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To de '^UVEAtUn 

Dr. ISAAC W A r r S, 

Reverend and dear SIR, 

WITH the moil affeftionate gra^hude anrf refpcfli:,' 
I beg leave to prefent to you a book, which owes 
its cxiftence to your requeft, its copioufncfs, to your 
plan, and much of its perfpicuiry to your review, ar»^l 
to the crfe 1 made of your rcmnrrks on that part of it, 
which your heahh arid leifure would permit you to ex- 
aoiine. : I addrefs it to you, not to beg your patronage • 
to it, forof that I am already well affurecf ; and much 
lefs frpm any ambition of attempting your cl.arafter, for 
which, if I were more equal to the. fubjefty I fhould 
think this a very improper 4)lacc : But chiefly from a fe- 
cret delight, which I fiod in the thought of being known 
to tbofe whom thi^ may reach, as one whow ]^ou have 
honoured, not only with your friendfhip, but with fo 
much of your efteem and approbati6n too, as muft fub- 
' ftantially appear in committing a work to me, which 
^yoju had yourfelfprojefted as one of the moft consider* 
able fervicesof your life. 

I have long thought the love of popular applaufe a 
meannefs, which a philofophy far inferior to that of our 
divine mailer might have taught usto conquer. But to 
be clleemed by eminently great and good men j to whom 
we are intimately known, appears to me, not only one 
CI the moft folid atteftatrons of fome real worth, but, 
.next to the approbation of God and our own confcien- 
ces, one of its moft valuable rewards. It wiil, I doubt 
not, be found fo in that world, to which fpirits like yours 
are tending, and for which thro* divine grace you have 
obtained fo uncommon a degree of ripenefs. And per- 
mit roe. Sir, while I write ibis, to retreih mylclf with 
the hope that when that union of hearts, which aa> fo 
* long fubfiftcd between us, Ihall arrive to us full maturity 
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in DEDICATION. 

and endearment there, it will be matter of mutual de^ 
light to r^colledl, that you havcalfigned me, and that I 
have in fome degree executed a tafk, which may perhaps 
under the bleffing of God, awaken and impifove religious 
fentiraents in the minds of thofe whom we leave behind 
us, and of others who may arife after us in this vain, 
tranfitory,infnaring world. 

Such is the improvement you have madeof your capa- 
cities for fervice, that I am fully perAuded,iieaven has 
received very few, in thefe later ages, who have done (o 
much toferve its interetts here below; few, who have 
laboured in this bell of caufcs with equal affiduity, and 
equal.fucc^fs. And therefore, I cannot but join with all 
who wifh well to the chridian intereft anaong ds, in ac- 
knowledging the goodnefs of providence to you and to 
the church of Chriil, in prolonging a life at oncefo ValcN 
able arid fo tender, to fiich an advanced period. With 
. them, Sir, I rejoice, that God hath given you to poaefsm' 
in fo extraordinary a degree, not only the confcioufnefs 
of intending great benefit to the world, but the fatisfac- 
tion of having efftfted it, and of feeing fuch an harvcft 
already ipringii>g up, I hope as an earnell of a much 
more copious increafe from thence. Witli hiultitudes 
more I blefs God, that you are not, in this evening of fo 
affll.£led and yet fo laborious a day, rendered entirely in- 
capable of Serving the public from the prefs, and from ' 
the pulpit; and that amidft the pain which your a<Slive 
fpirit feels, when thefe pleafing fervides fufter long inter- 
ruptions from bodily weaknels, it may be fo fingulrfrly 
refrefhed by reflecting on that fphcre of extenfive ufe- 
fulnefs, in which by your writings you continually 
move. ^ ^ " 

I Congratulate you, dear Sir, that while you are in a 
multitude of families, , and fchools of the lower dafs, 
condefcending to the humble, j^t irtJportant work of 
forming infant-minds to the fird rudiments of reli- 
gious knowledge and devout imprcffions, by your various 
Catechifms and Divine Songs ; you are alfo daily read- 
ing leflures of luogick, and other ufeful branches of 
Philofophy^ to ftudious youth; And this, not only ia 
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DEDICATION. ^ 

private Acaderoies^but in the mod pubU^ and ceickrated 
featd of learning ; not merely jn Scotland,, and in our ^ 
American coloniesi (whire,from-fome peculiar confide'* 
rations, it might moil naturally be ezpe£ledi)but, thro* 
the amiable candor of feme excellent men and accom« 
pHflied tutors, in our Englifli Univerlities too. I congra«> 
tulate you, that you are teaching, no doubt, hundreds of 
Miniflers, and thoufands of private Cbriftians, by your 
fetmons, and other Theological writings 5 fo happily cal- 
culated to diffufe thro* their minds that light of know«- 
ledge,2tnd thro* their hearts that fervour of piety, which 
God has been pleafed to inkindle in your own. But a- 
hove all, I congratulate you, that by your facrcd poetry, 
cf^cially by your Pfalm5,and your Hymns, you are lead- 
ing the worfhip,and I truat alfo -animating the dcVjotion 
of myrjads, in our public aSemblies every fjabbath, and 
in their families or clofets every day. This, Sir, at least fo 
far as it*relate« to the ferviceof the fahftuary, is an un- 
utiparaHed favour, by which God hath been pleafe^ to 
diftinguifh you, 1 may boldly fay it, beyond^any df his 
fc>vants upon earth. Well may it ^ecft'^iemed a glori- 
ous equivalent, and indeed much more than an equiyar 
lent, for all tiofe views of Ecclcfiaftical preferment, to 
which fuch talents, learning, virtues, and intereft might 
have intitlcd you in an eftablifhment ; and I doubt not, 
but you joyfully accept it as fuch. 

Nor is it tafy to conceive, in what circumftances you 
could, on any fuppofition, have been eafier and happier, 
than in that pious and truly honourable family, in which 
as I verily believe, in fpccial indulgence both to you and^. 
to it, providence. has been pleafed to appoint that you 
fhould fpend fo conCderable a part of your life. It is 
my eai"nc(t prayer, that all the remainder of it may be 
ferenc, ufefui, and pleafiint. Ai\d as, to my certain 
knowledge, your compofitions have been the fingular 
comfort of many excellent christians (lome of them 
numbered among my dearest friend^j) on their dying 
bed ; for I have heard Stanza's of them reptsated from^ 
the lips of fcveral, who ^/frcredoubtlcfa in a few hours to 
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begin the Songof Mofes and the Lamb : So I hope ancf 
trtift that when God (hall call you to that Salvation, for 
which your faith and patience have fo long been waitings 
be will ihed around you the choicefl bpams of his favour j. 
and gladden your neart with confolationsi like thofe 
which you have been the happy mflrument of admini- 
ftring to others. 

In the mean time, Sir, be aflured, that I am not a little 
animated in the various labours to which providence has . 
. called me, by reflefting that I have fuch a contemporary, 
and efpecially fuch aifriend; whofe (ingle prefence would 
be to me as that of a Cloud of Witnefles here below, to 
awaken my alacrity in the race that isTet before me.— 
And I am perfuaded, that while, I fay this, I fpcak the 
fentimcnt of many of my brethren, even of various de-" 
nominations: A confideration, which I hope will do 
fomething towards reconciling a heart fo generous as 
yours, to the delay of that exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory, whidli is now fo nearly approaching. Yes my 
honoured friend, you will, I hope, chearfully endure a 
little longer continuance in life amidll all its infirmities j. 
from an affurance that while God is pleafed to maintain 
the exercife of your reafon, it is hardly poffible that you 
fhould live in vain, to the world, or yourfelf. Every 
day, and every trial, is brightening your crovi^, and ren- 
dring you ftill more meet for an inheritance among the 
faints in light. Every word that you drop fronv the 
pulpit, has now furely its peculiar weight : The eyes of 
many are on their afcending prophet, eagerly intent that 
they may catch, if not his mahtle^' at leail fome divine 
fcntence from his lips, which may long guide their ways, 
and warm their hearts. This folicitudc your friends 
bring into thofe happy moments, in which ^they areffa- 
voured with your con verfe in private: And when you are 
retired from them, your prayers I doubt not, largely con- 
tribute towards guarding your country, watering the 
church and bleding the world. Long may they continue 
to anfwer theie great ends ! and permit me,Sir, to con- 
clude with expreffiiig my chearful confidence, that in 

thofe 
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DEDICATION. vii 

thofe bcft mcmetits you arc often particularly mindful 
o£ onc^ who i4 highly efteeins, fo greatly nceds^ and fo 
warnaiy returns that remembrance, as 

Reverend and dear Sir^^ 

Tcur ntofi affeBmaU Brother ; 

And Ohli^ed Humble Servants 

P. Doddridge. 

Jfforthampton, Dec. 13/1745. 
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PRE FACE 

THE feveral hints given in the dedication, and the 
firft chapter of this treatife, \<rhrch contains a 
particular plan of the defign,^ render it unnec^flary to 
introduce it v^ith ^hh a long preface. Some of my 
readers may, perhaps remember, that feveral years ago 
1 promifed this work to the puhlic, in the prefece to the 
fecond Edition of my Sermons on the power and grace 
of Chrift, &c. My much honoured friend Dr. Watts 
had laid the Scheme, efpecially of the former part. But 
as thofe indifpofitk)n8,with which (to the unfpeakable 
grief of the churches,) God has been pleafed to excrcife 
him, had forbid his hopes of being able to add this, to 
his many labours of love to immortal fouls, he was pleaf- 
ed in a very afFe£iionate and importunate manner to urge! 
me to undertaken. And I blefs God with- my whole 
heart, not only that he hath carried me thro' this delight* 
ful tafk, (for fuch indeed I have found it,) but alfo that 
he hath fpared that worthy and amiable perfon to fee it 
accompTifhed, and given him ftrength and fpirit to re- 
view fo confiderable a part of it. His approbation ex* 
preffed in ftronger jterms than modefly will permit me 
to repeat, encourages me to hope, that it is executed in 
fuch a manner, as may, by the divine blefEng, render it 
of fome general fervice. And I the rather expeft it will 
be fo, as it now comes abroad into the World, not only 
with my own prayers, and his, but alfo with thofe of 
many other pious friends, which I have been particular* 
ly careful to engage for its fuccefe. 

Into whatever hands this work may come, I muft de* 
fire, that before any pafs their Judgment upon it, they 
would pleafe to read it thro' ; that they may difccrn,thc' 
Connection betweeu one part of it and another. Whith 
I the rather requeft, becaufe I have long obferved, that 
Chriftians of different parties have4)een eagerly laying 
"Jiold on particular parts of the fyftem of Divine Truths^ 
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and have been contending about them ; as if each had' 
been ail; or as if the reparation of the members 
from each other, and from the head, were the 
Prcfervation of the body, inftead of its deftruftion. They 
have been zealous to efpoufe the defence, and to main^ 
tain the honour and ufefuJn^fs of each apart ; whereas 
their honour, as well as ufpfulnefs, feems to me to \f 
much* in their connexion : And fufpicions have oftea 
arifen betwixt the reCpedlive defenders of each, 
which have appeared as unreafonable and abfurd, as if 
all the preparations for fecuring one part of a Ship in a 
Storm were to be cenfured as a contrivance to (ink the 
Tcft. I pray God, to give to all his Minifters, and Peo- 
ple, - more and more s>i the Spirit of Wifdom, and o£ 
Love^and of a found Mind : and to remove far from us 
thofe mutual Jealoufies and Animofities, which hinder 
our z€t\ng with that Unanimity,^ which is neccflary in* 
order to the fucccsful carrying on our common warfare 
againft the Enemies of Chriftianity, We may be fure, 
thcfc Enemies will never fai^to make^their own advan^ 
tage of our multiplied divifigns, andfevereft contefts with 
, each other: But they mud neceflarily lofe both their 
ground and their influence, in proportion to the degree 
in which the energy of chriftian principles is felt, to u- 
nite and transform the heart of thofe by whom they are 
profefled,:- 

I take thia opportunity of adding, that as this;treatife 
may be looked upon as tho fequel of my fermons on re 
generation, tho' in fomething of a <iifFerent method 5 a 
fecond "edition of thofe fermons is nowpubliihed(in corn-* 
pliance with the requeft of many of my friends,) in the 
fame form and fize with this book. I have been folici-* 
tous to make them both as cheap as poffible, that I may 
fall in with the charitable designs of thofe who may pur- 
pofe to give them away. There is however an edition 
of this, treatife in Oftavo, for fuch as rather chute to 
have it in a larger charadter and fairer form. 

I have iludied the greateft plainnefs of fpeech, that 

the lowed of my readers may, if poffible, be able to un* 
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derltand every word ; and I hope, perfons^of a more e* 
legant tafte and refined education will pardon what ap-* 
p.eared to mcfo neceflary a piece of charity. Such a care 
m pra£tical writings feems one imporant inftance of that 
honouring all Meny which our amiable and condefcend- 
ing religion teaclieib us: And 1 have been particxilarlyob* 
Hged to my worthy Patron, for what he bath done to 
ftort^n foihe ol the fcntences> aiid to put my nneaning 
into plainer and more familiar word^. Tet I dare fay 
the world ^ill not fufpe£l it of having contra£led aoy 
impropri<2ty or inelegance of latiguagje, by paffing t)xt<f 
the hands of Dr. tVA t t s. 

I ntuft add one remark here, which I heartly wifti I 
had not omitted in the firft edition, viz. . That tho'. I do 
in this book confider my reader as fucceffive^y in a great 
variety of fiippofed circUmftances, beginning with thofe 
of a thoughtlefs finner^ and leading hinfi- thro' feveral 
flages of convi£\ion, terror, &€. as what may beprovtous 
to his fincerely accepting the gofpei, and devoting hifn« 
felf to the fcrvic^ of God ; yef I would by no meatns* be 
thought to infinuate, that every one, who is brought ta 
that happy refblution, arrived at it thfo^ thbfe pafrtictlav 
{leps,or feeb agitations of mind eqtialih degree to thofe 
I have defcribed. Some fenfe of fin, and foiiie fetioue 
and humbling apprebenfion of oiir danger and niifery in 
confequenee of it, muft indeed be neceffary, to difpofc 
us to receive the gr^ce of the gofpel, and the faviour 
who is there exhibited to ouY faith. But God is- pfcafed 
fometimea to begin the work of his grace on the heart, 
ahnoft from the firft dawning of reaton, and to ciarry it 
on by fucb gentleand infenfible degrees, that very excel* 
lent perfons, who have m^e the moft eftnnent attain^ 
ments in the divine life, have been unable to recount 
any remarkable hiflory of their converfioti : And fo far 
as f can learn, this is moft frequently the cafe with tbofc 
of them, who have enjoyed the beiiefi'ts of a pious educa- 
tion, when it has not been fucceeded by a vidcous and. 
licentiour youth. God forbid therefore^ that a^y fuch 
Ihould be fo iofcttfible of their qwh b^pf iaefsi as to fall 
"~ ' " into 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



P R JZ F A C E. xi 

into perplexity with relation to their fpirituai (late, foi 
want of being able to trace fuch a rife of religion in their 
. minds, as it was neceflary on my jpUn for me \o defcribe 
and exemplify here. — I^have fpoken my fentiments on 
this head fo fully in the.viiith of myfermons on regene- 
ration, that I think none who has read, and jremembers 
the general contents of it, can be in danger of miftaking 
my .meaning here. But as it is very poffible, this book 
may fall into the hands of many, who have not read the 
other, and have no opportunity of con fulting it, I thought 
jit proper toinfert this caution in the preface to thisj an^ 
I ain much obliged to that worthy and excellent perfon, 
, who kindly reminded me of the expediency of doing it. 
I conclude with defiring my Friends to forgive the 
neceflary interruption which this work has given to thjc 
third volunle of my family expofitor, which I am now- 
fending to the prefs as faft as I can, and I hope to pub- 
]ifli in lefs than a year. To this volume I have referreU 
feveral additional notes, and the indexes, which arc ne- 
^ceflary to render the former volumes compleat -, having 
tletermined to add nothing to \he fecond edition, which 
^Ihould depricate the former.- 1 do not think it neceflary 
to trouble my friends with a new fubfcription ; taking 
it for granted, that few who were pleafed with the other 
part of the wprk, will fail of perfefting the_fett oh the 
,hiftorical books of the New Teftament. When my ex- 
pofition on the epiftolary part; maybe compIeated,^God 
only knows. I will proceed in it as faft as the other du- 
ties of my Ration will permit ; and I earneftlybeg, that 
if my readers find edification and advantage by any of my 
' writings, they would in return ofler a Prayer for me, 
4hat God may carry me on, in that moftimportant labour 
.'of my pen, under the remarkable tokens of his guidance 
and bleflin^* 
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C H A P. L 

The IntrodttiElion to the Work, with fomc general Ac- 
count of its Defign. 

7bat true religion is very rarey appears from eomparimg the /w- 
ture of it ivith the lives and cbaraSers of men around, ut* 
§ \, 1. The want of it, l^ter ofjttft lamentation* § 3. 
To remedy this evil^ is the defign of the enfmng treatife •" ^ 4* 
To which therefore the author eamejily hefpeais the attention 
efthe reader y as his own heart is deeply int ere/led in it f 5. (5. 
A general plan of the work ; of which the fifteen firjl chap* 
ters relate chiefly to the RISE of religion^ and the remaining 
chapters to its PROGRESS. § 7, — u. The chaptif 
concludes with a prayer for thefuccefs of the work% 

5 I. "TXTHEN-we look round about as with an at- 
W tcntivc eye, and confider the characflers 
and purfuits of men, we plainly fee, that though in 
the original conftitution of their natures, they only, 
of all the creatures that dwell on the face of the earth, 
be capable of religion, yet many of them fhamefulljr 
ixegkfl: it. And whatever diiFerent notions people may 
entertain of what they call religion^ all muft agree in 
owning, that it it is veryfar from being an univerfal thing, 
J 2. Religion, , in its moft general view, is fuch a 
fenfe of God on the f<5ul, and luch a conviction of our 
obligations to him, and of our depenc!encc upon him, 
asfliall engage us to make it our great care, to conduil 
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ourfelve« in a manner, wNch ^ have r^afon to be- 
lieve will be pleafing to him. Now when we have 
given thisT plain acco^nt of Ke/tgion, it is,by no means ne* 
ceflary, that we fhould fearch among the favages of the 
African or American nations, to find inftanfi.es of thofc 
who Jure grangers to it. When we viqw the coodiiig: 
of the generality of people at home, \rv a Chrijlian and 
Proteflant nation^ in a nation whofe obligations to Goi 
have been fingular,' almoft beyoml thofe of any other 
people under heaven, will any one prefume jto fay 
that religion has an univetfa} r^ign, among us ? ^Will 
anyone fuppofe that it prevails /« /v^ry life? that it 
reigns in every heart T Al^ the avpw^4 infidey^y; tliQ 
profanation of the. name ajid d^iy of God, the drun- 
kennefs, the lewdnefs, the injuftice, the falfehood, the 
pride, the pirodigahty, the b?^ fclgflin^fs, aii4 fti^pitj 
infenfibility of the fpiritual and eternal iut^rcfe of 
themfelves and others, ^Idrich fo generally appear a- 
mong us, loudly proclaim the contrary. So that one 
would imagine upon this view, that thoufands and ten 
tiioufands thought the negleSl^ and even the contempt 
of religion^ were a glory, rather than a reproach. And 
■where is the neighbourhood, where is the fociety, wh^re 
is the^happy family, (confifting of any conGderabJe nuqti 
ber) in which, on a more exadl examination, we find 
reafon to fay, " Religion fills even t hie Irttl^ circle V* 
There is perhaps a freedom from any gt^fs and fcan- 
dalous immoralities, an external, decency qf behaviour, 
an attendance on the outward forms of worfliip ia 
public, and. {here and tiere) in the family j yet an^ivlflt 
all this, there is nothing which looks like the genuine; 
;^ftings of the fpiritual and divine life. There is no 
appearance of love to God, no reverence for his pre- 
fence, no dcfite of bis favours as the higheft good: 
There is no cordial ,h^\ic[ q[ t/je go/pel of falvation\ no 
^ager folicitude to efcape that condemnation which we 
have incurred by fin, no hearty concern to fccure 
that eternal life^ which Chrift has purchafed and fe» 
cured for his people, and which he freely promifes* 
. to 
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to ail who wHl reccire hiTh. Alas ! whatever the love 
bf a friend, or even of a parent can .do ; whatever in- 
dination there may be, to hope all things, and believe all 
tbfaigs the raoft favotttaWe. Evidence to the contrary 
V^iU force itfelf upon the miftd, and extort the unwil- 
ling conclufiori ; that, whatever elfe may. be amiable 
in this dear friend, in that favourite child, <« Religion 
«« dwells not in its breaft.** 

J 3. To a heart that firmly believes the gdfpel, and 
Ticws perfons and things in the light of eternity, this 
is onfe of thcmoftmoarnfulconfidierations in the world. 
And indeed to ftich a one, all the other calamities and 
evils of human nature appear trifles, when compared 
withthi*; the abfem^e of real religion, and that con- 
trariety to it, Wjiieh reigns in fo many thoufahds of 
tnaiikind. Let thts be cured, and all the other evils 
trill eaily be bdrti^ nay, good will* be extrafted out 
©f diem. Baft if this continue, it bringeth forth fruit; 
unio death* j Jlifid in confeqtiencebf it, ihuhitudes, who 
fliate jEhc enttrtaijiftlents of an indulgent pi^ovidcncc 
-^nti us, ana are at leait allied to Us iiy tlic b?!^ 9f 
the fame common nature, muft in a few years befwepi 
li^siy into litter deftruftion, and be plungied beyond 
tcdfeinptibn into everlafling burnings. -5^ • 

§. 4. I doubt not, but thete are many, under tKofe 
various fornis of religious profeflibn, which have fo 
unhjippily divided ds In this nation, \*'Hb are not 6nly 
lamehting thisiti public,' if their office in life Calls them 
to ah opportunity of dbing it \ biit are likewife mourn- 
ing before God in fectet. Under a feiife of this fad 
ftate of things j and ^Xrhb can appeal to him that fearchgs 
all hearts, as to the fincerity of their defires to re- 
vive the lafiguifliing caufe of vital Chriftianity and fub- 
ftahtial piety. And, attlong the reft, the author of this 
treatife may ^^ith confidence fay, it is this which ani- 
mates him to the prefent attempt, in the'midfl of fo 
m^riy dthti- cafes afld labours. For this he is willing to 
A 2 to 
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to lajr afide many of thofe curious amufements in 
fcience which might fuit his own private tafte, and 
perhaps open a way to fome reputation in the learned 
world. For this he is willing to wave the laboured^ 
ornaments of fpeech, that he may, if poffible, defcend 
to the capacity of the lowed part of mankind. For 
this, he would endeavour to convince the judgment^ 
and to reach the heart of every reader: And, in a 
word, for this, without any dread of the name of an 
Enthufiaft, whoever may at random throw it out upon 
the occafion, he would as it were, enter with you 
into your clofet, from day to day ; and, with all plain- 
xiefs and freedom, as well as ferioufnefs, would dif- 
courfe to you of the great things which he has learnt 
from thechriftian revelation, and on which he affured- 
ly knows your everlafting happinefs to depend : That 
if you hitherto have lived without religion, you, may 
be now awakened to the confideration of it, and may 
be inftrufted in its nature and importance ; or that 
if you are already, thro' divine grace, experimentally 
acqiiaiuted with it, you may be affifted to makea far*^^ 
th^E progrefs. 

§. 5. But he earneftly intreats this favour of you, 
that, as it is plainly a ferious bufinefs^ we are entering 
iipon„ you would be pleafed to give him a ferious and 
an attentive hearing. He intreats, that thefe addreC- 
fes, and thefe meditations, may be perufed at ieifure^ 
and be thought over in retirement •, and that you would 
do him and yourfelf the juftice, to believe the re- 
prcfentations which are here made, and the warnings 
which are here given, to proceed from fincerity and 
love; from an heart, which would not defigncdly give 
one moment's unneceffary pain to the meaneft creature 
on the face of the earth, and much lefs to any human 
njind. If he be importunate, it is,' becaufe he at lead 
imagines, that there isjuft r^afon for it j and fears, left 
amidft the multitudes^ who are undone by the utter ne^ 
gleft of religion, and among thofe who are greatly da- 
maged for want of a more refolutc and conftant at- 
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tendance to it, this may be the cafe of feme into whofe 
hands this treatife may fall. 

J. 64^ He is a barbariani and deferves not to be cal- 
'cd a man, who can look upon the forrows of his fel- 
low creatures without drawing oat his foul unto them^ 
and wiftiing, at leaft, that it were in the power of his 
hand to help them^^ Surely earth would be an heaven 
to that man, who could go about from place to place 
fcattering happinefs wherefoevcr he came, though it 
were only the. body that he were capable of relieving, 
and tho' he could impart nothing better than the hap-* 
pinefs of a mortal life. But the happinefs rifes, in pro- 
portion to the nature and degree of good which he im-^ 
piarts^* Happy, are we ready t6 fay, wcrfe thofe ho-r* 
noured fervanta of Chrift, who, in the early days of 
his churclv were the benevolent and fympathizing in-» 
ftruments of conveying, miraculous heafing to thofe 
whofe.caies feemed defpcrate j whopdufedin'uponthe 
blind and the deaf the pleafures of light and found, 
and called up the dead to the powers of a€lbn and en- 
^yment.- But this is an honour and happinefs, which it 
is not fit for God commonly to bellow on mortal-men*- 
Yet diere have been in every age, and bleffed'be hi^- 
name, there (lill are thofe; whom he has condefcended 
fo make his inftruments in conveying nobler and more 
Jailing, bleffings than thefe to their fclloNV creatures. 
Death hath long fince veiled the eyes, and Ilopped the 
ears of thofe, who were the fubjeflts of miraculous hea- 
Kng, and reco?ered its empire over thofe who were once 
recalled from- the grave; . But the fouls who are prevail- 
ed upon to receive the' gofpel, live for ever. God has 
owned the labours of his faithful Minifters in every age, 
to produce thefe bleffcd eiFe<as'5 and fome of them be- 
ing dead yet (peak /^/' with power and fuccrfs in this 
important caufe. Wonder not then, if living and dying, 
I- be;ambitious of this honour j and if my mouth be free- 
ly opened, where lean truly fay, my heart is enlarged (^)- 

A3; J. J, 
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5^ 7. In forming my general plan I have been folicit- 
ous» (hkt th^» Ultle treatHe mtj^brt if pofTibk, be ti^ot^^ 
to all iureaderSj and contain. foQittfamg fuitarble to-eatbi 
I will tfaeref<^re take the man s*^ the (Artfimn^ in a 
great variety of circii^nftanccs. I wiH firft fupp<^ *riyw 
^If addr^fling one ^ the vaft number of ikoagkddtl' 
^reature>i who hate hidierto been utterly unconcerned 
;ibout religion \ and wiU try what can bedoDe^ by al( 
plainnefs and enrri^ftneis of addDefs, to awaken^ himf ' 
from this^ fal^l lethargy,, to a cwrc, {Chap^ 3*) I will 
labp^ to Qx a deep acHi awful €CHiw£tion 6i guiilt opoti 
bis confcienoe* Ifihup. 4*; and to fttip hi«i of his wi# 
^excufes and bis fiatteriag hopes. ({?*«/. 5^.} I will r«a4^ 
to him. Oh! that I could fix on his heart,* that fenienee^^ 
that dreadful fenteaice^ Which a righteous an^l an Alu- 
mighty God hath denpniiced againrtt himy as a (inner $. 
ifihap. 6.) and endeavcmr to ftiew him, in-how hetp— 
k& a ftate he lits under this condemnation, as toafry ca^ 
pacity he ha(S of delivering l^iitnfe If, {Ckapi 7.) But ld6\ 
not mean to leave any in fo tcrriWe a litaatiion : I- wHl . 
joyfully proclaim the ^d tidings of pai^Q and fel^a^- 
tion by ChciA Jefus oibt Loxd, which is sill the fuppo^^- 
^Hul confidence of my* own kmlx {Gbappi ^.) And then I^ 
-wilhghe fiwne general view of the way, by which this 
;£i}vation is to be obtained 5 '{Chap. 9.) urginf? the fifi- 
.3)er to accept of it, ad^a'Se^kxtately as^l can; {Chap. 10.) ^ 
r^o' nothing can be fuffieient^ pathetic, wlKve,, as in* 
idiis matter, the life of an imnmrtal fottl i& in qiieft^om 

Jr 8; Too probablo^t is, that forae will, aft?er aH thi5^> 
rtmain^ inCsnfible ; and thereit»f e,- ^hat their lad cafe nvay < 
not incumber the following artidcsy I (hatt li^Fe tak^ st- 
fplemtr leave of them : (Chap. 11.) Andvthen (haHtuttt 
and addref^ myfeif,. as compaffidnately ae I ean, to a- 
moft- eontrarycharaftcr.: I mean tt> ttr foul overwhelmed 
with a fenfe of the greatitefs of itjs fi»Sy and t»emb)ing 
under i^he burthen, as if ther^ were no ttayeQ hope^jr him 
in God, {Chap. 12.) And that nothing may be omitted'^ , 
which may give folid peace to the troubled fpinl^ I (hajl 
endeavour to guide its engines as to the efifki^ees o^ 
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ftnccTC repentSince and faith, (dap. 13.) which will be 
farther itlaftrated bjr a more particular view q{ the fe?c-' 
tal branches of the chwftian temper, fuch aa may ferte 
notice to ailift the reader in Judging what he is, and to 
ftew hiih wTiat lie fliould labour to l^. {dap. 14.) This 
will Datura% lead to a view of the need we have of the 
influence o^ the blefled fpirit, to affift us in the important 
and difficult work of the true chriftian ^ and of the en^ 
couragement we hare to hope for his dirine ailiftaiice*- 
(Chap. 15.) In an humble dependence oh which, I ihall 
^en enter on the confidcration of fcverai cafes which of-- 
ten* occur i^ the chriflian lifevin which particular ad- 
"drefCes to the conscience may be requiiite and ufeful. 

$• 9. As.fome particular difficulties and difeouragt- 
ments attend the firft entrance on a religious courie» it 
will here be our firft care to animate the young convert^ ^ 
againft tliem. (CAap, 16.) And that it may be done more 
efle£l:ually, I ftiall urge a^folemn dedication of bimfelf 
to G6d 'f {Chap. 1 7.) to be confirmed by entering into 
the full communion ofthe church by an approach to the' 
fecred table. {Chap. 1 8i) That thefe engagements may 
be more happily fulElled, we (hall endeavour to draw a 
mdre particular plan of that devout, reguiar^and accurate 
courfe, which ought daily io be attended to : {Chap, 19*) 
And becaufe the idea will probably rife fo much higher^* 
than M^hat is the general practice, even of good men, we 
(hall endeavour, to perfuadethe reader to make the aW 
tempt, hard asit^ may feem -, {Chap, 20.) and (hall cau- 
tion him againP: various temptations, which might othcr-^ 
wife draw him afide to negligence and fin, {Chap. 2 1 .)' 
§. ic. Happy will it be for the reader, if the^e exhor- 
tatipns and cautions be attended to with becoming re** 
card J but as it is, alas, too probable, . that notwichlland- 
ing all, the infirmities of nature will fometimes prevail, 
we fhallconfider the cafe of deadnefs and langour in re*- 
ligion, which often fteals^ upon us by infenjible degrees } 
jChap, 2Z.) from whence there is too eafy a pafiagato 
that terrible one of a return into known and ideliberatc 
bi.{Chap. 2 J.) And as the one or the other of thefe tends, 
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fa a proportionable degree, to provoke the blefled God- 
to hide his face, and his injured fpirit towithdraWrthat' 
melaficholy condition will be taken into a particular rur-«* 
Yey. {fihap, ^4) I (hall then take notice alfo of the cafe 
of great and heavy afflictions in life^ {Chapi, 25.)'a^dif- 
cipune which the beft of men have reafon td expedt, 
efpecially when they backflide from God, and yield to 
their fpiritual enemies* 

J II. Inftancesof this kind, will, t fear, be too fre-"* 
quent \ yet, I truft, there will be many others, whofe 
path, like the dawning light, will ihinte more and more 
until the perfcdl day {b). And' therefore we fhall endea-- 
Tour in the beft manner we can, to affift the chriftian in 
paffing a true judgment on tht growth of grace in hk- 
heart-, {Chap.26.)2iS we had done before in judging of its 
lincerity. And as nothing conduces more to the ad'-r 
vance of grace, than the lively exercife of love to God^ 
and a holy joy in h^m, we Ihall here remind the real 
chriftian of thofe mercies, which tend to excite that love 
and" joy ;(CAfl/. 27.)and,in the views of them, to animate 
him to thofe vigorous efforts ofufefulnefs in life, which 
fo well become his chara£ter, and will have fo happjf^^ 
an efficacy on brightening his ccpwn. {Chap, a 8.) Sup-- 
pofing him to a£l accordingly, we fiiall then labour toil-^ 
luftrate and affift the delight, with which he may look 
forward to the awful folemnities of death and judgment :- 
{Chap. 29.) And (hall clofe the fcene by accompanying 
him, as itjvere, to the neareft' confines of that dark 
valley, thro' which he is to pafs to glory ; giving him- 
fuch directions, as may feem moil fubfervient to his ho- 
nouring God, and adorning religion, by his dying hope,, 
that, thro' the divine bleiBng and grace, I may be in 
fome inftances fo fuccefsful, as to leave thofe triumph- 
ing in the views of judgment and eternity, and glorify- 
ing God by a truly chriftian life and death, whom I 
found trembling in the apprehenfions of future mifery j 
or perhaps^ in a much more dangerous and miferabte 

circumftanc^ 
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circumftance than that ; I mean entirely forgetting the 
profped^, an4 funk into the mod ftupid infennbiUty of 
thofe things, for an attendance to which the human 
mind was formed, and In comparifon of which, all the 
purfuits of this tranfitory life are emptier than wind^ 
and lighter than a feather. 

^12. Sucli a variety of heads muft, to be fure, be 
handled but briefly/as we intend to bring them within 
the'bulk of a moderate volume- I (hall not, therefore^ 
difcufs them, as a preacher might properly do in fermonsr, 
in which the truths of religion are profeficdiy to be ex- 
plained and taught, defended and improved, in a witfe 
variety, and long detail of proportions, arguments, objec- 
tions, replies, and inferences, marfhalled and numbered 
under their diftinft generals,! (hall here fpeak in a loofer 
and freer manner, as a friend to a friend ; jufl as I would 
do, if I were to be in perfon admitted to a private audi- 
ence, by one whom I tenderly loved, and whofe circum- 
ftances and character I knew to ^be like that, which 
the title of one chapter or another of this treatife de«- 
fcribes. And when I have difcourfed with him a little 
while, which will feldpm be fo long as half an hour \ 
I (haU, as it were, (lep aiide, and leave him to meditate 
on what he has heard, or endeavour to aflift him in 
fuch fervent addrefles to God, as it may be proper to 
mingle with- thofe meditations. In the mean time, I 
will here take ihe liberty to pray over my reader and my 
work ; and to commend it folemnly to the divine blef- 
fing, in token of my deep convi£lion of an entire de* 
pendence upon it. And I am well perfaaded, that i^n^ 
timents like thcfe are common, in the general^to every 
faithful minifter, to evety realxhrifUan. 

A Prayer /or tie Succtfs of tiis Work, in promoting 
the Ris£ and Pjiogress £^ Religiom*^ 

•* /^^H ^^^ gfc^t eternal original^ and author of alf 
<* \^ created being and happinefs! I adore thee 
^ who h^ft made man a creature capable of religion, and 

M haft 

Digitized by VjOO^ IC 



fa jf fray*r for tte €hzf, u 

<' haft beftoved this divinity and felicity upon our na« 
*^ tu|:«, that it'j|:iay be taught to fay, Whetc is God our 
«^ maker{^)? I lament that degeneracy fpread over 
•< the whole human race, which has turned our glory in- 
^ to fbame (/), and has rendered the forgetfulnefs of 
•* God (unnatural a& it is) fo common and fo ut>iverfa} 
*< a difeafe. Holy father, we know^ it is thy prefeftce^ 
*« and thy teachincg alone,, that can redai^ thy waniep- 
*< ing children, can imprefs a fenfe of divine things On 
** the heart, and render that fenfe laftii^ and effe^uai* 
«* From thee proceed all good purpofes afnd defircs ^ 
^ and this defire above ali, of diffufing wifdom, piety 
^ and happinefs in this world, which (tho^funkta fuon^ 
<< deep apoftacy) thine infinite ftiercy has Hot utterly 
« forfekeni. 

" Thou fertoMreft, O Lord the hearts of the chiTdten of 
*< fRen(jr); and an upright foul, in the midftof allthe 
** cenfures and fuipicions it may meet wit)h, rejoices 
^ in thine inttftiate knowledjg^ erf its mod fecret feiw. 
.•* ti0cnts and principles of adion. Thou know^ft Ae 
<' fincerity and fervency, witft Which thin^ unwortny 
** ferVaaat defires to fptc^ad the knowledge of thy name, 
^ and favoirr of thy g^lpei, among all to whom this 
•* work may reachr Thou kno^eift, . that hadft thou. 
••* given him an abundance of this wtwfld, it would havfe 
J* been, in his ^ftetm,. the nobleft pleafufe that abon- 
•<' dance conid have afforded, to have been thine ahndner^ 
** in dtftributing thy boUntitesto the indigfent and ne- 
♦* ceffitous, and fo caurfing the forrowful heafrt to re-r 
•* joice in thy goodnefs, di^enfed thro*^ his hands.— ^ 
•< Thou knowelt, that hadlt thou given him, either by 
** ordinary or cxtraordiiiaryv methods, the gifts e( heat- 
•* ing, it would have been his daily delight, to relieve 
•*• the pains, the maladies, and the infirmities of mehs 
'< bodKs^^euhslve feen the l;uigUiiQiing: countenance^ 
" brightened by returning health and chearfulne.fs ^ 
^ and mudb niore to havtr befaeiti tbi roving dif-^ 

trittttl 

, • it J Job wxv% lO. ( /■) Hof. iv. 7. fjrj I ehron. vi. 30* 
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" ttaft^cf mindj reduced to calmneft and fercnrty, in 
<^ the excKcife of its rational faculties. Tct happier, far 
V l;iappiejr wiJlhe think himfelf,in thofe humble circum- 
<^ fta»ces, in which thy providence hath placed, him,^ 
<' if thou vouchfafe to honour theft his feeble endez^* 
•** vo^rs^ i^s, the meaps of relieving and enriching 
«< noiai6i minds > ofrccov^ing them nrom the madnel? 
**. of, a finful ft^te, and bringing back thy reafonablc 
** qrcatUT^ tQ the knowledge, the fervice, and the eRr 
^' jqyment of their God > or of improving thofe, who 
^* are already reduced. 

« O may it have that blefTed influence on the perfon 
*« whofoever he be, that is now reading thefc lines, 
^« and on all who may read or Kear them ! Let not my 
^« Lord be angry, if I prefumc to afk, that however 
,« weak and'otmtemptiWei this wx)irk may feem in tl^e 
. « eyes of the children ^ this world, and however imper« 
M fefl: it really be, aa well aa thc^author. of it unworthyi^ 
^< it fliay nsverthelefs live before thee ; aifsl thro' a di- 
^* vine power, be mighty to produce the^ ri^ anipno- 
<* grefs of religion in the minds of multrtude^Mn-dift^nt 
•*« places, and m generations yet to com« ! Il*pu%c^i|^ 
« not, O God, as a culpableambition, if I defire, that". 
«* whatever, hjecomes. of my name, a'bout which i wotild 
*.«. not lofc ^ne thought heforis th|?^, this work to which 
^5» I am now applying myfelfi in thy itrength, may be 
^f compleatcd and propagated far abroad ^ that it may* 
*« reach to thofe that arc yet unborn, and teach them thy 
^« name and thy praif©, when the author has long dwelt 
. «« in the duft -. that fo when he Ihall appear be^eth^e 
^< in the great day df final account, his joy may be in- 
<' creaXedj" and his crown brightened, by numbers be- 
«< fore unknown to each other, and to him ! But if 
<< this petition, be too great to be granted to one, who 
« pretends no claim, but thy fover^ign grace, to hope 
«* for being favoured with the leaft, give him to be in 
*« thine Almighty hand the blefljd indrument of con- 
^ verting and faving one foul : and if it be but one, and 
*' that the weakeft and meaneit of thofe who are cap- 

« abic 
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12 Many are carelefs finnerst Chap. i. 

« able of receiving this addrefs, it (hall be mod thank- 
^< fuljy accepted as a rich recompence for all the thought 
** and labour jt may coft; and though it fhould be amidft 
** a thoufand difappointmcnts with refpeft to others, yet 
*' it fhall be the fubje<Sl of immortal fongs of praife 
*» to the, O blefled God, for and by every foul, whom, 
*» thro* the blood of Jefus and the grace of thy fpirit, 
«« thou had faved ; and everlafting honours fhali be a- 
«« fcribed to the Father, to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 
** by the innumerable company of angels, and by the 
«< General Aflembly and church of the firft-born in 
" heaven. Amen." 



CHAR IL 

The Carelefs Sinner awakened. 

// is too fuppofahle a cafe^ that this treati/e mny come intofucb 
'bands : § i » 2. Since many^ not grofsly vicious f fall under 
that charaSer^ f 3, 4- A more particular illuftration 
of this cafe^ with an appeal to the' reader ^ whether it be 
not his own, $5,6. jExpqfiuIation with Juch ; $ 7, 9. 
More particularly* (1.) From acknowledged principles ^ re* 

lating ta the nature of GOD ^ his univerfal prefence^ agency 

and perfeSions. § 10, 12. (2.) From a view of perfonal 
Qbligations to him. § 13. (3) From the danger of this ne* 
gle^i when confidered in its afpe8 on a future flate, J 14. 
jih appeal to the confcience^ as already convinced, § IS* 
Tranjition to the fuhjeQ of the next chapter. J 16. Theme* 
dotation of aftnntr^ who having been hng tboughtUfSf begins 
• to be awakened. 

j. I. C«HAMEFULIiY and fatally as religion is ftc- 
1^ glefted in the world, yet blefled be Go d It 
has fome finceredifciples*, children of wifdom, by whopi, 
even in this foolifti and degenerate age, it is juftificd (a)i 
who having, hy divine grace been brought to the know- 
ledge of God in Chrift, have faithfully devoted their 
hearts to him, and bj a natural, confequehce, are de- 
voting 
faj Matth. xi. 19. 
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voting their lives to his fervice^^ Could I be fure 
this treatife ^ould fall into no hands but theirs, mj 
work would be (horfer, eafier, and f^leafanter. 

$ 2, Bot among the thoufands that ncgleft religion, 
it is more than poilible, that fome of my readers may be 
included : And I am fo deeply afFefled with their un- 
happy cafe, that the temper of my heart, as well as the 
proper method of my fubjeft, leads me in the firft place 
to addrefs myfelf to fuch 5 to apply to every one of 
them ; and therefore to you, O reader, whoever you 
are, who may come under^the denomination of a care- 
lefsfiniier. 

^ 3. Be not, I befcech you, angry at the name. 
The phyficians of fouls muft (peak plainly, or they may 
murder thofe whom they (hould cure. I would make 
no harih and unreafonable fuppofition, I would charge 
you with nothing more, than is abfolutely neceflary to 
convince you, that you are the perfon to whom I fpeak. 
I will not, therefore, imagine you to be a pi^phane and 
abandoned profligate. I will not fuppofe, that you al- 
low yourfelf to blafpheme God, to diihonour his name 
by cuflomary fwearing, or grofsly to violate his Sabbath, 
or commonly to negleft the folemnities of his public 
worfhip : I will not imagine that you have injured your 
neighbours, in their lives, their chaftity, or their pof- 
feffionSy either by violence or by fraud ; Or that you 
have fcandaloufly debafcd the rational nature of man 
by that vile intemperance, which transforms us into the 
word kind of brutes, or fomething beneath them. 

J 4. In^pofition to all this, I will fuppofe, -that 
you believe the exiftence and providence of God, and 
the truth of chriftianity, as a revelation from him : 
Of which, if you have any doubt, I mufl: dcfire, that you 
would immediately feek your fatisfadlion clfewhere.* I 
• fay, immediately : Becaufe not to believe it, is in ef- 

B ~ ^ fed 

§ In fuch a cafe, I begj leave to refer the reader to my three fcrmns 
§n the Et/idence of Cbrijiianity ; the last of the ten OH the Foiver and 
Grace of Cbrijl ; in w*Ich he may fee the hitherto unfhaken fo»nida- 
tions of my own faith, in a ftiort, and I hope, a clear view* 
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feft to diftelievc it ; and will make your ruin equally 
certain, though perhaps it may leave it lefs aggravatedy 
than if contempt and oppofition had been added to fuf- 
picion and negleifl. But fuppofing you to be a nomi- 
nal chriftian, and not a deift, or a fceptic ; I will alfa 
• fuppofe your conduct among men to be not only blame- 
lefs but amiable ; and that they who know you moif in- 
timately, muft acknowledge, that yeu are juft and fober, 
humane, and courteous, compafllonate and liberal: yet 
with all this, you may lack that one thing (b)on which 
your eternal happineft depends- 

§. 5. I befeech you, reader, whoever you are, that 
you would now look ferioufly into your own heart, 
and aik it this one plain queftion. Am I truly religi-- 
ous? Is the love of God the governing principle of my 
life ? Do I walk under a fenfe of his prefence ? Do I 
convcrfe with him from day to day, in the exercife of 
prayer and praife? And am I, on the whole, making 
his fervice my bufinefs and my delight, regarding, him 
as my matter and my father. 

§. 6. It is my prefent bufinefs only to addrefs my- 
felf to the perfon, whofe confcience anfwers in the ne- 
gative. And I would addrefs with equal plainnefs, and 
equal freedom, to high and low, to rich and poor : T6 
you, who (as the fcripturc with a dreadful propriety 
expreflcs it) live without God in the world (c) j and 
while in words and forms, you own God^ deny him in 
your a6lions(d), and behave yourfclves in the main, (a 
few external ceremonies only excepted,) juft as you 
^would do, if you believed, and were fure, there was no 
God. Unhappy creature, whoever you are ! your own 
heart condemns you immediately 5 and how much 
more that God who is greater than your heart, and 
knoweth all things (e). He is in fecret (f), as well as 
in public ; and words cannot cxprefs the delight, with 
which his children converfe with him alone : But in 
fecret you acknowledge him not,5 you neither pray to^ 

him, 

(b) Mark x. ai fc) Eph. ii. la. (d) Tit. L 16. 

'cj I John iii. xc. If) Math. vi.-^. 
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him, nor praife him in your retircmftits. Accounts, cor- 
rcfpondencies, ftudies may often bring you into your 
clofet ; but if nothing but devotiorl were to be tranfaft- 
ed there, it would be to you quite an unfrequented 
place. And thus you go on from day to day, in a continual 
* fbrgetfulnefs of G^rfv and are as thoughtlcfs about re- 
lig^^n, as if you had long fince demonllrated it to your- 
fclf, that it was a mere dream. If, indeed, you are fick, 
you will pefhaps ctv to GbJ for health 5 in any extreme 
danger, you will lift up your eyes and voice for deli- 
verance ) but as fot the pardon of fin, and the other 
bleffings of the gofpel, yoi: are not at all inwardly foH- 
, citous about them j tho' you profefs ta believe, that the 
gofpel is divine, and the bleffings of it eternal. All 
your thoughts, and all your hours, are divided between 
the bufinefs and the amufements of life: and if no^r 
and then, an awful providence, or a ferious fcrmon or 
book, awakens you, it is but a few daya, or it nray be 
a few hours, and you are the fame carelefs creature you 
ever were before- On the whole, you aft, as if you 
were refolved ta put it to the venture, and at your own 
expence to make the experiment, whether the confe- 
quences of neglefting religion be indeed as terrible, as 
its miniflers and friends have rcprefentedir TJieir re- 
xnonflrances do indeed ifometimes force themfelves up- 
om you, as (confidering the age and country in which you 
live), it is hardly poffible entirely to avoid them j but you 
have, it may be, found out the art of Ifaiah's people, 
hearing to hear^ and not to underlland 5 and feeing to 
fee, and not to perceive: your heart io waxed grofs, your 
eyes are clofed, and your ears heavy (g). Under the very 
ordinances of worftiip, your thoughts are at the tnA of 
the earth (h)* Every amufement of -the imagination is 
MiftXcomti if it may but lead away. your mind from fo 
infipid, and h dlfagreeable a fubjedl as religion. And 
probably the very laft time you were in a worlhippiiig af- 
fcmbly, you managed, jull a? you would have done, if 

yo 

(g) Ifai. vi. 9, 10. (h) Prov. xvii. ^4. 
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you had tj^ought God knew nothing of your behaviour^ 
or as if you did not think it worth one fingle care^ 
whether hf were pleafcd or difplcafed with it. 

§. 7^ Alas ! is it then to come to this, with all your 
belief of Gody and providence, and fcripture? That re- i 
ligion is not worth a thought 1 That it is not worth one 
hour's ferious confideration and refleftion, •^ What (jod 
•« end Chrlft are ; and what you yourfclvcs are, and 
•* what you mufl hereafter be 1^ Where then arc alL 
your rational faculties ? How are they emploved, or ra- 
ther, how are they ftupified and benumbed ? 

f» 8. The certainty and importance of the things of 
which I fpeak arc fo evident, from the principles which- * 
you yourfelves grant, that onemight almoil (et a child 
Of an idiot to reafon upon them. And yet they arc ne^ 
glc^ied by thofe, who are grownup to under (landings 
and perhaps fome of them to fuch refinement of under— 
Handing, that tbcy would think themfelves greatly in^ 
I'ured, if they were not to be reckoned among the pa— 
liter, and the more learned part of mankind. 

§. p. But it is not your uegleft, firs, that can deftroy 
the being or importance of fuch things as thcfc It mayt 
indeed dcftroy you, but it cannot in the leaft a^e£t tfaenu 
Permit me therefore, having been my felf awakened, to- 
come to each of you, and foy,'a« the mariners did to* 
Jonah, while afleep in the midft of a" much lefs dange- 
rous florm. What meaneft thou^ O fleepcr ? Arife and 
call upon thy God (i). Do you doubt as to tlie reafonable- 
ncfs, or neceffity, of doing it ? 1 will demand. and an- 
fwer me (k): Anfwer me te your own confcience, as- 
one that mud e'er long, render another kind of account. 

§. 10. You own, that there is a God : and well you^ 
may : for you cannot open your eyes, but you fee the 
evident proofa of his being, his prefence, and his a^ncy. 
You behold him around you in every objeft. You feel- 
liim within you, if I may fo fppak, in every vein, and in 
every nerve. You fee, and you feel,, not only that he 

hath. 

{i)Jon.i.6. Ck)Job 38,3^- 
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hath formed you with an exquifite wifdom, which no 
mortal man could ever fully explain or comprehend, but 
that he is continually near you, wherever you are, and 
however you are employed, by day, or by night ; in him 
you live and move, and have your being (1). Common 
fcnfc will tell you, that it is not your own wifdom, and 
power, and attention, that caufes your heart to beat, 
and your blood to circulate ;. that draws in, and fends- 
out that breadi of life, that precarious breath of a moft 
uncertain life, that is in your npftrils (m). Thefe things 
are done when you flecp, as well as in thofe waking 
moments, when you think not of the circulation of the 
blood, or of the neceffity of breathing, nor fo much as 
rccollefl that you have a heart and lungs. Now what 
is this, but the hand of God, perpetually fiipporting and 
actuating thofe curious machines that he has made ? 

J. II. Not is this his care limited to you ;. but if you 
k)ok all around you, fat as your views can reach, yoir 
fee it extending itfelf on every fide : And Oh how much 
farther than you can trace it ! Refleft on the light and 
heat, which the fun every where difpenfes ; on the air,, 
which furrounds all our globe, on the right temperature 
of which the life of the whole human race depends, and 
that of all the inferior creatures which dwell on the 
earth. Think of the fuitaUe and plentiful provifion made 
foi: man andbeaft; the grafs, the grain, the variety of 
fruits, and herbs, and flowers j every thing that nourifh- 
CB us,, every- thing that delights us ; and fay, whether it 
do not fpeak plainly and loudly, that our Almighty 
Maker is near, and that he is careful of us, and kind to 
tts.- And while all che-fe things proclaim his goodnefs, 
do they not alfo proclaim his power ? For what power 
h any thing comparable to that, which furniflies out 
thofe gifts of royal bounty ; and which, unwearied and 
unchanged, produces continually, from day to day, and 
from age to age, fuch aftorwfhing aud magnificent effe<f\s 
over the face of the whole eardi, and thro' all the re- 
gions of heaven ? 

B 3 §. 12* 

[1) A^8 XYiii. a8. [mj Uai. ii. 2». 
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$• 12. It is then evrdent, that God is prefent, prefent 
' with you at this moment \ even God your Creator and 
Preferver^ God the creator and preferver of the whole 
vifible and invifible worlds And is he not prefent as » 
moil obfervant and attentive being ? He"' that formed 
the eye» iball not he fee ? He tliat planted the ear, fliall 
lie not hear? He that teaches man knowledge, thatgives- 
him his rational facuhies, and pours iir upon his open^ 
ing mind all the light it receives by them>ftiall not he- 
know (n) ? He who fees all the neceffities of his crea- 
tures fo feafonable to provide for them, (hall he not fee 
their a£lions too^ an^ feeing (hall he not judge them i 
Has he given us a fenfe and difcernment of what is good 
^nd evil, of what is true and falfe, of what is fair and 
deformed in temper and conduA; atid has he himfelf: 
no difcemmcnt of thefe things ? Trifle not with yout 
-confciencc, which tells you at once,, that he judges of it 
^and approves or condemns, as it is decent or indecent^, 
xeafonable or unreafonable;. and that the judgment 
which he paiies>. is o£ inlinite importance to all his^ 
I jicreatures- 

J. 13, And now,, to apply all this to your owncafe^ 
let me feriouily aik you, Is it a decent and reafonable. 
things that this great and glorious benefaflor (houid be. 
rnegledled by his rational creatures ? by thofe^ that are. 
•capable of attaining to fome» knowledge of him, and*' 
jjrcfenting to him fome homage ? Is it decent andrea- 
jlbnable that he ibould be forgotten and negle£led by 
•jiou ? Arc you alone of all the works of his hands, for- 
gotten or negledled by him ? Oh finner, thoughtlefsaS' 
you are, you cannot dare to fay th^t, or even to thinic 
'it.. You need not go back to the hclplefs days of your 
iiifancy and childhood,, to convince ybu of the contrary*. 
You need not, in order to this,, to recoUedl the remark- 
able deliverances, which, perliaps, were wrought out for 
you many years ago. The repofe of the lall night, the 
lefreflmient and comfort joa have received this day ;, 

[0) Pfa. xcrv.9, lOi 
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Jea, the mercies you are receiving this very moment^ 
ear witnefs to him j and yet you regard him not. Un^ 
grateful creature that you are ! Could you have treated 
any human benefa£lor thus ? Gould you have born ta 
neglefl a kind parent, or any generous friend, that had 
but a feV months a<^ed the part of a parent to you ? 
to have taken no notice of him,> while in his prefence j ta 
have returned hiin no thanks ^ to have had no contriv-* 
ances to make fome little acknowledgment for all his 
goodnefe I Human nature^ bad as it is, is not fallen (o 
low. Nay, the brutal nature is not £o low as this^r 
Surely every domeftick anin>al round you mud Ihame 
fuch ingratitude. If you do but for a few days take z> 
little kind notice of a^dog,^ and feed him with the ref ufe 
of your table, he will wait upon you and love to be near 
you ; he will be eager to follow you from place to place^ 
©r whew, after a little abfence, you return home, will 
try by athoufand lonc^ tranfported motions^ to tell you 
how much he rej.oices to fee you again. Nay,, brutes, 
fcir lefs faigacious and apprehenfive, have fome fenfe of 
our kindnefsy a'nd exprefe it after their way ; As the 
blefled God condefcends to obferve, in this very view, 
in which I mention^ it, the dull ox knows its owner, 
and the ilupid afs his mailer's crib : (o) What lament-^ 
able degeneracy therefore is it, that you do not know, 
that you, who have been nunU>ered among God's pro- 
felling people, do not, and will not confider your num- 
berlefs obligations to him It 

$•14 Surely, if you have any iflgenuity of temper, 
you muft be alhsmed and grieved in the review ; But 
ff you have not, give me leave farther to expoftulate 
with yotton his head, by fetting it in fomething of a dif- 
ferent light* Ca^n you- think yourfelves (iafe, whilq you, 
are adling a part like this ? Do you not \h your con- 
fcieuce believe, there will be a future judgement ? Do 
you not believe there is an irivilible and eternal world ? 
As profcfled chriftians, we all believe it j for it is no 

controverted 

(a) Ifai. x« 3^ 
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controverted point, but difplaycd in fcriptare with fo 
dear an evidence, that, fobtile and ingenious as nf>cn 
are in error, they have not yet found out a way ta 
evade it. A-nd believing this, do you not fee, that white 
you are thus wantiering from God, dcilruftion an^d mi- 
feryare in your ways (p) ? WiH thi« indolence and nrf* 
gUgence of temper be any fec^irityro you ? Will it guard 
you from death ? Will it excufe you from judgment? 
You might much more reafonably expeft, that flintti ng 
your eyes would be a defence againft the rage of a de- 
vottfinglion; or that locking another way flioald fe-^ 
cjire yo«r body from being pierced by a bullet . or a 
iwora. When God fpeak^ of the e^xtravagant folly of 
fome thoughtlfefs creatures, who MK>uld hearken to no- 
admonition now, he addsi in a very a^^ful manner, 
In the latter day they fhall eonfider it pcrfeflly (q). And 
k not this applicable to you? Muft you not, fooner or 
latter, be brought to think of thefe things, whether 
you will or no ? And, in the mean time, do you not 
certainly know, that timely and ferious refleftion upon 
them is, thro' divine grace, the only way to prevent 
,your ruin ? 

J. 15. Yes finner, I need not multiply words on a 
fubjeft like this. Your confciencc is already inwardly 
convinced, tho' your pride may be unwilling to own it. 
And, to prove it, let me afk you one queftion more ^ 
Woutd you upon any terms and confiderations what- 
ever, come to a refolution abfolutely to difmifs all far- 
ther thought of religion, and all care about it, from this- 
day and hour, and to abide by the confequences of 
that negle£l ? I believe, hardly any man living wouM- 
be bold enough to determine upon this. I believe, m oft 
of my readers would l?c ready to tremble at the thought 
of it. 

§. 16. But if it be neceffiiry to take thefe things in*- 
to confideration at all, it is neceffary to do it quickly ; 
forlif^itfelf is hot fo very long, nor fo certain, that 

(p) Rom. iii,l6* (c[) Jcr. Kiii. %Ot 
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a wife man Ihould rifquc much upon its continuance* 
And rjiope to convince you, when I have another hear- 
ing, that it is neceflary to do it immediately ; and that , 
next to^ the madncfs of refolving, you will not think 
of refigion at all, is that of faying, you will think of 
it hereafter. In the mean time, paufe on the hints which 
have been already given, and they will prepare you to 
receive what is to be added on that head. 

The Meditation of a Sinner, nvho was once thought^ 
lefs^ Sut begins hbe awakened^ 

•* A WAEIE, Oh my forgetful foul, awake fronv 
^ jfx ^^^^ wandering dreams. Turn thee from 
•* this chace of vanity, and for a little while be per- 
•« Traded by all thefe confiderations, to look forward, 
** and to look upward, at Icaft for a few moments. Suf- 
•* ficicnt are the hours, and days, given to the la-- 
*« hours and amufements of Hfe. , Grudge not a fhort 
^ allotment of minutes, to view thvfelf, and thine own 
«• more immediate concerns J torene<n:, who, and what 
M thou art^ how it comes to pafs, that thou art here^ 
•* and what thou muft quickly be ! 

" It is indeed, a^ thou haft feen it now reprefentcd^- 
«* Oh my foul ! Thou art the creature of God j form- 
•* ed and furniflied by him, and lodged in a body, 
*« which he provided, and which he fupports j a body,. 
•* in which he intended thee only a tranfitory abode. 
•* Oh think how foon this tabernacle muft be difolved 
*< (r),and thou muft return to God (s). And fhall He,, 
*^ the One, Infinite, Eternali Ever-bkffed, and Ever- 
" glorious Being, fliall He be the leaft of all regarded by 
•* thee ? Wilt thou live and die with this charafler, faying 
** by every a<Elion of every day, unto God \ Depart from 
** me, for I defire not the knowledge of thy ways (t)? 
** The morning, the day, the evening, the night, every 
** period of time has its excufes for this negleftj But, 

Oh^ 

[rj a,Coi,v,I. p] Ecd. xii. 7. • (^8].Job.xxi. 14. 
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ti- ^io leghu to ie awaiened. CKap. t^ 

*« Oh, my foul wh^t will thefe cxcufes appear, whett 
«« exatmined by his penetrating eye ! They may delude 
** me ; but they cannot impofe upon him. 

•* Oh ! Thou injxired, neglefled, provoked benefac-* 
« tor ! When I think, but for a moment or two, of all 
** thy greatnefs, and of allthygoodnefs,! am aftonifh- 
«* ed at this infenfibility, which hath prevailed in mine 
«* heart, and even ftill prevails. I blufh and^ am con- 
•* founded to lift up my face before thee [u J. On the 
•* moft tranfient review, I fee, that I have played 
«* the^fool, that I have erred exceedingly [x]* And yet 
«« this ftupid heart of niine would make its having ne- 
•* gle£ted thee fo long, a reafon for going on to ne-' 
<* gle£l thee. I o^n it might }uftly be expefted, that, 
•* with regard to thee, every one of thy rational crea-^ 
•* tures (hould be all duty and love : That each- heart 
•< fliould be. full of a lenfc of thy prefence;: and that 
** a care to pleafe* thee ffiould Twallow op' every other 

' ** care. Yet thou haft not been in all my thoughts[yj^ 
•* and rel?gion, the end and glory of my nature, h% beeit 
*< fo ftrangely overlooked, that I have hardly ever fe- 
•^ rioufly alked my own heart, what it is. — I know, if 
** matters reft here, I perifli, and yet, I feel-in myper- 
** vcrfc nature, a fecret indifpofition to purfuc thefe 
*« thoughts > a profanenefs, if not entirely to difmifs 
«« them, yet to lay them afide for the prefcnt. My mind 
•< is perplexed and divided ^ but I am fure, thou whor 
V madeft me, knowcft what is beft for me. I there-- 
*< fore befeech thee, that thou wilt, for thy name's fake^ 
«< lead me and guide me [zy Let me not delay, till it isP 
^< for ever too late^ Pluck me as a brand out of the 

* «« burning [a]]. Oh break this fatal enchantment that^ 
•< holds down my affeftion to objeds, which my judg- 
*« ment comparatively defpifcs ! And let me, at length, 
♦^ come into fo happy a ftate of mind, that I may not be 
*< afraid to chink of thee, aod of myfelf ^ and may noc 

be 
< 

r»]. £zr. ix. 6. [x] t Sam. xxvi. ar. fy] Pial» »• 4^ 

lz\ Pfal. xxxi. z* [a], Amosiv. ii^ 

" Digitized by CiOOQ IC 



Chap 2* Tie Meditattons of an awaiened Jinner. t% 

^< be tempted to wilh, that thou hadft not made me, or 
*< that thou couldft for ever forget me j .that it majr not 
<« be my heft hope to perifti like the brutes. 

" If what I (hall farther read here, be agreeable to 
<• truth and ,reafon ; if it be calculated to promote mj 
^^ happinefs, and is to be regarded as an intimation of 
'* thy will and pleafure to me ; O God, let me hear 
*^ and obey ! Let the words of thy fervant, when plead- 
** ingthy caufe, be like goads to pierce into my mind ! 
^« and let me rather feel, and fmart, than die ! Let 
*« them be as nails faftened in a fure place (b): That 
*^ whatever myfteries afe as yet unknown, or whatever 
<« difficulties there be in religion, if it be neccflary, I 
*« may not finally forget it j and that if it be expedient 
^< to attend immediately to it, I may no longer delay 
«« that' attendance ! And, Oh let thy grace teach me 
« the leflbn, I am fo flow to learn ; and conquer that 
•* ftrong oppolition, which I feel in my heart, againft 
<< the very thought of it f Hear thefe broken cries, for 
*^ the fake of thy fon, who has taught and faved ma- 
*« ny a creature as untradlable as I, and can out of 
^ Jloflcs raife up children to Abraham (c) I 

(b) Eccl. xii. ai. (z) Matth. iii. 9. 
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24 Tbijhmer cauiioned agamt delap Chap. %. 

CHAP. m. 

The awakened Sinner urged to immediate Confidera* 
tion^ and cautioned agaluft Delay. 



Sifffters when awakened, inclinable to difnufs conviBtons Jor 
the preJenU § i . An immediate regard to religion urged 
^2.(1.) From the excellency andpleafure of the thing itfelf. 
J 3.(2.) From the uncertainty of that future time on 
nuhich finners prefume^ compared nvith , the fad confe^ 
quences of being cut off in ft n. J 4. (3,) From the immu* 
tabiliiy of GOU s prefent demands, j 5. (4.) From the 
tendency^ nvhich delay has, to make a compliance with 
thefe demands more dMcult than it is at prefent, # ^« (5-) 
From the danger of GOiys withdrawing hisfpirit, com" 
pared with the dreadful cafe of aftiiner given up by it s 
j 7. Which probably is now the cafe with many, } 8. 
^ince therefore^ on the whole ^ whatever the event be, de* 
lays may prove matter of lamentation. § 9. The chapter 
concludes with an exhortation againfl yielding to them : 
j I O. And a prayer againfl temptations of that kind. 



f 



. I. T HOPE my lad addrefs fo far awakened th^ 
* conviftions of my reader, as to bring him to 
this purpofe, " That fome time or other he would at- 
«< tend to religious confideralions." But give me leave 
to afk earneftly and punftually, "When that Ihall be ?'* 
Go thy way for this time, and at a more convenient feafon 
I will fend for thee, was the language, and the ruin, of 
unhappy Felix(a), when he trembled under the reafon- 
ings, and expoftulations of the Apoftle. The tempter pre- 
fumed not to urge, that he fhould give up all thoughts 
of repentance and reformation \ but only that, confider- 
ing the prefent hurry of his affairs (as no doubt they 
were many,) he fliould defer it to a longer day. The 
artifice fucceeded> and Felix was undone. 

f.2. 

^^^, (alAasxxiv .25. 
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Chap. 3 Imme£ate regard to religion urged* tjf 

f. a. Will you, reader, difmifs me thus ? Forydur 
own fake, and out of tender compaflion to your perifh* 
ing imraortal.foul^ I would not willingly take up with 
fuch adifmiflion, and excufe. No, not tho' you (hall 
fix a time ; tho* you fliall determine on the next year, of 
month, or week, or day. I would turn upon you with 
all the eagernefs and tendernefs of friendly importuni- 
ty^and intreat you to bring the matter to an iffue even 
now. For if you fay, " I will think on thefe things to- 
** morrow," I (hall have but little hope ; and (hall con- 
clue. That all I have hitherto urged, and all you have 
read, hath been offered and viewed in vain. 

f 3. When I invited you to the cafe and praflicc 
of religion, it may feem ftrangc, that it ihould bene- 
ceffary for^ me, afFeftionately to plead the cafe with 
you-, in order to your immediate regard and compliance. 
What I am inviting you to, is fo noble and excellent 
in itfelf, fo well worth the dignity of our rational na- 
ture, fofuitable to it, fo manly, and (bwifc, that one 
would imagine, you fhould take fire, as it were, at the 
firft hearing of it 5 yea, that fo delightful a view ffiould 
prefently pofTefs your whole foul with a kind of indig- 
nation againfl yourfelf, that you purfued it no fooner. 
<< May I lift up mine eyes, and my foul to God ? May 
«« Idevote myfelftohim ? May I even now commence 
« a friendfhip with him .^ A friend (hip, which fhalUaft 
<« for ever, the (ecurity, the delight, the glory of this 
*' immortal nature of mine ?" And (hall 1 draw back 
and fay, ** neverthelefs let me not commence thisfriend- 
« (hip too foon : Let me live at leaft a few weeks, or a 
«, few days longer, without God in the world.*' Sure- 
ly it would oe much more reafonable to return inward, 
atid fay, « O my foul, on what vile husks, haft thou 
«< been feeding, while thine heavenly father has been 
«< forfaken, and injured ? Shall Idefire to multiply the 
<^ days of my poverty, my fcandal, and my mifety ?"On 
this principle, furely, an immediate return to God fbould 
^ in all reafon be chofen, rather than to play the fool any 
longer, and to go on a little more to difpleaft God, 
and thereby to ftarve and to wound-your own fyul, even 
C tho 
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2$ from the uncartaiftty of lift. ^ Chap, j, 

tbo' your continuance in life were ever fp certaip^ and 
yoj^r capacity to return to God and your duty ever fi^ 
entirely in your own power, now, and in every future 
moment, thro' fcores of years yet to come. 

$. 4. But who, or what are you, that you fhou]d lay 
your account for years, or for months to come ? Wha( 
IS your life ? Is it not even as a vapour, that appearetH 
for a little time, and then vanifhcth away (d)? And what 
is your fecurity, or what is ypur peculiar warrant, that 
you fhouldthus depend upon the certainty of it$ con- 
tinuance ? And that fo abfolutely, as to venture, as it 
were, to pawn your foul upon it ? Why you will perhaps 
fay, " I^am young, and in all my bloom and vigour: 
*< I fee hundreds about me, w^ho are more than doubly 
•* my age 5 and not a few of them, who fcem to think 
«^ it too foon to attend to religion yet.*' You view the 
living, and you talk thus. But I befeech you, think of 
the dead. Return in your thoughts, to thofQ graves ia 
which you have ieft fome of your young companions, 
and your friends. You faw them a while, ago gay an4 
aftivc ; warm with life, and hopes, and fchemes. An4 
fome of them would h^ve thought a.friend ilrangely im- 
portunate, that fliould have interrupted them in their 
bufinefs, and their pleafures, with a foleron leflure on 
death and eternity. Yet they were then on the very 
borders of both. You have fince feen their corpfes, 
or at lead their coffins ; and probably carried about 
with you the badges of mourning, which you received 
at their funerals. Thofe once vigorous, and perhaps 
beautiful bodies of theirs, now He mouldering in the dull, 
as fenflefs, and helplefs, as the moft decrepid pieces of 
human nature, which fourfcore y^ars ever brought down 
to it. And what is infinitely more to be regarded, their 
fouls, whetherprepared for this great change, or thought- 
lefs of it, have made their appearance before GGd,>and. 
are at this moment, fixed either in heaven or in hell. 
Now let me ferioufly aflc you, Would it be miraculous, 
or w^uld it be ftrange, if fuch an event ihould .befall 
^, • you ? 
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Chap. 5* 7h€ drioJful cafe of dying unprepared. 2? 

. yo^? How are you fure, that fomc fatal difeafe fliall not 
this day begin to work in your veins? How arc you 
fure, that you fliall ever be capable of reading or think- 
ing any more, if you do not attend to what ycni now 
read, and purfue the thought which is now offering it- 
felf to your mind? This fudden alteration majr at lead 
poffibly happen; and if it does, it will be to you a 
terrible one indeed. To be thus furprifcd into the prc- 
fencc of a forgotten tJod; to be torn away, at once, 
from a world, to which your whole heart and foul hals 
been rivetted v a worlds which has engroffed all your 
thoughts and cares, all your defires and purfuits ; and be 

' fixed in a ftate, which you never could be fo far per- 
fuaded to think of , as to fpend fo much as one hout 
in ferious preparation for it ; How muft you even fliud- 
der at the aprehenfion of it, and with what horror muft 
it fill you ? Iffeems matter of wonder, that, in fuck 
drcumftances, you iare not almoft diflrafted with the 
thoughts of the uncertainty of life^ and are not even 
ready to die for fear of death. To triffe with feod any 
longer, after fofolemn an admonition as this, would be 
a circumftance of additional provocation, which, after all 
the reft, might be fatal: Nor is there any thing you 
can expedl in fuch a cafe, but that he Ihould cut you 
DfF immediately, and teach other thoughtlefs creatures^ 
by your ruin, what a hazardous experiment they make^ 
when they aft as you are aifting.- 

§. 5, And will you, after all, run this defperate rifque? 
For what imaginable purpofe can you do it ? I>o you 
think, the bofmefs of religion will beconle lefs neceflary, 
©r more cafy, by your delay? You know, that it will 
not. You know that whatever the blelTed God de^ 
mands now, he will alfo demand twenty or thirty years 
hence, if you fliould live to fee the- time. God hath 
fixed this method, in v/hich he will pardon and accept 
finners, in his gofpel. And will he ever alter that 
method ? Or if He will not, can men alter it f You like 
not to think of repenting, and humbling yourfelf before 
God, to receive righteoufnefs and life from his free 
grace in Chrift j and you above ail diflike the thought 
C a of 
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of returning to God in the ways of holy obedience. But 
will he ever difpenfe with any of thefe, and puUifh a 
Xiewgofpel, withpromifes of life 'and falvation to im- 
penitent, unbelieving finners, if they will but call them- 
felves chriftians, and fubmit to a few external rites ? 
How long, do you think, you might wait for fuch a 
change in tbeconditutionof things ? You know, death 
will come upon you ; and you cannot but know in your 
own confcience, that a general difiblution will come up- 
^on the world, long before God can thus deny himfclf> 
and contradi^l all his perfeftions, and all his declara^ 
ions» 

§. 6. Or if his demands continue the fame, as they 
affuredly will, do you thinly, any thing, which is now 
difagree^ble to you in them, will be Icfs difagreeable 
hereafter, than it is at ptcfent ? Shall you love to fi» 
lefs, when it is become more habitual to you, and 
when confcience is yet more enfeebled and debauched T 
If you are running with the footmen and fainting, (hallr 
you be able to contend with the horfemen (c) P Surely you 
cannot imagine it. You would not fay> in any dillem- 
per which threatened your life, " I will (lay till I 
*< grow a little worfe, and then J will apply to a phy- 
*« fjcian : I will let my difeafe get a little more root- 
" ing in my vitals, and then I will try what can bei 
«. done to remove it." Noj it is only where the life 
cf the foul is concerned, that mtn think thus wildly ^ 
the life and health of the body appear too precious, to^ 
be thus trifled away. 

J. 7. If after fuch defpeiate experiments you are eVer 
recovered, it mull be by an operation of divine, grace on* 
your foul, yet more powerful and more wonderful, in: 
proportion to the increafing inveteracy of your fpirituuL 
maladies. And can you cxpeft that the Holy Spirit 
fhould be ready to aifift you, in confequence of 
youf having fo fhamefully trifled with him and affront- 
ed him ? He is now, in fome mcafure,^ moving on your 
heart : If you feel any fecrct relentings in it upon what 

JOUi 
Cc) Jer xii. 5, 
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Cfiap. 3'- T'ou may he left to hardnefs of hearty 2g 

you read, it is a fign you arc not utterly forfaken : But 
^ho can telJ, whether thefe are not the laft touches he 
will ever give to a heart fo long hardened againft him ? 
Who can tell, but God may this day fwear in his wrath 
that you (hall not enter into his re(l(d)? I have been 
telling you, that you may immediately die. You own it 
poffible, you may. And can you think of any thing 
more terrible ? Yes, finner, I will tell yoU:of one thing 
more terrible than^ immediate death, and immediate 
damnation. The blefled God may fay, f*^ As- for that 
•« wretched creatufei who has fo long trifled with me,-. 
*• and provoked me, let him ftill live : let him live in 
•* the midft of profperity and plenty ; let him live un- 
•» der the pureft and mod powerful ordinances of the 
€€ gofpel too ; that he may abufe them, to aggravate 
« his condemnation, and die under fevenfold guilt, and 
« a fevenfold cure.- I will not give him the grace to 
*« think of his \vays for oneferious moment more i but 
«* he fliall go on from bad to worfe, filling up the 
•* meafure of his inquities, till death and dcllrudion 
« feize him in an unexpefted hour, and wrath come- 
^ upon him to the utter mod (e).- 

§ 8. You think this an uncommon Cafe j but, I feaf, 
it ismiichotherwife. Ifear there ate few congregations, 
where the word of God. has^^ been faithfully preached,, 
and where it has been long defpifed, efpecially by thofe 
whom it had once* awakened, in which the eye of God 
does n6t fee a number of fuch wretched fouls 5 tho' it is 
itnpoflfible for us to pronounce upon the cafe, who they 
^re;- 

5 9. rpretend'not to fay, How he will deal with you 
ph reader;, whether he will immediately cut you otf; 
orfeal you up under final hardnefs and impenitency of 
heart ; or wJhether bis grace may, at length, awaken 
you, to confider your ways, and return to him, even 
^when your heart is grown yet more obdurate than it is 
at prefent. For tp his Almighty grace noticing is hard, 
not eventotransfprma^rock of marble into a man and 
C3 a 
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30 A praytr for one under crnivlaions^ Chap, j^ 

a faint. But this I will confidently fay, that if yoa 
delay any longer, the time will come, when you will 
bitterly repent of that delay, and either lament it before 
God in the angulfh of your heart here, or curfe your 
own folly and madnefsin hell ; yea^ when you will wiOi^ 
that, dreadful as hell is, you had rather fallen ijito it 
fooner, than have Kved in the midft off© many abufed- 
merries, to render the degree of your punifhment more 
infepportable, and your fenfe of it moie e^quifitely tor-- 
mentkig. 

J. 10. I <Jo therefore exhort you,, in the namc^ of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift, and by the worth, and^ if I may fcv 
^eak, by the blood of your immortal and perifliing foul^ 
that you delay not a day, or an hour longer.^ Far froov 
giving fleep to your eyes, or dumber to your eyelids ^f)j^ 
Xn the continued negledl of this, important concern, take 
with you even now words, and turn unto the JLORJJii^^)^ 
and before you quit the place where you now are, fatt 
upon your knees in his facred prefence, and pour ou( 
your heart in fuch language, or at leaft to fome iiick 
purpofe as this«w 

j( V^i^YE'&Jbr ofie^ ivho is tempted^toAt\?ij af^ying ta 
Religion, M under jQtmcozLviB'wn of Us imj^rtiikncu. 

^ /^Kf thou rigbteoug and holy fovereigu of hea-^ 
** V--^ ^^" ^^^ earth t Thou God in whofe hand mj^ 
«< breath 16, and whofe are all my ways (h J I \ C!onfcfe„ 
*^ I have been far from glorifying thee,.ofc conducing; 
*^ myfelf according to the intimations, or the declare 
« tiona of thy will- I have therefore reafou to? adore 
«« thy forbearance and goodnefs, that ihou haft ftot long 
^ fihce ftopped my breath, and cut me.oiFfr^nvthq lan(t 
<< of the living. I adore thy patience, that I have not- 
« months and years ago, been an inhabitant of hell ^ 
^ where ten thoufand delaying finnerb are noW lament-^ 
♦< ing their folly^ and will be lamenting it forever^— -^ 
« But, O God,. now poffible is it,^ that this trifling heart 

« o£ 
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Chap. ;.. ^^nsi blf'lmng ttmptcd to deta^. ^ 

^« of imwe may, at length, bettay me into the fame 
«* ruin I And then, alas, into a ruin aggravated by aH 
*< thia patience and forbearance of thine ! I am convino 
^ edj that fooner or latter religion muft be my ferioas' 
^ care^ or I am undone. And yet my foolifh heart 
♦* dra W0 back from the yoke : Yet I ftretcb myfelf upoa 
•* the bedof iIo8h, and cry out for a little more flecp, » 
*< little iBorefluiAbet^ a little nK>re folding of the h^d» 
^ to fleep(i}« rhu$ doestny corrlq>t heart plead forite 
** owa indolgefice^ agatnft the cotoviftion c^i^y better 
«< judgment*. Whstt flialll £iy ? OLord^mFe me fbott 
*< n^yfelf i Save «Ae fi?om the artifices and deceitfillnefik 
♦«^ of fin t Save me from the treachery of thij perverfr 
^ and dj^nerate natiure of mine, smd iil upon my 
^ roind wh^ I have no^ been reading (: 

<^ O Lord I am tiot now inftvu Aed in truths, whicli 
^ were before quite nnknomrir. Oftea have I been warn^ 
^ ed of ihc uncertainty of life, and of the greater u*h- 
•« certaint}; of the>day of falvatton r And I have fdrra*» 
•* cd fome light purpofesyand have begun to take a few 
" ivrefolute iteps in my way towards a return tt>tliee. 
' ^ ?ut> alas^l I have been only, as it were, flutteririg 
f^ about vdigtoAy and have never fixed upon it. All my 
'< i^lblutiops ha^ been fcattered like {moke, or difpei^ 
«« cd, like a cloudy vapour before the wind. Oh that 
<* thoa wouMft now bring ^efe things* borne to mr 
•* hearty with a more powerful convifiion than it hatn 
♦« ever yet felt \ O that thou wouldft purfue me with 
*« them^even when I flee from them; if I (hould ever 
*« grow mad enough to endeavour to efcape thctn any 
« more \ May thy fpirit addrefs me in the language of 
•* e^dual terror*, and add all the moft powerful me- 
•* thods which thou knoweft to be nccefliary, to awaken 
•* me from this lethargy, which must otherwifcbe mor- 
•* tal \ May the found of thefe things be in mine ears> 
♦♦ when I go out, and when I come in, when I lie down,^ 
•« and when I rife up (k) ! And if the repofc of the 
^ nighty and the bufineCs of the day be for a while in- 

« tcr- 
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3^ A pYayer for one -under convidions* Chap. ^^ 

•« terrupted by the imprcffion, be it fo, O Gk>d ! If t 
*« but thereby carry on my bufinefs with thee to bettet 
•« purpofe, and at length fecure a repofe in thee, inflead 
«« of all that terror which I now find, when I think upon 
« God, and am troubled (1) 

<« OLord, my flefh trembleth fdr^iearof thee; and I 
« am afraid of thy judgments (m). I am' afraid, left 
<< even now,^that I hare begun to think of religion, thou 
** flioaldft cut me off in this critical and important mo^ 
*< ment, before my thoughtsgrow to any ripenefs ; and 
f^ bladr in eternal death, the firft buddings and openings 
•«* of it in my mind« But CMi fpare me, I earneftly in- 
<^ treat thee \ for thy mercies fakej ipare me a littld 
<♦ longer ! It may be, thro' thy grace, I (hall return; 
^* It may be^ if thou continueft thy patience towards vat 
•* a while longer, there may be fome better fruit pro- 
•< duced by this cumberer of the ground (n). And may 
«* the remembrance of that long forbearance, which 
<^ thou haft already exercifed towards me, prevent my 
•* continuing to trifle with thee, and with my own 
•* foul! From this day, O Lord, from thib mbment; 
*' may I able to datd more lafting impreflions of religion, 
•* than have ever yet been made upon my heart by all 
'^ that I have ever read, or all that I have heard I Amen.- 

[J)Kalr Izxvii. 3, fm) J?fal. c*ix 130. (n) UiUJiA&, 7, ^1 
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Chap. 4* Tie Jiftner charged nvith guitt. 33 

CHAP. IV. 

The Sinner arraigned and conviAed. 

ConviBion of guilt necejfary. f. i. A Charge of rebellion 
againft GOD advanced, $.2. Where it isjheivefif {l>) 
That all men. are horn under GOjys law. J. 3. (2.) 
That no man hath perfeBly kept ft. f. 4- An appeal to 
the reader^ s c$nfcience on this head^ thtit he hath not.^ 
j. 5. 13.) That to have broken it f if an evil inexpref 

Jibly great. }. 6. Jllttjlrated by a more particular view of 
^ the aggravations of ihi^ guilty ari/ingy {j) From know* 
ledge. J. 7. (2.) From divine favours received'. J. 8.— 
(3.) From convi5lions of \:onfcience overborne. $. 9. (4.)'v 
From the ftrivings of GOD'S fpir it refisted. J. 10.(5.) 
From vows arid refolutions broken. \. 11. The charge 

Jiimmed up^ and left upon the fnner^s confcience. J. 1 2» 
Thefinnet^s confeffion ajter a convtHion of guUU 

\ I. A S I am attemping to lead you to true re- 
I \^ ligion, and not merely to fome fuperfi— 
cial form of it, I am fenfible, I can do it no otherwife, 
than in the way of deep humiliation. And therefore^ 
fuppofing you are perfuaded, thro' the divine bleffing 
on what you have before read^ to take it into confide- 
ration, I would now end,eavour, in the firft place, with 
all the ferioufnefs I can, to make you heartify fenfiblc 
of jour guih before God.. For I we/l know, that un- 
lefs you are convinced of this, and afFefted with the con- 
viSion, all the provifions of gofpel grace will be flight- 
ed, and your|foul infallibly deftroycd, in the midft of the 
Bobleft means appointed for its recovery. I am fully 
perfuaded that thoufands live and die in a courfe of 
fin, without feeling upon their hearts any fenfe that 
they arc finners ^ though they cannot for _{hamc, but 
own it in words.. And therefore let me deal faith- 
fully with you, tho* I may feera to deal roughly; for 
complaifance is not to give law to addrefles, in whicK 
the life of your foul is concerned. 

i Z, Permit me therefore, O finner^ to coniider mv^ 

fd£ 
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felf at this time» as an adTocate of God ; as one em* 
ployed in his name, to plead againft thee, and to charge, 
thee with nothmg lefs than being a rebel, and a trait- 
or, againft the Sovereign Majedy of heaven and earth. 
However thou mayeft be dignified or distinguiflied a- 
monc men ; if the noblest blood run in thy veins ; if 
thy (eat were among princes, and thine arm were the 
terror of the mighty in the land of the living(a); it 
would be necefTary, thou fliouldst be told, and told plain- 
ly, thou hast broken the laws of the king of kings, and 
by the breach of it art become obnoxious to his righte- 
ous condemnation. 

J. 3. Your confcicnce tells you, that you were born 
the natural fubjeft of God 5 born under the indifpenfiWc* 
obligations" of his law. For it is moft apparent, that 
the conftitution of your rational nature, which makes 
you capable of receiving law from God, binds you to 
obey it. Ahd it is equally cvxticiU and Ccf tain, that 
you havj not cxa£lly obeyed this law ; nay, that you 
have violated it in many aggravated in (lances. 

j; 4, Will you dare to deny this ? Will you dare toaf* 
fert your innocence? Rcmemberit muft be a compleat in- 
nocence : Yes, and a perfeft righteoufnefb too; or it can 
ftand you in no stead, farther than to prove, that, tho' 
a condemned (inner, you are not quite fo criminal as 
fome others, and will not have quite fo hot a place in 
hell as they. And when this is con(idered, will you 
plead not guilty to the charge? Search the records of 
your own confcience ; for God fearcheth them : A(k 
it ferioufly, « Have you never in your lives (inned against 
" God f ' Solomon declared, that in his days there 
was not a just man upon earth, who did good, and (in-*- 
ned not(b): And the Apostle Paul, that all had (inned^ 
and come (hort of the glory of GOI)(c) that both lews 
and Gentiles, (which you know, comprehend the whole 
human race,) were all under lin(d). And t:an you pre- 
tend any imaginable reafon, to believe the World is 
grown fo much better (ince their days,, that any fhould 

no^ir 
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now t^ead , their, own cafe .as an crcepiion ? Or will 
you, nowever> prefume to arife, in the face of the om-r 
nifcient Majefty of heaven, and fay, I am the man, 

$ 5. Suppofing, as before, you have been free, from 
thof(p grpfsafls of immortality, which arefoperniciou9 
to fociety, that they have .generally been punifhabJ^ by 
human laws \ can you pretend, that you have not ; in 
fmajlcr inftances, violated the rules of piety, of tempe* 
ranee, and of charity? Is there any one perfon, who has 
intimately known you, that would not be able to itU 
tify, you had faid, or done fomcthing amifs? Or if 
others could. not conviii,you, would not your own Keart 
dp it ? ' Does it not prove you guilty of pride, , of paflion, 
of fcnfuajity ; of an exqeffive fondnefs for the world, 
and its enjoyments; of murmuring, or at leaft'of fecret- 
ly repining, againftGod, under the ftrokesof hisaffliiSl- 
ing providence ; of mifpending a great deal of your 
time ; of abufing the gifts of God^s bounty,, to vain, 
if not. (in fome inftances) to pernicious purpofcs; of 
mocking him, when you have pretended to engage iij 
his vvorlhip, drawing near to him with your mouth and 
ypur lips, while your heart has been far from him (e) 
Does not confcience condemn you of fome one breach of 
the law at Icaft ? And by one breach of it you are in a 
fenfe, a fcriptural fenfe, become guilty of all (f ) ) and are 
as incapable of being juilified before God by any obe- 
dience of your own, as if you had committed ten thou- 
fand offences But iu reality, there are ten thoufaod, and 
snore chargeable to your account. When you come to 
refleft on all your fins of negligence, as well as on thofc 
of commiffion \ on all the inftances in which you have 
failed to dcrgood when it was in the power of yoar hand 
to do it (g) ; on all the inftances, in which afls of devo- 
tion have been omitted, efpecially in fecret; and on all 
ihofe cafes in which you have {hewn a ftupid difregard to 
the honour of God, and to the temporal and eternal hap- 
pinefs of your fellow creatures: When all thefe, I fay, 
are reviewed, the number will fwell beyond all poffibi- 

lity 
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lity of account, and force you to cry out, mine iniqui* 
ties arc more than the hairs of my head [h]. They will 
appear in fuch a light before you, that your own heart 
will charge you with countlefs multitudes ; and how 
much more then that GODf who is greater than your 
heart, and knoweth all things [i]. 

$. 6. And fay, (inner, is it, a little thing, that you 
have prefumed to fet Hght by the authority of the God 
of heaven, and to violate his law, if it had oeen by mere 
carelefsnefs and inattention? How much more heinous^ 
therefore, istHe guilt, when in fo many instances you 
have done it knowingly, and wilfully ? Give me leave 
ferioufly to alk you, and let me intreat you to afk yout 
own foul, against whom hast thou magnified thyfelf r A- 
gainst whom haft thou exalted thy voice (k), or lifted up 
thy rebellious hand? On whofe law. Oh finner, haft thou 
prefumed to trample? And whofe friendftiip, and whofe 
enmity haft thou thereby dared to affront? Is-it a man 
like thyfelf that thou haft infulted ? Is it only a temporal 
monarch ? Only one, who can kill the body, and then hath 
no more that he can do(l)? Nay, fin ner, thou would not 
have^dared to treat a temporal prince, as thou haft treat-* 
cd the King eternal, immortal, and invifible(m). No price 
could have hired thee, to deal by the majefty of an earth- 
ly fovereign, as thou haft dealt By that God, before whom 
the cherubim and feraphim are continually bowing. — 
Not one oppofing or coftiplaining,difputing or murmur- 
ing word is heard among all the celefti^l legions, when 
the intimations of his will are publiflied to them. And 
who art thou, Oh wretched man ? Who art thou, that 
thou fliouldft oppofe him ? That thou fhouldft oppofe 
and provoke a Cfod of infinite power and terror, who 
needs but exert one fingle aQ of his fovereign will, and 
thou art in a moment ftripped of every pofi'effion ; cut 
off from every hope ; deftroyed and rooted up from ex- 
iftence, if that were his pleafure 5 or, what is incon- 
ceivably worfe, configned over to the fevereft and moft 
lafting agonies? Yet, this is the God whom thou hast 

offendi 
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offended 4 whom thou haft affronted to his facci pr^fanK- 
lag to violate his exprefs laws in his very prefence : 
lliis is the God before whom thou ftandeft as a con* 
vided criminal \ convi£ied not bf one or two particn* 
lar offences, but of thoufands and ten thoufands : of a 
courfe andferies of rebellions and provocations, in which 
thoix haft ^erfifted, more or lefs, ever fince thou waft 
l)om ; and the particulars of which have been attended, 
with alinoft every conceivable circumftance of aggrava- 
tion ; Reflect on particulars \ and deny the charge if 
you can, 

{• 7. If knowledge be an aggravation of gurlt, thy 

{TUilt, Ofmnef, is greatly aggravated ! For thou waft 

born in Emmanuel's land, and God hath written to thee 

the great things of his law, yet thou hall accounted 

them as a ftrange thi;ng (n). Thou haft known to do good, 

and haft not done it f 0} ^ and therefore to thee the omii- 

£on of it has been (in indeed. Haft thou not known ? 

Haft thou not heard (p) ? Waft thou not early taught 

the will of God, in thine infant years? Haft thou not 

fince received repeated leflbns, by which it has been 

inculcated again and again, in public and in private, 

ly preaching anl reading the word of God ? Nay, hath 

not thy duty been in fome inftances, fo plain, that even 

without any inftru£lion at all, thine own reafon might 

eafily have inferred it? And haft thou not alfo beqn 

warned of the confequencesof difobedience? Haft thou 

not knowji the righteous judgment of God, that they 

who commit fuch things are worthy of death (q) ? Yet 

thou haft, perhaps, not only done the fame, but haft 

taken pleaftire in thofethatdo tbenl ; haft chofen them 

for thy moft intimate friends and companions; fo as 

thereby to ftrengthen by the force of example and con- 

verfe, the bands of cadi bther in your iniquities. 

5. 8. N'4y more, If divine love ahd mercy be any 
aggravation of the fins commit^diagainft it, thy crimes, O 
(inner, arc heiuoully aggravated. Muft thou not ac- 

D knowledge 
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knowledge it,0 foolifli creature and unwifc ? Haft thou 
not been nouriflied and brought up by him as his child, 
and yet haft rebelled againft him (r)? Didjiot God take 
you out of the womb (s) ? Did he not watch o5^r you in 
your infant days, and gaurd you from a muhitude of 
dangers, which the moft careful parent or nurfe cauld 
not have obferved, or warded off 2^ Has he not given 
you your rational powers? And is it not by him you 

^ have been favoured with every opportunity of improv- 
ing them ? Has he not every day fupplied your wants, 
with an unwearied liberality ; and added, with refpeft 
to many who will read this, the delicacies of life to its 
neceffary fupporti ? Has he not heard your cry, when 
trouble came upon you (t) : and frequently appeared /or , 
your deliverance, when in the diftreffes of nature you 
have called upon him for help? Has he not tefcued you 
from ruin, when it feemed juft ready to fwallow you 
up; and healed your difeafes, when it feemed to all a- 
bout you. that the rcfidue of your days was cut off in the 
Vnidft (u)? Or, ff it had not been fo, is not this long conti- 
nued, and uninterrupted health, which you have enjoyed 
for fo many years, to be acknowledged as an equivalent d- - 
'bliga^tion? Look round upon all your pofftffions, and fay,' 
What one thing have you in the world, ^;diich his good- 
nefs did not give you, and which it hath not thus far 
preferved to you ? Add to all .*this, the kind notices of 
his will whichhe hath /ent you; the tender expollula- 
tions which he hath ufed with you, to brinjg you to a 
wifer and better temper ; and the difcoveries and graci- \ 
oi>s invitations of his gofpel, which you have heard, -and 

^ which you have defpifed : And then fay, whether your 
rebellion has not been aggravated by the vileft ingrati- 
tude, ;ind whether that aggravation can be 'accounted 
fraajl? 

§. 9. . Again, if it be any aggravation of (in to be com- 
mitted againft confcience, thy crimes O Cnner, have 
been fo aggravated. Confult the records of it ; and then 

difpute 
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(Efpate the fafl, if you can. There is a fpirit in man^ 
and the infpiration of the Almighty giveth him under, 
ftanding(w); and that underftanding will aft, and a fe- 
cret convi£lion of being accountable to its maker and 
prcferver is infeparable from the a£lings of it. It is 
eafy to objeft to humarl remonftrances, and to give 
things falfe colourings before men ; but the heart of- 
ten condemns, while the tongue excufes. Have you not 
often found it fo ? Has not confcience remonftrated a* 
gainft your pad conduft, and have pot thefe remon* 
ftrances been very painful too ? I have been aflured by^ 
a gentleman of undoubted credit, that when he was Ih 
the purfuit of all the gayeft fenfualities of life, and 
was reckoned one of the happieft of mankind, he has 
fien a dog c6me into the room where he was among, 
his merry companions, and has groaned inwardly, and 
faid," O that I had been that- dog !" And hall thou / 
finner, felf nothing like thia? Has thy confcience been 
fo ftupified^fo feared with ahot iron(x), that it has never 
cried out of any oi the violence^ which have been done 
it \ Has it never warned thee of the fataVconfequences • 
of what thou haft done in oppofition to it ? Tlipfe warn- 
ings are, in e> £1, the voice of God ;^ they are the ad- 
monitions which he gave thee by his vicegerent in thy 
breaft. And when his fentenc€' for thy evil works is- 
executed upon thee in everlafting death, thou fhalt hear 
that voice fpeaking to thee again, in a louder tone, and 
afcverer accent than before .-And thou (halt -be tor- 
mented with its upbraidings through eternity, bccaufe 
thou wouldft not, in time, hearken to its admonition. 

§. ID. Let me add futther, if it be any aggravation, 
that fin has been commited after God has been moving 
by his. fpirit on the mind, furely your fin has been at- 
tended with that aggravation too. Under the Mofalc 
difpenfation, dark and im per fed as It wa?, the fpirit 
ftrove with the Jews; elfe Stephen could not have charg- 
ed it upon them, that thro' all their generations, they 
had always refilted him (y). Now furely w;e may much 

D 2 more 
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more rcafonably apprehend, that he ftrives with finne)«. 
ucdcr the gofpel. And have you never cxperience4 any 
thing of this kind, even when there has been no ^z^ 
tefnal clrcumftance to awaken you, nor any pious teach* 
cr near you? Have you never perceived fomefecret im« 
pulfc upon your mind, leading yoi^ to think of religion^ 
urging you to an immediate confideration of it, fweetly ' 
inviting you to make trial of it, and warning you that:, 
you would lament this (I upid ncgleft? O finner, why 
were not thefe happy motions attended to? Why did 
you not, as it were, fprcad out aH the £ii]s of yourfouL 
ta catch that heavenly, that favourable breeze ? But you 
ha^e carelcfsly ncgle£led it : You have overborne thefe 
kind influences : Howreafonably then might the fentence 
have gone forth in righteous difpleafure, my fpirit (hall no. 
more ftrivefz) ? And indeed, who can Cay, that itis not zU 
•ready gone forth ? If you feef no fecret agitation of niindy» 
no remorfe, no awakening, while you read fuch a re— 
monftrance as this, there will be room, great room to* 
fufpeft it* 

j. 1 1. There is. indeed one aggravation more, which* 
may not attend your guilt ; I mean, that of being com- 
mitted againft folemn covenant engageraents '^A circum-^ 
fiance, which has lain- heavy on the confciences of ma- 
ny, who, perhaps in the main feries of their lives, have 
ferved God with great integrity. But let me call yoo* 
to think, to what is this owing ? Is it not, that you. 
have never perfonally made any folemn prbfeffion of de- 
voting /ourfelf to God at all ? have never done any thing,. 
M'hich has appeared to your own apprehenfion an aftion 
by which you made a covenant with him 5 tho' you have 
heard, fo much of^is covenant, tho* you have been fofo-- 
lemnly and fo tenderly invited into it? And in this view, 
how monftrous muft this cirucmltance appear, which at 
firft was mentioned, as fome alleviation of guilt ? Yet I 
mud add, that you are not perhaps altogether fo free from, 
guilt on this head, as you may at fijrll imagine. I will 
not infift on the covenant,, which your parents made in 

your 
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your namei when they devoted you to God in baptifm; 
tho' it is really a weighty matter, and by calling your- 
&lf a chriilian you have profefled to own and arow what 
they dien did. But I would remind you, of what may 

. have been more perfonal and exprefs. Has your heart 
been, even from your youth, hardened to fo uncommon 
9 degree, that you have never cried to God in any fea- 
foQ of danger and difficulty ? And did you never mingle 
vows with thofe cries ? Did you never promife,-that if 
6od would hear and help you^nn that hour of extremity, -^ 
you would fbrOike your finsj and ferve him as long ^ 
as you lived ? He heard an helped you^ or you hfd not 
been reading thefe lines ; and,, by fuch deliverance, did, 
as it were, bind dowliyour vows upon you; and there- 
fore your guilt ia the violation of them remains before , 
h<m, tho' you are ftupid enough to forget them. Nor- 
thing is forgotten, nothing is overlooked by him \ and 

, the day wiUoome,. when the record (hall be laid before > 
you too. 

J. 12. And now, O (inner, think ferioufly with thy-- 
ftlf, what defence thou wilt make to all this I Prepare 
thine apology; call thy wirne(res ; make thine appeal- 
from him whom thou baft thus offended, to fome fupe- 
Tior judjge, if fuch there be. Ahs, thofe apologies are 
fo weak and vain, that one of thy fellow-worms may 
cafily dete£t and confound them j as I will endeavour 
prefentlyto (hew thee. But thy foreboding confcienco: 
already knows the iflue. Thou art convifted ; convifted 
of the mod aggravated oSences* Thou haft not hum- 
bled thine heart, but lifted up thyfelf againft the Lord 
of heaven (a) ; and thy fentence (hall come forth from 
his prefence (b) Thou haft violated his known law j thoi^ 
haft defpifed and abufed his numberlefs mercies thou- 
halt affronted confcience, his vicegerent in thy foul; thou 
haft refifted and grieve Athefpirit; thou haft trifled with 
bim in all thy pretended fubmifEcns and in one word,^ 
and thathisown,thouhaftdoneevil things as thou couldeft 
(c). Thoufands are, no doubt, already in hell, whofe- . 
D 3 guilt 
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uilt never equalled thine: and'tis aftonifliing, that God 
as fpared thee to read this, reprefentation of the cafe,^ 

or to make ^ny paufe upon it.. Qh waile not^ fo prccU 

ous a moment, l?ut enter, aa attentively, and as humbly; 

as thou canft, into thofe reflexions, which foit a. cafe fa 

lamentabje, and fo terrijblc aa thin^!. 



The Coi^FESsrojN of a^ Sinner , {convinced in genial gf* 
his guify. , 

*' /^\ OoD ! Thou injured Sovereign,, thott all pene-v 
\^ " trating and almighty judge! What fhali I 
fay to this charge? Shall Ipretend,lam wronged by 
itj and {land on the defence in thy prefencc. i I dare 
not. do it 5 for thou knoweft my fooliflinefe, and none: 
of mv fins are hid from thee(d).. My coofcience teUa 
me that a denial of my crimes would, only ipcreafe. 
them, and add new fuel, to the firq of thy dcfcrved, 
wrath, if I juftify myfelf, mine own n)Outn willcon-^ 
denjn me^ if I fay, \ am perfe£l, it will alfp prove me- 
perverfe (e). For innumerable evils havecompafled me^ 
about) Mii)e iniquities have taken hold upon me« ^o. 
that I;im not able to look up: They are, as I have beeiv 
told in thy name, more than the hairs of my head,, 
and therefore my hearrfaileth me (f) I am more guilty 
than is poflible for another tp declare or reprefent.. 
My heart fpeaks more tbaji any other, accufer. And 
thou, O Lord, art much greater: than my heart, and: 
knoweft all things (g). 

" What has my life been hut a courfc of rebellion^ 
again ft thee ? It is not this or that particular aftioa. 
aloncj I have to lament.. Nothing has been right in. 
its' principles,, views and ends. My whole foul has, 
been difordered. All. my thoughts, my afFcftions,, 
my defires, my purfuits, have been wretchedly alicr^ 
nated from thee. I have afted, as if I had hated 
thee, who art infinitely the Igvelieft of all beings; 

"as 
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^ as if I had been con^ving, how I might tempt thee 
« to the uttermoft, and wear out thy patience, mar- 
^ vellous as it is. 'My afliona have been evil; my^ 
«t words^yet more evil than they j and^ p blcflcd God; 
^ my heart, how much more corrupt than either ! What 
^ an inexhaufted fountain of fin has there bieen in it ^ 
^ A' fountain of original corruption, which mingled its- 
^ bitter dreams with the days of early childhood; and 
*< whichjj alas, flows, on even to this very, day, bevond 
** what a£Hons or words could exprefs« I fee this to- 
** have been the cafe, with regard to what I can partiv 
•• cularly forvey. But Oh, how many months and years 
*< have I forgotten ? concerning which L only know 
^ this, in the general, that they are much like thofe I. 
^ caiT'remcmbei: ; except it be, that I have been grow- 
{< ing worfe and worfe, and provoking thy patience 
** more and mor«, tho' every new exeicife of it was> 
^ more and more wonderful.. 

, " And how am I aftonlflied, that thy forbearance is^ 
*' ftill continued ! It is, becaufe thou art God, and not 
^ mafl(li]» Had I, a finful worm, been thus injured,. 
** I could not have endured it.. Had I been a prince, 
**^Ihad longfince donejuftice on any rebel,, ,whofe 
" crimes had'borni but a diftant refemblancc to mine. 
" Had I been a parent, I bad long fince call 6flF the un- 
" grateful child,^ who had made me fuch a return as F 
"haue all my life long been making to thee, O thou. 
**. father of my fpirit! The flame of natural aflfeftion 
** would have been extinguiflied ; and his fight, and. 
" his very name, would have become hateful to mc». 
«• Why then, O Lord, am J not caft out from thy pre- 
« fcnfe Q)? Why am I not fcaled up under an irrc-^ 
^ verfibld fentence of deftruftion ! That I live, I owe 
«* to thine indulgence. But Ob, if there, be yet any 
** way of deliverance, if there be yet any hope for fo 
^ guilty a creature, m>v it be opened upon me by thy 
« gofpel and thy grace! And if any farther alarm, hu- 
^ roiUation, and terror, be nccteary to my fecurity and 
' ' " falvatioa 
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^ falfation, may I meet thera» and bear them ail ! 
>< Wound mine hearty O Jiord, fo that thou wilt but 
<< afterwards heal it ; and break it in pieces, if dioo- 
** wUt but at length cpndefcend to bind it up|[k)!^*' - 

[V Hof. vL I. 

C H A P. V. 

Tlie Sinner ftripped of his Tain pleas.- 
' • ^ . * 

T'he vanity of' thofe pleas ^ v^hisA fitmers tnuif feeretfy cQf^fide im 
Jk affarentf that they wii be ajhamed at lajito mentitm them 
before G0D. §. l — 2. Such as ^ [i.] That they defcinaed' 
from pious parents • ^^ 3. C^] T'hat they had attended to the 
fpeculattve part of religion. J. 4. (j.] That they bad entertain* 
ed found notions* J. 5. 4. That tb^ had expreffed a vsealour 
regard t^ religieny and attended the outmard forms cf nuorfhip- 
with thofe they apprehended the pureft ehurehes. J. 6-— 7» 
ZS'l^^hat they 'had been free from grofs immoralities. J, 8.- 
£62 That they did not think the confe^nce ofneghQing reli-^ 
giott would have been fo fatal' $• 9* [7* 3 That they eOuU no§^ 
dojUherwife than, they did. §. 10. Ccnclufion. §.ii. With 
the meditation of a convinced ftnner pving up his vainpjeas be» 
fpreGODi 

£; I. T^ /r^^^ft difcourfe left the finner in a very 

j^jLalarming, and a very pitiablecircumftance,.. 
a criminal convifled at the bar of God^ difarmed of all 
pretences to perfeA innocence and (inlefs obediencei and 
confequently obnoxious to the fentence of a holy law^. 
which can make no allowance for any tranfgreilionj no^. 
not for the lead J but pronounces^ death, and a curfe^. 
againft every a£t of difobcdience > How much more then 
a^aihfl; thofe numberlefs and aggravated a As of rebellion 
of whichjO finner^ thy conflcience hath condemned thee 
before pod ? I would hope, fome of my readers will in- 
genuoufly fail under the convi^ion, and not think of 
makinfl( any apology iFpr. fure I am, that humbly tO; 
plead luilty at the divine bar^is the molt Uecentj and,. 

aU 
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Cbap. 5. Thgpka of a iefant from fibus pannU /^ 

all things confidfired,the mod prudent thingthatcan be 
done in fucb an unhappy circumftance. let I know 
the treachery, and the felf-flattervof a finful and cpr-^ 
rupted hearts ^ Iknow what excuiea it makes, and how,, 
ivhen It is driven from one refuge, it flies to another, 
to fortify itfelf agajnft conviflion, and to perfuade, not 
merely another, but itfelf, " That if it has been in fame 
^ inftances ta blame, it is not quit? fo criminal as was' 
^ reprefented : That there are at lead confiderations 
*« that plead in its favour, which, if they cannot juf- 
^ tify, will in fome degree cxcufe.'/ A fccret referve of 
this kind, fometimes perhaps fcarce formed into a dif* 
xixi€t reflection, breaks the foree of conviflion,and often 
prevents that deep humiliation before Qod, which is the 
happiell token of approaching deliverance. I will there- 
fore examine into fome of thefe particulars ; and for 
that purpofe will ferioufly aik thee, O fipner. What 
thou haft to offer in arreft of judgment ? What plea thou 
canft urge for thyfclf, why the fcntence of God fliould < 
not go forth agaihft thee, and why thou^ fliouidft not^ 
fall into the hands of his j;i(Uce ? 

$• 2. But this I premife, that the qtteflion is notf 
Row thou wouldftf anfwer to me, a weak fmful ^^orm 
like thyfclf, who am fliortly to ftand with thee at the 
fame bar: (The Lord grant, that I may find mercy of 
the Lord in thatday(4) !) But, what wilt thou reply to 
thy judge? Whatcould/l thou plead, if thou waft now 
actually before his tribunal^ where, to multiply vain 
words, and to frame Jdle apologies would be but to iji* 
creafe thy guilt and provocation? Sorely the very thought 
of his prefence muft fuperfedea thoufand of thofe trif- 
ling excufcs, which now fometimes impofe on a genera 
ation that arc pure in their own eyes, tho'they are not 
wafiied from their nlthinef$(b) : Or while the are con- 
£cious of their own impurities, truft in words that can- 
not profit(c), and lean upon broken reeds (d). 

)i 3*^' Tou will not, to be fure, in fucb a^circumftance 

plead 

(») a Tim. i. 18^ (W Prov. «tx. t%^ , (c) Jcr. vii. 8» 

(dj IfaiaJixxxFi. 6, ^ , 
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4^ The plea of an orthodox Judgment^ vain. Ch'ap^ ^0^ 

plead, " that you arc dcfccnded from pious parents.*'' 
That was indeed your privilege 5 and woe be to you that' 
you haveabufed it, and forfaken the GOD of^ your fa- 
thers(e). Ifhmael was immediately defcended from A- 
braham the friend of God; and Efau was the fon oF 
Ifaac, who was born according to the promifc : Yet 
you^now they were both cut off from the bleffing, ta 
which they apprehended they had a kind of hereditary 
claim. You may remember that our Lord does not 
only fpeak of one who could pall Abraham father, wha 
waa tormented inflamesj[f); butexprefsly declares, that 
many of the children of the kingdom fhall be (hut out 
of Ft ; and when others come from the mod diftant 
parts /to fit down m it, fhall be diftinguifhed from their 
companions in taifery, only by louder lamentation, and 
more furiou»'gna(hing of the teeth (g). ^ ^ 

j. 4. Nor will you then prefume to plead, «' that you 
*• had exercifed your thoughts about the fpcculativc parr 
«< of religion." For to what end caa this ferve, but to 
inqreafe your • condemnation ! Since you have broken 
God^slaw, fince you have contradifted the mod obvious 
htid apparent obligations of religion, to have enquired 
into it, and argued upon it, is a circumftance that proves 
your guilt more audacious; What ? did you think re- 
ligion was merely an exercife of manV wit, and the 
amufement of t^eir curiofity ? If you argued about ir 
on the principles of common fenfe, you mult have 
judged and proved it to be a praftical thing : And if it^ 
was fo, why did not you pracflife accordingly ? You 
knew the particular branches of it : And why then did' 
you not attend to every one of them ? To have pleaded 
atr unavoidable ignorance, would have been the happicft 
plea that couW have remaine4 for you : Nay, an aftual, 
tho* faulty ignorance, would have been fome little allay 
of your guilt. But if, by your own confeffionj you have 
known your mafter's willf and have not done it, you' 
^bcarwitnefs again ft fyourfelf, that you deferve to be 
b«aten with many ftripss ^h). " }• S*- 

i%) % Chron, vil 1%, (f ) 'Luke xvi. 24. (g) Mae. viH. il—w. 
^h) Luke xu. 47* ^ , 
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Chap. J. It is in vain to plead a zeal for forms ^ tsfc. 47 

§• 5. Uor yet again will it fufficc to fay, " that you 
« have had right notions, both of the doftrincs and the 
." precepts of religion." Your advantage for praftifing 
it was therefore the greater : But underftanding, and 
•afling right, can never go for the fame thing, in the 1 

judgment of God or of man. In believin*g there is one 1 

God, you have done well j but the devils alfo believe, 
and tremble (i). In acknowledging Chrift to be the Son 
of God arid the Holy one, you have done well too; 
-hvx you know tl^e unclean fpirits made this very or- 
thodox confeflion (k), and yet they are referved in ever* 
lading chains, under darknefs, unto the judgment of the 
gre^t day{l). And will you place any fecret confidence 
in that, which might be pleaded by the, infernal fpirits* . 
as well as by you ? 

{. 6. But perhaps you may think of pleading *' tliat 
*« you have aftually done fdmething in religion.*' Hav- 
ing judged what faith was the founded, and whatwor- 
ihip the pureft, " You entered yourfelf into thofe fo- 
^< cieties, where fuch article;s of faith were profefled* 
<« and fuch forms of worlhip were praftifed ; and a- 
«<' mong thofe you have Ggnalized yourfelf, by the cx- 
•<* aftnefs of yoijr attendance, by the zeal with which 
•« you. have efpoufed their caufe, and by the earneftnefs 
^ with which you have contended for fuch principles 
' -<« and pra£lices.''-^Ofinner,^ I much fear that this zeal ■ 
of thine, about the circumftantials of religion will fwell 
thine account, rather than . be allowed in abatement 
of it. He that fearches thine heart, knows from whence 
it arofe, and how far.it extended. Perhaps he fees that 
it was ail hypocrify 5 an artful veil, under which thou 
waft carrying on tliy mean defigns for this world, while 
the facred pames of God and religion were profar^ed and 
proftituted in the bafeil manner : And if lb, thou art 
curfed with a diftingulfhed curfe, for fo daring an in- 
fulton the divine omnifcience, as well as juftice. Or 
perhaps the earreftnefs with which you have bedh con- 
teiiding for the faiih and worfhip, which was once de- 
livered 

Jl) ]:m» ii. 19. I.K Lul:c fv. :4— '41. 0) l^^ ver. 6. 
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^8 Ifi tialfi f9 ^fgf ^^ ^othyou hdvi done. Chap. 5, 

detivcrred to the S8int8(m}| or which 'ds poffiblc you 
may have rafhly concluded to be that, might be mere 
pride and bittemefs of fpirit : And all the zeal you have 
cxprcffed might poflibly arife from a^onfidence of your 
own judgment, from an jmpatience of contradiftion, or 
,fome fecret malignity of fpirit which delighted itfelf in 
condemnation, and even in worrying others j yea, which 
(if I may be allowed the expreffion,) fiercely preyed up- 
on religion, as the tyger upon the lamb, to turn it into ^ 
nature moft contrary to its own. And fliall this fcreea 
you before the great tribunal ? Shall it not rather awsdc- 
cn the difpleafure, it is pleaded to avert i 

§. 7. But fay, that this zeal for notions and'fornis hal 
been ever fo well intended, and (o far as it has gone, 
everfo well condu£led too| what will that avail to- 
wards vindicating thee in fo many in (lances of negli- 
gence and difobedience, as are recorded againft thee in 
the boot of God's remembrance ? Were the revealed 
do£lrine8 of the gofpel to be earneftly maintained, (as 
indeed they ought 5) and was the great pradlical purpOfc 
for which they were revealed to be forgot i Was the very 
mint and annife, and cummin to be tithed, and were 
the weighter matters of the law to. be ommitted(n); 
even that love to God, which is its great and firft 
command(o)? Oh how wilt thou be able to vindicate 
even the jufteil fentence thou haft pafled on others for 
their infidelity, or for their difobedience, without being 
condemned out of thine own mouth (p) ! 

f. 8. Will you then plead "your fair moral charaSer, 
«« your works of righteoufncfs and pi mercy?" Had your 
obedience to the law of God been compleat, the plea 
might be allowed, as important and valid* But I have 
fuppofcd and proved above, tha^confcience teftifies to 
the contrary ; and vou wi^l not now dare to contradift 
it. I add farther, had thefe works of yours, which you 
now urge, proceeded from a fincerelove to God, and a 
genuine faith in the Lord Jefus Chrift, you would not 

have 

(m) Jttdc ver. 3. W ^^l^\ ^^^j"- a^- (o; Mattlu x^ 38. 
^ fri Lake SIX. aa. 
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Chap. 5. Iti vain to urge the works pu have done. 49 

have thought of pleading them, any otherwife than as 
ian evidence of your intereft In thegofpel covenant, and 
in the bleffings o? it, procured by the righteoufncfs and 
Uood of the redeemer : And that faith, had it been fin- 
€ere> would have been attended with fuch deep humi- 
lity, and with fuch-folemn apprehenlions of the divine 
holinefs and glory, thatinftead of pleading any works of 
your own before God, you would rather have implored 
his pardon, for the mixture of Cnful imperfeftion at- 
tending' the very belt of them. Now, as you are a 
ilranger to this humbling and fandlifying principle, 
which here, in this addrefs, I fuppofe my reader to be 
it is abfblately neceflary you fliould be plainly and faith- 
fully told, that neither fobriety, nor honefty, norhuma- * 
nity, will juftify you before the tribunal of God, when 
he lays judgment to the lina, and righteoufncfs to the 
plummet (p), and examines all your a<flions, and all your 
thoughts, with the ftri£left feverity. You have not been 
a drunkard, an adulterer, or a robber. So far it is welL 
You fVand before a righteous God, who will do you 
aftiplejufticej and therefore will riot condemn yoii for 
drunkennefs, adultery, or robbery. But you have for- 
gotten him, your parent and your bcnefa£lor ; you have 
taft off fear, and reftrained prayer before bim 5 (r) you have 
defpifed the blood of his fon, and all the immortal, blef- 
fingsthat hepurchiafed with it. For this therefore arc' 
you judged, and condemned. And as for any thing that 
has looked like virtue and humanity in your temper and 
coridu6l,,the'exercife of it has in a great meafurebeen 
its own reward, if there were any thing more than fornl 
and artifice in it ; and the various bounties of divine prb^ 
vidence to you amidft all yournumberlefs provocations, 
have been .a thoufand times more than an equivalent for 
fuch defedive and imperfeft virtues asthefe. Youremain 
therefore chargeable with the guilt of a thoufand oflenqes 
for which you have noexcufe 5 tho' there'are fome other 
inftances, in which you di.i not grofsly offend. And 
thpfe good works, in which you have been fo ready to 

E truft, 

(p) Ifai. X X iii. 17. [r] Job^v. 4- , 
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5^ ^fr^^SmmfrcmgrofsimmoraliiuSy Chap. J. 

truft, will no more vindicate you in his awful, prcfcncCi 
tiian a man's kindnefs to his poor neighbours would be 
allowed as a plea in arreft of judgment^ when he ftoo4 
convifted of high treafon againft his prince. 
* $. 9. But you wilJ, perhaps, be ready to fay, *' Yon 
«« did not expeS all this : You did not think the confe- 
•« quenccs of negledling religion would hare been fo 
«< fatal." And why did you not think it ? Why did you 
not examine- more attentively, and mpre impartially i 
Why did you fufFer the pride and folly of your vain 

►heart, to take up with f uch fupcrficial appearances, and 
trust the light fuggestions of your own prejudiced mind^. 

-againft the exprefs declaration of the word of God? 
Had you reflefted on his charadler, as the fupreme Go^ 
vernor of the world, you would have feen the neceffip. 
ty of fuch a day of retribution, as we are now referring 
to. Had you regarded the fcripture, the divine autho- 
rity of which youprofefTed to believe, every page might 
have taught you toexpefl: it. ** You did not think of 
<< religion : And of what were you thinking, when you 
forgot, or neglefted it? Had-you too much" employment 

-of another kind? Of what kind, I befeech you? What 
end coiild you propofe by any thing elfe, of equal mo- 
ment ? Nay, with all your engagements, confcience will 
tell you, that there have hpen feafons, when for want 

» of thought, tinae and life have been a burden to you ; 
Yet, you guarded againft thought as an enemy, and caft 
up (as it Xvere) an intrenchment of inconCdfcration a- 
round you on every (ide, as if it had been to defend you 
from the moft dangerous invafion. Go4 knew you 
were thoughtlefs, and therefore he fent you line upon 
line, and precept upon precept (s), in fuch plain language 
that it needed no genius or ftudy tounderftand it. He 
tried you top with affliftions, as well as with mercies, 
to awaken you out of your fatal lethargy : And yet, 
when awakened,vyou would lie down again upon the 
. bed of floth. And now, pleating as your dreams miglit 
be, you muft lie down \\\ forrow(t j. Rcfledlion has at 

laft 

[s] liai. xxvii lo. (tj Ifai. 1. 1 r. 
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CBap. 5- ^orwant of thought infill h noplea^ ^\ 

laft overtaken you, and mud be heard as a tormentor^ 
fifice it might not be heard as a friend. 

f. lo. But forae may peirhaps imagine, that one inv- 
portant apology is yet ujnheard, and that there may bd 
room to fay, " You were by the ncceflity of your natlire, 
** impelled to thofe thii>gs, which are now charged up- 
** on you as crimes ; whereas it was not in your power 
** to have avoided them, in the circumftances in which 
•* you were placed." If this will do anything, it, indeed 
promifes to do' much ; fo piuch, that it ^^411 amount to 
nothing. If F wer« difpofed to^ahfwer you upon the folly 
and madnefs of your own principles, I might fay, that 
the fame con Gderation, which proves it was neceflary for 
you to offend, proves alfo that it is neceflary for God 
Xo puniihyou; and that indeed, he cannot but do it : 
And I might farther fay, with an excellent writer of our 
own age*, "That the fame principles which deftroy the 
^ injuftice of fins, deftroy the injuftice of punifhment 
" too." But if you cannot admit this, if you fhoukl ft ill 
reply in fpite of principle, that it muft be unjuft to pu- 
niftiyoufor an aftion utterly and abfolutely unavoid- 
able ; I really think, you would anfwet right. But In 
diat anftver you would contradidl your own fcheme, (as 
I obferved above ;) and I leave your confcicnce to judge, 
what fort of a fcheme that muft be, which would make 
all kind of puniftiment unjuft : For the argument will 
on the whole be the fame, whether with regard to hu- 
"tnan puniftimenjt or divine. Tis a fcheme full of con- 
fufion and horror* You would not, I am fure, t;ikc it 
from a fervant who had robbed you, and then fired your 
houfe: You would never inwardly believe, that he could 
not have helped it ; or think, that he had fairly excufed 
himfelf by fuch aplea-- And i am perfuaded,ypu would 
have been- fo far from prefoming to offer it to God at 
the great d^y, that you would not venture to turn it into 
a prayer even now. / InK\gine, that you faw a malefaflor 
dying, with fuch words as thefe in his mouth : '* O God, 
•<it is true, I did indeed rob and murder my. fellow- 
^ Yi% *< creatures 

^ *B^. of BrlUol's Analogy, 3cc. Page 135. OdavoEdit. 
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<» creatures 5 but thou knoweft, that, as my circum- 
«« (lances were ordered, I could not do otherwife : My 
<« will was irrefiftlbly determined by the motives which 
•« thou didft fct before me; and I could as well have 
<< ihaken the foundations of the earth, or darkened the 
« fun in the firmament, as have refilled the impulfe 
«« which bore me on." I put it to your confcience, 
whether you would not look on fuch a fpeech^ as thid 
withdeteftation, as one enormity added to another. Yet 
if the excufe would have any weight in your niouth, it 
would have equal weight in his; or would be equally 
applicable to any ^he mod fhocking occafion. But in- 
deedjt is fo contrary to the plaineft principles of cotti- 
mon reafon, tnaf I can hardly pcrfuade myfelf, aRy one 
could ferioufiy and thoroughly believe it ; and fhould 
imagine my time very ill employed here, if I were to 
fet myfelf to combat thofe pretences to argument, by 
which the wantonnefi? of human wit, has attempted to* 
yarnifli it over. , 

§. II. You fee then, on the whole, the vanity af aH 
your pleas, and how eafily the mod plaufible of thera, 
■might be filenced, by a mortal'man, like yourfelf : How 
much more then by him, who fearches ail hearts, and 
can, in a moment, flaih in upon the confcience amoft 
powerful and irrefiflible convidlion ? What then can yon 
do, while you ftand convi£led in the prefenceof God? 
What fhould you do, but hold your peace under an in^- 
ward fcnfe of your inexcufatle guilt, and prepare youiv 
. fclf XQ hear the fcntence which his law pronounces a>- 
gainfl: you? You mufl: feel the executioa of it, if the 
gofpel does not at length deliver you^ and you muft 
feel fomeihing ©f the terror of it, before you can be ex- 
cited to feek to that gofpel for deliveraxsce.. 

y/Jtf Meditation of h Convinced Sinner, ^/vtwg «(f' 
his vain Pkas before GOD* 



D 



EPLORABLE condition,^ to which I am m- 
<• deed reduced !. I have finned i arid what 

^ ihall: 
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Chap. 5. The meditation of one giving up tns pleas. 53 

•« fhall I fay unto thee, O thou prefervcr of men (u) ? 
*• What fhall I dare to fay? Fool that I was, to amufc 
** myfclf with fuch trifling excufes as thefc, and to * 
♦< imagine, they could have any weight in thy trcmend- 
'< ous prefence ; or that I Jhould be able fo much as 
•• to mention them there J I cannot prefame to do it. 
' ^ I am filent and confounded. My hopes, alas, are 
*< Uain ; and my foul ttfelf is ready to die too ; fo far 
*^ as anin|imortal foul can die: And I am almoft ready 
** to fay, O that it could die entirely ! I am indeed a 
•* criminal in^ the hand of juftice^ quite difarmed, and* 
^ dripped of the weapons in which I trufted. Diflimu 
*« lation tan only add provocation to prov(v:ation. I will 
•* therefore phiiily and freely own it. I have a£ted, 
•* as if I thought God was altogether fuch a one as my- 
*♦ felf : But he hath fald, I will reprove thee ; I willfct 
** thy fins 10 order before thine eyes (x), will marftial 
•« them in battle array. And oh, what a terrible kind of 
•* host do they appear? And how do theyYurround me 
** beyond all poffibilJty of an efbape ! O my foul, they 
** have, as it were, takenf thee prifoner and they are- 
•* bearing thee away to the divine tribunah- 

" Thou rauft appear bcfbre it ! Thou muft fee the 
*• awful eternal judge, who tries the very reins (y);and 
^< who needs no other evidence, for hehashimfeif been 
«* witnefs (z) to all thy rebellion. Thou muft fee him, O 
** my foul, fitting in judgment upon thee;* And when he* 
«* is ftria to mark iniquity (a), how wilt thou anfwer him 
«< for one of a thoufend (b) I And if thou canll not an- 
«* fwer him, in what language will he fpeak to thee!- 
•* Lord, as things at prefcnt ftand, I can expcdl no other 
** language than that of condemnation. Alid what a con-^ 
«« demnation it is! Let me reftedl upon it 1 Let me read 
«« my fentence before I hear it finally- and irreverfibly 
•* paffed I Lknow, ht has recorded it in his word : and 
" 1 know inthe general, that the reprcfen ration is made 
^ with a gracious dcfign. 1 know, thac he would have 
5« us alarmed,, that we^ ma ji not be dcltroyed. Speak to ^ 

mo 

fill Job vii. ac;- [x) Plal. 1: ai: (y) Jcr. xvii. lO 
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54 27>^ mtdltatiatt of one giving u^ his pleas% CHap. 5^.. 

« me, therefore, O God> while thou fpeakcft not for 
'< the lad time, and in circumftances when thou wilt 
" hear me no more. Speak in the language of effe£tual 
<< terror^ fo that it be not to fpeak me into final difpair* 
«« And let thy word, however painful in its operation^ 
«« be quick and po>«{erful, and (harper than any* two- 
<« edged fword fc). Let me not vainly flatter my(e)f r 
" Let me not be left a wretched prey to thofe who 
^ would, prophefy fmooth things to me (6)^ till I amc- 
*< fealcd up under wrath, and feel thy ju (lice pierci-ng 
*^ my foul; and the poifon of thine arro,ws drinking up 
«* all my fpirits (e). 

Before I enter upon the particular view> I know 
<« in the general, ' that it is a terrible thing to fall into 
•« the hands of the living God (f). O thou living God^ 
<< in one fenfe I am already fallen into thine hands. I 
** am become obnoxious to thy difpleafure, juftly ob- 
<< noxious to it; and whatever thy (entence may be when- . 
«« it eomes forth from thy prefence (g), I muft condemnr 
«« myfelf and juftify thee. Thou canft not treat me 
•< with more fcveritvthan mine iniquities have defervcd. 
*< And how bitter i!oever that cup of trembling may be 
*. (h), which thou (halt appoint for me, I, give judgment 
«* agamft myfelf, thatjl deferveto wring out the very dregs.- 
«ofit(i).'^ 

(c> Heb. iv. i». (d) Ifal. xxx. lO. (c] Job -vi. 4. 
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CJiap. 6* ^he finnet called to hear hisfeniena. j^ 

CHAP. VL 

The SiKNEK Sentenced. 

T[he firmer called upon U hear hisfentenee. J^ f— 2. GOIfs 
law d$es now in general prdnounee a curji : $• 3. It pro^ 
nounces deaths $. 4. And being turned into hell, }. 5. 
%he judgment^ay Jball come^ J. 6. Thefoleinnity of that' 
grand procrfs defi:ribedy according to fcripturalreprefenta* 
tkm (fit. §. 7—8. With a partictdar illuftration of the 
fentence^ Depart, Accurfed, &c. f . 9* The-^ execution 
nvill certainly and immediately ftdlow* J. lO. Thtfinnir 
warned to prepare for enduring it>\. II. l^he refiedHon^ 
of afmnerjlruch with the terror of this fentence. 

f. I. T TEAR, O finner, and I will (peak (a) yet once 
JfjLmore/as in the name of God ; of God,* thlne^ 
Almigluj judge; who, if thou doft not attend to his fer- 
▼antS) will e'er long fpeak- unto thee in a more immedi- 
ate manner, with an energy and terror which thou fliak 
not be able t-o refift^ 

^ 2. Thoa haft been convicted, ae in hi« prrfence.- 
" Thy pleas have been over-ruled ; or rather, they have 
been filenced. It appears before God, it appears 
to thine own conscience, that tKoti haft nothing more to 
offer in arreft of judgment; dicrefore hear thy fentence, 
and fummon «p, if thou canft, all the powers of thy 
foul to bear the execution of it. It is indeed a very 
fmall thing to be judged of man's judgment ; but he that 
BOW judgeth thee, is the Lord (b) Hear therefore, and 
tremble, while I tell tliee, how he will fpeak to thee ; 
or rather, while I fliew thee, from, exprefs fcripture, 
how he doth now fpeak, and what is tlie authentic and 
recorded fcntence of his word ; even of his word, who 
hath faid,.heaven and earth flialf pafs away; but not one 
tittle of my word fliall ever paf§ away (c). 

j. 3. The law of God fpeaks, not to thee alone, D 
finnerj not to thee by any particular addrefs : but in ^ 

moft 

(a) Job xlli. 4. [b] 1 Cor, iv, 3-4, ' [«] Matht v. 1% 



4^ Th law 'pronounces a eurft. Chap«^(^ 

yioft univerfal language, it fpeaks to all tranfgreflbrsr^ 
and levels its terrors agaiaft all offences; great or fmal^ 

, without any exception. And this is its language \ Curf-^ 
ed is every one, that continueth not in all things whicb 
are written in the book of the law to do them (d).*This 
k its voice lo the whole world ; and this it fpeaks to theer* 

Its awful contents are thy per&nal concern, O reader ;^ 
and thy confeience knows it* Far froni continuing in 
all things that are written therein to do them, tfaoa 
canft |not but befenGble ,that innumerable evils have 
compafTed thee about (e}; It is then manifeft, thou ajt 
the man, whom it conden^ns^thou art even now curfed 
with a curfe, as God emphatically fpeaks (f); with the 
curfe of the mod high God *, yea, all the curfes which 
are written in the book of the law^ arc poioted againil 
thee (g).God may righteoufly execute any of them. upon 
thee in a moment; and tho'thou atprefent feeleft nont 
of th^m, yet, if infinite mercy doth not prevent, it is 
but a little while,^ and they will come into thy bowels 
like water, till thou art burfl afunder with them, and 
(ball penetrate like oil into thy bones (h).. 

§. 4. Thus faith the Lord, rfie foul that finneth, it 
(hall die (i). But tliou haft finned, and therefore thou art 
under a fentence o£ death* And O unhapp]? creature^, 
of what a death ! What will the end of thefe things be ? 

^ That the agonies of diffblving nature fliall feize thee \ 
that thy foul ihall be torn away from thy languifhing 
body^ and thou return to the duft from whence thou 
waft taken (k):. This is indeed one awful effedl of (in. 
In theie affe£ling chara£lers hasGod^.through all nations 
and all ages, of men, written^ the awful rcgifter and me- 
morial of his holy abhorrence of it, and righteous di£- 
pleafure againft it- But alas, all this folemn pomp and 
horror of dying is but the ope^ning of the dreadful fcene. 
It 16 but a rough kind of a ftroke, by which the fetters 
are knocked off,^when the criminal is led out to torture 
and execution*' ^ ^•^ 



(A) Gal. \\u lo.' (c) Pfal. xl. la; [fl Mai. iiL 9, 

I Jikl. cIt. a9» 



fg) Dfeut. rxix. flo; f bj P(aJ% wl, x§4 'A] Back, xnii 4; - 



y Google 



Chap. 5. ^e judgmenUday will come. 57 

f 5« Thus faith the Lord, the wicked {hall be turn* 
ed into hell* even all the nations that' forget GOD (!)• 
Tho* there be whole nations of them,, their naaltitudes 
and their power fliall be no defence to thenir They 
(hall be driven into hell together ; into that flaming 
prifon, which divine vengeance hath prepared ; into To- 
phet, which is ordained of old, even for royal iinners as 
well as for others, fo little can any human diftmftion pro- 
tect ! He hath made it deep and large y the pile thereof 
is fire and much wood \ the breath of the Lord, like a 
ftream of brim'ftone fhall kindle it(my; and the flaming 
torrent (hall flow in upon it fo fad, that it (hall be 
turned into a fea of liquid Bre \ or, as the Scri^pture 
alfo exprcflTes it, a lake burning with fire and brimftone 
for ever and ever (n). This is the fecond death j and 
the death, to which thou, O finner by the word of 
God art doomed* 

• j. 6. And ihall this fentence (land upon record hi 
Tain ? Shall .the law fpeak it, and the gofpel fpeak it I 
And (hall it' never be pronounced more audibly? And 
will God never require and execute the puuimmcnt B 
He will, O (inner, require it ; and he will execute it ; 
tho* he may fee m for a while to delay. For well do£k 
thpu know that he hath appointed a day in the which he 
will, judge the whole world in righteoufnefs, by that 
Bian whom he hath ordained, of which he hath given 
«s aflTurance in having raifed him from^he dead (6)^ 
And when God judgeth the world, O reader, whoever 
thou art,, he will judge thee* And while I remind thee 
©f it» I would aUb remember, that he will judge me.^ — 
And knowing the terror of the Lord,(p;, that I may 
deliver tny own foul (q), I would with all plainnefs and 
finccrity labour to deliver thine* 

5. 7. I therefore repeat the folemnsWarning>; Thou, 
©finner,fhalt (landbeforethejudgmentfeat ofChrift (r). 
Thou (halt fee that pompous appearance ;. the defcrip- 
tion of which is grown fo familiar to thee^. that the re# 

petitioa 

(I) Pial.xii. i> (m) Ifal. xxx. 33. (tt>Rcv, xxi, S. 

(«). Ads xvU. \u Cp) a Cor. v. is. (q.) E;5ck. xxxiii; 9^ 

' (r) 9 Cor» V. 10. Digitized by VjOOQIC 



J 8 Tie great instance of that awful day^ Chap. 6f 

petition of it makes no imprefllon on thj mind. But 
AireljTy ftupid as thou now art, the flirill trumpet of the 
Arch- Angel fliali (hake thy very foul : And if nothing 
#Ife can awaken and alarm thee, the conTulfions and 
flames of a diflblving world (hall do it. 

5. .8. Doft thou really think, that the intent of Chrift^a- 
final appearance is only to recover his people frpm the 
grave, and to raife them to glory and happinefs? What;- ' 
ever affurance thou haft, that there fhall be a refurrec- 
tion of the juft ; thou haft the fame, that there (hall alfo 
be a refurre<ftion of the unjuft (s): That he (hall feparate , 
the rifing dead one froHa another, as a fliepherd divideth 
his fhecp from th^ goats (t), with equal certainty, 
and with infinitely greater eafe^Orcan you imagihe^that 
he will only make aaexample of fome flagrant and noto- 
lious fmnerg, wheti^ it is faid, that all the dead, botb 
fmall and great, fhall ftand before GOD(u); and that 
eveia he who knew hoth'is mafter*s|wUl, and confequently 
feems of all others to have had the faireft excufc for hi» 
©mifSon to obey it ; yet even he, for that very omiflion, 
fliall be beaten, though with fewer ftripc6(w)? CJr can 
you think, that a fentence to be delivered with fo much 
pomp and majefty, a fentence by which the righteous 
judgment of God is to be revealed, and to have it^ moft 
confpicuoussand final triumph, will be inconfidcrable \ 
or the pnnifhment to which it fhall confign the finner, 
be flight or tolerable ? There would have been little rea- 
fon to apprehend that, even if we ha^l been left barely 
to our own conjefturcs, what that fentence fhould be. 
But this is far from being the cafe: Our Lord Jefus 
Chrift, in his infinite condefcenfion and compaflion, has 
been pleafed to give us a copy of the fentence, and no 
doubt, amofiexa<fl copy j and the word* which con- 
tain it are worthy of being rnfcribed on every "heart.^ 
The King, amidft all the fplendor and dignity in which 
h&fhali then appear,fhall fay untothofcon his rigt\thand^ 
CoDGie ye bleflcd of my Father, inherit the kingdom pre-- 

pared* 

[si A^ xxiv. I?. ft] Matt. xt. 34. [uJ'Rev* .xx iv 

[wj Luke xxii 48. v^ j 
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Chap. ^. and fifth fintence that wlltbm kepaffed. 59 

pared for yon from the foundation of ♦the world (x]! And 
where the' word of a King is, there is power indeed (jr). 
And thefe words have a powjer, which may juftly ani- 
mate the heart of a humbJe chriftian, under the mod 
overwhelming foYrow^and may fill him with joy unfpeak- 
able, and full of glory (z). . To be pronounced the blef 
fed of the Lord ! to be called to a kingdom ! to the im« 
nieijiate, the ever la (ling inheritance of it ! and of fuch 
a kingdom! fo well prepared, fo glorious, fo compleat, • 
ib exquifitely fitted for the delighfSnd entertainment of 
. fuch creatures fo formed and fo renewed, that It fliall 
'appear worthy the eternal counfels of God to have 
contrived it, worthy his^eternal love to have prepared it, 
and to have delighted itfelf with the views of beftowing 
it upon his people : Behold, a bkfied hope indeed ! A 
lively glorious hope, to which we are bcgotten^again by 
the refurreflion of Chrift from the dead (a), and formed 
by the fanfkifying influence of the fpiritof God upon our 
minds. But it is a hope, from which thou, O finner, art 
at prefent excluded : And methinks, that might be griev^ 
ou$ ; to refle(fl, " Thefe gracious words (hall Chrift fpcafc 
<* to feme ; to multitudes, but not to me : On me there 
^' 13 no bkflednefs pronounced : For me there is no 
*« kingdom prepared/* But is that all? Alas, finncr, 
our Lord hath given thee a dreadful counterpart to this. 
He has told us, what he will fay to fhee, if thou con- 
linueft what thou art •, to thee^ and allthe nations of the 
impenitent and unbelieving world, be they ever fo nu- 
merous, be the rank of particular criminals ever fo great. 
He (hall f:^y to the Kings of the earth, who have been 
rebels againft him, to the great and rich men, and the 
chief captains, and the mighty men, as well as to every 
:bond inan, and every free man of inferior rank (d); 
Depart FROM me accursed into everlasVing 
Fire, PREPARED for the Di^vil and hisAk- 
GELs (e). Oh, paufe upon thefe weighty words, that 
thou mayeft enter into fomething of the importance of 
them 1 . ' . J 9» 

(;xj Matt. XXV. 54. (y) F.cckf viii. 4, {zj I Pet. i. 8. 

/a) I Pet. i. 3. {a} Rev. vi. ij. (c^ Muct.xxv. 41^ 
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6o Thefenience will be furelj execu ted. Chap^ 6, 

J. 9. He will fay Depart: You (hall be driven 
from his prcfcnce with difgrace and infamy: From 
Him, the fource of life ^nd bieflednefsy in a nearnefs 
to whom all the inhabitants of heaven continually re- 
joice : You (hall depart Accurfed : You have broken 
God's law, and ifs curfe falls upon you : and you are 
and (hall be under that curfe^ that abiding curfe : 
From that day forward you fhall be regarded by God, 
and air his creaturesj as an accurfed and abominable 
thing \ as the moil deteflable, and the moft miferable 
part of the creation. You (hall go into Fire : And 
Oh, confider, into what fire ! Is it merely into one fierce 
blaze, whichjjfliall confume you in a moment, tho' with 
ezquifite pain ? That were terrible. But Oh, fuch ter- 
rors are not to be named with thefe. Thine, finner, 
is Everlaiting Fire : It is that, which our Lord hath 
in fuch awful terips defcribed as prevailing there, 
where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quench- 
ed \ and then fays it a fecond time, where their worm 
diej^h not, and the fire is not quenched; and again, in 
wonderful compafTion, a third time, where their worm 
dieth notj^nd the fire is nottjuenched (d ). Nor was it ori- 
ginally prepared, or principally intended for you : It was 
prepared for the Devil And His Angels \ for thofe firft 
.grand rebels, who were immediately upon their fall 
doomed to it : And fince you have taken part with 
them in their apoftacy, you mufl fink with them into 
that flaming ruin ; and fink fo much the deeper, as yotx. 
have dcfpifed a Saviour, who was never offered to them, 
Thefe mufl be your companions, and your tormentors, 
wi^h v^hpm you mufl dwell forever, ./\nd is' it I, that 
fay this ? or fay not the law, and the gofpel, the fame? 
Does not the Lord Jefus Chrift exptefsly Cay it, who is 
the faithful and true witnefs (e) ,even he, who is himfelf 
topionounce the fentence? 

$• 10. And when it is thus pronounced, and pro- 

, nounced by him, fhall it not alfo be^ executed? Who 

could imagine the contrary ? Who could imagine theie 

fhould 

rdyMarkix. 44- 46. 48. (e; Rcy, xU-i4. 
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Chap. 6. The Jinner warned tv prepare /or if. 6% 

fhould be all this pompous declaration, to fill the mmd 
only with vain terror ; and that this fentence fliouM ra- 
nifli into fmokc ? Tou may eafily apprehend, that this 
^(vould be a greater reproach to the divine adminiftra- 
tion, than if fentence were never to be pafled. And 
therefore, we might eafily have inferred the execution 
of It, from the procefs of the preceding judgment. But 
l^ft the treacherous heart of a finner (hould deceive him 
with fo vain a hope, the aflurance of that execution is 
immediately added in very memorable terms. It (hall 
.be done: It fhall immediately be done. Then, on that 
very day, while the found of it is yet in their ears, the 
wicked fliall go away into everlafting punifhment (f ) : 
And thou, O readeir, whoever it^ou art, being found in 
their number, fliali go away with them ; (halt be driven 
on among all thefe wretched multitudes, and plunged 
with them into eternal ruin. The wide gates of hell 
fhallbe open to receive thee', they fhall be ftiut upon 
thee for ever to inclofe thee 5 and be fad barred, by the 
Almighty hand of divine juftice to prevent all hope, all 
poffibility of efcape for ever. 

J. II. And now, prepare thyfelf to meet the Lord thy 
GOD(g): Summon up all the refolution of thy mind, 
€0 endure fuch a fentence, fuch an execution as this : 
For he will not meet thee as a man (h)*, whofe heart rnay 
fometimes fail him, when about to exert a needful aft 
of feverity, fo that compaffion may prevail againft rea- 
fon and juftice. No, he will meet thee as a GOD, whofe 
fchemes and purpofes are immoveable as his throne. 
I therefore teitify to thee in his name this day, that if 
God be true, he will thus fpeak ; and that if he be able 
he will thus aft.. And, on fuppofition of thy continu-^ 
ance in thine impenitence and unbelief, thou art brought' 
into this miferable cafe 5 that if God be not either falfe 
or weak, thou art undone, thou art eternally undone. 
' F Tie 

(f) Matth. XXV. 46. (g) Amos iv. la. (h) Tiiii. xlvli. 5, 
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Ch«p. 6. TB^ fefiedkfT tf a fiUffer^ 6t 

The Reflection of a Sinner, flruck with the Tl'cr- 
ror o£ this Sentence. 

" XTTI^ETCri that r am ! What (hall t do? or whi- 
" W ther (hall I flee ? I am weighed in the bal- 
<< ance, and am found wanting (i). This is indeed mjr 
*< ^oom ; the doom lam to expefl from the mouth of 
<< Chrift himfclf; from the mouth of him, that died for 
«« the redemption and falvation of men. Dreadful fen- 
** tence ! and fd much the more dreadful> when con- 
<5 fidered.in that view ! To what fhall I look to favc 
<^ me from it ? To whom fhall I call ? Shall I fay to 
<* the rocks, fair upon n*e, and to the hills, cover me (k)? 
«< What fliould I gain by that ? Were I indeed over- 
*^ whelmed with rocks and mountains, they could not* 
*< conceal me from the notice of his eye j and his hand 
" could reach me with as much cafe thcicas any where 
« elfe. ' 

" Wretch indeed that t am ! Oh that I had never 
«* be^nbornl Oh that I had never known the dignity 
*« and prerogative of j:hc rational nature \ Fatal prero- 
«*^ gative indeed, that renders me obrtoxious to condem- 
•« nation and wrath! Oh that I had never been iilftruc- 
<« ted in the will of God at ally rather than that beinff^ 
<« thus iriftruftcd, I flionld have difregarded and tranU 
<< grefled it ! Would to God, I had been aJ)ied to the 
<< meaneftofthe human race, to therti that come near- 
«« eft t6 the ftate of the brutes,rather than that I ihould 
<< have had my lot in cultivated life; amidft fo many 
<< of the improvements of reafon, and (dreadful reflec- 
<« tipn!) amidft fo mariyof the advantages of religion 
^ too ! and thus to have perverted all to my own de- 
<f ftrudlion! But alas, it will live for ever; will live 
*< to feel the agonies of eternal death. Why have I feen 
<« the beauties and glories^ of a world like this, to ex- 
«< change it for that flaming prifon I Why have I tafted 
«' fo many <>f my Creator's bounties, to wring out at 

*'laft 

(i) Dan. T. %y. (k) LuAe xitiiL 30. 
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^hap. :<?. under tie tetrar of this Jentmce. ^ 

«< laft the dreg$ of his wrath ! Why have I known the 
« delights of foci al life and friendly convcrfe, to ex- 
•* change them for the horrid company of derils and 
«< damned fpirits in Tophet \ O who can dwell with 
M ith^m in devouring ^mes ! Who can He down with 
^ themine¥erlafting,eTerlafting^eyerlafting burmngs(l)! 

<< But whom ha?e I to blame in all this, but myfelf ? 
•.^ Whf^tba^el toaccu£:» hut my own ftupidjiKorrjgibje 
^ folly ? Gn what is ail th is tecrible rain to be charged, 
^ but on this one fatal curfed caufe, that having brokea 
^ .God's ISLW, I rejefted his gopel too? 

•« Yet ftay, O my foul, in Uie midft of all thefe dole- 
^ ful foreboding complaints. .Can I fay, that I have 
«« finally r^je^^ed the gofpel? Am I not to this day un- 
«* der the found of itT The fentence is not yet gpne 
•• forth againft me, info determinate a manner as to be 
f^ utterly irrevex&ble. Thro' all this gloomy profpe^ 
^ one ray of hope breaks ip^ ^d it is ppflible I may 
« yet be delivered. 

" lUvivin^ thought! Ilejoice in it, Q my foul, tbo' 
5* it be with trembling I and tvwrn immediately to thajC 
*« X?qd, who, ^hp* provoked by ten thoufand oiFences, 
•* has cot yet fworjn in his wrathj that thou fhalt never 
.« be permitted to ho|d farther intercourfe with him, 
•* or to enterinto his rQ(l (m). 

« I do then, O blefled Ijord, prqftrate myfelf in the . 
<< d^ft before thee. I own, I am a condemned an^ 
^•^ \nHerable crcaWe. But iny language is that of the 
«< humble put|lican, God be mer^ciful to me a finner (n). 
f* Some general and cqnfufed apprehenfions I have of 
f< away,by whichi may poifibly efcape. O God, what- 
^ ever that way 19, (hew it me, I befcech thee ! Point 
« it out fo plainly,' that I may not l>e able to mi (lake 
,<« it! AndjOb, recobc^le my heart to it, be it ever fo 
«« humbling, ^e it ever fo painful I 

<< Surely, Lord, I h'4ve mpcb to learn; but be tho.^ 
.« my teacher I Stay for a little thine ^upJiifted handj at>d 
*< in thine infinite compaffion, delay the ftrpke, till I en- 
• quire a little farther, how I may finally avoid it l" 

^ F 2 ' C H A P. vir. 

[IJ liai. xxxiii. I4. [m] Pfalm xcv. II. (nj l^ukc xvlii. 13 
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454 2*jJ^ helpkjsjiate of a Jtnner. \ Chap. 7^ 

CHAR VII 



The helplefs State of the Sinker vn^er Condemna** 
tion. 

The finner^ urged to confidifi hstv he can be Javed from thh 
impending ruin, §, I — 2. ( I. ) Not By any tting he can offer. 
J. 3. (2.) Nor by any thing he can endure, f . 4. (3.) Nor 
by any thing l^e can do in the courfe of future duty, §, 5. (4.) 
Nor by any alttance nvith fdlow finnersy^ on earthy or in helh 
§, 6 — 8. (5.3 Nor by any interpofttion or inter cejjion of^ 
angels or fatnts in bis favour, §, 9. Hint of the only method 
to be afterwards more largely explained* Ibid, The /amenta* 
tson ^afinner In this miferabk condHion. 

' ^ I. Q^ INNER, thou haft heard thefentencc of God, as 
1^ it ftands upon record in hisfacred and immut* 
able word. And wilt thou lie down under it in ever- 
Pafting defpair? Wilt thou make no attempt* to be* 
delivered from it, when it fpeaks nothing Jefe than 
Eternal DEATH to thy foul ?. If a eriminaf^, con- 
demned by human laws, hasbut the leaft fhadow of hope^' 
that he may poffibly efcape, he is ati attention to it. IF 
there be a friend, who he thinks can help hrm, with 
•what strong importunity does he intreat the interpofi* 
tion of that friend ? And even whHe he is before the 
judge, how difficult is it often to force him away 
from the bar, while the cry of mercy, mercy, mercy^ 
may be heard, tho* it be nerer fo unfeafonable ? A mere 
poifibility that it may makie fome^impreffion, makes him 
eager in it, and unwilling to be filcnced and removed*. 
§. 2. Wik thou not then, O finner, e'er yet execu* 
tton is done, thafexecmion which may perhaps bedone 
this very day^ wilt thou not cast about in thy thoughts^ 
what meafurcs may be taken for deliyerance ? Yet what 
meafures can be taken ? Confidcr attentively, for it fs 
an affair of moment. Thy wifdom, thy power, thy elo- 
quence, or thine interest, van never be exerted on a, 

greater 
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Chap* 7. He has nofacrifice io atone for Jin. 65 

creator occaGoiu If thou canft help thyfelf, do. If thou 
haft any fecret fource of relief, go not out of tbyfelf 
for other afliftance. If thou haft any facrifice to offer, 
if thou haft any str^ength to exert; yea, if thou hast any 
alits on earth, or in the invifible world, who can defend 
and deliver thee; take thine own way, fothat thou may- 
68t but be delivered at all, and we may not fee thy ruin. 
But fay. Oh (inner, in the prefence of God, what fa- 
crifice thou wilt prefent, what strength thou wilt exert, 
what allies thou wilt have recourfe to, on fo urgent^ 
fo hopelefs an occafion : For hopelefs I must indeed pro- 
nounce it^ if fuch methods are taken. 

J. 3. The justice of God is injured : Hast thou any . 
atonement to make to it ? If thou wast brought to an 
enquiry and propofal, like that ofthfe awakened finner. 
Wherewith Ihall I come before the Lord, and bow my 
felf before the high God ? Shall I come before him with 
burnt oflerings, with calves of a year old ? Will the 
Lord be pleafed with thoufands 01 rams, or with ten 
thoufands of rivets of oil (a)? Alas,* wert thou as great 
a prince as Solomon hin^felf, and couldst thou indeed 
purchafefuchfacrificesasthefe, there wouldbeno room to 
inention them. Lebanon would not be fufficient to 
burn, nor all the beafts thereof for a burnt ofiering (d). 
Even under that difpenfation, which admitted anci re- 
quired facrifices in fome cafes, the blood ofT>ulI\ auddf 
goats, tho* it exempted the offender ftom farther tem- 
poral punilbment, could not take away fm (c), nor pre* 
vai] by any means to purge the confcience in the 'fight 
of God; And that foul that had done ought prefumpiu- 
oufly was not allowed to bring any fin-ofteringor trc(^ 
pafs offering at all, but was eondcmned to die without 
mercy (d). Now God and thine own confcience know, 
that thine offences have not been merely the errors of 
ignorance and inadvertency, but that thou haft finneU 
with an high hand in repeated aggravated instances, as 
thou hast acknowledged already. Shouldst thou add, , 
with the wretched finner defcribed above, (hall I give 
F 3 my 

(a.) Micah vi- 6. 7. [dj If xli. 16, [c] Hcb. x. 4, 
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66 Nofufferings of his own will/ave him. Chap. 5. 

my firft born for my tranfgreffion, the fruit of my bo- 
^y for the iGn of my foul (e)? What could the blood of 
a beloved child do in fuch a cafe, but dye thy crimesfo 
piuch the deeper, and add a yet unknown horror fo 
them ? Thou haft offended a being of infinite m^ijefty ; 
and if that offence is eixpiated by blood, it muft be by 
another kind of blood, than that wjiich fiows in the veixH 
of tliy children, or in thine own. 

§. 4. Wilt ihou then fuffcr thyfelf, till thou haft made 
full (atisfaftion ? But wl?ere fhall that fatisfafliion be 
made ? Shall it be by any calamities to be endbred in 
this mortal momentary life ? Is the juftice of GoA then 
efteemed fo little a thing, that the forrows of afew 
days (hould fuffice tpanfwer its deipands? Or doft thoii 
think of future fufferings, in the invifible world ? If 
thou doft, that is not cleliverance : And with regard tor 
that I may venture to fay, when thou haft made full 
fatisfafliori, thou wilt be releafed: When thou haft paid 
the iitmoft farthing of that del?t, thy prifon doors (hall 
be opened. In the mean time, thou muft make thy bed 
in hell (f) : And, O unhappy man, wilt iJiou lie down 
there, with a fecret hope, that the moment will com^» 
V^hen the rigour of divine juftice will not be able to Jn- 
fii£^ any thing more than thou haft endured, and>when 
thou n^ayeft claim thy difcharge as ^matter of right ?^ 
It would indeed be well for thee, if thou could ft carry 
down with thee fuch a hope, falfe and flattering as it 
is : But alas, thou wilt fee things in fo juft a ligbt, that 
to- have no comfort b|ut thi^, will be eternal defpair. 
Thatone word of thy fcntence, everlasting; that 
one declaration, the M'orm dieth not, and the fire is not 
c|uenched \ will be fufEcient to ftrike fuch a thought 
into black confufion, and to overwhelm thee witlvhope- 
lefs agony and horror. 

j* 5 . Or do you think, that your future reformatiqa 
and diligence in duty for the time to come, will pro-^ 
cure your difcharge from this fentence > Take hecd^ 
iinncFi what kind of obedicpce thou thinkcft of offer- 
ing 

fcj Mic \h Vi. 7. ^f ' Pfulm cxxxii. 8. f 
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ing to an holy God. l^at mud be fpotfefs and x:omr 
pleat which his infinite faniflitjr.can approve ^nd accept^ 
if he cohfidflr thee in thyfelf alone : There muft be no 
inconftancy, no forgetfulnefis^ ne mixtureof (in, attend* 
ing it. And wilt thou, enfeebled as thou art, by fo 
much original corxuption, and fo many (inful .habits con* 
traced 'by in(iumerable a£lual tranfgreffionsi .undertake 
to render fuch an obedience, and diat for all the re- 
mainder pf thy life ? In vain wouldft thou attempt it, 
even for one day. ^New guilt would immediately plunge 
thee into new ruin.^ But if it did pot ; if from tUs 

« moment to the very end of thy life ail were as com^ 
pleat obedience as the law of God req.uired from . A^ 
dam in paradife, would tbat^be fufficient tox:ancel pafl: 
guilt ? would it difbharge an old debt, that thou hadft 
not contra£kd a bew pnef'Ofier this to thy neighbour 
and fee Mht will accept it for ^payment; and if be will 
not, wilt thou pr^fume too^ittp thy God I 

j. 6. But'l will not/multiply words on fo plain a fub« 
jeA. While I fpeak thus, time is paffing away, deaih 
predes on, and judgment is approaching, and what 
can fave thee from thefe awful fcenes, or what can pro*- 
te£l thee in them i Can ^he world fave thee I that. vain 

. delufive idol of thy wiihes andi purfuits, to which thou 
art lacrificing thine eternal hopes ? 3^11 doft thou 
•know, that it will utterly forfake thee when thou need- 
efiitmoft;. and that not one of iu eBJpyments can be 
carried along with thee into the invifible (late : Not 
not fo mueh as a trifle to remember it by ; if thou 
4C0ttld(lde(lre toremember fo incon(2ftent,andfotreach^ 
«rous a friend, as the world has been. 

}. 7. And when ^ou are dead, or when you arc 
dying, can your (infui cpmpanions fave .you ? IsAere 
any 'one of them, if he wereeverfo defirous of doing 
it, that can give unto God a ranfom for you (g) to dCf 
liver you from going down to the grave, or from go- 
ing down to hell ? Als^s, you will probably be fo kxim 
iibie of thiS; that when yoii lie on the t>order of the 

•grave. 
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68 Hii fillow 'Creatures cannot help him. Chap. 7, 

grave, yoa will be unMrilfinf^to .fee, or fo converf^ 
with thofe, that were once your fevburitc compantonsr 
They will afSifl you rather than reliere you, even then : 
How much lefs can they relieve you before the bar of. 
God, when; they are overwhelmed with their own- con- 
demnation. 

J. 8., As for the powers of darkncfs, you are fure^ 
they will be far -from any abtKty, or inclination to Jielp 
you. Satan has been wati:hing and Ub<Hiring for your- 
deftruiQion, and he will triumph in it. But if there 
could be any thing of an amicable' confederacy between 
you, what would that be, but sm aflbciation:m ruin I 
For the day of Judgment of u'njuft m€e>twill alfo be th^ 
judgment of.thefe rebellious ipiritsv ^"^ the fire into 
which thou, O finner,.muft depart, is that which was 
prepared for the Devil and his angels (h)» 
X j. 9. Will the celeftial fpirits then fave thee ? Will 
they interpofc their power, or their prayers, in thy fa- 
^ur? An interpofition ofpower> when fentence is £one 
forth againft thee, MPcre an a£l of rebellion againfthea* 
ven, which, thefe holy and excellent creatures would 
abhor. And M4ien the final ple^fure of the judge is 
known, in (lead of interceeding in vain for the wretch- 
ed criminal, they would ratlier, with ardent zeal for 
the glory of their Lord, and cordial acquiefcence in 
the determination of his wifdom and julUce, prepare 
to execute it. Ye:^ difficult as it may be at prefent to 
'conceive it, it is a certain truth, that the fcrvants of 
Ghrift, who now mod tenderly love you, and moftaf- . 
fcdiionately fcek your falvatipn \ not excepting thofe, 
who are allied to you in the nearefi bonds of nature,. 
«x^of fricnci{h»p: even they fhall put their amen to 
it. Now indeed their bowels yearn over you, and their 
cye-poureth out tears on your account \ Now theyex- 
poftulate with you, and plead with God for you, if by 
any means, while yet there is hope, you may be plucked 
as.a fire brand out of the burning (i). But alas, their re- 
monflrances you will notregard: And hs for their pjrayers, 
^ , what 

J • ■ ■ 

(b) Mat. xjf, 4l« « (») Amoi lv< 11. 
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Chap* 7- ST^^ fifmer^s Lamentation in bis miferj 6f 

what ftould they aflc for you ? What Imttfaily that yoii 
may fee yourfelves to be undone I and that»^ utterly de* 
fpairing pf any help from yourfchrcs, or from any 
Created power, you may lie before God in humility and 
brokennefs of heart; that, fubmitting yourfelves tohia 
righteous judgement, and in an utter Renunciation of 
all fclf-dependance, and of all Creature-dcpendance, you 
may lift up an humble look towards him, asalmod from 
die depths of hclj, if peradventure he may haipe compaf*- 
fion upon you, and may himfelf dire£l you to that on* 
bf method of refcue, which, while things continue 38 in 
prefent circumftknces they are,, neither earth, nor hi^ll^ 
nor heaven can afiord you« 

Tie Lamentation of a ginnery in this miferable 
Condition* 

•* /^H dolefur, uncomfortable, helplefe ftatef Oh 
** V_^ wretch that I am, to have reduced myfelf toitj 
«* Poor, empty, miferable, abandoned creature ! Wherq" 
•* is my pride, and the haughtinefa of my heart ? vhere 
•< are my idoi deities^ whom I have loved,, and ferved,. 
<* after whom I have walked, and whom I have fought 
•* (k), wbilft \ have been multiplyiFng my tranfgreffion* 
** againft the majefty of heaven ? Is there no heart ta 
«* havecompaffion upon me? Is^ there no' hand to favc 
*' me ; Have pity upon me, have pity upon me, O my 
•* friends ; for the hand of God hath touched me (1), ' 
** hath feized me ! I feel it preffing me hard, and what 
^- (hall I do ? perhaps, they have pity upon me: but 
•* alas, how feeble a coihpaffion ? Only if there be any 
^ where in the whole compafs of nature any help, tell 
•* me where it may be found I O point, it outj dircA 
*^ me towards it; or rather, confounded and ailonifhed 
^ as my mind is, take me by the hand^ and lead me to 
« it 

** Oye minifters of the Lord,^ whofe office it is to 
•* guide and comfort diftreflcd fouls^take pity upon me I 

«< I 

(k) jcr. viii. a. (i) Job ,'iix^,»Google 



^ >I feaf) J am>a pattofh^.of JTuny.otiber^dtdcfa crcap 
^ ituresj^jwbo faavethe iikeneed of jour affifta«nce. -]Ut]ir 
A* afidc/yoiur.adxfir caccs, to care for mfibul ; to care 
^ ifor this precious foul of mine, whicji lies asit .were 
^ bleeding to de^lh, (if that exprpflkm may be ufed,) 
^ iiebiiejFoupevhaps^bacdljr afford me a look > 'Or,^lahr 
^ qing an eyeupon me, pafs over to the other ilde (m^)*- 
5* 'Yet, alas, in a cafe like mine, what can yo^r interpo^ 
^ -iinon avail, ifit.be alone; If i^e JiiOrd donot^elp 
« me, hour xan ^ help me (n) ? 

;f<,0 .<3od of rfie fpirits of all flcfh (o), I lift up mine 
(< «yes unto thee and cry unto thee, as out of the beUy 
«< of hell (p). I cry unto thee at lead irom the bordeus^ 
<^ of it. Tet while I lie before thee in this infinite' dif- 
^ .trefsIknqw,4Jiatthine Almight]^po3;r;eTaad.4>Qundk6' 
*« grace, can ftill find" out a way for my recovery, 

<< Thou art he, whom I have moft of all injured and' 

¥ affronted \ and y^t from thee alone jmuft I now ^eek- 

<* jcdrefs, Agai^ft thee, thee only have I finned, and 

^ done evil in thy fight (p)vfo that thou.maycft be 

^^ jui^ificd when thou fpeakeft, and. be clear iW^en dioii 

V judgetl, tho' thou ihouldft this n>o(nent adjudge ^me 
♦«. to eternal mi£ery. And yetJvfind foroething ttot .fe- 
*f cretly draws .rac to ^thee, as if I might find reXcue 
^ there, where I have dcfecved tl^ moft aggravated de- 
^ ftru£fcion. BleflidGod, Ihawedeftroyed myfelf •, ,but 
•* in thctt is my help (q), if there can be help at all. 

^ I know in general, that thy ways are not as our waye 
^ Dor thy thoughts as our thoughts ; but arenas high a- 
¥4>ove them, as the heavens are, above the earth (r). 
*« Have mercy therefore upon me, O God, according to 
<< the multitude of ^hy tender mercies.(.s) ! Oh poiot ouC 
^ the path to the city of refuge ! Oh kad me thyfclf in 
<« the way evcrlafting (t) ! I know in genera^ that thy 

V gofpel is the qnly riemedy : O teaclvthy fcrvants to ad- 
<< rainifter it ! Oh prepare mine heart to receive it ! and 

^« fuffcr 

fta) Luke x. 31. \n\ % Kings vi. 17. [o] Num. xvi* a» (jp) Jonah 
ii. a. [qj Pfaim li. 4. (r) Hofca xiii. 9. [») Uaiah Iv. 8. 9. (t) 
Pfal. li. 1. [uj Pfal. cxxxix. 34. 
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^ ble Mddktue Into^poifbn r' 



CHAR VIII. 

NdWS of Solvation by Christ brotight to^ 
the convinced and condemned Sinner. 



7he awful things ^hich have hitherto heefk/aid^ sntfflded, Hd0 
*o glie^y hut help. f, 1. Afteirfome refleSion on the f^a* 
fite ipHh *a4{ei' a v/AfAJi'er of the Gojpel may delher the 
nstff^ ^tb nvbkh heit chargedf $ 2* and fome reafdntfor 
the-repeti^htt 9f 'tohatu infpetulatkm fo 'getter my: h^onbn<i *$ . 3* 
The author froeitdf Iriefy to declare the fubjianie of theft 
glad tidings \ vis& That God having in his if^lte compqjjton 
Jent his Son to diepr fnnersyis now recomileable through 
hiftti §» 4 — 6. So that the mofl heinous iranfgrejjions Jhalt 
he entirely pardoned to believers ^ and they made compleady and 
tternally happy. §. 7, 8^ l%e ftitHer* s refleaion on this good 
MeiDu 

|. I. 1|L *Y (feari^arfeH It is fh« great ddign of the 
^WJL g^O^^U' 3tid wiifcrc-evW it' is cofdially re- 
ceived, it is the glorious eflfeft of it, to fill the heart 
whh femimente of love 5 to teach us tb abhor all unne- 
ccflary rigour and fcverity', and to delight, not in the 
glrief, but in the happirtefs of our fellow^creatures. ! 
can hardly apprehend, how he can be a chriftian, who 
taKcs pleafure in the diftrfefe which appears even in a 
briite, much lefsinthat of a htittian mind ; and efpe^ 
cially in fuch dxftrefs as the thoughts I have been pto^ 
pofing^ mud give, if there be^ily diie attention to their 
weight and energy. I h^ve oft^n felt a tender regret, 
^hilel have been repr^fentingthefc things*, and I could 
have wi&cd from mine heart, that it had not been nc- 

ceiTary. 
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74 , The News of Salvation fuhfijhed* Chap. 8^ 

ceflary to have placed them in fo ffvere 2nd fo painful 
a light. But DOW I am addrefling mjrfclf to a part of 
my work, which I undertake with unutterable plca- 
fure : and to that, which indeed I had in view, in all 
thofe awful things which I have already been laying be- 
fore you. ' I havebfeen (hewing you, that, if you hi- 
therto have lived in a (late of impenitence and (in, you 
are condemned by God's righteous judgment, and have 
in youtfelf ncrfpring of Hope, and no po(Bbiiity of de- 
liverance. But I mean not to leave you under this 
fad apprchenfion, to lie down and die in delpair, com- 
plainings of that cruel zeal, which has tormented you 
before the time (a). 

5. 2. Arife, O thou dejefted foul, that art proftrate 
in the duft before God, and trembling under the ter- 
ror of his righteous fentence ; for I am cemmiiBoned 
to te!l thatjyou tho^ thou haft deftroyed tbyfe)f,in Gk)d 
is thine he)p(b). I bring thee good tidings of great joy 
(c), which delight mine own heart, Jwhile I proclaim 
them, and will I hope reach, and revive thine ; even 
the tidings ot falvation, by the blood and righteoufnefs 
of th^ Redeemer. And I giVe it thee for thy great- 
er feciirity, in the words of a gracious and forgiving 
God, that he is in Chrift reconciling the world unto him- 
felf, and not imputing to them their trefpa(re8(d}. 

J. 3. This is the beft news that ever was heard, the ' 
moft important meflage which God ever (fent to his 
creatures: And tho' I doubt not at all, but living, as 
you have done, in a chriftian country, you have heard 
it often, perhaps a thoufand and a thoufand times ; I 
\vill with all (implicity and plainnefs, repeat it vto you 
again, and repeat it a& if you had never heard it before. 
If thou, O fitiner, (houldft now for the (irft time feel 
it, then will it be as a new gofpel unto thee, though 
fo familiar to thine ear ; nor (hall it be grievous for me 
^ to fpeak what is fo common, (ince.to you it is fafe and 
neccffary(e). They who are moft deeply and intimatdf 

. acquaint* 

(a) Matth. viii. 29. b Hofea xii. 9. (^) Luke ii. I9i 
' C^J % Cor, V. 19. (tj Phil. iii. r. 
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Chap. 8. God hasfentVis Son to die for Sinners* 75 

acquainted with inftead of being cloyed and fatiated, 
will hear it with diftingHifiied pleafurej and as for thofe 
who have hitherto flighted it, I am fare they had nted to 
hear it again. Nor is it abfolutely impoffible, that fonrc 
one foul at lead may read thefe lines, who hath never 
been clearly arid fully inftni(fted in this important doc* 
trine, tho' his evcrlafting all depends on knowing and 
receiving it. I will therefore take care that fuch a on© 
fliall not have it to plead at the bar of God, that tho* he 
Hved in a chriftian country, he was never plainly and 
faithfully taught the doftrine of falvation by Jefus Chrift 
the way, the truth, and the life, by whom aloiire wc 
>€ome unto the Father (f). 

J. 4. 1 do therefore teftify unto you this day^ that the 
\o\j and graciotis Majefly of heaven and earth, forfee- 
ing the fatal Apoftacy into which the whole human race 
would fall, did not deter niine to deal in a way of ftri<a: 
and rigorous feyerity with us, fo as to confign us over to 
univerfal ruin ^nd inevitable damnation ; but on the con*- 
trary, he determined to enter into a treaty of peace and 
reconciliation, and to publifli to all, whom the gofpel 
Ihould reach,^ the exprefs offers of life and glory, in a 
certain method, which his infinite wifdom judged fuit- 
able to the purity of his nature, and the honour of go- 
vernment. This method was indeed a moft aftonifcing 
one, which, familiar as it is to our thoughts ^and our 
tongues, I cannot recoHeft and ^nention without great 
amazement. He determined to fend his own fon into 
the world, the brightnefs of his glory, and the exprefs 
image of his perfon(g), partaker ofhis own divine per- 
feftions. and honours, to be not merely a teacher of 
righteoufnefs, andja meffenger of grace, but alfo a facri- 
fice for the fins of men ! and would confent to his fav- 
ing them, on no other condition but this, that he ihould 
not anly labour but die in the caufe. 

$. 5. Accordingly, at fuch a period of time as infinite 
wifdom fawmod convenient, the Lord Jefus Chrift ap- 
peared iii hum^n flelh •, and after he had gone through 
G , . inceflant 

(0 Jdbn xlv, 6. (g; Hib. \. %^ - 
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74 ' -Sre^ fHff^rinjgs thatXhrifi endured (aap* % 

nc^iTttit %TiA long continuM fatijgacsi and born all th^ 
preceding injuries, which the ingratitude and malice ol 
men could infli£l, he .voluntarily fubmitted biioftlf to 
death, even' the death of the crQfs(h} ; a^d having heeq 
delivered for our offences, was raifed again focourjuiliit 
fication (i). After Ws refiirrcaion, fafs'tConUnu^cTloiiii; 
enough^ oti earth to givc.his followers moft convindn^ 
evidences of it, and then afcended into heaven Jn theii; 
fight (k) ; and fent down hisfpirit fro m^ thence U|)on bis 
A^oftJjps, to enable them in, the moil petfuafiji^c and au»- 
thoritative manner, to preach the gofpel(l) : at^dheha^ 
given it in a charge. to. them, and to,thofe who in every; 
age fucceed them in this part of their office^ that k. 
(hould be publiflied to eVery creature (mj; that all v^ho 
believe in it may be faved, by virtue of its divine.autbor^ 
who is the fame yeflcrday,. to-day, and for ever (n). 

.§. 6. This gofpel do I therefore now pi;eapn^ and 
proclaim unto thee,0 reader, with the ^ncereft dcfire, 
that thro' divine grace, it may this very day be fahatioot 
to the foul (o). Know therefore, and confider it whpO>- 
cver thou art, that asfurely as thipfc word^^e now before^ 
thine eyes, fo fure it is, that the incarnate Son of Godi 
was made a fp^AacIe to the world, and to angek, and to* 
men(q)5 his back torn with fcourges^his head wi^b, 
thorns, limbs ilretchedout^son.arack, and nailed to the 
accurfed tree^and in thismiferablecondition hewashun|r^ 
by his hands and his feet, as an 6bje£l of public infamy < 
and contempt. Thu&,d.id he die, in the midft of all the: 
tapnts and infults of hia.cruel enemie^ who thirfted for 
his blood; and, which w.as the faddcft circumftance of 
all, in the midft of thefc agonies with which he clofed the 
moft innocent, perfefl, a^d ufeful life that ever was 
fpent upon earth, be haclnotthofeiupports of the divine 
prt fence, which finful men have often experienced, when 
they have been fuffering for the teftimony of their confci- 
encc. They have often burft out intp tranfpQrta.of joy 

and 



(h) Phil. ii. a. f ij Rom. IV. 25. (k) A^s i. 9. ii. [J] Luke 
xxiv. 40. {mj Mark xvi. 15, fnj Ifeb, xiii. 8. (o) l^ukc xix. 
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tfid for^s of praifc, while their executioners have been 
glutting their hellidi malice^ and more than favage bar^* 
terity, by making their torments artificially grievous ; 
but ttie crucified Jefus cried out> in the diftrefs of his 
ipotlefsandhoIy{bttl^myGod|my Godj why haft thou for- 
fttenme(q)? 

Js 7. Look upon our dear redeemer I look upto-thia 
iftournfa], dreadful, yet m^ne view, delightful fpeftacle; 
tfnd then afk thine own heart, do 1 believe that Jefus fuf- 
fered and died thu% ? Let me anfwer in God's own words, 
he was^^^undedfot-our tranfgrefBons, he was bruifed for 
our iniqjBitiesi and the chaftifement of our peace was u-» 
pon him, that by hia ftfipes we might be healed : it pleaf- 
ed the, Lord to bruife him, and put him to grief, when 
hte m^ehis (bul an offering for fin y for the Lord laid on- 
him the iniquity of us all (r). So that I may addrefs you 
in tte'wordsof the Apoftle, be it known unto you there* 
fore, that through this mat\ is preached unto you the' 
forgiveuefsof fins (s); as it v^ashi^ommand, juft after*^ 
be rofe from the dead, that repentance and remiffionof 
fins fhould be preached in his name onfo all nations, be« 
^nningat Jerufalem (t)} the very Race, where his blood 
bad fo lately been fhed in fuch a cruel* manner. I do 
therefore teftify to you, in the words of another infpifed • 
^Jfriter, that Chrift was made ijn, that i^, a fin-offering, 
for us, tho' he knew no fin, that we might be made the 
Righteoufnefs^of God in hitti/u^# that is, that thro' the 
righteoufkiefs he hasftiUilled, and the atonement he has 
. made, we might beaecepted by God as righteous, and be 
not only pardoned, but received into his favour. To you 
is the word of this falvation fent (x)j and to you, O rea- 
der, are the bleffiiigs of it even now offered by God, fin- 
cerely offi^red j . fo that, after all that I have faid under 
th<6 former heacfe, it is not yout having broken the law 
of God, that fliall prove your rain, if you do not alfo re- • 
]tGt hh gofpel. It is not aUthofe legions of fins, which - 
rife up in battle-array: again ft you, diat fhali be able to 
G 2 deftroy 

fq) Matt. XEvii. 46. fr] Ifai.lut. 5. 6.' lo^ [;«] A«5 xui. i%. \t\ 
Liikc xxW. 41. [u) % Cor. V. ai. C*) ^^^ ^"*' *^' ' 
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dedroy you, if unbelief do not fead them oxf^ and final 
impenitency do not bring qp the rear. -I know, that 
guilt is a timorou3 thing; I will therefore fpeak in the 
words of God himfelf, nor can any be more comf(ntable^ 
he that beh'eveth on the Son, hath everlafting Life (y) ;. 
and he fhall never come into condemnation (z): There is. 
therefore no condemnation, no kind or degree of it, to 
them, to any one of them, who ar^ in Jefus Chrift, who- 
walk not after the flefli, but after the fpirit/^a^ You have 
indeed been a very great finnerj and your offences have 
truely been attended with mofl: henious aggravations;, 
nevertbelefsyou may rejoicein the afTurance, that where 
fin hath abounded there Ihall grace much more abound (b)^ 
that where fin hath reigned unto death, where it has had 
its mod unlimited fway, and moft unrefiiled triumphs,, 
there fhall righteoufnefs reig« to eternal life thro' Jefu^ 
Chrift our Lord (c). That righteoufnefsjta which on be- 
lieving on him thou uilt be intitled', fliall not only break * 
thofe ehainS) by which fin is (as it were)<lrag^ing theeat 
its chariot wheels with a furious pace to eteraal ruin 5, 
but it fhall cloth« thee with the robes of falvation, fhall 
fix thee on a throne of glory, where thou (halt live and 
reign for ever among the princes of heaven >^ fhalt teigiii 
in immortal beauty and joy, without one remaining fear 
of divine difpleafure upon thee j without one fingle mark, 
by which it could be known, that thou hadft ever bee» 
obnoxious to wrath and a curfew except it be an anthem? 
of praife to the Lamb that was flain, and has wafhed 
thee from thy fins in his own blood (d)i 

J 8. Nor is it necefiaryj in order to thy being feleafed 
from guilt, ami intitled to thi« high and complete felici-' 
ty, that thou fhouldft, before thou >f ill venture to appl]^ 
to Jefus, bring any good works of thine own to recom- 
mend thee to his acceptance. It is indeed true, that if 
thy faith befincere, it will certainly produce them : but I 
have the authority of the word of God to tell thee, that if 
thou this^day fincerely believelt in the name of the Son oC. 

God, 



fyj John iH. ^6, (2) JoKn v. 44. (a) koai. viii. !• (b) Rotfi. 
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God, thoa (halt this daj be taken under his care, and be 
numbered among thofe of his fheep, to whom he hath , 
, gracioufly declared, thathe will give eternal life, and that 
they ihall never pcrifli(e). Thou haft no need "therefore 
to fay, who ftiall go up into heaven, or who fhall de- 
ftend into tht deep for me ? For the word is nigh thee, 
in thy moutHj-and in thine heart (f). With this joy- 
ful meflage Heave thee; ^dth this faithful faying, indeed 
worthy of all acceptation (g) with this gofpel, Oiinner^ 
iBi^hich 13 my life ; and whfch^ if thou doft not reject it>« 
wiU be thine too. 

^eftnner^i REFt^clr lON -on this g(Jcd New/. - 

^' /^^ ™y fou},ho<fr aftbnUhirtgisthemeflage, which!"* 
** \^"thou haft this day received ! I have indeed of- • 
•* ten heard it before ; and itis grown fo common to me, ^ 
*♦ that the furprizt is not fenfible. But refleft, O my 
^ foul, wheit is it thouliaft heard ; and fa^y, whetherthe 
*♦ naii^ of our Saviour, whofe mcflilge it is, may nor 
<* well be called Wonderful Counfellor (h), when he 
•• difplays before^theefuch* wonders of love, and pro-^ 
•^ pofes to the fuch courifds of peace ? ' • 

« Blcfled Jefus, is it indeed thus I i^ it ndt the fiaibxi 
^^ qfthe human, mind? Surely it is^tiot! what human 
*^ mmd could 'have invented or con^eived'it J Itis a 
^ plain a certain fa£t| that thou^didft leave the mdgnifi« 
*^ cence and jgy of the heavenly world, in compaffidn t^ 

' ** flush a wretf h as I! Oh hadll thou, from that height 
*' of dignity and felicity, only lookfe<l down upon me for 
*^ 2L monienr, andfent fome gracious word to me for my 

^ «*^dirff£lion and comfort, even by the leaft of thy fervants, 
*• juftly might I have proftrated myfelf .in grateful admi«- 
** ration, and have kifledthe very foot ft epl of him that 
<•• publiflied ihe Salvation (i). But didft thou eondefcend 
•« to be thyfelf the meflenger ! what grace had that been, ^ 
<^'tho'thou badft but once in perfon made thedeclarati« 
G 3 "on, 

[ej JohA X. tZs (£) aom. x« 6, 7^9.' [g] x* Tim. i. rj. W I&i* «. ^^ 
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'< on, andimmediatelyreturned back to the throne, from 
*< whence divine compaflion brought thee down! but 
*« this isnot aM the triumph of thine iiluftrious grace,. 
'« It not only brouglit thee down to earth, but kept thee 
*^* here, in a frail and wretched tabernacle, for long fuc* 
•<. ceffive years : and at length, it coft thee thy life, and 
•*< ftretched thee out as a malefaftor upon the crofs, af* 
f< ter thou hadft 'borne infultand cruelty, which it may 
«< juftly wound my heart fo much as to think of. And 
*« thus thou haft atoned injured jufticc, and redeemed 
" me to God with thine own blood (k). 

« What (hall I fay ? Lord, I believe, help thou mine 
•« Unbelief (1) ! it feems to put faith to the ftretdi, to 
** admit, what it indeed exceeds the utmoft ftretch of 
♦* imagination to conceive. Bleffed, for ever bleffed be 
" thy name, O thou father of mercies, that thou haft con- 
" trived the way ! eternal thanks to the lamb that was 
" flain, and to that kind providence that fent the word of 
«^ falvation to me ? Oh let me not, for ten thoufand 
" worlds, receive the grace of God in vain (m)! Oh im- 
^^ prefs this gofpel upon my foul, till its faving virtue be 
<* difFufed over every faculty I let it not only be heard, 
*^ and acknowledged, and profeiTed, fetit felt I make it 
•* thy power to my eternal Salvation (n) ; and raifcmc 
<^ to that humble tender gratitude, to that aftive un- 
•* Avearied zeal in thy fervice, whi^h becomes one to 
*< ^hom fo much is forgiven (o), and forgiveft upoik. 
** fuch t«rms as thefe I 

*« I feel a fudden glow in mine heart, while thefe tid- 
<< ingsare founding in mine ears: but Oh, let it not be a 
*< flight fuperficial tranfport } Oh let not this, which I 
" would fain call my chriftian joy be as that f ooliih laugh- 
•« ter, with which I have been fo madly enchanted, like 
'« the crackling blaze of thorns under a Pot (q) ! O * 
« teach mc to fccurce this mighty bleffing, this glorious 
<^ hope, in the method which thou haft appointed! and 
<< prefervc me from miftaking the joy of nature, while 

it 

(k; Rev. T. 9. [11 Mark ix. 24- (m) a Gor, vi. X^ (0) Ronw 
Lw. £oJLuk€vii.47. [^Ewlcf. vii.« gtizedbyV^OOgle " 
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<< it catches a glimpfe of its refcue from dcftrn£lion, for 
** that confent of grace^ which embraces aUd coTure^ 
" the deliverance I** 



CHAP. IX 



A more pardcular Account of the Way, by which tfaii 
Salvation is to be obtained! 



An enquiry info tie way of/alvaiion hj Chri^ teingfiM9fid^ 
§• 1. Thejinner it in general Sreaeato rebenkmee amdfakht 
J, 2. and urged to give up edlfelfdipendancef §. 3. andto^ 

feek fahation by free grace. §. 4, Afummary of more parti' 
cular dtreSions upropofed : J. 5. ( I •*) Wa/ tbejinnerjbould 
opply to XHhr'tftf J . 6. with deep ahhorrenee of bis former Jine^ 
§. 7. and a firm refolution of forfatsng toem. §, 8. (2.) 
That hefolemnly commit bis foul into the hands of Chrifif tbe 
great vital a8 of fasth^ §* 9^ which is exempSfied at large* 
§. 10. (3.) That he mate it infaS the governing care of me 

future life to obey and imitate Chrifl. §. lU This the only 
wuthod of obtaining gojpelfalvation. §. la* The Jnner deli* 
berating on tie expediency of accepting it. 



f.^1. T Now confider you, my dear reader, ascom- 
JL ing to me with the enquiry, which the Jews 
once addrefled to our Lord, what fhall we do that we 
may work the works ofOod(a).l «« What method (hall_ 
<< I take, to fccure that redemption and falv^tion,. which 
<* I am told Chrift has procured for his people ?" I 
would' anfwer k as feriouily, and ci^refully, as pofiible ? 
As one that knows, of what importance it is to you to 
be rightly informed ; and that knows alfo, how (tridly 
he is to anfwcr to God, for the fincerity and care with 
which the reply is made. May I be enabled to fpeak as 
his oracle (b), that is, in fuch a manner, as faithfully 
to echo back what the facred oracles teach I 

(a) John. i?r ;;8, (b) z Pet* y'u ii« 



So . AHfd^^epeniMu mufi h ^v$n up^ Chap, p* 

$. a. Afid Here, diatlmaybe face tolbllawthefafcft' 
gttKie^.and thefaiftft eiSampies, I muft preach falvation 
to you, in die way of repentance toward Grod, and of 
faith in our Lord Jefus Chrift (c) : . That good old doc- 
^ne, which the Apoftles preached, and which no man ^ 
can pretend to change^, but at the peril of hisown fouly* 
and of theirs who attend him.^ 

^i 3.Ifuppofe, that you^ are by this timefconnnced^ 
•fyoor guilt and ceq(kmiiation^ and of your own ina^ 
' hility to recoTcr yourfelf^ Let meneverthelefs urge ^ 
jpouy to feel that convi^ion yet more deeply, and tO' 
imprefsit with yet greater weight upon your foul: that- 
fon have uttdoae yo«rM^ and thsM^ift'^uffelf i» ndt^^ 
yMr belpfeviMt (d)v^ Be^nrfbaded therefore, expiefsly,^ 
ati^ fotenroly^ and fiRCefdy> to- gbre lip^ aH fitlf^-d^pen*> 
dence •* which, if you dx> not goard agalnft it, wil( be 
leadf to return fecretly, before it is obferved, and wilh 
kad you to attempt building up what you have juft been « 
dtftroying. 

^. 4» &rail«red,^hat if everyou are&ved, you^nuft^ 
aftribe that £ed«atiaa entirely to the free grace of God» • 
^I^ gttfkyt and miferablibiae^ yen are, you are hot only ac- - 
ceptec^ but cniwned, yoo' muft laydo^nRn^ofur crown- 
with all humble acla^videdgRientbeibrc the throiiie(e). 
No flefli muft ^oiy in his prefence •, but he^ that glori- 
cth, muft.'glory m the Lord: for of him are we in' 
^hs'ift Jefiis, whO' of Gtod is^raSidc untauiwifdomi and 
rigfateoufttefe, and fandifTcation, and redem^ipn (f).<'-- 
And you muft be fenfible, ycm ar^ in^ fuch a ftate^ a9j>, 
bavingnonroftfaeie in y<>urfeif,to need thet^ inanothetv • 
You muft therefore be fenfibi^,.tlvat you arc ignorant - 
and guilty^ polluted andinflaved j jor, as our Lord eitw 
prclfes it, wirii regarditafemewte were urtder a chrif- - 
tian profeffion, that as a fin net yoa are wretched, and 
mifprable, and poor, and blind, ahd naked (g).. \ 

J; 5. If thefe vews be deeply imprcildd, upon yoiifu- 
mind, you will be prepared; to receive what I am now 



(c) AAs XX. %u [dj Hofca xiH 9.' (t) Rev. iv^ii^r- 
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Chap, pw and Chrift alone to be fought U0 2t 

to fay. Hear therefore in a few words your duty, your 
remedy,, and your fafcty ; which confifts in this, « That 
•* you muft apply to Chrift, with a deep abhorrence of 
** your former fins^. and a firm refolution of forfaking 
•^ them; forming that refolution in the ftrengthof hi^ 
** grace, and fixing your dependance on him for yoUr 
** acceptance with God, even while you are purpoGng 
♦* to do your very best, and when you have aSually 
^ done the best you ever will do in confequence o£ 
<« that purpofe." 

§. 6. The first and mo^t important advice that I ca» 
ive you in prefent circumstances, is, that you look to 
'hrist and appiy jourfelf to him. And here, fay not 
in your heart, Who fhall afcend into heaven to bring hinir 
down to me (h) ? Or who fliall raife me up thither ta 
prefent me before him ? The blefled Jefiw, by whom ali 
things confist (i), by whom the whole fy^tem of them is 
fupported, " forgotten as he is by most that bear hi» 
«* name, is not far from any of us(lc): nor could he have 
proi^ifed to have been,.where-ever two or three are met 
togetherinhis name(^l)i but in confequence of thofe truly 
divine perfections by which he is every where prefent* 
Would you therefor^, O fmner, defireto be faved? Ga 
to the Saviour. Would you defire to be delivered ? Look 
to that deliverer: and tW you fliould be fo overwhelm- 
ed with guilt,.and fhame,. and fear, and horror, thatyou 
ihould be incapable of fpeaking to him, fall down in this 
fpeechlefs confufion at his feetv and behold him, as the 
Lamb of God, that taketh away the fin of the world (m.} 

J. 7» BeUold him therefore with an attentive eye, and 
fay, Whether tlie fight does not touch, and even n^it thy 
very heart ? Dost thou not feel what a* foolifli, and ' 
what a wretched creature thou hast been; that for 
the fake of fuch low and fordid gratifications and in« 
tereft»> as thofe which thou haft been purfuing, thou 
ihouldft .thus kill the Prince of Life (n) ? Behold therdeep 

wounds^' 

fh] Rom. X. 6. (i) Cofi 1. tp (k; Afts »vi|; 17, 
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i% ' ^ - JSiterjJlfi mttfi hefirfaken^ Chap. j>8 

WDund^i vlvbii^Iihef bore^or thee. Iiook on him ^hom- 
thou hift picrecd, and farely thou muft raomrn (o), un*- 
Icfe tWnc iieart be hardened intb ftone. Tfhich of thy 
pad fiiw carift thoir refleft upon, and fay, '•For this^ 
•« it was worth my while, thvtef to have injured my- 
« Saviour, wid to hare cxpofed fhe'Son of Giod to fucn 
<* fuffbrings I** And what future temptations can a- 
« rife fc confidtr3lble,*that thou (houJdft fay, "For the 
<» fsike of ibis, I will crurffjr^ my Lord again (p) i^ 
Sinner, thou muft repent, thou muft repent of cveryfinj' 
and murft forfabeit: But if thou doft it '^o any pur- 
Bofc, I wcH know it muft be at the foot of the crofs. 
Tfaoa^mttft fiicrifice crery luft, even the deareft 5 tho' 
k fliould be itke a right lund,, or alight eye (qj: aind- 
riierefere^ that ihotf mayeft, if poi&ble, be animated- 
fo it^ I have led thee to that altar, on which Chrift 
kimfel£ wa^facrificed for thee, as an oSering of a fweer 
faielling fatour (r). llioumuft yield up thyfdfio God^. 
al^ one alive from the dead (s)': And therefore I have 
fcewrd thee at what a price he purchafed thee; for 
tkou waft not redeemed with corruptible things, as fiU* 
ttr and gold, but- wiiK the precious Wood of the Soii^ 
^f God, that Lamb without biemiftwind without ^ot (t)^ 
And now I- would aft thee, as bcfotc the Lord, What' 
does thine own heart fay to it ?• Art thou grieved fojr 
thy former ofences? Art thou willing to forfafcc thr 
fins ! Art thou willing to become the chearful, thankful 
fcnrant of him, virhaliath' putchafed thee with his owa ^ 
Blood. 

f 8. r will fuppofe fuch apurpofe as this^iilngin 
^ftine heart. How determinate it is, and how efFed^ual 
kmay be, I knownot: What diflPerent views may rife 
hereafber, or how foon the prcftnt fenfe may Wear offl- 
.But thisi aflSrcdly know, that thou wilt never fee rca- 
.ibn to change thcfc views j for however thou nsaypft aU 
ter^the Lord Jefus Chrift is the fame yefterday, to day, 
mndfbr ever (u). Anddiereafons, that nowrecommertd 

repentance,^ 

[•J Zcch. xii. xo. (pj Hcb. VI. 6. (q^ Mat. v. aj- 30/ 
h] £ph. v, 1. (») xiin. Ti. 13. (ij i Pet. i. xt 19* 
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fipentance and faiths as fit and nr ccfltryi will icon- 
tinttc inTariable» as long as the pcrfe^ionsof the Uefied 
Cod arp the fame^ and a$ long as.hiiB Son continue the 

Viwc. 
^ 9. But whiIe.youMve.the£e^iew8 and thefe pur* 
L fipfes» I-muft remind youj that this is not all which 
' as necefl^ry to ypur XalTation, Tola muSi not only pur* 
, fofe» biity as God gives opportunUy^ ypu. mud afk^ as 
. tl^oiie who are convinced of the ^il of Gn, and of the ne^ 
I xcflity and excellency of holinefs. And that you may 
' he enabled to do fo in other inftances, you muft^in thei 
firft phce, and as the firft gre?t work of God^ (as our 
Lord nio^lelf catUs i^ believe xm "faiav vi^hom God bath 
i &nt (x): y(>9 nvuft confide in him) << muft commit 
<* ypuft foul into the hands of Chrifts to be faved by 
** him in his own appointed method' of ialvation^'' This 
i| thegreat adlof favingfaith; andlpr^y God that you 
. may. eacpprimcntaHy"^ know what it^meajis j fo as to be 
iible to fay, with the ApoillePaul, in- the near views of 
^eath^itfelf, I know wMm I havebelievedi and-anv pf:r- 
giaded that he is .able tokeepthatwhiclvl have commit- 
ted to. him until that da7.(y)i that great decifive day^ 
whichf if we are Cbridians, we have always in view. To^ 
ibis. I would urge you ; and Dh that I could be fo hap* 
.py* as to engage you to it, while lam iliuibrating it in thja 
and the following addcefles J be afiured, you mud not 
japplj yonrfdves immediately to God; abfoluitely or in 
himiklf confidered, in the negleA of a mediator. It 
-will neither be accej)table to him, nor fafe for you, tot 
Tufiiintohis prefcnce, without any regard to his owivfon, 
whom he hath appointed to introduce iinners to him. 
And if you come other wife, you come as one who is not 
a finner. The very manner ofprefentingtheaddrefswill 
be interpreted. as. a denial of that guilt, wiA which he^ 
knows you are chargeable: and therefore he wiji not ad* 
^ xnit you, nor fo much as look upon you*- And according*, 
ly, our Lord, knowjng.bow much every mauiiving-was 
concerned in this, fays in the molt univerfal terms j no 
n[jau cometh unto the father but by me (z). 

$. 10. Apply 
(i) John vi- 29. . (y) %, Tim. i. la. (z) John xiv. 5. 
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J. 10. Apply therefore to thisglorioiis redeemer, ami- 
able (as he will appear to every believing eye) in the 
blood which he fhed upon the Crofs, and in the wounds 
which he received there. Go to him, O finner, this day, 
this moment, with all thy fins about thee. Go juft as 
thou art j for if thou wilt never apply to him till thou art 
firft righteous and holy, thou wilt never berighteous and 
holy at all; nor canft be fo on this fuppofition^ unlefs 
there were fome, way of being fo without him / and then 
there would be no occafion forapplying to him for right- 
eoufnefs and holinefs. It were indeed as if it fhould be 
faid, that a (ick man (hould defer his application to a 
phyfician, till his health is recovered. Let me therefore 
repeatit without offence, go |o him juft as thou art, and 
fay, (Oh that thou may'ft this moment be enabled to fay 
h from thy very foul !) ^* Blefled Jefus, I am furely one 
oftbempftfinfnl, and one of the mod miferablecreatures, 
that €ver fellproftrate before thee: neverthelefs I come, 
becaufe I have heard that thou didft once fay, come un- 
to me all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you reft (a). I come, becaufe I have heard, thou 
didft gracioufly fay, him thatcometh unto me, I will in 
do wi% caftout (b). O thou prinee of peace, O thou king 
of glory, I am a condemned miferable (iiiner. I have 
ruined my own foul, and am condemned for ever, if then 
doftnothelp me, and fave me. I havebrojcen thy father's' 
law, and thine, for thou art one with him (c). I have * 
deferved condemnation and wrath ; and I am, c^enat this, 
moment, under a fentence of everlasting destruAion : a 
destruflion, which will be aggravated by all the con- 
tempt which Ihave cast upon tnee, O thou bleedinglamb 
of God ; for I cannot, and will notdiflemble it before 
thee, that I have wronged thee, most bafely and ungrate- 
fully wronged the6, under the chara£terof a Saviour, as 
well as of a Lord. But now, I am willing to fubmit to 
thee \ and I have brought my poor trembling foul, to 
lodge it in thine hands, if thou wilt condefcend to receive 
it % and if thou dost not, it must perifh. O Lord, I lie at 

thy 
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Chap. 9. Tie Ufe mufi he aifwerahh ta it, 8} 

thy fe^ : ftretcfa out thy golden fceptrc that I may lt?e 
(d) ! jtZj H it pleafe the king, let the life of my foul be 
given nie at my petition (e) ! I have no treafure^ where*- 
withto purchafe it : I have no equivalent to give thee for 
it : but if that compaffionate heart of thine can find « 
pkafare in fairing one of the moil diftrefled creatures un« 
der heaven, that pleafure thou maycfe here find, O Lord, 
Ihavefoolifhly attempted to be mine own faviour: but 
it will not do. I am fenfible the attempt is vain ; and 
therefore I give it over, and look unto thee. On thee, 
blefl«d Jefusi who art fure and (ledfail;, do I defire to fix 
my anchor. On thee as the only fure foundation, would 
I boiid my eternal hopes. To thy teaching, O thou un« 
erring prophet of the Lord, would I fubmit : Be thy doct- 
rines ever fe myfteriou^ it is enough for me, that thou, 
thyfelf haft faid it. To thine atonement, obedience, and 
Interceflion, O thou holy and ever acceptable highhpricft, 
would I truft. And to thy government, O thou exalted 
fovereign, would I yield a willing, delightful fulne^lion: 
In token of reverence and love, I kifs the Son (n; I kih 
the ground before his feet. I admit thee, O my Saviour, 
and welcome thee with unutterable joy, to the throne 
in my heart-. Afcend it, and \eign there for ever ! • 
fubdue mine enemies, O l4ord, for they are thine ; an4 
tnake me thy faithful and zealous lervant 1 faithful to 
death, and zealous to eternity i 

§. I'l. Such as this muft be the language of your very 
lieart before the Lord. But then remember, that in con- 
fequence hereof it muft be the language of your life too« 
The unmeaning words of the-lips would be a vaia 
mockerv. Themoft afieAionate tranfport of the pa&- 
fiohs, mould it be tranfient and ineffeflual would be 
like a blaze of ftraw, prefented inftead of incenfe at 
his altar.- With fuch humility, with fuch love, with fuch 
cordial felf-dedication and fubmifiion of foQl,muft thou 
' often proftrate thyfislf in the prefence of Chrift : and 
then thou mud go away, and kjpn him in thy view $ 
mud goaway, and live unto Godroro' him, denying un- 
H ^ g^linefs 

XijEftb.iv.xx. IcJ Efth. \lu3. ^ (i) Pful. U. iv 
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66 This if the only way rfSafvatiofU Chap.^ g% 

godlinefs and worldljr lufis, and behaving thyfelf right- 
coufly, and godly, in this vain cnfnaring WQrld(g). Ypa 
muft make it your care, to (hew your love by obedi« 
cncc 5 by forming yourfelf as much as polEble, accord- 
ing'to the temper and manner of Jefus, in whom you 
believe. You muft make it the great point of your ambi- 
tion, (and a nobler view you cannot entertain,) to be a 
living image of Chrift ; that fofar as circumftances will 
alk)w, even thofe who have heard and read but little of 
him, may, by obferving you, in fome meafure fee and 
know what kind of life that of the bleflcd Jefus was. 
And this muft be your conftant care, your prevailing 
character, as long as you live. You muft follow him j 
whitherfoevcr he leads you j muft follow, with a crofs 
on your (houlder, when he commands you to take it up 
(h) ; and fo muft be faithfuj unto death, cxpeding the 
crown of life(i). 

$. 1 2. This, fo far as I have been able to learn from 
the word of God, is the way to fafety and glory : 
the fureft, the only wdy you can take. /Tis the way* 
which every faithful minifter, of Chrift has trod, and 
is treading J and the way, to which, as he tenders the 
falvation of his own foul, he muft diredl others. We 
cannot, we would not alter it, in favour of ourfdvcs, 
or of our de^reft friends. It is ftie way, in which a- 
lone, fo far as we can judge, it becomes the blefted 
Qod to fave his apoftate creatures. And therefore, 
reader I befeech and intreat you, ferioufly to conGder 
it s and let your own confcience anfwer, as in the pre- 
fencc of God, whether you are willing to acquicfce in 
it, ornot^ But know that to rejeft it is thine eternal 
death. For as there is no other name under heaven 
given among men whereby we can be faved (k), but this 
pf Jefus of Nasareth, fo there is no other method but 
this, in which Jefus himfelf will iave usr 

<^ The. 

(g^Tit.ii. la. [h] Matt. xti. 24. (;} Rev. ai. 10. pcj Aft» iv. w 
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The Sinneir DeliberatinC on the'' expediency of fat" 
ling in with this method of Salvation^ 

" iT^ONSIDER, O my foul, what anfwcr wilt tHow 
\^ return to fuch prqpofals^as thefe ! furcljr, if I 
were to fpeak the firft diflate of this corrupt and degei 
nerate heart, it would be, this is a hard faying, and 
who can bearit(I) ! to be thus humbled, thus mortifi- 
ed, thus fubje£led! to take fuch a yoke upon me, 
and to carry it as long I live ! to give up every darlirig ' 
lull, tho' dear to me as a right eye, and fes?mingly ne-r 
ceflary as a right hand ! to fubmit, not only my life, 
, but my heart, to the command and dffcipline of an- 
other ! to have a mafter there, and fuch a mafter, as 
will controul many of its favourite afFeftions, anddireOf 
them quite into another channel ! a mafter, who him- 
felf reprefents his commands, by taking up the crbft 
and following him ! to adhere to the ftriitcft rules of 
godlinefs and fobriety, of righteoufnefs and truth 5 not 
departing from them, in any allowed inftance, great or 
fmall upon any temptat'on, for any advantage, to 
efcape any inconvenience and evil, no, not even for the 
prcfcrvation of life itfelf ; but, upon a proper call "of 
providence, to aft as if I hated even my own life(m) ! 
Lord, it is hard to flefti and blood ! and yet I perceive 
and feel, there is one demand yet harder than this. 

" With all thefe precautions, with all theft mortifi- 
cations, the pride of my nature would find fome inward 
refource of pleafure, might I but fecretly think that I had 
been my own faviour \ that my own wifdom, and my 
own refolution, had broken the bands and chaJns of the 
enemy; and that I had drawn out of my own treafures, the 
price with which my redemption was purchaftd. But 
muft I lie down before another as guilty and condemned, 
as weak and hclplefs ? and muft the obligation be multi- 
plied, and muft ^ mediator have his fhare too ? Muft I 
be ftripped of every pleafing pretence to righteoufnefs, 
andftand in thisrefpeft upon a level with the vileft of 
H 2 men ? 

(1) John vi. 60, (m) Lukexiv. a6. 
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men ? Stand at the bar amoagft the greateft criminals^ 
pleading gmlty with them, znA feeking deliverance bf 
that very a£l of grace> whereby they have obtained it f 
"I dare not deliberately fay»thi« method is urvreafon- 
sble. My confcience teftifies, that I have finned and 
cannot be juftified before God, as smi innocent, and obe- 
dient creature. My confcience tells me, th;^t all thefe 
humbling circumftancesare fit:^That it is fit, aconvifted 
criminal (hould be brought upon his knees : That a cap- 
live rebel fhmiid give up the weapons of his rebelltoii 
and bow before hisfovereign^if he expe^ his life. Tea 
my reafon, as well as my confcience, tells me, that it is 
£t and nece^ry, that if I am faved at all, I fliould be 
laved from the power and love of fin, as v^ell as from the 
condemnation of it 5 and that if fovercign mercy gives me 
anew life, after having deferved eternal death, it is moft 
fit, I fhould yield myfelf to God, as alive from the dead 
(jn), But, Oh wretched man that I am, I feel a law in^ 
my. members, that warsagainft the law of my mind (0)1^ 
and oppoies the conviction of my realon and confcience* 
Who (hall deliver me from this bondage ? Who ihall 
make me willing to do that, which I k^w in my owa 
£diu1 to be mod expedient ? O Lord,, fubdue mv heart». 
and let it not be drawn fo llrongly one way, while the 
nobler powers of my miud would direfl it another! con- 
<|uer every licentious principle within, that it may be 
my joy to be fo wifely governed, and retrained ^ efpe- 
cially, fubdue my pride, that lordly corruption, which 
fo ill fuits an impoverifiied and a condemned creature ^ 
that thy way of falvation be made amiable to me, in 
proportion tq the degree in which it is humbling! I 
feel a difpofitiqn to linger in Sodom, but Oh be merciful 
to me, and pull me out of it(p), before the dorm of 
thy flaming vengeance fall, and there be no more efcap- 
ing!*' 

CHAP. 

(n) Rom. VI. 13. (o) Rom. vii. 23. 54- (p) Gen. xix x6* 
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Chap. zOk^ CmvUiionsfrequently wearoff. Sp 

C H A P. X 



The Sinner ferioufly urged and intreated to accept of 
Salvation in this Way. 



Since many who have been tmprejfed wth thep things fuffer 
the hnprejjion to wear off in vatn^ J. i. Strongly as the 
cafe /peaks for itfelfyjinners are to be intreated to accept this 
fahation. §. 2- Accordingly the reader is intreated^ (i.)' 
By the Majefiy and mercy of God: J. 3. (2.) J9j> /A^ 
dying love of our Lord Jefus Chrifl : ^» 4. ('}.) By the 
regard due to fellow-creatures : J. 5. (4.) JJy the worth 
of his own immortal foul, J. 6. %he matter is folemnly 
left with the reader y^as before God. }. 7, ^itheflnner 

/ielding to thefe intreaties^ and declaring his acceptance of 
alvation by ChriJ^. 

% I. 'TPHUS far have loften known conviftions and' 
JL impreffions to arife, (if I might judge by the 
ffrongeft appearances,)! which after all have worn oft' 
again^ Some unhappy circumftance of external temp- 
tation, ever joined by the inward reluft^nce of an un- 
lanftified heart to this holy and humbling fcheme of re- 
demption, has been the ruin of multitudes. And thro* 
the deceitfalnefs of fin, they have been hardened (a), till 
they feera to have been utterly deftroycd, and that with- 
out remedy (b)l And therefore O thou immortal crea- 
ture, who art now reading thefe lines, I befecch thee, 
that while affiurs are in this critical fituation, while there- 
are thefe balancings of mind, bctweeiv accepting and re- 
jeftihg that glorious gofpel, which, in the integrity of 
my heart, I have now been laying before you, you would 
cnce more give me an attentive audience, while I plead 
in God's behalf, (ihall I fay-) or rather in your own :* 
While as an embaflador from Chrift, and as though God^ 
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did befeech you by me/I pray you in Chrift^s (lead, that 
you would be reconciled to God (c)-, and would notaf* 
ter thefe awakenings and thefe enquiries, by a madnefs 
which it will furcly be the doleful bufinefe of a mifcrable 
eternity to lamenti rejeA this compafljonate council of 
God towards you. 

$. 2. One would indeed imagine, there (hould be no 
need of importunity here. One would conclude, that as 
foon as perifhing finners aretold, that an ofibnded God is 
ready to be reconciled ; that he offers them a full pardon 
for all their aggravated (ins ; yea, that he is willing to 
adopt them into his family now, that he may at length, 
admit them to his heavenly prefence ; all (hould with the 
utmoft readinefs and pleafure embrace fo kind a meffi^e> 
and fall .at hisieet in fpeechlefs tranfports of aftonimr 
mefil, gratitude, and joy. But alas, we find it much o« 
therwife. We fee multitudes ^uite unmoved, and the 
impreflions which are made on many more, are feeble 
and tranfient. Left it (hould be thtis With you, O rea^ 
der, let me urge the meflage with which I have the ho« 
xiour to be charged : let me intreat'you to be reconciled 
to God, and to accept of pardon and falv^tion in the 
way in which it is fo freely offered to you. 

J. 3. I intreat you, ** by the majefly of that God, ii» 
whofe name I come ; '^ whofe voice fills all heaven witb 
reverence and obedience. He fpeaks not tn vain to le-^ 
gions of angels \ but if there could be any contention a«- 
mong thofe ble(red fpirits, it would be, who fiiould be- 
firft to execute his commands. O let him not (peak ifi^ 
vain to a wretched mortal I I intreat you, *♦ by the ter- 
rors of his wrath,** who could fpeak to you in thunder y 
who could by one fingle z(X of his will, cut off this pre* 
carious life 01 yours, and fend you down to hell* I be^ 
feech you " by his mercies, by his tender mercies j'' by; 
the bowels of biscompaflion, which dill yearn Over you ^ 
as thofe of a parent over a dear fon, over a tender child^ 
whom notwithftandinghis former ungrateful rebellions^ 
he came&Iy remembers ilill (d) I befeech and intreat 

(c) Cor. V. ao. fdl Jct.m^^eoa^le 



Chaip. TO. % the bvi&fa dying Redeemer* ^x 

youy ^< by all this paternal goodnefs/' that you do not 
(as it were) compel him to lofe the charaAerof the gen« 
tie parent, in that of the righteous j udge ; fo that (as he 
threatens with regard to thofe whom he ha thjuft called 
his Tons and his daughters \) a lire ihall be kindled in his 
anger, which fhould burn into th&lowefthell (e). 

\ 4. 1 befeech you farther, << by the name and love of 
our dying Saviour/' I befeech you, by all the condefcen- 
fion of his incarnation ; by that poverty to which he vo» 
luntarily fubmitted, that you might be inriohed with e* 
ternal treafures [Vs \ by all the gracious invitations which 
he gave, which ftill found in his word, and ftill coming 
(as it were) warm from his heart, are fwaeter than ho* 
ney or the honey-comb (g). I bofeech you, by all his 

J;lorious works of power and of wonder, which wereal- . 
b work« of love. I befeech you, by the memory of the 
moil benevolent perfon, and the mod generous friend. 
I befeech you by the memory of what he fuffered, aa 
TPell as of what he faid and did ; by the agony ^hich he 
endured in the garden, when his body was covered with 
a dew of blood (h). I befeech you, by all that tender di£* 
trefs which'he felt, when his deareft friends forfook him 
and fled (t)> and his blood-thirdy enemies dragged him 
away, like the meaneft of flaves, and like the vi^eft off? 
criminate. I befeech you, by the blows and bruifes, by 
the ftripes and lafiies, which this injured fovereign endur* 
ed while in their rebellious hands \ by the fhamcand fpit«- 
ttng, from which he hid not that kind and venerable coun- 
tenance (k)^ I befeech you, by the purple robe, the 
fceptre of reed, and the crown of thorns which this king. 
o£ glory wore, that he might fet us among the princes of 
heaven (1). 1 befeech you, by the heavy burden of the 
crofs, under which he panted, and toiled, and fainted, in 
the painful way of Golgodia (m), that he might fttt us 
from the burden of our fins. Ibefeech you, by the re- 
nembrance of thofe r^idenails, that tore the veins and ar- 
teries* 

re] Ddit. axii. 19. vjt. ({) % Cor. viii* ^. fej Pfal. xix. 10, 
Hij Luke xxii. 44. [ij Matt, xxvi, ^6. {Ij ffiiia. 1. 6. {I J 
t^i^kcxiu, S. [m] John six. 17* 
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teries, the nerves and tendons of his facred hands and 
feet ; end by that invincible^ that triumphant goodnefs^ 
which| while the iron pierced his fleih^ engaged him to 
cry out, Father, forgive them, for th»ey know not Vrhat 
they do. (h). I befeech you, by that unutterable anguifh 
, which he bore, when lifted up upon the crofs, and ex-^, 
tended ^here as on a rack, for fix painful hours, that yoa 
open your heartstothofeattraAiveinfluences which have 
drawn to him thoufands and ten thoufands (o). I be-^ 
feech you, by all that infult and deriGon, which the 
Lord ofglorvbore there (p); by that parcliing third' 
which could hardly obtain the relief of vinegar (q) : by 
that doleful cry, (b aflonifliitigin the mouth of the only: 
begotten of the father, my God, my God, why haft thou 
^ forfaken me, (r) ? I befeech you, by that grace that fub- 
4ued and pardoned a dying malefafior ($) \ by that com*- 
pallion for fihners, by that compaflion for you, which^ 
wrought in his heart, long as its vital ^notion continued, . 
and which ended not when he bowed his head, faying, , 
it is finifhed, and gave up the Ghoft (t). I befeech you- 
by the triumphs of that refurreSipnby which he was de- 
clared to be. the Son of God with power, by the fpirit o£- 
holinefs which wrought to accomplifh it (u) ; by that 
gracbus tendernefs which attempered all thofe triumphs,., 
when he faidto her out of whom he had caft feven devils,, 
concerning his difciples, who had treated him fo bafely,. 
go, tell my brethren,. I afcend unto my father and your, 
father, unto my God and your God (x), 1 befeech you,, 
by that condefcenfion, with which he faid to Thomas, . 
when his unbelief had made fuch an unreafonable de- 
mand, reach hither thy finger and behold my hands, and. 
reach hither thinchand and put it to my fide*, and be not^ 
faithlefs but believing (y). I befeech- you, by that gene-- 
rous and faithful care of his people, which he carried up 
with him to the regioqS;of glory, and which engaged him 
to fend down hislpirit,Jn that rich prof ufion ofmiracu-^ 
igus gifts, to fprcad thcprogrefs of bis faving word (?).- 

li 

rn] Luke xxii. 34i (o) John xii. 3a. (p) Matt. xxvii.ap/ 44. |q} 
John xix. a«, a^. (r) Matt; xxvii. 46. (s) Luke xxiii. 42, 43* (O 
John xix. 30. (u) R,om. i. 4. (x) John u. 17, (y) J.oha ja. af , . * 
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kfeech ymi» by that voice of ff mpatby and power^ with . 
which he faid toSaul, Mrhile injuring his cnorchi Saiil»« 
Saul, why perfecfiteft thou me (a) ? By that generons 
goodnefs, in^iich fpared that proftratr enemy, when he 
ky trembling at his feet, and ndfed him to fo high a dig- 
Bky, as to be not inferior to the veryehiefeft Apoftles 
(b). I befeech yon by the memory of til thatChrift hatfi 
already done, by the expeftation of all he will farther do 
fbiwhis people. I befeech yoti, at once, by the fccptre of 
his grace, and by the fword of his jtiftice, with which all 
his ineorrigibte enemies (hall be flatn before him (c),tbat 
you do not trifle away thefc precious moments, while 
his fpirit is thus breathing upon you ; that you do not 
lofe an opportunity which may never retifrn, and on 
the improrement of which your eternity depends. 

I. 5* I befeech you, ** by all the bowels of compaf- 
•< fion which youowe to the faithful minifters of Chriftj** 
who are ftudying and labouring, preaching and prat- 
ing, wearing out their time, exhaufting their ftrengtht 
aiid, very probably, fhortcning their Jiv6s for the fal- 
vstion of your foul^ and of fouls like yours. I be- 
feech you, by the atf*e£lbn with which all that love 
our Lord . Jefus Chrift in (incerity, long to fee you 
brought back to him. I befeech you, by the friendfliip 
of the lilting, and by the memory of the dead ; by the 
mifl of thofe who have trifled away their days, and arc 
periibed in their fins, and by the happineis of thofe who 
have embraced the gofpel, and are favcd by it. 1 be- 
feech you, bv the great expeflation of that important 
day, when the Lord Jeftis (hall be revealed from hea- 
ven (d) ; by the terrors of a difiblving world (c)-, by the 
found of the Archangel's trumpet (f) ; and of that infi- 
nitely more awful fcntence, come ye blefled, and depart 
ye curfed, with which the grand folemnity fhall clofc(g). 

$. 6. I befeech you finally, <* by your own precious 
** and immortal foul 5" bythe fure profpeft of a dying 
bed^ or of afudden furprize into the invifible ftate ; and 

as 
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p4 :^/w/ ij the. worth of his own foul* Chap; lOu 

I 
as you would feel one fparklc of comfort in your depart- 
ing fpirit when your flefli and your heart are failing. -I 
befeech you, by your own perfonal appearance before the 
tribunal of Chrift| (for a perfonal appearance it muft 
be, even to them who now fit on thrones of their own ;) 
by all the tranfports of the blefledi and by all the ago- 
nies of the damned, the one or the other of which mu(t 
be your evcrlafting portion. I aiFcdlionately intreat and 
, befeech you, in the ftrength of all thefe unite4 confide- 
rations, as you will anfwer it to me, who maj^ in that 
day be fummoned to teflify agaipft you \ and, which 
is unfpeakably more, as you will anfwer it to your own 
confcience, as you will anfwer it to the eternal Judge \ 
that you difmifs not thefe thoughts, thefe meditations, 
and thefe cares, till you have brought matters to a hap- 
py iffue J till you have made a refolute choice of Chriflr, 
and his appointed way of^falvation, and tiU you have 
folemnly devoted yourfelf to Cod, in the bonds of aa 
evcrlafting covenant. 

§. 7. And thus I leave the matter before you, and be- 
fore the Lord. I have told you my errand; I have dif- 
charged my embafly. Stronger arguments I cannot ufe$ 
more endearing and more awful confiderations'I cannot 
fuggeft. Chufe therefore, whether you will go out (as ^ 
it were) clothed in fackloth, to caft yourfelf at the fecfe 
of him who now fends you thefe equitable and gracious 
terms of peace and pardon : Or, whether you will hold 
it out, till he appears fword in hand, to reckon with you 
for your treafons and your crimes, and for this neglefted 
embafly among the reft of them. Fain would I hope 
the beft; nor can I believe, that this labour of love fliall 
be fo unfuccefsful, that not one foul (hall be brought to 
the foot of Chrift, in cordial fubmiilion and humble 
faith. Take with you therefore words, and turn unto 
the Lord (h); and Oh that thofe who follow, might, 
in effect at leaft, be the genuine language of every one 
that reads them. 

(h)Hofeaziv. su 
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yZ^ SlU'ifls.'R yielding to ihefi Intreaties^ and declaring his 
Acceptance of Salvation by Christ. 

^ TVLESSED LORD, it is enough ! it is too much I 
fj furely there needs not this variety of arguments^ 
this importunity of perfuafion^ to court me to behappy^ 
to prevail upon me to accept of pardon, of life, of eter- 
nal glory. Compaffionate Saviour, my foul is fubdued ; 
fo that I truft, the language of thy ^rief is become that 
of my penitence, and I may fay, my heart is melted 
like wax in the midft of my bowels (i). 

**^'0 gracious Redeemer! I have already neglcfted , 
thee too long. I have too often injured thee \ have 
crucified thee afrefh by my guilt and impenitence, as 
if I had taken pleafure in putting Aiee to an ifptn 
ihame (k). But my heart now bows itfelf before thee, 
in humble unfeigned fubmiffion. I defire to make no 
terms with thee but thefe, — ;— that I may be entirely 
thine. I chearfuily prefent thee with a blank, intreat- 
ing thee, that thou wilt do me the honour to fignify 
upon it, what is thy pleafure. Teach me, O^Lord, what 
thou wouldft have me to do ! For I dcCre to learn the 
leffori, and to learn it that I may pra£life it. If it be 
mprc than my feeble powers can anfwcr, thou wilt, I 
hope, give me more ftrength ; and in that ftrength I 
'will ferve thee. Oh receive a foul, which thou haft 
wliling to be made thine ! , 

" No more, O blefled Jefus, no more is it neceflary 
to bbfeech and in treat me. Permit me rather to ad- 
drefs myfelf to thee, with all the importunity of a pc- 
Tifhing finner, that, at length, fees and knows there is 
falvation in no other (1)! Permit me now, Lord, tocome 
and throw myfelf at thy feet, like a helplefs outcaft, that 
hath no (belter but in thy generous compaflion ! like 
one purfued by the avenger of blood, and fceking ear- 
neftly into the city of refuge ^m) 
V « I wait for the Lord^ my foul doth wait) and in 

/ thy 
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thy ward do I hope (o), that thou^wilt receive me gra- 
cioufly^oy. My faulconfide8inthygoodneft,andadore8 
it. I adore the patience which has bom with me fo 
Iot)g; and the grai^e that now makes^ kit heartily will- 
ing to be thine ^ to be thine on thine own termS) thine 
on any terms. Oh fecure this treacherous heart to tby^^ 
felf i Oh unite mcto thee in fuch infeparable bondisy 
that none of the alluremet^s of fleih and blood, none of 
the vanities of an enfnaring world* none pf the felici- 
tations of finful cQitipaQionst may draw me back fro^k 
thee, and plunge me into new guilt and ruin I Be fure^ 
ty, OLord, for thy fervant, for good(p) ; that I niay ftill 
keep my bold on thee> and fo on eternal life} till at 
length I know more fully, by joyful and everlafting ex* 
pericnce, how complete a Saviour thou artf Amen 

£n] Plal, cxxx. 5* (o) Hof. xIt. a. (p) Pfal. cxix. ia»* 
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C H A P. XI. 

A foiemn Addrefs- tothofe who will not be perr«ade4 
to fall in with the <ie(igQ of the Gofpel. 

Univerfatfuccefs not to ie expeBed : ^ t.Tety as unwiU 
ling abjolutely to give up 'ariy% the author addrejfes. f i»J 
To ibo/e who dotAt of the truth o^ Chrifiianttyt urging 
ch enquiry into itf evidences ^ and direBing to pr<^ir me^ 

^ thods fir that purpo/e. J. 2. 4. (2. J 2i thofif who deter^ 

tnine to give it i(p without further examination , j, g.and 

pre fume to fei themfelves 4o ofipofe it. J. 6. ^3.^ ^0 thofe 

nvhofpec^uiatively ajfent to Chriflianity as true ^^nd jet wilt 

Jit down tmthout any praElicid regard to its muft impoT'^ 

tant and acknowledged truths. Such are difmijjed with a 

reprefentatibn of the ahfurdity of their <ondu3 »« their 

' own principles ; }♦ 7.-8. with a foiemn warnin^g of its 

Joul confequences \ J. 9. 10. and a combajftonate prayer 

{introduced J. 11.) which concludes Joe chapter^ and 

this pari of the work* 

-"j. !• T Wouid htimlily 1iope» that the preceding 
jj^chapters will be the means of a^n^eliing fomc 
ftupid and infenfible finh^rs; the means of convince 
ing them of their need oC gofpel-falvation, and of en- 
gaging fome Gordi^II; to accept it^ Yet I cannot flat« 
ter myfelf fo far» as to hope this ihould bc^the cafe 
v^ith regard to al), into whofe iiands this iook ihali 
come. What am I, alas, better than my Fatlvrs (a), or 
better than' my bretliren, who fiave in all ages been re- 
peating their complaints, with regard to multitudes* 
that they have ftretchcd out their, hands all daylong 
to a difobedient and gainfay ing people ^b).? Manyiuch 
may» perh^s, be found in the number of my readers t 
Many, oa> whom, neither confiderations of terror, nor 
I\/ , ' ^ .of 

^ <a} iXii^xix» 4. (b)Roin. I. ax. 
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y B Hi is once more called to confider^ Chap. 1 1 • 

of lorci will make any deep and lailing impreffion : Ma- 
ry, who as our Lord learnt by experience to exprefs 
it, when we pipe to them, will not dance, and when we- 
ipourn unto them will not lament (c). I can fay no more 
to perfuade them, if they make light of what I have 
already faid. Here therefore we mull part ; in this 
chapter I mud take leave of them \ and, Oh that I 
^ould do it ip fut4i a manner, as to fix at parting fome 
conviftion np.on^ tTieir hearts •, that though 1 fcem to 
leave them for a little while^ and fend tnem back to 
review agiarn the former chapters, as thofe in which 
^lone they liave any prefcnt concern, they might foon, 
ad it were, overtake me again, and find a fuitablenefs 
in the remaining part of this difcourfe, which at pre- 
fent they cannot polTibly find. Unhappy creatures! 
I quit you, asa phyfician quits a patient whom he loves, 
and is juft about to give over a^ incurable : H^ retuirhs 
again and agalrf, and reexamines thefeveral fymptoms, 
to obferve Svhether there be not fome one of them 
inore favourable than the reft, which may encouargc 
a renewed application. 

§. 3. So would I once more return to you- You dp 
not find in ypurfelf any difpoCiion to enib^ace the gof^ 
pd/ to apply yourfelf to Chrift, to give your|^lfupto 
the fcrvitedf Uod, and to make religion the*bufinefs 
cf youir Kfe.' But if I cannot pi'eVail upop you to do 
this, let me engage you, at leaft to anfwer me, 01: 
at leaft t6'utifwer'to your own confcience, " why yoa 
'^•wiH'not do it ?" IS it owing to anv fecret difbelief 
of the'great prfntiple? of religion ? IHt Be, the cafe is 
difi'ercnt' frcnt Vv'hat I have yet confidercd, and the cure 
liiiijt be difftr^nt.'' Tl^is is not a place to combat with 
fhc rcrup!eEof*iii(i(!eUly. ^^Ncverlhelefs I would fleCrc 
)ou fcrloufly 10 enquire, " how far thofe fcruples ex- 
•^^renxl" Do rhey affefi only fome particular doflrines 
of tlie gofpel, on which my argument hath turned % or 
jio iluy artVft the whoW cht^ftian revelation? Or do 
rKcy reach yet farther, and extend themfelves to natu* 

(c; Matt, xt 17, 
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Chap. ti. ^^kat irthe reafonofhis unbelief. ^g 

ral religion, as well as ^evealed,.fOf that it'fjiquld be a 
doubt with you, whether there b9,,aj)y.,(5oa, and pro- 
vidence,^ anq future ftate, or notJ..'Astlicfc cafes ar? 
all difFexent,' To it will be of grqat iJnportanpe ^to diftin- 
guifli the one from the other; that you may know, 
on what principles iobui|d as. certain, in thy exaipina- 
tioi> of thofc concerning which you are yet in doubt. 
But w;hatever thefe doubts are, 1 would. rather alk you 
« ftow long hav^'they continued, and what method 
«' haVe you taken to ^et them refolved J^ Do you i- 
miigine, that in matters ^f fuch mpment, it will, be an 
iallowabie cafe for you to trifle on, neglefting to en- 
quire into the evidence of thefe things, and then plead 
yout not being fatisfied in that evidence,, as an excufe 
lor not afting according to them? muft not the prin-, 
ciples of'cojifnion fenfc aflure you, that if thef^ things 
be true,' (as when you talk of doubting about them, 
you acknowledge it, at lead, poffible they niay,) they 
ar^ bf infinitely greater importance than auy of the af- 
fairs of life, whether ofbufinefs or pleafure, for the fake 
of which you negledl them ? Why then do yoti con-* 
4inue indolent and unconcerned, from week to week, 
and from month to month which probably confcience 
tell^ you is the cafe ? 

f. 3.'Do you alk, ** What method you fhould take 
5* to be refolved ?" It is no hard queftion. Open your 
.. eyes : Set yourfelf to think : Let confcience fpeak : and 
verily do I believe, that if it be not feared in. an un- 
common degree, you will find ftiroud forebodings of 
the certainty, both of natural and revealed religion, and 
of the abfolute neceflSty pf repentance , faith and holi- 
nefs, to a hfe of future felicity. . If you are a perfon 
cf any learning, you cannot but know, by what writers 
and in what treatifes, thefe great truths^ are defended. 
And if you are not, you may find, in almoft every 
town and neighbourhood, perfons capable of infbrming 
you in the mai» evidences of chriftiaiiity, and of an- 
Iweringfuch fcruples againft it as unlearned minds may 
have met with. Set yourfelf then, in the name of God^ 
immediately toconfider the matter. If you iludy at all, 

la r^ T , bend 
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»oa The go/^fcannot'ie'a forgery. . Chap^ 1 1 



bend your ftjodies clofc r&ia^wajr^c.aiid trifle not witfi^ 
mathemiticS) or p«etry» or hiftory* or law, or phyfic, 
( which are atl eomparatively as lij^t as a feather, ),whil« 
you negleft this^ Stoity thle argument, as ibr your Kfe ^ 
for mucb more than life depends on it. See how far 
you ure fiitisfied, and WiVy that fatisfaflien reaches na 
farther. Compare evidences on both fides* And above 
all, confider the de(^n and tendency of the New Tef^ 
tament.^ See to ^^'hat it wiM- lead you, and all themthat' 
cordially' obey it j and then fay whether it be not good^ 
And confides, how naturaUy ks truth is conn^Aed witb 
its goodnefs- Trace the eh^a2(er and fexHiments of it» 
autborSf. whofe living, ibiage (if I may be allowed the 
expreflion,) !» ftill preferved in theHr writings.. And 
then a(k your own heart, cati .you think this- was » 
forgery ? aa impious cruel forgery ?. tor fwch it muft 
have been,^ if it were a forgery at all j a (cheme to- 
mock God and ruin men, even the beft of men^ 
fuch as reverenced confcienee,. and would atlde all .ex-- 
tremitics for what they apprehended to be truth- PtM: 
the que&ioh to your own heart,. Can I in my confcj^ncc , 
believe it to be fucb an impodure ? Can 1 look lip lo- 
an omnifcient God,, and fay,. ^ 6 Lord, thou I^now* 
eft, that it is in reverence to thec,^ and in love to tru(b 
and virtue, thatlre|e<!i this book^ and the method to- 
happinefs here laid down -^ ^ - . 

. J. 4. But tlicre are difficulties in the way. '• — And 

what then ? Have thofc difficulties never been cleared ? 
Go to the living Advocates for chriftianity, to thofe of 
whofe abilities, candour, and piety, you have the beft o- 
pinion ; if your prejudices will give you leave to Tiaive a 
good opinion of any foch v tell them your difficulties t 
hear their folutions : weigh them feriouily, as thoifc wha 
'kno^)v they mull anfwer it to God : and while doubts qoii-^ 
tinue, follow the truth as far as it will lead you, and taVe 
heed that you do not imprifon it in unrighteoufnefa (d). 
Nothing appears more inconfiftfent and abfurd, than for 
a man tolcmnly to pretend difiatisf adl lpn in-tlie eviden- 
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Chap. lU The matSieJ/ cfjiki as dan io oppofe iu loi 

ce< of the gofpel, as a rcafon why he cannot in conArience 
.^be a thorough chriftian ; when yet at the fame time he 
vicdates the moft apparent diQates^of reafon and confer- 
ence) and lives in vice$ condemned even by the heathens. 
O firS) Gbriflr has judged concerning fuch, and judged' 
moft ri^iceoaiiy and moft wifely j they do evil, and 
therefore they hate the light, neither come l^ey to the 
light, Jeft their cleedslhoukl be made manifeft, and be 
leproved (e), Butthere is a light, that will make mani- 
feft and reprove their works, to which they ihall be 
compelled to comer and the painful fcrutiny of which, 
they (hall be forced to abide. - 

■ $• 5* In the mean time, if 70a are determined to*en- 
qaire no farther into the matter now, give me leave at 
leaft* from a fincere conoern, that ypu^may.not heap u*- 
pon your head more aggravated ruin, to intreat you, that 
ypa would be cautions howypu expofe youpfelf to yet 
greater danger, 4)y what you muft your felf own to be un* 
necefl&rv* J mean,, attempts to prevent others from be- 
lieving tnc troth of the go%el. - Leave ■ thcm> for God's * 
- £ike^ and for your own, in poSefiion of thofe pleafures» 
and thofe hopes, which nothing but chriftianky can give 
them; and a^-not, asif ypu were folicitous to add to the 
guilt of an infidel the tenfold damnation, which they,. 
who have been the perverters and deftroycrs of the fouls 
of ^thers,piuftexpeA^o meet, if that goipcl which they 
have fo adventurouflyroppofcd (hall prove, as it certainly - 
will, a ferious,and to them a dreadful truth. 

J. 6. If I cannot prevail here, but the prrdeof difplay* ^ 
ing a fuperiorityo/ under ftan ding (hould heap on fach a ' 
reader, even in oppofition to his own favourite maxims ' 
of the innocence of error,and the equality of all religi- 
ons confiftent with focial -virtue, to do his utmoft to 
trample down the gqfpel with contempt ; I would how- - 
ever ^difmifs him with one propofal, which I think the - 
importance of the affair may fully juftify. If you have " 
done with your examination into chri(lianity,and deter- * 
mine to live and condufl yourfelf a& if it were afibrcdly - , 
I 3 faUe^ 
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lOZ The dreadful cafi of the Deift. Chap. II. 

falfe, fit do^n theiii and make a memorandam of that 
determination. Write it down; <^ On fuch a day of fuch 
a year, I^deliberately refolvedy that I would live and die 
rejecting Chriftianity myfelf, and doing all I could to o* 
verthrow.it. This day I determined, not only to re- 
nounce all fubje£lion to, and expectation from, Jefus of 
Nas^areth; but^lfb to make it aferiouspart of the bud- 
nefs of myiife, to deftroy, as far as I poffibly can, all re- ^ 
gard to )limin the mindsof others, and to exert my moffc 
vigorous efforts, in the way of teafoning or of ridicule^ to 
(ink the credit of his religion, and if it be poi&ble to root . 
it out olF the world; in calm (leady defiance of that day, 
wlien ms followers fay, he (halKappear in fo much ma«- 
Jeity and terror toexecutethe vengeance threatnqd to his 
enemies.'' Dare you write this, and fign it ? I (irmly be- 
lieve, that many a man, who would be thought a Deiftt 
and endeavours to increafe the number, would not. And 
if you in particular dare not do it, whence does that 
fmall remaiflder of caution arife ? The caufe is plain. 
There is in your confcience fome fecret ^pprehen&on 
that this rejected, this oppofed, this derided gofpel, majr 
after all prove true. And if there be fuch an apprehen- 
fion, then let confcience do its office, and convifi you of 
the impious madne(s of ading, as if it were moil certain-^ 
ly and demonftrably falfe. Let it tell you at large, how. 
poffible it is that haply you may be found fighting againit 
Cod (f) : that, bold as you are in defying the terrors of 
the Lord, you may poflibly fall into hi^ hands ; may 
chance to near that defpifed fentence^ which when you. 
hear it from the mouth of the eternal judge, you will not 
be able to defpife : I will repeat it again^ in fpite of all 
your,fcprn^you may hear the king fay to you, depart ac» 
curfed into everlafting fire, prepared for the devil and 
bis angels (g). And now, go and pervert and burlefquc 
the fcnpture, go and lampoon the charad£ler of itsheroes^ 
and ridicule the fublime difcourfts of its prophetsand its. 
apoftles ^as fome have done, who have left little behind 
ihexn but the fhort lived monuments of their ignorance^. 

thcit 

rQ-^<^«V'38' (g) Matt. XXV. 4U^ 
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Cbap. II. An addrefs to the nom'mal chrifiian, 163 

their profancncfi*, and their malice. Go and f^t^adlikc 
them the banners of infidelity, and pride thyfelf in the 
number of credulous creatures lifted under them. But 
take heed, left the infuhed Galilean direft a fecret ar^ 
row to thine heart, and ftop thy licentious breath, be- 
fore it ha& finiihed the next fentence thou wouldft utter 
^gainft him. 

j. 7. I will turn myfelf from the deift or the fceptic, 
and direft my addrefs ro the nominal chriftian 5 if he 
may upon any terms be called a chrift-\an, who feels not, 
after all I have pleaded, a difpofition to fubjeft himfetf 
to the government and the grace of that Saviour, whofe 
name he bears. O finner^ thou art turning away from 
my Lord, in whofe caufe I fpeak \ but let me earneftly 
intreat thee ferioufly to ccnfider, why thou art turning 
away, and to whom thou wilt go from bim, ^hom thou 
acknowledg^ft to have the words of eternal life (h), Yott 
call yourfelf a chriftian, and yet will not by any means 
tc perfuadcd tofeek falvation in good earneft from and 
thro' Jefus Chrift, whom you. call your matter and Lord, 
How do you for a moment excufethis negligence to your 
awn cbnfcience ? If I had urged yon on any controvert- 
ed poin), it might have altered, the ca<e. If I had labour.^ 
cd hard to make you thedi&iple of any particular party 
of chriftansy your delay might have been more reafonabie: 
nay, peshaps^ your refufiiig to acquiefce might have been 
an a^ of apprehending duty to our common maftev. 
But is it matter of controverfy amongft chriftians, whe- 
ther there be a great, holy, and righteous God ; and 
whether fuch a Bekig, whom we agree to own, fhould be 
reverenced and loved, or negle£led and difhonoured ? Is 
it matterof controverfy, whether a (inner fliould deeply 
and ferioufly repent of his fins, or whether he fhould go 
en in them ? Is it a difputed point amosgft us, whether 
Jefus became incarnate, and died uponth? crofs, for the 
redemption of finners, or no ? And it it be not, can it be 
difputed by them who believe him to |»e the fon of God 
^aud ihe Saviour of meui whether a finner Ihould feek to 

him 

tMj«lmwr6a;^ ^ 

itizedb'y Google 



1 04 Thejinner bm hnn faithfully, ivarfnd Chap* lu 

liim, -or ncglc€k him ? Or whctheronewho profefles to* 
ht a chriftiaii) (hould depart from iniquity, orgivehim- 
{elf up to the praAice of it ? Are the precqsts of our 

Seat mailer written fo obfcurely in^is word, thatthere 
ould be room ferioufly to queUion, whether he req^iire 
H devout, hoiy^humble, fpirituar^watchful, ftlf-denytn^^ 
life, or whether he allow the contrary ? Has Chrift after 
all hts pretenfions of bringing life and immortality ta 
light, left it more uncertain than he found it} whether 
there be anv future date of happinefs and nufery, or fpr 
whom theie dates are rttptOvftXy intended f Is it a> 
laattcrof con trover fy, whether God will, or will not bring, 
•every work into judgment, with every fecret thing, whe-. 
Aer it be good, or whether it be evil (i)f or whether, ar 
the conclufion of that judgment^ the wtckedihall go a«- 
way in everlading puniihment, and the righteous into^ 
life eternal (k) ? You will not, I am fure, for very fliamc 
^etend any doubt about thefe. things, and yet call your*- 
fclf achriftian. Why. then will you nothe perftaaded tQ 
layvthem to heart, and to a^ as duty and intereft fo cvi*- 
dently require ? Oh linner, the caufe is too obviousr a* 
«aufe indeed quite unwordiy of being called a reafon- 
It is becaufe thou artblinded and befotted with thy. vani- 
ties andthy lulls. Itis becaufe thoahast fome peri(hin{|p„ 
trifle, which charms 4hy imagination and thy^.fen(cs, fo - 
that it is dearer to thee than God and Christ, tlum thjr' 
ownfouland itsfalvation. 'Tis ina word, becaufe thou « 
art still under the infloience of that carnal mind, which^^ 
whatever pious forms it may fonletimes admit and pre^p- 
tend, is^ enmity against God, and is not fubj^flto the lav ' 
^ Gk>d^ neither can be (1). And therefore, thou art" 
in the very cafe of thofe wretches^ concerning whook^ 
our Lord faid in the days of bis flefli, ye will not cqmc- 
tinto me that ye might have life (m), and therefore y^ . 
(hall die in your fins (n).^ 

{.. 8» In this cafe I fee notwhat itcan fignify, to-re-- 
sew thole exposiulatjons and address which I have* 
•made in. .the former 4;bapter6» As our ble&d redeemer- 

fayt ; 



% 
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Chap. 1 1- Tet is once more tcld tbi tarrihk end* 105 

fays, of thofc whorejcflcd I^isgofpcl* yehave both feen 
and hated, both me atid my father (o) ; fo may I truly hj 
with regard to you, Ihayc endeavoured to Ihew you in 
the plainell and cleareft words, both CSirift and ibt 
Father j I have urged the obligations you are under to 
toth; I have laid before you your guilt, and your (:on- 
demnation ; I have pointed out the only remedy; I have 
pointed out the rock, on ivhidi I have built my own eter- 
nal hope?, and the wayin which alone I expect falvatidn. 
I hiive recommended thofe things to you, which, if God 
gives tne ^n opportunity, I will with my dying breath 
carneflly and affe£lionatdy recommend to my own chil- 
dren, and to all the deareft friends that I have upon 
earth, who may then be near me \ efleeming it the high- 
eft token qf my friendfhip, tbcfurcft proof of my love tp 
theAif, ' And if believing thfe gofpel to be true, you rc- 
folve to rejeft it^I have nothing farther to fay,but that 
you muft abide by the confequcnce. Yet as Mofes, 
when he went out from the pre fence of Pharoh for the 
la(l>time, finding his jieart yet more hardened by all the 
judgments and deliverances with which he had formerly 
been exerciftd, denounced upon him God's paffing thro* 
the land in terror to fmite the firft-born with death, and 
warned him pf that great and lamentable cry which the 
■fwoid of the deftroying angel (hould raife throughout all 
bis realm (p)rSo will I, finner, now when I am quit- 
ting thee, fpeak tothee yetagain, whetherthou wilt h^ar, 
or whether thou wilt forbear (q), and denounce that much 
more terrible judgment, which the fword of divine ven- 
geance, already whetted and drawn, and bathed as it 
were in heaven, (r), is preparing againft thee 5 which 
^all end in a much more ilreadful cry, tho' tho|i wert 
greater and more obftinate than that haughty^Monarch. 
Yes, finner, that I may, with the apoftle Paul, when 
turning to others v/ho arc cncreliketo hear me,fhake my 
raiment, and fay, I am pure from your blood (s) j J will 
once more tell wh^t the end of thefe things will be And 
Oh, that I could Ipeaktopixrpofe! Oh that I could thun- 
' ^ * ^ ' de'r 

{o) John XV. 04. (p) Exod. xi, 4, 6. 4<i) JCzek. iu 7. 
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io6 The^nntthas been faithfully watfted* Chap. It* 

dcfixi thini? ear fudi apea^ of tejrror, a9 migl^t awaken 
ihci, and be too loud to Be drowned in all tne DOi£e of 
carnal mirth, or tobedeadaed bjrthofe dangerous, opi- 
atcs.with which thou art contriving to (lupify confcience. 
$. 9. Seek what amufements and entertaimnqntstboa 
wilt, O (inner, I tell thee, if thou wert equal in digni- 
ty,, and power, and magnificence, to th^ great monarch 
of Babylon, thy pomp (hall be brought down to the 
grave, and all the found of thy viols ^ the worti^, (hall 
DC fpread und^r thee, and the worm fliall cover thee(t), 
yen, fmner, the end of thefe things is death (u); death 
in its moft terrible fenfe to thee, if* this continue thy 

fpverning temper. Thou canft not avoid it ; and, if it 
e poffible for any thing that I can fay to prevent, thou 
(halt not forget it. Your ftrength is not the ftrength 
of flones, nor is your fleih of brafs(x). You are ac- 
ceflible to difeafes as well as others; and if fome fudden 
accident do not prevent it, we fhall foon fee, how he- 
roically you will behave yourfelf on ^ dying bed, and 
in the near views of eternity. You, that no\y defpife 
Chrift, and trifle with his gofpel, we fliall fee you 
,droop and languifh ; fliall fee all your relifli for your 
carnal recreation, and your vain companions lolt.-— 
And if perhaps one and another of them bolt in upon you, 
and is brutifh and defperatc enough to attempt to en- 
tertain a dying man with a gay ftory, or a profane jeft, 
we Ihall fee how you will relifti it. We (hall fee, what 
comfort you will have in reflefling on what is pafl: 
or what hope in looking forward to what is to come» 
Perhaps trembling and aftoniihed, you will then be 
enquiring in a wild kind of confternation, what you 
ftiould do to be faved; calling for the minifters of 
Chrift, whom you now defpife for the earneftnefswith 
which they would lab6ur to fave your foul ; and it may 
be^ falling into a delirium, or dying convulfions, be- 
fore they can come. Or perhaps we may fee you, flat- 
tering yourfelf, thro' a long lingering illnefs, that you 
iliall illU recover, and putting odTany ferious refledlioa 
/ 1 \ '/ and 

(£) IfaKiiT.ii, (u) Rom.Yi.ai. <|^ "J^. vi. x». 
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Chap. II. His cafe will h dreadful at death* icj ^ 

and converfation, for fear it flxoold pvcrfc^ your, fpirits. 
An4 the cruel kindnefs of frleiids and phyiicians, as if 
they were in league with Satan to make the dellru£lion 
x)f your foul as fure as poflible,' may perhaps abet this' 
fatal deceit. ' 

j. ID. And if any of thefc probable cafes happen, 
that is, m fhort, tmlefs a miracle of grace fnatch you 
as a brand out of the burning, when the flames have as 
It were already taken hold of you ; all thefe gloomy 
circumftances, which pafs in the chambers of illnefs. 
and the beds of death, are but the forerunners of in- , 
finitely more dreadful things. Oh, w]io can defcribc 
them ! whocari ihnagine them ! when furviving friends 
are tenderly mourning over the breathlefs corpfe, and 
taking a^fond farewel of it before it is laid to confume 
away in the dark and filent graVe, into what hpds, 
Conner," will thy foul be fallen ! What fcenes will 
open upon thy fepar ate fpirit, even before thy deferted 
flcfti be Coldi or thy fightlefs eyes are clofcd ! It fliall 
theiiKnow, what it is to return to God, to be rejeft- 
ed by him, as having rejcfted his gofpel aqd Son, and^ 
defpifed the only treaty of recortciliation ; and that,fuch 
a one, fo amazingly condcfcendirtg and gracious. Thou 
{halt know, what it is to be difbwned by Chrift, Whom 
thou haft refufed to entertain ; and what it is, as the 
certain and immediate confequehce of that, to be left' 
in the hands of the malignfant fpirits of heil. There 
iwtrill be no more friendfhip then : None to (iomfort,'nonc 
to alleviate thy agowy and ^iflrefs^. But, on the contrary,^ 
all around thee labouring to aggravate and increafe them. 
Thou Ihalt.p'Sfs away the intermediate years of the fe- 
par,ate ftate, in dreadful expectation, and bitter out-^ 
cVies of horror and remorfe. And then, thou (halt hear 
the trumpet of the Archangel^* in whatever cavern of 
that gloomy world thou art lodged. Its found (hall pe- 
netrate thyprifon, where, doleful and horrible as it is, 
thou ftialt nevcrthelefs wifli, that thou mighteft ftill be 
allowed to hidq thy guilty head, rather than (hew it bc« 
f0re the face of that awful judge, before^^hom heaven 

and 
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and earth arc flyipg away(y).<But thou mud come forth^ 
and be reunited to a body, now formed tor ever to 
endure agonieS} which in this mortal Itaie would have 
' diflblved it in a moment. Tou would not be perfuad« 
ed to come to Chrift before : You would (lupidly ne- 
glcft him, in fplght of reafoji, in fpight of confciencc, 
in fpight of ail the tendered; folicitations of the gofpel, 
and the repeated admonitions of its mod fa^hful mi«» 
niftcrs. But now, finiier, you fliall havt an int^irview 
withhim x. if that may be called an interview^ in which 
yo^ will not dare to lift up your head to view the face 
of your tremendous and inexorable judge. There at 
leait, how diftant focver the tiipe of our, life and the 
place of our abode may have been, there (hall we fee 
h6# courageouflyyour hearts will endure,andhowftrong 
your hands will be. when the Lord ddth tbi8(z ). Thet^ 
{hall I fee thee, O reader, whoever thou art that goeft 
on in thine impenitency, among thoufands and ten ihou- 
fands of defpairing wretches, trembling and confounded. 
There fhalll h6ar thy cri^s among the reft^ rending the 
very heavens iri vain. The Judge will rile* from his 
tribunal with majedic compofure, and leave the^e to be 
hurried down to tnofe cvcrlading burnings, to vvhich 
his righteous vengeance hath doomed thee, becaufe thou 
wouldd not Jbe (aved from them. Hell fliall diut its 
rhouth upon thee for ever, and the fad echo bf thy 
groans and outcries fliall be lod amidd . the hallelujahs 
of heaven, to all that find mesicy of the Lord \t\ that day, 
^ j. II. This will mod afluredly be the end of thefe 
things: ^nd thpu, as a chridian profefftsd tp know^ 
and to believe it. It moves my heart at lead, if it 
moves not thine. I firmly believe,^ that etery onei who^ 
himfelf obtains falvatidn anil glory, will bear fo much, 
of our Saviour's image in wifdom and gpodnefs, in zeal 
for God, and a deady regard to the happinefs of the 
li^hole creatioji) that he will behold this fad fcene with 
calm approbationf and without any painful commotion 
of mindU But as yet I am fleft and blood \ and there- - 

fore 
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fqrc my bowels are troubled* and mine ejres often o 
flow with^gri^f, to thinkj'rtiat wretched iinners will I 
ho more compasflibn upon their own fouls 4 to th 
that in ipight'of all admonition they will dbdina 
run upon final, everlafting ^dedruftion. It will fig 
nothing' here to add a prayer, or a meditation, for j 
jife, poor creature! ypu will not meditattj you 
not pray,} yet as I have often poured out my hear 
a prayer over a dying friend, when the force of 
'^liilemper has Tendered him incapable of joining > 
* me J fo will 1 now aipply myfelf to God for you, O 
happy creature ! And if you difdain fo much as to i 
what my compaffion diflates ; yet I hope, they ^ 
have felt the power of the gofpel on their own fo 
as they cannot but pity fuqh as you, will join with 
in fuch cordial, tho' broken petitions, as thefe. 

^ Prayer in hhalf gf an imptnittnt SlNNJaR,i« the 
defciribed above* 

^< A LMIGHTT 'GOiyi with thee afl things 
jf5^ poflible,(a)~: To thee therefore do I humbly 
:ply myfeJf in behalf of this dea^r immortal foul, wl 
4hou here fccft pcrilhing in its fins, and hardening it 
againft that everlafting gofpel, Vbich has been the p 
-er of God to the falvation of fo many thoufands and 1 
lions. Thott art witnefs, O blefled God, thou art 1 
nefs to the plain^efs and ferloufnefs, with which 
ineflage has been delivered. It is in thy prefence 1 
thefe awful words have been written 4 and in thy j 
>fence have they been read. Be pleafed therefore to 
cord It in the book of thy rememberance, that fo if 
wicked man dieth in his iniquity, after the warp 
has been fo plainly and fo folemnly given him, his.bl 
ihay not be required at my hand (d), n6r at the h 
•of that chriftian friend, whoever he is, by whom 
J)ook has been 4put into his, with a fincere defire for 
iaWation of hisfottl« fie witnefs, O blefled Jefus, 
K 

£a} Matth. xix. ;v6. [d] ^a^k. xxxiii. 8, 9. '. 
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the day^Jn which thou (halt judge the fecrcts of aJI V 
hearts (c), that thy gofpel hath been preached to this 
hajrdcncd wretch, and felvation by thy blood hath been 
offered him, tho' he continue to defpife it* And.raar 
thy uqworthy meffenger be unto God a fweet favour 
in Chrift, in this very foul, even tho* it lhoul4 at laft 
periA(d)! 

4^ But, Oh that, after all this hardnefs'and impeni* 
■tence, thou .would ft ftill be pleafed, by the fovereign 
power of thine efficacious grace, to awaken and con- 
vert him ! Well do, we know. Oh thou Lord of uni- 
verfal nature, that he who made the foul, can caufe the 
4^word of convi£lion to come near and enter into it.-— 
Oh that, in thine infinite wifdom and love thou wouldft 
find out a way tointcrpofe, and fave this finner from 
death, from fiternal death ! Oh th^t, if it be thy blef- 
fedwill, thou wouldft imme(|iately do iti thou knoweft. 
Oh God, he. is a dying creature : thou knoweft, that 
if any thing be done for him, it muft be done quickly : 

. thou feed, in the book of thy wife and gracious de- 
.crees, a moment marked which muft feal him up in an 
ajnchangeable fta/te : Oh that thou wouldft lay hold oa 
Ahimj .wbijle he is yet joined t6 th^ living, and hath 
l>ope (e) J Thy; immutable laVs in the difpenfation of 

. grace forbid, that a foql fliould be converted and renew- 
ed after its entrance o;i the InvifibJe world : Oh let thy 

. iacred fpirit work while he is yet as it were within the 
iphere of his operations ! Work, O God, by ^whatever 
method thqu p{eafeft; only have mercy upon him! O 

. Lord, havp oiercy upon him, that he fink not into thofe 
depths of damnation and ruin,, on the very brink of 
which, he/o evidently appears ! Oh that thou wouldft 
bring him, if that be n<;"ceflary, and fccm to, thee moft ^ 
expedient, into any dep|:hsof cabimity and diftrefs! Oh 
jthat, with Mjanaileh, he j^nay be taken in the thorns, 
and laden with the fetters oJF affli£iion, if that may but 
caufe him to ftek the God of his fathers (f) ! 

*^ But 

jfc) ^ Rom. ii. i6. (d) a Cor. U. ij. {t) Ecijl. he 4» 

(i) % Chroti. xxiiii. Ii. f 2. 
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« But I prefcril^e not to thin^ iafinite wifdom. Thou 
fiaft difplayed thy power in gforiotis and aftonifliing in- 
fiances : which I thank thee, that I hare fo circum- 
ttantially known, and by the knowledge of them have 
been fortified againft the rafh confidence of thofe who* 
weakly and arrogantly pronounce that to-be impoltiblc, 
which is aftually done.' Thou h<ift^ I know, done that 
by a fingk thought in retirement, when the happy man 
reclaimed by it hath been far from nfieans,. and far 
from ordinances^ which neirher the mod awful admoni-^ 
lions, nor the moft tender intreaties, nor the moft ter- 
rible affiiftions, nor* the moft wonderful deliverances 
had bcetr able to effe£l. 

« Glori^fy thy name, O Lord, and glorrfy thy grace,^ 
in the method whieh to thine infinite wifdom {hall feem 
moft expedient! Oiriy«ant, I befeech thee, with all 
Jiumblc fubmiffiori to tfiy will, that this finner niay bef 
faVeypGirif not, that the labour of this part may not be 
altogether in rain ; but that if fome rejeft it to their ag-- 
gravated ruin, others may hearken and live \ that thofe 
thy fervants, who have laboured for their deliverance and 
happiwcfs^ may view them in the regions of elory, as 
the fpoils which thou haft honoured them as the inllru- 
menrs of recovering \ apd may }oin with them in the 
Hallelujahff of heaVen, to him whb hath loved us, and 
waflicd us from our fins in his own blood, and hath 
yhade us of condemned rebels, and accurfed, polluted 
finners; kings and priefts unto God ; to him be glory- 
and dominion forever and ever ! Amen (g)," 
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ilZ TSe cafe if a. dejtSUJL SouL Ghap. i «• 
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An Addreis to a Soul fo oT^rwhelmed with a Senfe oF 
the Greatnefs of its Sins, that it dares not appljf^ it- 
fclf to Ghrift wkh any Hoge of Salvation* 

Tiecaji defcrihedat hrg€,§^ j^— 4./W it frequenilj 9ccuri^ 
\* 5. Granting all that the. deje&ed foul charges onk/elf^ 
§. 6. the invitations and promifes of Chrifi. give hopf.^^^ 
j. 7. The reader urged ^ under all his burthens an^^arsy 
to an humble afplicatian to him : J. 8. tt^hicl is accord'^ 
ingly exemplified in the concluding refieBion tindjtrayer. 

§• I. It Etave now, done with iJjbfc pnhappjr ^reattifes^ 
J|, who ifefpiie th^e jgpf^eljj and witii tKofc wfio 
negiett it, AVith pleafure dp Inowturn mjlelf tothofc 
who will hear me with more regard* Aniong. the Vari- 
ous cafes, which now prefent themfelvc$ to m v ttougHts,, 
and demand my.ten^'eraffe(£tionate^,refpcuflfpl care.^^ 
is none rtiore worthy of compaffion^. thaii that whifch.t 
iiave mentioned in tne ;titJe of this chapter y none whicK 
requires a more immediate attempt of reliefs 
H. $. 2« It is very poflihle, ibmc; a^i£led creature ma^ 
^p ready^ to cry out,, " it is enough : Aggravate my 
griefjt and my diftrefs.nomore. the fentence you hay^ 
been fo awfully defcrilnng, as what fliali be palTed ai^d* 
executed on the impenitent and unbelieving, is my ien- 
tence ; and the terrors of it are my terrors. For mine 
iniquities are gone up unto the heavens, and my tranf- 
grelEons have reached <into the clouds (a). My cafe is 
quite fingular*^ Sure there never was fo great a finner 
as I- I have received fo many mercies, I have enjoyed 
fo many advantages, I have heard fo many invitations 
of -gofpel grace ; and yet my heart has been fo hard^ 
and my nature is fo exceeding hnful, and the number 

and 
(4 Rev. xviii. 5. 
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and aggravating circumftances of my ptovocations have 
been fachy that I dare not hope. It is enough, that 
God'hiitfh fuppotted ffle thus long : It is enough, thataf-" 
tcr fo mrkhy years of wickedncfs, I am yet out of hell. 
Every d^yk reprieve la a mercy/ at which I am aftonifh^ • 

*ed. ♦ I lie down, and Wonder,* thaft dearh and damnatioa 
have notfeizedme in my walks thedaypaft. I arife^ 
and wonder, that my bed hath not been my grave j won- 
der, that' my foul rs not fcparatid frcrmaefh, and fur-' 
rounded ^ith devils and damned l^irits^ 

§.3;"'! have indeed heard the mfeflage offalyation ; 
bttt ilaS| it feemstiofmefiage of falvatidn'to me. There 
are happy foul^ that have hope; and their hope is in- 
deed in Chrift, and the' Grace of God manitefted in - 
him. B|^ then they feel in' their hearts* an encourage- 

* ment to apply to him ; whereas I dare not do it. Chrilt * 
and grace arc thkigs, in which, T fear, I have no part, 
and mUlVexpcfl:*none. There arc exceeding rich and 
precious* promifes, in the word of God .-but they arc 
to me as a fealed book, and are bid from me as to any 
perfonal ufe. I know, Chrift is aWe to fave: I know, 
lie is^wiflfngto faveforac. '^at that he ihould be wil- 
ling to fave me, fuch a polluted, fuch a provokiiig crea- ' 
ture, as God know^, and as confciencc knows, I have 
beeiij arid to this dayani 5 this £ know not htnv to be- 
lieve : And the utmofl thai I can do towards btsHevirig 
it, is to acknowledge thai ir \^ not abfoldtfely impbffible, > 
and that I do not^yct- lie down in compleat defpair ^ -- 
tho' alas, I feem-upon the very borders of it/ and ex-* ' 
peft every day and hour to fall into it •'^ 

J.-4. 1 fhould^iot perhaps have entered^ To' ftifly' into ' 
tins ca^fe, if Ihad not feen many in It*; and T will add 
reader, fbx*youT encoerragemenf/ if ir !;c' your cafe, ^ 
feveralwho-are in the numberw the moft eftabRfced, • 

^"chearful,* and ufefiilclVriftiany/ Aiid -Ihopci divine 
'grace ^-i^l add you to the- reft,' rf out of thefe' depths * 
you be enabled -to cry uiito-Gbd(.b)'; and fho'i^Rke Jo- 
nah, you'iaay feent wbtt'caft out -from hrs prefence^ ^ 
yctlHll, with Jonahs you^ may Hook -tc^r&s his* koly^* 
temple (c). ' K 3 5*S** 



1 14 Howfver bad the cafe of fuch nu^ he^ f?*^^;^ *2f 

.5. 5. Let itjiotbe im^gfnfc!^ that it is in amr.oe- 
gle£l: of that blefled Spirii;^ whofe ^(^^^\X. is to oe the 
gre^it xomforter^, that I no^ attempt .to xeafbnjrouovit 
Cff this difconfolatc frame : For it i^ as the great fourcc 
of reafoii^' that te deals with rational^ areitarcs| .atnd it 
IS in the uie of rational means and conCderations, tKat 
he may nioft juftljr be cxpefted to operate. Give me 
leave thcr^te, toacldrefs myfelf calmly to jrou^abd.to 
a(kyd.u, What reafpn you have for (all.th^fc.paflSQii- 
ate complaints ^andaccufations againftyourlelf ? i^hat 
rcafon have yott to iuggeft^ that your cafe is imgujar, 
when fo m4ny have toW yotr, t^cy have fiplt the (anfie ? 
"What reafon have you to conclude fo hardly again ft . 
yourfelf, when die goipel fpeaks in fuch fovourable 
terms F Or what reafon to imagine, that t^ergraciojus 
things it fays, are not intended lor you ? Tou knowin-^ 
deed more of the corruptions of your own heart, than 
you know of tire hearts of others : And you make a 
thoufand chantabts^ excuses for thek vHible failings and 
infirmities^, which you make not^for your own. And 
it may be, feme of thofe, whom youadmire as enncent 
faints when compared witb you^ are on their part hureb-^ 
ling themfelves in the duft as unworthy to be numbered 
amongft the lead of Gbd's people, and wiihing them* 
felveslike you, in whom they tiiink they fee much niore 
^ood,. ;tfid much lefs of evil, than intherafelves^ 
^^ f. 6. But to ft^pole the worft, What if you were 
rpally.the vileft finner that ever lived upon the face of 
the earth ? What if your iniquities had gone up unto^ 
the heavensevery day, and your tranfgreiions had* reach-^ 
. ed unto the clouds (^) ;. reached thithe6r^ with foch hor« 
rid ^gjrayations^ that earth and heaven flioukl bare 
bad reafon^ to deteft you as a> raonder of impiety I Ad*^ 
tnitting all tiiis^ is any thing too hacd for the liord (e^i- 
Are any fins,^of wlricb a (ninner cstn repent^^of fo deep %,\ 
dye, that the blood of Chrift cannot wa(b^ them away \: 
t}ay tho'it would be daring wickednels and monstrous- 
folly, forany to fin-^thatgracn may> abound (f)> yetJiad> 
you indeed roiied your account bey,ond ail. that divine 

grace* 
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grace has ever yet pardoned, who (boutd limit the Holy 
One of Ifrael (g) ? Or who ftiould pretend to fay, that 
It was impoffible that God might for your very wretch^ 
e'dpefs chufe you out from others, to make you a mo- 
iiument of mercy, and a trophy of hitherto unparallel- 
led grace i The Apoftle Paul ftrongly intimates this to 
liavebcen the cafe with. regard to hin^felf : And why 
might not you Hkewife, if indeed the chief of finners 
obtain mercy : thatinyou, as tl>e chief, Jefus Chriil 
jnight !hew forth all lo^g fuBering, for a pattern to 
^em who {hall hereafter believe (h) i ii 

|. 7« Gloomy as your apprehendons are, I would ask 
you plainly. Do you in your conscience think, that 
Chriftisnot able to fave you? What! is he not able 
to iavc even to the uttermoft, them tjiat come unto God 
by him(i) 2. Yes, you will fay, abundantly able to do it 5 
but I dare not imagine, that he will do it. And how 
do you know that he will not ? He has helped the very 
jgreateft finners of all that have, yet applied themfelves 
to him : And he has made the ofiers of grace and fal- 
(vation in the moil engaging and encouraging terms : 
If any man thirft, let him come unto me,an4 drink (k): 
Let him that isathirft^ come; and whofoeVer will, let 
him take of the water of life frerty(l): Come unto 
me, all ye that labour and aie^ h^s^y |aden, and I will 
give you reft (m): And once more, him 'fbat cemeth 
unto mc I will in no wife caft out (n). True, will 

Iou fay, none that are given him by the Father : €k>uld 
know^I were of that numbet,! could then apply chear* 
fully to him* But, dear reader^* let me intrcat you to 
look into the te^t itfelf, and fee, whether that iimita* 
tion be expreily added there. Do you there read, none 
of them whom the Father hath given me fliall be caft 
out ? The^ words are in » much more encouraging form : 
And why fhould youfruftrate his wifdom andgoodnefs, 
by fuch an addition of your own i A^d not to his 
wordsx left he psprove chee^): Take ihcm as they 

ftand^ 
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ftand, ;rnd drink In the confolation of them. OijrLord 
knew .into "what perplexity fome ferrous mind^ niighi 
poflibly be thrown by what he had before been faying*, 
all that the Father hath giren me, fhaH come uhto me ; 
and therefore as it were. on purpofe to balance it, he 
adds thofe gracious words, Him that cometh unto m?, 
I will in no wife, by ho means, on no confideration 
whatfoever, caftout. 

5.8. If therefore you are already difcoura«rdi and 
terrified at the grcatnefs of your fins, do not add to 
their- weight and nuniber that one greater and worlfe 
than all the reft, a diftruft of the faithfulnefs andgtacc 
efthebleflfed Redeemer Donot, ib far as in you Ires^ 
eppofe all the purpofes of his love to you. O diftref- 
fcd fouly whom doft thou dread ?*To whom doft thou 
trepf)ble to approach f la there any thing fo terrible^ 
in a crucified Redeemer, in the Lamb that was flain ? 
If thou* carried thy foul almoft finking under the bur- 
dien of its guilt, to lay it down at his feet, what doft 
thou offer him, but the fpoil which he bled and died to 
recover and pofiefs ? And did he purchafe it fo dearly, . 
that he might rejed: it with difdatn ? Go to him dt- 
redly, and fall down in his prefenoe, and plead that 
mifery of thine, which thau haft now beenpfcading in 
a contrary view,* atai^ engagement toyotir own foul to 
make the ajpp)ieation,and as an argument with the com* 
palfionate Saviour to receive you. Go, and be afilired, , 
that where fin hath abounded, there grace (liall much 
more abound (p}* Be aflured, that if one finner, can 
promife himfelf a more certain welcome than apother^ 
it is not he that is 4eaft guilty and miferabk, but he 
that is moft deeply humbled before God uhder a fenfc ^ 
of that mifery and gitik, and li<rs the ioweft in the ap* - 
prehenjion of it^ 

REiXECTroNS ofi thife empuragettitntr^ endihgitt an hum « 

bid atid earnefi application to Chrift^or titercy. 
$$ d(^\ My foul, what fayeft thou to thcfe things ! Is^ 
\J there not at leail a poffibility of help from • 

ChriO-I 
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Ghrift I .And is there a poflibility of help any other 
way? Is any other name given under hcaren, whereby 
"we can be (aved ? I know^ there is none (o). I muft 
then fay, like the lepers of Ifrael (r). If I fit herei i pe- 
riih \ and if I make my application in vain, I cdn but 
die. But peradventure, he may fa ve my fou( alive. X 
will therefore arife, and ^o.unto him \ or rather, believ- 
ing him here, by his fpiritual prefence, finfal and itiife- 
rable as I am, I will this moment fall down qb my face 
before him» and pour out my foul unto him. 

« Bleflfed Jefus, I prcfent myfelf unto theCf as a 
wretched creature, driven indeed by- ncceffity to do it.^ 
For furely were not that neceflity urgent and abfplute, I 
ihdvld not dare for very ihame to appear in Thine holy 
artd M^pft^c prefence. 1 am fully convinced, that my 
fins and my follies have been inexcufably great \ more 
tiianl can exprefs, more than I can conceive. I feef a. 
fource of fin, in my corrupt. and degenerate nature, 
whiclr pours out iniquity, as a fountain fends out its 
water, and makes me a burthen and a terror to myfelf.-. 
Such iaggravations have attended my tranfgrefEons,thati 
it looks like prcfumption, fo much as to a(k pardon for 
t^em^ and yet, would \t not be greater prefumption to 
fey, that they exceed thy mercy, and the efficacy of thy 
blood > to fay, that thou haft power and grace enough to 
pardon and fave only finners of a lower order, while 
fuch as I lie out of thy reach f Preferve mc frona that 
blafphcmous imagination I preferve me from that uhrea- 
fonable fufpicionlLord, thoucanft do all things, neither 
is there any thought of mine heart with-Iiolden fron^ 
the^ (s). Thou art indeed, as thy word declares, able 
to fave unto the uttermoft (t). And therefore^hreaking 
thro' all the opppfitions of Ihame and fear, that would 
keep me from thee, I come and lie down as in the duft 
before thee. Thou knoweft, O Lord, all my fins, and 
all my follies (uf I, cannot, and I hope I may fay, I 
would not, difguife them before the«, or fet myidf tojind 
out plaufibie cxcufes. Accufe me, Lord, as thoy. plcafe- 
...i " •• . ' ■ eft; 

(q) Adfi iv. 1%, (r> % Kings vii. 4. (») Job xUi. ». (t) Htb. vii. 
fli. (u; Pial. Ixix. 5. 
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eft ; andlwlllingtfniioufly plead guilty to all thiire aic^ 
cufations*. I will own myfelf as great a finner, as thou; 
calleft me r But 1 am ftrll a fin^ner, that comes unt6 thee' 
for pardon. If I muft die, it fhall be fubmitting, ^wdt 
owning th^ Juftice of the fatal ftroke. If Lperiih, it fliall 
be, laying hold, as it were, on the horns of the Altar: 
laying nryfelf down at thy foot-ftool, tho* I have been* 
fQch arfebel againft fhy throne. Many have received a 
fnll pardon there j have met with favour even beyond? 
their hopes. And are all thy compaffions, O blcfled • 
Jcfus, exhaufted ? And wilt thon now begin to rcjeOt 
an humble creature, who flies to thee for life, and 
pleads nothing but mercy and free grace ? Have mercy 
upon me, O' moft gmdous Redeemer,* have merer 
npon me, and let my life be precious in thy fight (x)l 
Oh do not refolve to (end me down to that ftate of filial 
mifery anddefpair, from which h was thy gracious pur- 
pofd to deliver and fave fo many f ' 

<« Spurn me not away, O Lord, from thy prefencey 
nor be oflFended when I prefume to lay hold on thy roy- 
al robe, and fay that I cannot and will not let thee go, till 
my fuit is granted (y)! Oh remember, that my etcrmty 
h at flake ! remember, D Lord, that aM my hopes 
of obtaining eternal happinefs, and avoiding everlafting, 
helplcfs, hopelefs deftrudlion, are anchored upon thee v 
They hang upon thy fmiles, or drop at thy frown. Oh? 
have mercy upon me, for the fake of this immortal foul 
of mine! or if not for the fakc4<)f mine alone, for thS- 
fake of many others, who may, on the otie hand be en-- 
couraged by thy mercy tome^or on the other, may be 
greatly wounded and difcouraged by my helplcfs dcf-- 
pair ! I befeech thee, O Lord, for thine own feke, and* 
for the difplay of thy father's rich and fovereign grace P^ 
I befeech thee by the blood thou didft fned on thecrofsi; 
I befeech thee by the covenant of grace and peace, into 
■which the father did enter with thee for the falvation of 
believing, and repenting finoers/fave me ! Save me, O 
Lord, who earneftly defire to repent and believe 1 I amt 

in*' 
/'x^ a Kings iv 14. (y). Gen. :txxU. a6.< 
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indeed a^finneTf in whpfe final and everlaftingdeftru^- 
on'^thy juftice might he greatly glorified : But Qh, if 
thOu wilt pardon aie^it will be a monument raifed-to the 
j)onour of thy grace, and the efficacy of thy blodd, in 
proportion to the degree in which the wretch, to whom 
thy mercy is extended, was mean and miferable, without 
* It. Speak, Lord, by thy bleiled fpirit, and bani(h my 
fears ! iook unto me with love arid grace in thy counte- 
nance, and fay unto me, as in the days of thy fie fh thou 
didft to many an humble fupplicant, thy fins are forgiven 
^hce, goinpeacel" 

CHAP. xiir. 

The doybting Sotal more particularly aflifted in its 
Enquiries as to the ^Sincerity of its Faith and Repen- 
tance, 

*Xr<mfient irnprejfions liable to he miflaken for converfton^ 

which vjould be a fatal error. ^. i. General fchemes for 

^ fflfexamination. J. 2. Particular enquiries \ (^'J 

/What views tl^ere have beeen offtnf {. 3. ('i.') What 

view ^ there have been of Chrtft} J. 4. As to the need the 
foul has of him : §. 5. And its willingnefs to receive him 

with a duefurrender of heart to hitfervice. $. 6. Nothing 
. fhortofthisfuficient. \. 7. The foul fubmitting to dt*- 

vine epcarmna^ion^ theftncerity of its Faith and Repen'* 

tdncCm 

^. I . T TST confequence of all the ferjous things, which 
X ^3ve been faid in the former chapters, I hope 
'it will be no falfc prefuraption to imagine, that fome re 
ligious imprefllons may be made on hearts which had ne- 
ver felt them before; or may be revived, where they have 
formerly grown cold and languid. Yet I am very fcn- 
jible, and I deRre that you may be fo, how great danger 
there is of felf-flattery on this important head^ and how 
. necefiary it is to caution men, againfl; too hady a conclu- 
fiou that ihey are really converted, bccaufc they have felt 

fome 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1 20 As^ there ir danger tfmiftcHung its cafe. Chap, xju 

fotpe warp ^motion on their minds and have. reformed 
the grofs irregularities of their former condu£t. , A 
miitakehere might be infinitely fatal : It may prove the 
oecafion of th^t falfe peace, which (hall lead a man to 
blefs himfdf in his own heart, and to conclude himielf 
fecure while all the threatning« and curfes of God*s lav 
are founding in his ears, and lie indeed dire<5lly againft 
him (a) : While in the mean time he applies to bimfelf a 
thoufand promifes in which he has no fihare } which 
may prove therefore like generous .wine to a man in an 
high fever, or ftrong opiates to one in a lethargy. ' The 
ftony ground received the .word with joy, and a promif- 
ing harveft fecmed to be fpringing up ; yet it foon wi- ^ 
thered away (b), and no reaper filled his ^arms with it.-' 
Now that this may i^ot be the cafe with you, that all my 
labours and yours hitherto may not be loft, and that a 
vain dream of fecurity and happinels may not plunge 
you deeper in mifery and ruin, give me leave to lead yon 
into a fcrious enquiry into your own heart ; that fo yott 
may be better able to judge of your cafe, and to diflin- 
gujih between what is at moil being only near the king* 
dom of ^aven, an'd becoming indeed a member of it. 

j, 2. Now this depends upon the fincerity of your 
faith in Chriit, when faith is taken in its largeft ex- 
tern, as explained above j that is, as comprehending re- 
pentance, and that fteady purpofe of new and univerfal 
obedience, of which, wherever it is real, faith will af- 
furedly be the vital principle. Therefore to affift you in 
judging of your ftate,.give me leave toa(k you, or rather * 
to intreat you to aflc yo^rfelf, what views you luwrc had, 
and now have, of fin, and of Chrift ? And what your 
futurepurpofesare, with regard to your conduA in the 
remainder of life that may lie before you? I fliall not 
teafon largely upon tbefeveral particulars I fuggeft un^er 
thefe heads, but rather refer you to your own reading and 
obfcrvation, to judge how agreeable they arc to the word 
of God, the great rule, by which our charaders rouft 
quickly be tried, and our eternal (late unalterably deter- 
mined. 

f. 3. Enquire 
[a] Deut. zzix. 19. 30. [i>j Matt.^i j.A 
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Ch^p* 1 3* ^/ fitd is called to ^pcamine itfelf i^l 

J. 3. Enquire feriottfly, in the firft place, wh^t views 
you have had of (in» and what fentiments you have felt 
in your foul with regard to it :^ There was a time when 
it wore a flattering afpeft, and made a fair inchanting 
appearance, fo that all your heart was charnaed with it, 
and it was the very bufinefs of your life to praftife it. 
But you have fince been undeceived. You have felt it 
bite like a ferpcnt, and (ling like an adder (c). You 
have 'beheld it with abhorrence, far greater than the 
<lelight which it ever gav^ you. So far it is well. It is 
vthus with every true penitent, and with fome I fear, who ' 
are not of that number. Let me therefore enquire far- 
ther, whence arofe this abhorrence? Was it merely 
from a principle of felf-love ? Was it merely becaufe you 
had been wounded by it ? Waa it merely becaufe you had 
thereby brought condemnation and ruin upon your own 
foul ? Was there no fenfe of its deformity, of its bafenefs, 
-of its malignity^ as committed againil the bleiled God, 
confidcred'as a glorious, a bountiful, and a merciful be- 
ing ? Were you never pierced by the apprehenfion of its 
vile ingratitude i And as for tliofe purpofes which have 
arifen in your heart agamft it, letme befeech you to re- 
iled^, how they have been formed, ami how they have 
liitheho been executed. Have they been univerfal? 
Have they been refolute ? And yet amidftall that refolu- 
tion, have they been humble ? When you declared war 
with fin, was it w^ith every fin? And is it an irrcconcile- 

-*able war, which you determine,by divine grace, to pulh 
4Dn till you have*entirely conquered it, or die in the at- 

,' tehipt ? And are you accordingly a£live in your epdea- 
ivours to fubdue and deftroy it? If fo, w^at are the fruits 
worthy of repentance which you bring forth /d)? It 
^oes not, I hope, all flow away in floods.of grief : Have 
you ceafed todo evil? Are you learning to do wejl(e)? 
Doth your reformation fli^w, that you repent of your 
£ns; or do your renewed relapfes into fin prove, that 
^ou repent even of what you call your' repentance ? 
Have you an inward abhorrence of all fin,, and an un- 
feigned zeal againft it ? And doth, that produce a care to 
L guard 

[cj Prov. xxiii. z^. [dj Luke iii. 8. (c) lia. i. X64 17, 
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122 It /bould enquire into iy views offttty Chap. 13. 

guard againft the occafions of it| and temptations to it? 
Do you watch againft the circumftances that have in- 
fnared you ? And do you particularly double your guard 
againft that fin which docs tnoft eafily befet you (f) ! Is 
that laid dfide, that the chriftian race may be run \ laid 
afide with a firm deternunation, that you will return to 
it no more, that you will hold no more parley with it, 
that you will never take another ftep towards it ? 

J. 4. Permit me alfo farther to enquire, « What yonr 
views of Chrift have been? What you think of him, and 
of your concern with him ? Have yoU bfcen fully con- 
vinced, that there muft be a correspondence fettled be- 
tween him and your foul ? And do you fee and feel, that 
you are not only to pay him a kind of diftant homage, 
and tranfient compliment, as a very wife, betievolcnt>. 
and excellent perfon, whofe name and memory you have 
a reverence for \ but that, as he lives and reigns, he is 
ever near you, and always obferving you, fo you muft 
took to him, must approach him, muft humbly franfafi 
bufiaefs with him, and that, bufinefs of the higheft im- 
portance, on which your falvation depends ? 

§. 5, You have be^n brought to enquire, wherewith 
fliall I come before the Lord, and bow myfelf before the 
moft high God (g) ? and once perhaps you were think- 
ing of facrifices, which your own ftorcs might h^ve been 
fufBcient to furnifh out. Are you now convinced^ they 
will not fuflice; and that you muft have re courfe to the 
lamb which God hath provided ? Have you had a view 
of Jcfus, as taking away the fin of the world (h) ? As 
ipfwfde a fin-offering for us, the' he knew no fin, that ^e 
ipightbe made the righteoufncfs of Cod in him (i)? 
Have Jou viewed him,aspcrfe£lly righteous in himfclf ^ 
and defpairing of being juftified by any righteoufncfs of 
your own, have you fubmitted to the righteoufncfs of 
pod (k) ? Has your heart ^ver been brought to a deep 
conviction of this important truth, that if ever you arc 
faved at all, it mvifl be thro* Chrift ; that if ever God 
extend mercy to you at all it muft be for his fake \ that 
if ever you are fixed on the temple of God above, yott 

muft 
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muft (land there as an cTcrlafting trophy of that viftprf 
which Chrift has gained over the powers of hell, wha 
would otherwjfe have triumphed over you ? 

§. 6. Our Lord fays, look unto me, and be ye faved' 
(1) : He fays, if I be lifted up, I ihall draw all men unto 
me (m). Have you looked to him, as the only faviour I 
Have you been drawn unto him, by that facred magnet,- 
the attra£king influence of hfsdylng love ? Do you know 
what it is, to come to Chrift as a poor, weary, and heavy- 
laden (inner, that you may find reft'(n)? Do you knov^ 
what it is in a fpiritual fenfe, to eat the flefh and drink 
the blood of the Son of Man (o) ; that is, to look upon 
Chrift crucified, as the great fupport oF your foul, and to 
feel a defire after hjm, earneft as the appetite of nature 
after its necefiary food ? Have you known what it is> 
cordially to furrender.yourfelf to Chrift, as a poor crea- 
ture whom love has made his property ? Have you com« 
mitted your immortal foul to him, that he may purify 
and fave it j that he may govern it by the dilates of his 
word, and the influences of his fpirit ; that he may ufe 
it for his glory \ that he may appoint it to what exercife 
2|itd difcipline be pleafes, while it dwells here in fleflv^ 
and that he may receive it at death, and fix it among 
thofe fpirits, who with perpetual fongs of praife furround 
.his throne, and are his fervants forever? Have you^ 
heartily confented to this ? And do you, on this ac- 
count of the matter, renew your confent ? Do you re^ 
new it deliberately and dcterminately, and feel your 
whole foul, as it were, faying Amen, while you read this. 
If thisl^e^e cafe, then I can with great pleafure give 
you (as it were) the right hand of fellowfliip, and falutc 
and embrace you as a fincere difciple of the Lord Jefus 
Chrift, as one who is delivered from the power of dark- 
nefs, and is tranffated into the kingdom of the Son of 
God(p). I can then falute you in the Lord, as one to 
whom, as a minifter of Jefus, I am commiffioued and 
charged to fpeak comfortably, and to tell you, not that. 
I abfolve you from your fins, for it is a fmall matter tob^ 

judged 

[1] Ife. xlv. la. (m) John xii. 3a. [n] Mat. xi. zZ, [o] John vi. 

53. (p)Col.i. 15,. . r- T 
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judged of manls judgment, but tliat theblefled God him^ 
i€t{ abfolveth you ; that you are one, to whom he hath 
faid in his gofpel, and is continually faying^youT fins are* 
forgiven you (p)j therefore go m peace, and take the 
comfort of it^ v 

§./ 7. But if you are a ftranger to thefe experiences^ 
and to thistemper which I have now defcribed, the great 
work is yet undone 5 you are an impemtent and unbe^ 
Kcving finner, and the wrath of God abrdcth on you (r)*^ 
Howevei; you may have been awakened and alarmed,, 
whatever refolutions you may have formed for amending 
your life, how right foever your notions may . be, how" 
pure foever your forms of worfhip, how ardent foever 

Jour zeal, how fevere foever your mortification, hoi^r 
mnane foever your temper, how iirofienfive foever your 
life may be, I can fpeak no comfort to you. Vain are- 
all your religious hopes, if there has not been a cordial^ 
bumiliation before theprefence of God fbrali your fins;, 
if there has not been this avowed war declared again^ 
every thing difpleafing to God ; if there has not beeir^ 
this fenfe of your need of Chrift, and of your ruin with-- 
out him ; if there has not been t{iis earned appUcat%>n' 
to him, thrs furrender of your foul i« to his hands by faith»* 
riiis renounciati^n of yourfeif, that you might 6:5 on him 
the anchor of your hope 5^ if there has not been this un- 
referved dedication of yourfeif to be at a^l times, and in; , 
all refpefts, the faithful fervant of God through him ;, 
and if you do not with all this acknowledge, that you arc 
an unprofitable fervant, who have no other expeftatioa-- 
o'f acceptance or of pardon, but only thro^his righteouf— 
nefs and blood, and thro' the riches of divine grac« ia 
him 5 I repeat it again, that all your hopes are vain, and' 
you are building on the fand (s). The houfe you hava 
alteady raifed muft be thrown down to the ground, and 
the foundation be removed and laid anew, or you and alt 
your hopes will ftiortly be fwept away with- it, and buried 
vnder it iu everlafting ruin.. 

(a) LukaTiiM48. [r] John iii.jS.. (%^ Mat a ?ii. »6. 
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fThifoulfuhmitting to divine examination^ thejlneerity of its 
Repentance and Faith* 

** A% Lord God, thou fearchefl: aH hieaTts, and tried 
^^ the reins of the children of men (t). Search me^- 
O Lord, and know ray hearty try me, and know my 
thoughts \ and fee if there be any wicked way in me, and 
lead me in the way evjcrlafting (v)- Doth not confcience, 
O Lord, teftify in thy prefence, that my repentance and 
faith are fuch as have been defcribed, or at ieaft that it is 
iny earned prayer, that they may be fa ? Come there- 
fore^ O thou bleiTed fpirit, who art the author of ait 
grac^ and confolatioor and work this teinpcr more fully 
lit my foul ! Oh reprefent irn to mine eyes in all its moft 
odious colours, that I may feel a mortal and irreconcile-^ , 
able batped to it ! Oh reprefent the majefty and piercy ^ 
of the blefled God in fuch a manner, that my heart may 
he alarmedy and that it may be melted ! fmite the rock 
that the waters may flow (x) ; waters of genuirte, undif- : 
fembl^d and filial rjepentance ! convince me, O thou 
blefled fpirit, of fin, of righteoufnefs, and of judgment 
(y)! ihewme^ that. I have undone my felf 5 but that my 
help is found in God alone {z\ in God tKrt)ugh Chrill^' 
in whom alone he will extend compaCBon and lielp to * 
nie ! accorcfing to thy peculiar office, take of Chrift and - 
fticw it unto me (a) I (hew me his power 10 fave f fhew* 
me his willingnefs to exert that power ! teach my faith ' 
to behold him^asextenderf on the cr'ofs, whh open arms,.' 
and with a pierced bkeclitig fide; and fo telling me in 
the mod forcible languagCj what room there rsiii his ve- ' 
ry heart for me } may I knovy what it is to- have my" 
whole heart fubdued by love \ fo fubdj>ed as tobecruci-r 
fied with hiai' (b-) ;> to be d-ead to fiiu-;^»d :dead te- the ' 
world, but alive unto CkxI thro' Jfefds Chrilt (c) t in his^ 
power and love may -I confide ! to him may I without 
any reCerve commit myjpirh! his image may Ibcar 1 his^ 
L 3 kw»^* 

^tj Jer. xvii. rd. ' (u) Pi"al. rxxxix. 23, 14^. (s) Pfal. Icxriii. 'SOi 
(j) John xvi. S. xz) HU. xiii. 9,. ^a} Johnxvi, i^rQfyB/yutk'Ur ^'' 
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laws may I obfcnre ! his fervice may I purfuc ! and may- 
I remaia^ thro^ time and eternity, a monument of the- 
efficacy of his gofpel» and a trophy of his vidorious- 
grace. 

** Oh blefled God f if there be any thing wanting to- 
wards conilituting me a firicere chriftian, difcovcr it to 
me, and work it in toe ^ beat down rbcfeech thee, eve- 
ry falfe and prefaraptuoos hope, how coftly foerer that 
building may hare been which is thus laitl in ruinsj and 
how proud focvcrl may have bceti of itsf vain ornaments r 
let me know the word of mv cafe, be that knowledge 
ever fo diftrefsful; and if there be remaining danger^ 
Oh let my heart be fully fcnfible of k, fenflbic while yec - 
Acre is remedy I 

^* If there be any fecret fin yet lurking in my (o\x\% 
which I have not fincerely renounced, difcover it to mey> 
and rend it.out of ray heart, tho' it (hould have (hot ita> 
roots ever fo deepy and fhould have wrap'd them all a— 
round it, fo that every nerve fhouM be pained by the 
f^aration !' tear it away, O Lord, by a hand gracioufly^ 
fcverel' and' by degrees, yea, Lord by fpecdy ad- 
vances,, go on, i befcecH thee, to perfed what is ftilh 
lacking inr myifakh (d) I accomplifh in me all the good* 
pJeafureof thy goodnefs (e): Inrich me, O heavenly. Fa» 
ther> with all the graces of thy fpirit :- Form me to the- 
compleat image of thy dear San : And then, for his fake^, 
come unto me, and manifeft thy gracious prefcnce in my 
feul (f), till it is ripened for that ftate of glory, for 
which all tbeie operations, are intended to prepare ItH 
Amcn!^^ 

CHAK. 

{€ii TkIL m, i<h (e) % Tlicfll i, Wt (f) John xir. ai, %^ 



y Google 



Chap. I4« A/urvey of the Cbri^km Tw^er*^ 127 



CHAP. XIV. 



A more particular view of the feveral Branched of tfrc 
' Chriftian Temper ; by which the Reader niay be far- 
. ther a(&(led»in judging what he island whuthe (hbuld 
endeavour to be fi^ 

The importance of the cafe engages to a more particular fur^^ 
vey^ nahat manner of fpirit we are oj- : ^. i. 2. Accori^ 
ingly the ChriAian Temper is defiribedy (I). Byfomegeng'^ 
ral views of it : as a new and divine Temper ^ J. 3. As 
refemhling that of Chriji^ J. 4. And as engaging us to be 
Jptritualiy-miiidedf and to walk by faith, $. 5. A plan of 
the retnainder : j. 6".v In which the Chrt/lian Temper ts 
more particularly confidered. (II«) With regard to the 
Blejfed God ; as including fear^ affe^iott^ and obedience^ 
j» 7. Faithand love to Chrtft^ §. 8. 9. Joy in him'y 
J. 10. and a proper temper towards t^eholy fpirit^ 
particularly as a fpirit cf .Adoption^ and of Couragr^ 
}• 1 1.— 13. (III.) Withregard to ourfelves : as ificlud'^ 
ingpreferenceff the foul to the body ihumility^ purity y $• ^4-^ 
^emperance^ }• 15. Contentment^ §: r6. And Patience 
{. 17. (IV.) With regard to our fellow creatures \ ar 
including love^ J; i^,Meeinefs, $. 19. P'eaceablenefs^ 
$. 20. Merey^ §* 21. Iruth^ f 22. And candour in 
judging^ f# 23. (V*) General qualifcations of each 
branch \ §.24. Such asfincerity^ $• ^5' Conflancy^^* 26. 
TendernefSf $. 27. Zeal, ^ 2%. And prudence ^ §. 29^ 
Thefe things fbould 'freq$iently be recolleEled. ^ 30. A^ 
meview of all in^ a- Scriptural Prayers 

. J, r. Wh€» 

§; NT 6. Thi» CBaptcr is aTmoffai^'abridj^emcnt of that excellent- 
Book of Dr. EVANS, entitled. The Chriftian Temper, fo far as it ^ 
•elates to the defcfiption o£ it^ For particnlar arguments, to inforc*' 
iacb ^u^ Qi this tem^r^ imuft^refer the Reader to the BooLitiel^. 



y Google 



1 1 8 -^ Survey of the Chrijltan fempeK CSi^p* t4- 

5. I. "XTtT^^^ ^ confider the infinite itnportanc^? 
\\ of eternity, I find it exceedingly difBcuft 
to fatisfy myfelf in atiy thing which I can fay to men^ 
where their eternal interefts are concerned. I have gi-' 
ve^T yoti a view, I hope I may truly fay, a juft, as well as^ 
faSthfuI view, of a truly Chriftian tertfiper alrfeady. Yetf 
for your farther affiftance, I woirid offer it to your con- 
fideration in various point's of light, that you may be af- 
fiftedin judging of what you arc, and of what you ought 
to be. And in this I aim, not only at your conviflion, if 
your are yet a ftranger to re^l religion, but at your farther' 
edification, if by the grace of God you are by this time 
experimentally acquainted with it. Happy will you be, 
' teppy beyond expreffion, if as you go on from one artidc 
to another, you can fey^ * Fhis is my temper andjcha-^ 
rafter/ Happy in no inconfiderabl'e degree if you'can 
fay, « This is what I defire, what I pr^ for, ami what t 
pfurfue in preference to every oppofite view,^ tho' it be 
not what I ha^e as yet attained/ 

J; 2. Search then, and try, what manner of fpitit yotf* 
are of (a). And nriay he that fearchcthrsril hearts direft" 
the enquiry, and enable you fo' to judge your felf that 
you may not be condemtied of the Lord (b) I- 

J. 3. Know in the general, * that if you- are a-chrifti-' 
am indeed, you have been renewed in the fpirit of your 
mind (c) •, fo renewed ae^ to be regenerate, and born a- 
gain/ It is not enough to have affumed a newoiame, to 
have been brought under feme new reftraints,or.r6 have 
made a partial change in fome particulars of your con* 
duft. The change mud be great and uDiverfal. En- 
qtiire then, whether you have entertained new appre-^ 
benfidns of things, Kjive forracdapra^icaj judgment dif- 
ferent from what you forn>erly didf whether tbe endd* 
you propofe,r the affeftions which you feel working in.- 
your heart, and the courfe of aftlom to which, by thoie^ 
affeftions, you are direfted, be on the whole new oir' 
oTdtfi Agaitt>,* If yott arc a chriftian' indeed,, ypu are:" 

partaker »" 

I TBe peadbr may ftt thcfe thbnghtaillUftratfcdaC farg^e^iit the thrc^ 
mbof my fermons on RegeBcyation; ' 

fs^JUkc '}», SS- ' 0>i * Cor. xr. Sh P»* i<^l^A%. ^ ^ 



Chap. 14. as tmplyifig a new and divine Temper^ IJJF 

partaker of a divine natare(d); di?ine in its original, ij^ 
tendency, 'and its refemblance/ Enquire therefore, 
whether God hath implanted a principle in your heart, 
which tends ^o him^ and which makes you like him^— 7 
Search your foul attentively, to fee if you have rea4Iy 
the ima^ge there of Oo6^s moral perfedions, of his holr- 
nefs and righteoufnefs, his goodnefs and fidelity 5 for 
the new man rs after God created rn righteoufnefs and 
trueholinefs(e)^ and is renewed in knowledge after the 
image of him that created him ff)» 

$. 4* For your farther sJRftance enquire, • whether 
the fame mind be in you which was alfo in Chrift (g) v 
u'hether you bear the image of God's incarnate Son, the^ 
brighteft and faireft refemblance of the iFather, wfiich 
earth or heaven has ever beheld.* The blefled Jefus de- 
(igned himfelf to be a model for all his followers ; and 
he is certainly a model ts\oVt fit for our imitation^ 
an example in own our nature, and in circumftances a- 
dapted to general ufe ; ah example, reconimended to 
us at once by its fpotlefspcrfipftion,andbythc endearing 
relation in which he (lands ta us, as our mafter, our 
friend, and our head; as the perfon by whom our 
cverlaliing ftate is to be fixed, and in a refi^mblandb tci . 
wfcom our final happinefs is to confift, if ever we* arof 
happy at all. Look then into the life and temper of 
Chrift, asdefcribed and illuftrated in the gofpels, and 
(earch whether you can find iiny thing l^e it in your 
own life. Have you any thing, of his devotion, love, 
and repgnation to God? Any thing of his humility, meek- 
fiefs, and benevolence to men ?Any thing of hispuritfand 
wifdom, his contempt of the world, his patience, his 
fortitude, hb zeal ? And indeed all the other bT«*nche9^ 
of the chriftian temper, which da not imply previous 
guilt in tlje perfon by whom they are exercifed, may 
be called in to illuftrate and aflill your enquiries under 
this head. 

J. 5. Let me add, f If you area chriftian^ yoU are 
ItY the main fpiritually-mindedj' as knowing that is life 

l^)% Pet. i. 4. fe] Eph. iv. 24. [fl Col m. 10. fg) PhU. iL S^ 
(h) Rom. viiiVd* ^ . ' 
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an^ peace \ whereas to be carnalljr-minded is death (h)/ 
Tbo' you live in the fleflh, you will not war after it (i)^ 
you will not take your orders, and your commands from 
It. You will indeed attend to its neceffary intercfts^ aa 
m'atterof duty ; but it will (lil)be with regard to another 
and a nobler intereft, that of the rational and immortal 
fpirk. Your thoughts, your afFeftions, your purfuits, 
your choice^ will be determined by the regard to things 
fpiritual, rather than carnal. In a word, • you will walk 
by faith, and not by fight (k)." Future, invifible, and in 
fomc degree incomprelienfible objedls, will take up your 
mind. Your faith will a£l on the being of God, his per- 
feAions, his providences, hfs precepts, his threatening^, 
and his promifes. It will a£l upon Chriil, whom having 
jiotfeen, you will love and honour (1;. It will aft oil 
that unfecn world, which it knows to be eternal, and 
therefore infinitely more worthy of your afieftionate re- 
gardy than any of thofe things which are feen and arc ' 
Temporal (m). 

$. 6. Thcfc aregeneral views of the chriftian tern* 
per, on which I would intreat ygu to examine yourfelf: 
And DOW I would go on to lead you into a lurvey of 
the grand branches of it as relating to God, ourvneigh- 
bour, andourfelves ^ and. of thofe qualifications, which 
muft attend each of thefe branches, fuch as fincerity^ 
conftancy, tenderncfs, zeal, and prudence And I beg 

Jour diligent attention, while- 1 lay before you a few 
ints with regard to each, by which you may judge the 
better, both of your ftate, and your duty. 

§. 7. Examine thcii, I intreat you, ««the temper of 
•« your heart, with regard to the blefled God." Do you 
find there a reverential fear, and a fupreme love and ve- 
neration for his incomparable excellencies, a defire af- 
ter him as the higheft good, and a cordial gratitude to- 
wards him as your fupreme benefaftor ? Can you truft 
his care t Can you credit his tedimony ? Do you de- 
Cre to pay an unrefervcd obedience to ail that he-com- 
mands, and an hunible fubmiflion to all the difpofals 
of his providence ? Do yoo dcfign his glory as your 

noblcft 
^'- f % Cor. X. 3. Ot) % Cor. r. 7. (1) i Pet. i. 8. [ad * Cor. iv. 18. 
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nobleftend, ajid make it the great buGnefs of jronr life 
to approve yourfelf to him ! Is it your governing care" 
to imitate him, and to ferve him in fpirit and in truth 

$. 8. Faith in Chrift I have already dcfcribed'at large ; 
• and therefore fliali fay hothing farther, either of that 
perfuafion of his power and grace, which is the great 
foundation of it i or of that acceptance of Chrift under 
all his characters, or that furrender of the foul into hia 
hands, in which its peculiar and diftinguifhing nature 
•tonfifts. 

J. 9. If this faith in Chrift be Cricere, <* it will un« 
** doubtedly produce a love to him ;'^ which will ex- 
prefs itfelf, in afFeftionate thoughts of him : in ftrifk 
fidelity to him^ in a careful obferv^tion of his charge ; 
in regard to his fpirit, to his friends, and to his 
interefts 5 in a reverence to the memorials of his dy- 
ing love, which he has inftituted ; and in ardent 
-defire after that heavenly world where he dwells, and 
where he will at length have all his people to dwell with , 
iiim (o). . ' 

$. 10. I may add, agreeably to the word of God, 
** that thus believing in Chrift, and loving him, yow 
•^ will alfo rejoice in him ;'* in his glorious dcfign, and 
in his compleat fitnefs to accomplilh it, in the promifes 
^f his word, and in the privileges of his people. It will 
be matter of joy to you, that fuch a Redeemer has ap- 
peared in this world of ours; and your joy for your- 
felves will be proportionable to the degree of clear nefs, 
with which you difccrn your intereft in him, and rela- 
tion to him. ' ' ^ 

5. 1 !• Let me farther lead you into'Tome^rcfleilions 
on ** the temper of your heart towards the blcflcd fpi- 
-** rit." If we have not the fpirit of Chrift, we are 
none of his (p). If wc are not led by the fpirit of God, 
we are not thf children of God (q). You will then, if 
you are a real chriftian, defire that you may be filled 
ivith the fpirit{r) j that you may have every power of 

your 

(u) John IV. a4* (o) John xviL a4« (p) ^ota* viii. i^, 
^q) Rom, viii. 14, jx] Eph. v. x8, ^ 



13^ What it includes nytth regard id Gcdy Chap. 14. 

your foul fubjeA to bis authority ; that his agency on 
your heart be more conftant, more operative, and more 
delightfuL And to cherifii thefe facred influences^you 
wiU often have rccourfe to ferious confuieration and me- 
ditation: You will abftain from thofe fins, which tend 
to grieve him : You will improve the tender feafoiiSy 
in which he feem£ to breathe upon your foul .• You will 
drive earneflly with God in prayer, that you may have 
him flicd on you ftili more abundantly thro* Jefus Chrift 
(s): And you wiirbc defirous to fall in with the gre^t 
end of his million, which was to glorify Chrift (t), and 
to cilabliih his kingdom— <—•« You will defire his in- 
** fluences as the fpirit o*f adoption," to render, your 
a£lst)f worfhip free and affe£^ionate, y^ur obedience vi- 
gorotis,your forrow for fin overflowing and tender, your 
jefignation meelc, and your love ardent ; in a word, to 
carry you thro* life arid death, with the temper of a 
child, who delights in his father, and who longs for his 
more immediate prefence. x 

^, 12. Once more, "If you are a chriftian indeed, 
« you will be defirous to obtain the fpirit of courage.*' 
Amiiiil all tSfct humility 'of foul to which you will be 
formed, you wijiwiflito commence a hero in the caufe 
of Chriit, oppofuig with a vigi)rous refolution the (trong- 
cft efforts of the powers of darknefs, the inward cor- 
ruption of your own heart, and all the outward diffi- 
culties you may meet with ip the way of your duty, 
while in the caufe and in the flrength of Chrid you go 
on conquering and to contjuer. 

j. 13. All thefe things may be confidered as branches 
of godlinefs \ of th^t godlinefs, which is profitable unto 
all things, and hath the promiie of the life which now 
is, and of that which is to come (u). 

$,14. Let me now farther lay before you fomc 
branches of the chriftian temper, " which relate more 
^< imediately to ourfelyes/* And here, if you are a chri- 
ftian indeed, *< you will undoubtedly prefer the foul to 
«< the body, and things eternal^ to thofe that are tem- 
*« poral.** Confcious 3f tlic digiiity and value of your 

iitt- 
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immprtal part, you will come to a firm refolption to fe- 
cure its hap^ inefs, whatever is to be reiigned, whatever 

is to be endured in that view. If you are a real chrif- 

tian, " you will alfo he clothed with humility (ty You 
will have a deep fenfeof your own imperfeflions, both 
natural and moral; of ^the fliort extent of your know- 
ledge ; of the uncertainty and weaknefs of your refolu- 
lions ;and of your continual dependence upon God, and 
•upon almofl every thing about you. And efpeeially, 
you will be deeply fcnfible of your guilt ; the remem- 

_ brance of which will fill you with (hame and confu- 
fion, even when you have fome reafon to hope it i^ for- 
given. This will forbid all haughtinefs and infolence, 
in your behaviour to your fellow creatures. It will 
teach you, under ^ffliSive providences, with all holy fub- 
miffion to bear the indignation of the Lord, asthofd that 

know they have finned againft him (y).- Again, if 

you ate a chriftian indeed, ** you will labour after pu- 
**- rity of foul,'* and maintain a fixed abhorrence of aU 
-prohibited fenfual indulgence. A rccolleftion of paft 
impurities will fill you with ftiame and grief; and yon. 
will endeavour for the future to guard your thoughts 
and defires, as well as your v/ords and adlions, and to 
abftain, not only from the commiiTion of evil, but from 
tiiediftant appearance and probable occafions of it (z); 
as confcious of the perfect holinefs of that God with 
whom yoAi converie, and of the purifying nature of that 

Jiope (a), which by his gofpelhe hath taught you to en- 

■ tertaiuc 

J. 15. With this is nearly allied *<.that amiable'vir- 
<< tue of temperance,'* which will teach you to guard 
againft fuch a ufe of meats and drinks, as indifpofesthc 
body for the fervicc df the foul ; or fuch an indulgenxrc 

-in either, as will rob you flf that precious jewel, your 
time, or-occafion an expence beyond whaiyour circum- 

'ftauces will admit, and beyond what will confift with 

. tho/e liberalities to the poor which your relation and 

theirs to God and each other will require. In fliort, you 

will guard againlt whatever has a tendency to increafe a 

M fen- 
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fenfual difpofitfon ; againft whatever would alienate the 
foiil from communion with, God, and i^buld diminifli 
its zeal and adlivity in his fervice. 

$.16. The 'divine philofophy of the Blcffed Jefus 
\vill alfo teach you *« a contented temper/' It. will mo- 
derate your defires of thofe worldly enjoyments, after 
which .many feelfuch an infatiablc third, ever growing 
with indulgence and excefs. You will guard againft 
an immoderate card about thofe* things, which would 
lead you into a forgetfulnefs of your heavenly inheri- 
tance. If providence difappoint your undertakings, you 
will fubmit. If others be more profperous, you will 
not envy tliem; but ratW will be thankful for what 
God is pleafed tp beftow upon them, as well as for 
what he gives you. No unlawful methods will be ufed, 
to alter your prefent condition 5 and whatever it is, 
you will endeavour to make the beft of it ; remeaibring, 
it is what infinite wifdom and goqdnefs have appointed 
you, and that it is beyond all comparifon better than 
you have deferved; yea, that the very deficiencies and 
inconveniences of it may conduce to the improvement 
of your future and compleat happincfs. 

§. 17. With contentment, if you are a difciple csf 
Cl^rift, ^ you will join patience too,' and in patience 
will poifeisyour fouls (d). You cannot indeed be quite 
infenHble, either of affliftions^ or of injuries; but your 
mind will be calm and compofed under them, and iieady 
in the profecution of proper duty, tho' affliftrons prefe, 
,and tho' your hopes, your deareil hope§, and profpe£ls 
be delayed. Patience will prevent rafh and hafty con- 
cliifionft, and fortify- you againft feeking irregular me- 
thods of relief; difpofing you in the,mean time, till 
God fii^U be pleafed to ^p£f ar Cor you, to go on steadi- 
ly in the wjiy of your duty ; committing ydurfelf to him 
in well doing (c). You will alfo be careful, that pa- 
tience may have its perfciS work (d), ^nd prevail in pro- 
portion to thofe circumstances which demand its pecu- 
liar txercife. For instance, wheii the fucceilions of evil 
\nre long and various, fo that deep calls to deep, and all 

God's 
[b JLvlc xii,i9. (c)i Pct.iv. 19. [<3] Jam. i.4. 
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God's waves and billows fcem to be going oVer you 
One after another (e)^ when God touches you in the 
molt tender part ; when the reafons of his; conda£l to 
you are quite unaccountable ; when your natural fpirits 
are weak and decayed 5 when unlawful methods of rc- 
drefs feem near andeafyj ft ill your reverence* for the 
wi'l of your heavenly Father will carry it againft all„ 
and keep you waiting quietly for deliverance in his own 
time and way. 

t^. B. If this chapter feem too long to he read at once^ 
it may be properly divided here. 

$* 18. I have thus led you into a brief review of 
die chriftian temperj with refpefl to Godj and ourfelves: 
Peitoit me now to add, « that the gofpel will teach yoa 
« another fet of very important leffons with refpeft to> 
* your fellow-creatures.* They are all fummed up in 
this, * Thou (halt love thy neighbour as thyfelf (f),; and 
« whatfoever thou wouldft (that is, whatfoever thou 
^ couldfl: in an exchange of circumflances^ fairly and rea« 
« fonably defire,) that others fliould do Hinto thee, dp 
•thou likewife the fame unto^ them (g\' The religion of 
the blefled Jefusj- when it triumphs in your foul, will 
conquer the predominancy of an irregular felf-love, and 
* will tieach you candidly and.tenderly to look upo.n your 
neighbour as another felf. As you are fenfible of your 
own rights, you will be fenGble of his ; as you fupport 
your own character,, ybu will fupport his. You will de- 
fire his welfare, and be rea/ly to relieve his neceffity, 
as you would have your own confulted by another. You 
will put the kindeft conftru£lion upon his dubious words 
and anions. You will take pleafure in his happinefs, 
you will feel his diftrefs, in forae meafure as your own. 
And mod happy will you be, when this obvious rule 
is familiar to your mind, wHen this golden law is 
written upon your heart; and when it is habitually 
and i^Tipartially confulted by you, upon every occafion^ 
whether great or fmall. 

M 2 §• ip« 
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5. 19. The gofpel will alfo teach yoa, to put on 
« roeeknefs (hyV not only, with rcfpedl to Godr^fubmit- 
ting to the authority oF his word, and- the difpofal of 
his providence, as was urged before ; but alfo with re- 
gard to your brethren of mankiiid. Its gentle inftruc- 
tions will form you to calmnefs of temper under in- 
juries and provocations^ fo.that you may not be angry 
without or beyond jult caufe. It will engage you to 
guard your words, Idt you provoke and exafperate thofc 
you fliould rather fludy by love to gain, and by tender- 
nefs to heal. Meeknefs will render you flow in ufing 
any rough and violent methods, ifthcycanby any means^- 
be lawfully avoided ; and ready to admit, and even to 
propofe a reconciliation, after they have been entered 
into, if tliere niay yet be hope of fuccerding. So far as 
this branch of the chridian temper prevails in your 
heart, yoU will take care to avoid every thing, which 
might give unnecefTary offence to others; you will be- 
have yourfelf in a modeft manner, according to your 
ftations ; and it will work, both ^vith regard to fuperi-- 
6r« and inferb'rs j teaching you duly to honour the one 
and not to overbear or opprefs, to grieve or infult the 
other. And in religion itftlf, it vviUreih-ain all immo-- 
derate falliesand harihcenfufes; and willcommanddown 
that wrath of man ;< which inilead of working, fo often-, 
oppofes the righteoufnefs of God (i), and fhamcs and 
wounds that good caufe, in which it is boiftcroufly and ' 
furioufly engagcid. 

j. 20. With this is naturally connefVed • a peaceful 
♦difpofition.* If you are a chrillian indeed, you will ^ 
have fuch a value and efiieem for peace, as to endea- 
vour to obtain and to preferve it, ab much as lieth in 

you (k), as much as you fairly andl onourabiy can. 

This will have fuch an inilucnce upon your conduc):, 
as to make you, not only cautious ot giving oiRhCft, and 
flow in taking ir, but earnedly dcfirous to regain pc^cc 
as foon as may be, when it is in any meafarc broken ;. 
that the wound may be healed, wliile it is green, arid 
bcforeit,begm$ to rankle and feftcr. Ana mere eipe- 

cially 
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daily thisdifpofition will engage you, to keep the unity 
of the fpirit in the bond of peace (1), with all that in 
every place call on the name of our Lord Jcfus Chrift 
(m) \ whom if* you truly love, you will alfo love all 
thofe, whom you have reafon to believe to be his dif- * 
ciples and fervants. 

J. a I. If you be yourfelves indeed of that number, 
•* you will s^lfo put on bowels of mercy (o)/' The mcf-- 
cies of God, and thofe x)f that blefled Redeemer, will' 
work oti your heart, to mould it to fentiments of com- 
pafBon and generolity> fo that you willfeelihe wants, 
and forrows of others ; you will defire to relieve their 
neceffities, and, as you have opportunity, you will do 
good, both to their bodies and their fouls; expreflin^. 

four kind afie£lions in fuitable actions, which may 
oth evidence their fincerity, and render them effeftual. 
{, 22. As a chriftian, " you will alfo maintain truth 
<* inviolable," not only In your folen-in teftimonies, when 
confirmed by an oath, but likewife in common conver- 
fation. You will remember too, that your proraifes bring 
'an obligation upon you, which you are by no means at 
liberty to break thro*. On the whole, you will be care- 
ful to keep a ftri£l correfpondence between your words 
and your a£tion$, in fuch a manner as becomes a fer- * 
yant of the God of truth. 

$. 23. Once morfe, as.amidll the ftrifteft care to ob-' 
ferve all the divine precepts, you will ftill find many' 
imperfections, on account of which you will be obliged • 
to pray, that God would not enter into flricfl judgment 
with you, as well knowing that in his light you cannot 
be jullified (0); *• you will be careful not to ju.lge o^ 
thers, in fuch a manner as {hbuld awaken the feverity 
of his judgment againft yourfclf (p). You will not, . 
therefore, judge them pragmatically, that is, when you 
have nothing to do with their aftions j nor raflily, with- 
out enquiring into circumftances ; nor partially, without 
weighing them attentively andiairly j nor uncharitably^, 
putting the word conftruftion upon things in their own < 
M 3 nature* 
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nature dubious, deciding upon intentions as evil, farther 
than they appear certainly to be fo, pronouncing on the 
ftate of men, or on the whole of their charadler, from 
any particular a£tien, and involving the innocent with- 
the guilty. There is a moderation contrary to all thefe 
ext reams, which the gofpel recommends j and if you 
receive the gofpel in good earned into your hearfj it will 
lay the ax to the root of fuch evils as tnefe. 

§• 24 Having thus briefly illaftrated the, principal 
branches of the chrrftian temper and chatafter, Ifhall 
conclude the reprefentatioh, with reminding you of 
" feme general qualifieaiions, which muft be mingled 
•with all, and give a trnfture to each of them 5 fuch aa^ 
flncerity, tendernefs, zeal, and prudence.'* 
. J. 25. Always remember, " that fincerity is the very 
fool of true religion.** A fingle intention to pleafe God' 
and to approve ourfelves to him, muft animate and go- 
vern all that Ve do in it. Under the influence of thia> 
principle, you will impartially enquire into every inti-- 
mation of duty, and apply to the praftice of it fo far 
as it is known to you. Your heart will be engaged^ 
in all you do. Your condudt in private and in 
fecret, will be agreeable to 'your moft public bchavi— ^ 
our. A fenfe of the divine authority will teach you, to 
efteem all God's precepts concerning, all things to be- 
right, and to hate every falfe way (q). 

§v 26. Thus are you in flmplicity and godly fincerity 
to have your converfatxon in the world (r). And *•* yoo 
are alfo to charge it upoti your foul, to be fledfaft and - 
immoveable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord (^).*' There muft not only be fome fadden fits 
and ftarts of devotion, or of fomething which looks 
like it ; but religion muft be a habitual and permanent 
thing. There muft be a purpofe to adhere to it at all 
times. It muft be made the ttated and ordinary bufi* 
neft of life. Deliberate and prefumptuous fins muft be 
carefully avoided ; a guard muft be maintained againft^ 
the common infirmities in life; and falls of one kind 
or of another muft be matter of proportionable humi- 
liation before^ God, and muft occafion renewed refolu— 
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rion for his fcrvicc. And thus you are to go on to the 
end of your life, not difcouraged by the length and dif- 
ficulty of the way, not allured on the one hand, or ter- 
rified on the other, by all the various temptations which 
may furround and affault you. Your foul muftbe fixed 
on thisbafis and you are (till to behave yourfelf as one 
who knows he ferves an unchangeable God,, and ^ho 
experts from ^ him a kingdom which cannot be nroved 

(0- ' 

§^ 2'j\ Again, fo far asth^gofpel prevails in your 
heart, *^* your fpirit will be tender; and the ftone w411 be 
transformed into flefti.'* - You will defire, that your ap- 
prehenfipn of divine things may be quick, your affec- 
tions ready to take proper imprelfions, your confciencc 
always eafily touched, and, on the whole, your refolu*- 
tlons pliant to thetiivine authority, and cordially willing 
to be, and to do,- whatever God (hall appoint. You 
•will have a tender regard to ^he word of God, a tender 
caution againft fiH,a tender guard againft the fnar^s of 
profpcrity, a tender fubmilTion toGod's afRifting hand^ 
In a word, you will be tender^ wherever the divine ho- 
nour isconccrnedj and careful, neither to do any thin^ 
yourfelf, nor to allow any thing in another, fo far as 
you can influence, by- which God fliould be ofifended, or 
religion reproached* 

5. 28r Nay more than all this, you will, fofar astr^e 
chriftianity govern^ in your mindi *< exert an holy^zeai 
in the fervice of your Redeemer and your Father." You 
^ill be zcaloufly affe£led in every good thing (u), in 
J^roportion to its apprehended goodnefs and importance. 
You will be zealous efpecially>- to. correft what is irre- 
gular in yourfelvcs, and to aft to the utmoft-ofyour 
ability for the caufe of God. ' Nor will you be able to 
look with art indifferent eye on the conduft of others in 
this view? But fofar as charity, mceknefs and prudence 
^ill admit, you wilfteftify your difapprobatioii of every 
thing in it, which is diflionourable to God, and injuri- 
ous to men. And you. will labour not only to reclaim 
men from fuch courfes, but to engage them to religion^ 
ftfuLto quicken them in it. $. 2p» 
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$• 29. And once more, You will defire. << to ufc ihc 
'* prudence which God nath given you,'* in judging:* 
what is, in prefent circiimftances, your duty to God, . 
your neighbour and yourfelf j What will be, on the 
whole, the mod acceptable manner X)f difcharging it, 
and how far it may be moft advantageoufly purfued'; 
as remembring, that he is indeed the wifeft and the 
happieft man, who by conftant attention of thought dif- 
covers the greateft opportunities of doinggood, and witlv 
ardent and animated refolution breaks thro' every op- 
pofition, that he may improve thofe opportunities. 

$• 30. This is fuch a view of the chriftiaii temper as 
could conveniently be thrown within fuch narrow li- 
mits ; and I hope, it may j^flift many in the great and 
inrportant work of felf-examinaticm. Let your ^wncon-^- 
fcience anfwcr, how far yon have already attained it, 
and how far you defire it ; and let the principal topics 
here touched upon be fixed in your memory and in 
your heart, that you may be mentioning them before 
God in your daily addrefles to the throne of grace, in 
order to receive from him all neceflai^ alfiitances for- 
bringing them into pra£lice. 

A Prayer, chiefly in the Scripture language^ in which the 
feveral branches of the Chriftian Temper are more brief'* 
ly enumeratedy in the order laid down above. 

«*T> LE5SED God, I humbly adore thee, as the great?: 
J3 father of lights, and the giver of -every good and 
every perfect gift (x),i From thee therefore I feek every 
blcfling, and cfpecially thofe, which lead me to thyfelf,". 
and prepare me for the eternal enjoyment of thee. I a- 
dore thee, as the God, who fearche % the hearts and tries 
the reins of the children of men (y).. Search me, O 
Qod and kriowi my heart : Try me, i^nd know my 
thoughts : -See if there be any wicked way in me, and 
lead me in the way everlaftirig (z). May I know what 
manner of fpirit lam of (a), and be preferved from mif- - 
taking, where the error might be infinitely fatal ! 

a May . 

. [x] Jam* i. 17^ [y] Jer.-xvii. JO. (2) Pfel. cxxxix* 23« 24* . 
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** Maylj O Lord| be renewedin the fpirit of my 
mind (b) ! a n*w heart do thou give me, and a new fpi- 
irit do thou put within. me(c) ! make mt partaker of a 
divine nature (d) ; and as h,e who hath called me is ho^ 
ly, may I be holy in all manner of converfation (c) ! 
may the fame mind be in mp which was alfo in Ch rift 
Jefus (f) J may I fo walk even ^s he walked (g)i! deliver 
me from being carnally-hiinded, which is death 5 and 
make me fpiritually-mindedi; fiiice that is life and 
peace (h) ! and mayl^ white I pafs thro' this world of 
fenfe, walk by faith, and not by fight (i); and be ftrong. 
in faith, giving glory to God (k) ! 

*« May thy grace, O Lord, which hath appeared unto 
all men,artd appeared to me, with fuch gloriousevidence 
and luflre^effeftually teach me to deny ungodlinefs and 
VForldly luflf, and to live foberly, righteoufly, and godly 
(1.)! work in mine heart that godlinefs which is profitable 
unto all things (m)j and teach me, by the influences of 
thy bleffed fpirit, to-love thee the Lord my^God, with 
all my heart,and with all my foul,iind with all my mind, 
and with all my ftrength(n)l may 1 yield myfelf unto 
» thee, as alive from the dead (o); and prefent my body a 
living facrifice, holy, and acceptable in thy fight, which 
is my mod reafonable fervice(p)! may I entertain the 
-moft faithful and afFedionateregardstothe blefiett Jefus, 
thinfe incarnate fon, the brightnefs of thy glory, and the 
exprefs image of thy perfon (q) I iho* I have not fc:en 
,him may Move him ; and in him, tho* now I fee him 
not, yet believing may Lrejoce with joy unfpcakable and 
fully of glory(r): Aiid may the life which I live in the 
fleih, be daily by chc faith of the fon of God(s) ! may I 
be filled with tht fpirit (t)^ and-may i be led by it (u)i 
andfo niay it bejcviJent to orfuu\s,.aiid efpecially to my 
cwirfoulj rhatlam ^ rh':d >f God, and an heir of glory ! 
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14a relating to the Chrifiian Tempir. Chap# 141 

Abba Father (x) ! majr he work iii me, aa the fpirit 
of love, and ofpowerj'and of a found mind ^y) ; that I 
may add to my faith, virtne [2] ! may Lbe llrong, and 
very courageous (a), and quit myfelf like a man^b^t 
and like a chrifiian in the work to which I am called, 
and in that warfare, which t had in view, when I lifted 
under the banner of thegreat Captain of my falvation V 

*< Teach me, O Lord, Terioufly to confider the nature '' 
of my own foul, and fo fet a fuitable value upon it ! may 
I labour not only, or chiefly,'for the meat that peri(h* 
eth, but for that which end ureth to eternal life(c)may 
I humble myfelf under thy mighty hand, and be cloth* 
ed with humility (d); decked with the ornament of a 
meek and quiet fpirit, which in the fight of God is of 
great price (e)! May I be purein heart, that I may fee 
Go6{ ij\ mortifying my members which are on earth (g) 
fo that if a right eye oiFend me, I may pluck it out, and. 
if a right hand offend me, I may cut itoff(h}! may I be 
temperate in all things (i)i content with fuch things as I 
have(k)y and inflruded to be fo in whatfoever ftate I 
am (1)4 may patience alfo hffvejts perfe£b work in me, 
that I may be it: that refpe^l compleat and wanting no- 
thing (m) I 

" Form me, O Lord, I bcfeech thee, to a proper tem- 
per toward my fellow-creatures ! may I love my neigh- 
> bour as myfelf(n}; and w^atibever I would that others 
fhould do unto me,mayIalfo do the fame unto them(o)! 
may I put on meeknefs (p) under the greateft injuries' 
and provocations ; and if it be poffible, as much as^ 
Keth in me, may I live peaceably with all men (q) ! may 
lbe merciful, as my Father in heaven is merciful(r)! may 
I fpeak the truth from my heart (s); and may I fpeak it in 
love(t) 5 guarding againft every inftance of a cenforious 
and malignant difpofition; and taking care, not to judge 
feverely, as I would not be judged (u) ^ith a fcverit/, 

which 

fxj Rom. viiL 15. (y) » Tim. i. 17. (2) a Pet. i. 5. Taj Tofh. i. 7. 
(b) I Cor xvi. l%, (cj John vi. a?, (d; I Pet. v. 5, 6. [e) i Pet. iii.4» 
IfJ Mat. V. 8. (f,J Col. iii. 5. (hj Mat. v. 49. ZO, JiJ X Cor. ix. aj .- 
Vk) Heb. xiii, 5. (1) Phil. iv. Ii. (m) Jam. 1.4. fnj G»l^ 

▼.14. • [o] Mat. 7.1a. (p) Col. iii. la. q Rom.xii. 18. 
tl^ukcvi. 36. » PfoUxv. a. t Eph.iv.15. u Mat,vii.x. 
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which thouy Lord) knoweft^ and which mine own con- 
fcience knows, I (liould not be able to fupport ! 

*« I intreat thee, O Lord, to work in me all'thofe 
qualifications of the chriftian temper, which may render 
it peculiarly acceptable to thee, and may prove ornamen- 
tal to my profcffion in the world. Renew I befeech 
thee, a right fpirit with mc(x) % make me an Ifraelite 
indeed, in whom there is no allowed guile(y)! an4 while 
I feaft on Chrift, as my paflbver facrificcd for me, may I 
keep the feaft with the unleavened bread of fincerity 
andtruth(z)! make me, I befeech thee, O thou Almigh- 
ty and unchangeable God, ftedfaft and immoveable, 
always abounding in thy work, as knowing that my la- 
bour ia the Lord (hall not be finally in vain (a)! may 
my heart be tendeF(b), cafily imptefl"ed with thy word 
and providences, touched with an afFe£lionate concern 
for thy glory, and fenfible of every impulfe of thy fpi- 
rit ! may I be zealous for my 'God(c), with a zeal ac- 
cording to knowledge (d) and charity (e) ; and teach me 
in thy fervice, to join the wifdom of the ferpent(f), with 
the boldnefs of the Lion, and the innocence of the dove !, 
Thus render me, by thy grace, a iliining image of my 
dear redeemer ; and/ at length bring n^c to wear the 
bright refemblance of his holinefs and his glory in that - 
world where he dwells ; that I may afcribe cverlafting 
honours to him, and to thee, O thoii father of mercies, • 
whpfe invaluable gift he is, and to thine holy fpirif, 
thro whofe gracious influences I would humbly hope, I 
jnay call thee my father, and Jcfus my fa^iour 1 Amen** 

CHAP. ' 



, [x] Pfal. li. 10. (y) John i. 47. (z) i Cor. v. 7. 8. 
^a] I Cor. XV. 58. (b) 2 Kings xxii. 19. [c] Num,^xv 
13. [d] Rom. X. 2. [ej 1 Cor, xvi. 14*. £f] Mat. x? 
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The teadcr reminded how mu(ih he heeds the aflSftancc 
of the Spirit of God, to form him to .the. tem- 
per defer ibed above, aad what encouragement 
he h s to expeft it. 

Forward refolutzom tnay prove ifieffeBuali f. I. Tet reli^ 
gion is not to be given up indejpair^ hut divine grace fought . 
,§, 2. A general view of of its realiiy and necejjity^ from 
reafon^\. 3. and Scripture. J. 4^The fpirit to be foughty , 
asthefpiritofChrift^^. 5. And in that view ^ the great 

* firength of the foul. §. 6* ^ he encouragement there is to 
hope for ihe communication of itm J. 7. A concluding eX' 
horiattontoprayjorit: {. 8. And an humble addrefs to 
God J putfuant to theft epchortationm 

§. I. T Have now laid before you a pFan of that tem- 
* per and chara£ler, which the gofpel requires, 
• and which, if you are a true chriflian, you willdefire and 
purfue. Surely there is in fhe very defcription of it 
fomething which muft powerfully ftrike every rnind^ 
which has any tafte for what is truly beautiful and C3^cel- 
lent. And 1 queftion not, but you, ^my dear re^deiE^ 
will feel fome impreflion of it upon your heart. You 
will immediately form fome lively purpofe of endeavour- 
ing after it ; and perhaps you may imagine, you (hall 
certainly and quickly attain to it. You fee how rcafon- 
able it is, and what dtrfirable' confequences neccflarily at- 
tend it, and the afpeft which^t bears on your prefent en- 
joyment and your future happinefs ; and therefore arc 
determined, you will aft accordingly^ But give me 
leave ferioufly to remind you, bow many there have 
been, (would to God that feverai of the inftances had not 
happened v ithin the compafs of my own perfonal obfer- 
vation !) whofe goodnefs hath been like a morning cloudy 

/ and 
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atid the «arly dec which fpon pafleth away (a). There 
i^ not room indeed abfolutely to apply the words of To- 
ih^a, taken in the moft rigorous fenfe, when he faia to 
Ifrael-, (that he might htimble their too hafty and fan- 
giiine refolutions,) Ye cannot ferve the Lord (b). But I 
-will venture to fay, you cannot eafily do it. Alas, you 
know not the difBcuhies you have to break thro'; you 
know not the temptations, which Satan will throw in 
your way; you know not how importunate your vain 
and finful companions will be, to draw you back into the 
fnare you may attempt to break ; and above all, joix 
know not the fubtile artifices, which your own corrupti- 
ons will pra£life upon you, in order to recover their do- 
minion over, you. You think the.vicw you now have of 
things will be lalting ; becaufe the principles and ob- 
jects to which they refer, are fo : But perhaps to-morrow 
may undeceive you, or rather deceive you anew. To- 
nioiYow may prefent fome trifle in a new drefs, which 
ihall amufe you into a for^etfulnefs of all this. Nay, 
perjiaps, before you lie down on your bed, the impreffi- 
ons you now feel may wear off. The corrupt defires of 
your own heart, now perhaps a little charmed down, and 
lying as if they were dead, may fpring up again with new 
violence, as if they had flept only to recruit their vig- 
our ; and if you are not fupported by a better ftrength 
than your own, this ftruggle for liberty will only make 
ydur future chains the heavier, the more (hameful, and 
the more fatal; 

§. 2. AVhatthen is to be done? Is the convinced fin- 
ner to lie down in defpair ? to fay, * 1 am a helplefs cap- 
tive, andbyexeriingmyfelf with violence, may break my 
limbs fooner than my bonds, and increafe the evil I 
would remove.* Gpd forbid ! you cannot I am per- 
fuaded, be fp little acquainted with chrilUinity, as not to 
know, *that the dodirjne of divine afliftances bears a ve- 
ry confiderable part in it/ You have often, I doubt not, 
read of the law of thcfpirit of life in Chrill Jcfu8,as nftk- 
jng us free from the law of fin and death (c) ; and have 
N been 

(.)Hof.vi.4. (b)Joft.xxiv. 1,. Jc|Ro.^S5^fe. 
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:bcen told that thro' the fpirit wc mortify the deeds of the 
Ibody (d) : You have read of doing all things thro' Chrift 
.who ^ircngthcneth us (e) ; whoie grace is fufficient for 
us, and whofc ftrengthis made perfeft in weaknefs (f). 
Permit me, therefore, now to call down your atten- 
tion to this, as a truth of the cleared evidence, and 
ihe utmoft importance. 

§. 3. Reafon indeed, as well as the whole tenor of 
fcripture, agrees with this. * The whole created world 
has a ncccflary dependance on God: from him even the 
knowledge of natural things is derived ^g), and ftill in 
them is to be afcribed to him (h). Much more loudjy 
docs fo. great and excellent a work, as the new-forming 
the human mind, befpeak its divine author. When you 
confider, how various the branches of the chriftian tem- 
per are, and how contrary many of them alfo arc to* 
that temper, which hath prevailed in your heart, and 
j^overned your life in time pall \ ^you muft really fee di- 
vine influences as necciTary to produce and nourifli 
thc:;:^ as the influences of the fun and rain are to call 
•up the variety of plants, and ilowers, and grains, ^r x 
.fruits, by which the earth is adorned, and our lifclup- 
,<pprted. you will yet be more fenfible of this, >if you 
'refleft on the violent oppofition which this happy work 
mult expedi to meet with, of which I ihall prefently 
warn you more largely, and which if you have not al- 
ready experienced, it mult be becaufe you have but 
;very lately begun to think of religion. 

J. 4. Accordingly, if you give yourfelf leave to con- 
fuk fcripture on this head, (and if you would live like a 
xhriltian you muit be confulting it every day, and form- 
ing your nciio isai^daftions by it \) yau will fee, that the 
Mhole terior of it teaches that dependance upon God^ 
which 1 arn now recommending. You will particularly 
jee, that the production of religion in the foul is mattec- 
4jf. divine proini(e ^ that wlxsn it has been cffe<Sed, fcrip-- 

turc 

jfd] Rom. Vili. i> [ej Phil;iv. 13. (f) a Cor. xii. 9. 
(g) Pfal. xciv. 10. (h) Ex. ^Xii. 3, 6. 

' See many of thcfe thoughts much more largely illuft,-ated in tny 
VmhScmo. on Regeneration.- o„„„J,,GoogIe . ' 
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^ture afcribesit to a divine agency; and that the increafe 
of grace and piety in the heart of thofe who arc truly re- 
generate, is alfo fpokep of as the Work of God, who be- - 
gins and carries it on until the day of Jeftis Chrift (i). 

f... 5. In confequence of all thefe views,layitdown to 
yourfelf.as a mo(t certain principle, * that no attempt iiV 
religioais to be made in your own ftrength,' If you for- 
get this, and God purpofes finaUy tofave you, he will 
humble you by repeated difappointmcnts, till he teach 
you better. You wUl.be alhamed of one fcheme and 
effort, and of another, till you fettle upon the true 
bafis. He will alfq probably (hew you, not only in the 
generaU that your ftrength is to be derived from hea- 
ven J but particularly, that it is the office of the blefled 
fpirit, to purify the heart, and to invigorate holy refoluti- 
ons; and alfo, that in all thefe operations he is to be 
conGdered as the fpirit of Chrid, working under his di* 
reflionj and as a vital communication from him, under 
the chara6ier of the great head of the church, the grand 
treafurer and difpenfer of thefe holy and beneficial infiu-* 
ences. On which account it is called the fupply of the 
fpirit of Jcfus Chrift (k), who is exalted at the right' 
hand o^ the father, to give repentance and remiffion of' 
^ns (l)i in whofe grace alSne we can be (Irong (m), 
and of whofe fulnefs we receive, even grace for 
^ace(n). 

J. 6. Refolve therefore ftrenuoufly for t^.e fcrvice of' 
God, and for the care of your foul 5 but * reTolve modefl- 
ly and humbly/ Even the youths (hall faint and be 
weary, and the young men utterly fall ; but they who 
wait on the Lord, are the perfons who renew their* 
flrength (o). ."When a foul is almoll afraid to dedare in- 
the prefence of the Lord, that it will not do this, or that, 
which has formerly offended him j when it is afraid ab- 
folutely to promife, that it will perform this, or that.du- 
ty, with vigour and conflancy ; but only exprcfles, its- 
humbleearneft defire, that it may by grace be enabled to 
avoid the one, or putfue the other; then fo far as my t)b^ 
1^ 2 . fervatron* 

[ij Phil. i. 6. Ol) Phil. i. 10. (ly Ada t. 31. (m) % Tiiu. ii. i. 
[nj John i. 16. (o) Ifa xl. 30, ^i. 
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fcrvation or experience have reached, it is in the beft 
way to Jearn the happy art of conquering temptations^ 
and of difcharging duty» 

§• 7. On the other hand, let not your dependance u- 
pon this fpirit, and your fenfe of your own weaknefs and 
infufficieney for any thirig fpiritually good without hia 
continued aid, difcouragc you from devoting yourfelfta 
God, and engaging in a religious life, con fidefing, "what 
abundant reafon you hare to hope, th&t thefe gracious 
influences will be commuhicated to you," The light of 
nature, at the fame time that it teaches the need we 
have of help from God in a virtuous courfe, may feadiis* 
to eonclude^that fo benevolent a being, who beftows otk 
the nioft unworthy and carelefs part of mankind fb many 
bleffings, will take a peculiar pleafure in communicating 
to fuch as humbly a(k them, thofe gracious afflfiances, 
vhich may form their deathlefs foul^ into his own rc- 

^ femblance., and fit them for that happtnefs to which thcif 
rational nature is fuited, and for which it was in its firft 
conflilution intended. The word of God will mucb 
more abundantly confirm fuch an hope. You there' hear 
divine virifdom crying, even to thofe who had long trifled 
with herinftruftions, turn ye at my reprOof,and I would 
poufout my fpirit upon you (p). You hear the Apoftle 
faying, let us come boldly to the throne of grace^that.we 
may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in every time, 
of need (q). Yea, you there hear our Lord himfelf urg- 
ing in this fweet and convincing manner.; if ye being 
evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children^ 
how much more ihall your heavenly father give his holy 
fpirit unto them that afk him (r)? This gift and promife 
of the fpirit was given unto Chrift, when he afcended up 
on high, in ttuft for M his true difciples. God hath 
flied it abroad abundantly upon us in him(s). And I may- 
add, that the vjery delire you feel after the farther com- 
munication of the fpirit, is'the refultof th6 firft fruit* 
of it already given : So that you may with peculiar pro- 
priety interpret it as a fpecial call, to ope« your mouth 
~~ wide 

• 

Cp] Prov. I 23» (^) Hcb. iv. 16. (r) i Luke xi. 13. Cj^ Tit,Ju. 6, 
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vyid€| that he may fill it (t). You third, and therefore 
ydu may chearfuUy plead, that Jefus hath invited you to' 
conie unto him and drink ; with a promife, not only that 
youfliall drink if you come unto him, but aMb that out 
of your belly fhall flow, as it were, rivers of living water" 
for the edification and refreftiment of others (u). 

J. 8. Go forth' therefore, with humble chearfulnefs' 
to the profecution of all the duties of the chriftian life 
Go, and profper; in the ftrength of the Lord, making 
mention of ^i^ righteoufnefs, and of his only (x). And 
as a token of farther communicatibns, may your heart be 
quickned to the moft earneft defires, after the bleflings 
I have now been reopmmending td your purfuit! may 
jrou beftirred up to pour out your fotil before God, in 
fucbholy breathings as thefe 1 and may they be your dai- ' 
ly language in his* gracious prdence ! 

^//^i»*A» Supplication j^/^^ Itrfluences j/^Divine Grac^ ' 
Uform andjirengthen Reltgktt in the Soul. 

« TDLESSED God! Ifihcetely acknowledge before 
' J3 thee mine own weaknefsand inf«fficiency fo^a- ' 
ny thing that is fpiritually good. I have experienced it 
a thoufand times ; and yet my foolifh heart would again 
truft itfclf (y), and form refolutions in its own ilreiigth. 
.But let this be the firft fruits' of thy gracious influence 
upon it, to bring it to an humble diitruft of itfclf, and to ' 
a repofe on thee \ 

«* Abundantly do I rejoice, OLord, in'tlie kind af- 
furances which thou gu'eft me, of thy readinefs to be- 
llow liberally and richly fo great a benefit. I do there- * 
fore, according to thy condefcfending invitation^ corae 
with boldncfs to the throne of grace, that I may find ^ 
grace to help in every time of need (z), I mean not, O " 
L6rd God, to turn thy grace into wantonnefs or p^rverfe- 
nefs (a), or to make my weakncfs an excufe for negli- 
gerice and floth,. I confefs, thou hafl already given me 
more ftrength than I have ufed ; and I charge- it upoJt 
N 3 • myfck ' 

(t)'Pfal.lxsxi. 10. (u) John vii. 37. 38. (x) Pfaf. Ix.xi. l6. 
[y). I'lro, XXV iii/ %(f^ (z; Hvb* iv, 461 (aj Jude vcr. 4. 
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1^0 A fnpplicatton for divine grace. Chap. 15. 

myfelf, and not on thee, that I have not long fince re- 
ceived ftill moVe abundant fupplies. I dcfire for the fu- 
ture to be found diligent in the ufe of all appointed 
means \ in the negleft of. which, I well know, that peti- 
tions like thefe would be a prophane mocicery» and might 
much more probably provoke thee to take away what I 
have, than prevail upon thee to impart more* But firm- 
ly refolving to exert myfelf to the utmoft, I earneftly in- 
treat the communications of thy grace^ that I may be 
enabled to fulfil that refolution. 

<< Be furely, O Lord, unto thy fervant, for good (b)! 
Be pleafed to fhed abroad thy fanftifying influences on 
my foul, to form me for every duty thou- requirell ! 
Implant, 1 befccch thee, every grace and virtue deep irt 
mine heart \ and maintain the happy temper in the midd 
ofthofe afiaults, from within and from without, to which 
I am continually liable, while I am dill in this world, 
and carry about with mq fo many infirmities! Fill my 
bread, I befeech thee, with good affedlions, towards thee 
my God, and towards my fellow-creatures I Remind mc 
always of thy pre fence ; and may I remember, that 
every Tecret fentiment of my foul is open to thee \ May 
I therefore guard ^ainft the firft rifings of fiti, and the 
firil approaches to it 1 «nd that Satan may not find room 
for his evil fuggefUons, I crarneilly beg,, thou, Lord^ 
wouWfl fill my heart by thine holy fpirit, and tak^ up 
thy refidence there ! Dwell in me, and walk with mc 
(c) ; and let my body he the temple of the hdy GholKi. 

*' May I be fo joined to Cbrift Jefus my Lord> as X^ 
be one fpirit with him (e), and feel his invigorating in-* 
fluences continually bearing mc on> fuperior to every 
temptation, and to every corruption ! That while the 
youths {hall faint and be weary, and the young men ut- 
terly fall, I may fo wait upon the i«ord, as to renew my 
llrength (f) j and may go on from one degree of f^ith^ 
and love, and zeal, and holiuefs to another, till I ap<-^ 
pear perfedl before thee in Zion, (g), to drink in im* 

mortal 

fM T^r.'. c\*x \r%. . icS' 1 Cdr vi. i6' f.-^i x Covr vi. ijit. 



Chap. x6. Thi difficuAies that attend rertgtom 15! 

fnottal vigour and joy, from thee, as the etcrlafting 
fountain of both, thro' Jcfus Chrift my Lord, in whom 
I have rtghteoufnefs and tttcngth (h), and to whom t 
tiefire ever to afcribethe praifc of all raioc improvcmeuts 
in both! Amen. 

fhj Ifeiah xW. 24. 
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The Chriftian Convert warned of, and animated a- 
gaind, thofe Difcoutagements which he muft et- 
pe£i to meet with, when entering on a rehgiow) 
Courfe. 

Cfcr£/f has injhv&ed his difcipks to expe3 oppofition and 
difficulties in the iff ay to heaven. $» i. Therefore j (I.) 
A more particular view of them is taken^ as art/ing^ ( i ,) 
FrwH tlje remainders of indwelling Jin, §. 2. (2.) From 
tie worlds and efpeciaUy from former Jinful compahi^ 
ons. §. 3. (3.) rrom the temptations andfuggefiionsof 
Satan, §■ 4. (IL) Thechriftian is animated and encoun- 
aged by various confide rations to oppofe tl^m ; particularly 
by the prefence ofGod^^ the aids of Chrifl^ the example of 
otbersy who^ t%o^ feebk^ have conquered^ and the crovsn 
of glory to he e»pe6fed^ ^ S*^' "^herefore^ tho- apojiacy 
would be infinitely fatidy the ehrifii&fr may prefs on cheer^ 
fully m J« 7- Accordingly the Jbufy alarmed b^thefe views 
is reprefinted as committing itftlfto God\ i» the prayer 
which concludes the chapter*. 

f. I. "TXT^^ ^^ utmoft ptopt:iety has o«r divine 
\\ mafter4:e^ircd usj to llrive to enter in 
at the ftrait gate (a) v thereby (as it fecms) inthnatirtg^ 
tiot only that the paffage is narrow, but that it is befet 
with enemies J befet on the right haPnd,and-on the IcfV, 
^idi enemies cunning and formidable.' And be afTurcd, 

O 

f*) iMkt till 24^ ^ T 
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jj2 ^lefoul in danger firom indioeltutgjin^ Chap. 1 6* 

reader, that whatever your circumftances in life are, 
▼ou muft meet and encounter them. It will therefore 
be your prudence, to furvey them attentively in your 
own refleftionSj that you may fee what you are to ex« 
pe£V \ and may confider in what armour it is neceiTary; 
you fhould be clothed, and with what weapons you, 

, muft be furniOied to manage the combat. You have of- 
ten heard them marflialled, as it were, under three great* 
leaders, the flefti, the world, and the- devil \ and accor- 
ing to this diftribution, I wouid call you to conlider the ' 
forces of each, as fetting themfelves in array againft 
you. Oh that you may be excited to take to yourfelf 
the whole armour of God,(b), and to acquit yourfelf* 
like a man (c), and a<:hri{lian ! 

§.2. Let your confciencc anfwer, whether you do* 
not carry about with you a corrupt, and degenerate na- 
ture ? You will, I doubt not, feel its efiefts. You wiH 
fee), in the language of the Apoftle, (who fpeaks of it as 
Ae cafe of chriftians themfelves,) the flefhluAing againft 
the fpirit, fo that you will not be^ able^ in all inftances, ^ 
to do the things that you would (d)^ You brought irre- - 
gttlar propenilties into the world along with you i and 
you have fo often indulged- thofe (inful inclinations, that ' 
you have greasy incrcafed their ftrength) and you will' 
find in confequence of it, that thefe habits -cannot be" 
broke thro* without'great difficulty. You will, no doubt, 
often recolleft, the llrong figures, in which the Prophet 
defcribeh a cafe like yours; and you wiH own, that it 
is jultly reprcfented by that of an Ethiopian changing, 
his (kin, and the Leopard his fpots(e). It is indeed pof- 
fiblc,thatat firft you may find fuch an edge and eagernefs - 
upon your fpirits, as may lead you to imagine that all 
oppoTition will immediately fall before you. But alas, 

1 fear, ^hat in a little time thefe enemies which feem- 
ed to be flain at your feet, .will revive, and recover 
their weapons, and renew theaflault in one form or a- 
fiother. And perhaps your moft painful combats may be 
with fuch as you had thought moft eafy to be van*' 

quiihedf^* 
(b) %\\i Vi. 13- [c) I Cor. xvj. I jt. fd] GsJ, v. I /# 

[c)Jer, xiii.2^» 
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Chap. itf. andfrom the $pJ^JtthH of the vsofffU. 153 

quiflicd, and your greateft danger may arifa from fome 
of thofc enemies from whom you apprehended the leaft ; 
particularly from pride, and from indolence of fpirit \ 
from a fecret alienation of heart from God, and from 
an indifpoficion for con?erfing with him^ thro' an im- 
' moderate attachment to things fcen and temporal, which 
may be oftentimes exceeding dangerous to your falVa- 
tion,.tho' perhaps they be not abfolutely and uniTcr* 
fally prohibited^ In a thoufand of thefe inftances, yoa 
niuft learn to deny yourfelf, or you cannot be Chriftfs 
difciples (f). 

$•3. You muft alfo lay your account, to find great 
difficulties from the world ; from its manners, cuAomSy 
and examples. The things of the world will hinder 
you one way, artd the n»en of the world another. Per*- 
haps you may nject with much lefs affiftance in religion^ 
than you are now ready to exped from good men} 
The prefcm generation of them is generally fo cautious 
to avoid every thing that looks like odentation, and^ 
there feemsfomething fo unfupportaWy dreadful in the 
charge of enthuilafm, that you will find mod of your 
chriltian brethren ft^dying to conceal their virtue and 
their .piety, much more than others (ludy to conceal- 
their vice and their prophancnefs. But while, unlefs 
'your fituation be Angularly happy, you meet with very 
' little aid one way, you will, no doubt, find great op- 
pofition another. The enemies of religion will be bold 
and adlive in their aflaults, while many of its friends 
feem unconcerned : And one finner will probably exert 
himfclf more to corruf)t you, than ten chridians, to fe- 
cure and fave you. They, who have on<:e been your 
companions in fin, wiJl try a thoufand artful methods 
to allure you back again to thdr forfaken fociety : Som« 
of them, perhaps, with an appearance of tender fond- 
nefs } and many more by the almod irrefillible art of 
banter and ridicule: That boaded ted of right and 
wrong, as it has been wantonly called, wiil be tried up- 
on you, perhaps without any regard to decency, orcven 
SQ couunon humanity. You will be derided and in* 

fulted 
[fj Mtttth. XV ^4, 
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I J4 *^^^^ w/iy lahour to Jifire/s the foul Chap, i 6^ 

fultedbythofe^whofe efteem and affcaion you qaturallf 
defire ; and may 6nd much more propriety than you 
imaginci in that expreflion of the Apoftle, the trial of 
cruel mockings (g) which fome fear more than either ♦ 
fword or flames. This pcrfe(fution of the tongue you 
muil expe£l to go thro'^ and perhaps may be branded 
as a lunatic, for no oth^r caufe, tlian that you begin to 
cxercife your reafon to purpofe, and will not join with 
thofe that are deilroying their own fouls, in their wild 
career of folly and madnefs. 

$. 4, And it i$ not at all improbable, that in the mean 
time Satan may be doing his utmoft to diicourage and 
diflrds you. He will no doubt, raife in your imagina- 
tion the mod tempting idea of the gratifications, the 
indulgences, and companions, you are obliged to 
forfake ; and give you the moll difcouraging and ter- 
rifying view of the difficulties, feverities, and dangers^ 
which are (as he will perfuade you,) infeparable from 
religion. He will not fail to reprefent God himfelf 
the fountain of goodnefs and happinefs, as an hard 
mafter whom it is impoffible to pleafe. He will per- 
haps fill you with the moll diftrefsful fears, and with 
cruel and infolent malice glory over you as his flave, 
when he knows you are the Lord's freeman. At one 
time he will (I'udy by his vtle ftiggeflions to interrupt 
you in your duties, as if they gave him an additional 
power over you : At another time he will endeavour to 
weary you of your devotion, by influencing you to pro- 
long it to an immoderate and tedious length, leifc his 
power fhould be exerted upon you when it ccafes. In 
ihorr,this praflifed deceiver hasartificcs, which it would 
require whole volumes to difplay, with particular cau- 
tions againft each. And he will follow you with ma- 
licious arts and purfuits to the very end of your pil- 
grimage; and will leave no method unattempted, which 
may be likely to weaken your hands, and to iadden 
your heart \ that if, thro' the gracious interpoQtion of 
God, he cannot prevent your final happinefs, he 
may at lead impair your peace and your ufefulnefs, as 

*\ are paiCng to it. 

(g)HcKxi;i<. 
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Chap« i 6. yet ^as hejltll enough to encourage him. 1 5 5 

s 

§. 5. This is what the people of God feef; and what 
you will feel in fome degree or other, if you have your 
lot and your portion among them. But after all, be not 
difcouraged^ Chrift is the captain of your falvation (h). 
It is delightful to confidcr him under this view. When 
we take a furvey of thefe hofts of enemies, we may 
lift up our head amidft them all, and fay, more and 
greater is he that is with us, than all tfiofe that are a- 
gaind us (i). Truft in the Lord, and you will be like 
mount Zion, which cannot be removed, but abidethfor 
ever(k). Whert your enemies prefs upon you, remem- 
ber you are to fight in the prefence of God (1). Endea^ 
vour therefore to aft a galkint and a refolute part : 
Endeavour to refift them ftedfaft in the faith (m). Re- 
member^ he can give power tp the faint, and increafe 
ftrength to them that have no might (n). He hath done 
it in ten tboufand inftances already ^ and he will do it 
in ten thoufand more. How many llriplings have con- 
quered their gigantic foes in all their moll formidable 
armour, when they have gone forth again ft them, tho' 
tut as it were with a ftaff and a fling, in the name of 
the hdrd Go'd of Ifrael (o). How many women and 
children have trodden down the force of the enemy, and 
out of weaknefs have been made ftrong (p) ! 

$. 6. Amidft all the oppofition of earth and hell, look 
upward, and look forward j and you. will feel your 
heart animated by the view. Your General is neat? 
He is near to aid you; He is near to reward you. 
When you feel the temptation prefs the hardeft, think 
of him who endured even the crofs itfelf for your refcue. 
View the fortitude of your divine leader, and endea- 
vour to march on in his fteps. Hearken to his voice, 
for he proclaims it a)oud, behold, I come quickly, and 
my reward is with me (q) : Be thou faithful unto death 
and I will give thee a crown of life (r). And Oh how 
ixright v^ill it fhine i and how long will its luftre laft ! 
When the gems that adorn the crowns of monarchs, 
' and 

/'h)Hcb. ii. 10, [i] aKmg«vi.i6. f k j Pfal. cxxv. i. 

(J) Zech. X. 5* [mj I Pet. V. 9. (q/ Ifa. xl. 29. 

£oJ I Sam. xvii. 40, 4i« (P) Hcb. xL 34^ X<i) Revi xxii. 1%' 
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1^6 The fiul alarmed hythtfe views. *^^ Chap. \6^ 

and pftfs (inftruftive thought !) from one royal head to 
anoiber thro- fucce^ing centuries, arc melted down 
in the lad flame, it k a crown of glory which fadeth 
not away (s) 

§. 7. It is indeed true> that inch a$ turn afide to 
ciooked paths, will be led forth with the workers of in- 
iquity (t) to that terrible execution, which the divine 
' juftice is preparipg for them \ and it would have bew 
better for them not to have known the way of righteouf- 
ncfs, than after having known it, to turn afide from the 
holy commandment (u). But I would, by divine grace, 
hope better things of you (x). And I make it my hearty 
prayer for you, my reader, that you may be kept by the 
mighty power of God, kept as in a garrifon, on all 
fides fortified, ip the fecureft manner> thro' faith unto 
falvatxon (y). 

^hefoiil alarmed by a fenfe of thefe dijffkulties^ committirtg 
iifelfto a divine protetiion. 

** "O J^ESSED* God, it is to thine Almighty power 
fj that I flee. Behold me furtounded with diffi- 
culties and dangers, and ftretch out thine omnipotent 
arm to fave me ; O thou that fayefl by thy right hand 
them that put their truft in thee, from thofe that rife 
up againft them (z) ! This day do I folemnly put myfelf 
under tl)y protedion : Exert thy power in my favour, 
and permit me to make, the fliadow of thy wings my 
refuge (a) ! Let thy grace be fufficient for me, and thy 
■ ftrength be made perfeft in my weaknefs (b)! I dare 
not fay, I will never forfake thee ; and I will never deny 
thee (c) ; hut I hope, I can truly fay, O Lord, I would 
not do it 5 and that according to my prefent apprehen- 
fion and purpofe, death would appear to me much lefs 
terrible, than, in any willful and deliberate inftance to 
offend thee. Oh root out (hefe corruptions from my 
heaxt, which in an hgy^r of prefBng temutation might 

incline 

(ey I Pet. 5. 4. [t] Pfal. cxxv. 5. fu]'a Pet. ii. ar. 

(x) Heb. vi 9. (7I l Pet. i. 5. \z\ Pljil. xvih 7. 

ia} Pial. Ivii. 1. (b; » Cor. x/i. 9. -t^JMark^xjT. 31. 
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Chap. 1 5. commits itfelf to God in prayer. i^^ 

incline mc to view things iri a diflcrent light, and fo 
might betray mc imo the hand of the enemy ! ftrcngthen 
my faith, O Lord, and encourage my hope ! infpire me 
with an heroic refolution in oppafing every thing that 
lies in my. way to heaven; and let me fet my face like 
a flint (d), againft all the aflaults of earth and hell ! If 
finners entice me, let me not coilfent (e): if they in- 
/ultmc, let me not regard it j if they threaten me, let 
me not fear ! Rather may a holy and ardent, yet pru- 
dent and Well^overncd zeal, tJtke occafion from that 
malignity of heart which they difcover, to attempt their 
conviftidn and reformation i At lead, let^me never be 
afliamcd to plead thy caufe agairtft* the moft profane 
xleriders of religion! make me hear joy and gladneft 
in my foul ; and I will endeavour to teach trafgredbrs 
thy ways, that finners may be converted unto thee (f)! 
Tea, Lord, while my fears continue, tho' I fhould ap- 
, prehendrtiyfelf condemned^ I am condemned fo righte- 
•oufly for my own iblly, that I would be thine advocate, 
'tho* againft myfelf. 

Keep me, OLotd, now,-and at all times4 Never let 
me think, whatever age or ftation I attain, that I am 
ilrong enough to mantain the combat without thee i 
nor let me imagine myfelf, even in this infancy of re- 
ligion in myfotiUfo weak, that thou canft tiot fuppoit 
me ! Where-evcr thou leadeft me, there let me follow ; 
and whatever ftation thou appointeft me, there let me 
labour ; there let me maintain the Holy wat againft aH 
the enemies of my falvation., and rather fall in it, than 
bafely abandon it ! 

And thou, O glorious Redeemer, the captain of my 
falvation, ^he great author and finifherof our faith (g), 
when I am in danger of denying thee, as Peter did, look 
upon me with that mixture of majefty and tendernefs 
(h), which may either fecure me from falling, or may 
ipeedily recover me to God and my duty again ! and 
■teach me to take occafion, even from my mifcarriages, 
to humble myfelf more deeply for all that has betu 
amifs, and to redcJuble my future diligence ^n(J cau- 
'tiou! y^men. O CHAP, 

. iA) IXa 1 7, (c) Prov. l.io. (f; Pful. li. 8. I3. Tg] Htb. lii. ,z 
[h] Luke xii. 6j. * igitized by GoOgk 



>I^J« "ihtfiulisurgedtofurrenderitfelf^ Chap. 17. 
C H A P. XVII 



The Chtiftian surged to, and aflifted in, an exprefs A^ 
of Self^dedication to the Service of God. 



She advantages of fuch afurrender are briefly fuggejled^ 
j. I. Advices jor the manner of doing it\ that it be deli-- 
berate ^chearful^ entire ^ and perpetual \ $• 2,3,4. and 
that it be eKpreJfed with fime affeElingff>lemnity. $. 5. -/f 
nvritten infrument to beftgned and declared before God 
atfome feafon of extraordinary devotion fpropofed. J. 6, 7. 
The chapter concludes with a fpecimen of fuch an infhru^ 
tnent^ tbgether with an abJlraSf ofit^ t9 be ufed vjith pro^ 
per and requifite alterations. 

5. I. AS I would hope, that notwithftanding all 
J7\_ the views of oppofition which do or may 
riff, yet in confideration of thofe noble fupports and 
motives which have been mentioned in Ihe two preced- 
ing chapters, you areheartily determined for thefervice 
of God, I would now urge you to make a folemh fur- 
Tender of yourfelf unto it. Do not only form fuch a 
purpofe in youjr heart, . but exprefly declare it in the di- 
vine prefence. Such folemnity in the manner of doing 
it, is certainly very reafonable in the nature of things; 
and fure it is highly expedient, for binding to the Lord 
iuch a 'treacherous heart, as "we know our own to be. — 
It will be pleafant to refleft upon it, as done at fuch 
and fuch a time, with fuch and fuch circumftanccs of 
place and method which may ferve to ftrike the memo- 
ry and the confcience. The fenfe of the vows of God 
which are upon you, will ftrengthen you in an hour of 
.temptation ; and the recojleflion may alfp encourage 
your humble boldnef$ and freedom in applying to him^ 
^under the chara^fker and relation of your covenant God 
^nd Father, as future exigencies may require. 
. i jj. 3% Po it therefore, butdo it deliberately. Con/i- 
^ . der 
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Ctiap. X 7 . by an epsprefs oB to thefervice of Ood* i^jf^ 

der, what it is, th^t yoii are to do ; And confider, how 
reaibnable it is, that it fhoirid be done, and done cor- 
dially and chearfuUy i not by conftraint, but willingly 
(a): For in this fenfe,and in every other, God loves a 
chearful giver (b). Now furely there is nothing we 
fhoirlddo with greater chcarfulnefs or more cordial con- 
fent, than making foch ^ furrender of ourfelves to the 
Lord; tpthe God, who created us, who brought us in-; 
to this pleafaht and well furniihed world, who fupport* 
cd us in our tender infancy, who guarded us in the 
thoughtlefs days of childhood and youth, who has hi- - 
therto continually helped, fuftained, and preferved us. 
Nothing can be more reafonable, than that we ftiould- 
acknowledge him, as our rightful o^nei: and our fovc-* 
reign ruler ; ^han that we fhould devote ourfelves to 

^ him 'y aS'Our moil gracious benefactor, and feek him as- 
our fupreme felicityr- Nothing can be more apparently- 
equitable, than that we, the produft of his power, and-^ 
the price of his Son's blood fhould be his, and his fof 
ever. If you (ee the matter in its juft view, it will be 
the grief of your foul, that you have ever alienated your- 
fHf from the bleffed God and his fervicc j fo far will 
you be from wiOilngto continue in that eft^te of aiie- , 
nation another year,. or another day. You will rejoice- 
to bring back to him his revolted creature; and as you 
have in times pall yielded your members as instruments 

. of unrighteoufneis unto fin, you will delight to yield 
yourfelves unto God, as alive from the dead, and to em- 
ploy^your members as instruments of righteoufnefs un- • 
to God (c). 

. 3. The furrender will alfo be as entire, as it i» 
chearful and immediate. AH you are, all you have, and 
all you can do, your time, your polTeffions, your influence 
over others, will be devoted to him, that for the future it ' 
may be employed entirely for him, and to his glory .--*■ 
You will deiire to. keep back nothing from him; but 

I will ferioufly judge, that you are then in the truest and 
noblest fenfe your own, when you aie most entirely his. 
You are alfo on this great occafion, to reffgn all that 

J[a] 1 Pet. V. a; (d) % Cor. ix^ [cj Rom. "vk 13. ; 



t^O B may be expedient to do it in writing. Chap. 17. 

you have to the difpofal of his wife and gracious provi- 
dence ; not only ownir^ his power, but coafenting to 
his undoubted right, to do what he pleafes with you, 
, and ail that he has given you ; and declaring a hj^arty 
approbation of all that he has done,, and of a^I that he 
may farther do. - 

§. 4. Once more let me remind youy. that this fur- 
render muft be perpetual. You mud give yourfelf up 
to God in fuch a manner, ae-nevar more to pretend to- 
be your own, fpr the rights of God are, like his nature, 
eternal and immutable ^ and with regard to his rational 
creatures, are the fame yefterday^ to-day, and forever.^ 

$ 5* I would rather advife and urge, that this dedi« 
cation may be made with all poffible iolemnity. Do it 
in exprefs words. And perhaps, it may be in many- 
cafes mod expedient, as many pious divines have te-^ 
commended, to do it in writing,^ fet yout hand and 
feal to ir, " that on fuch a- day of fuch a month andr 
year, and at fuch a place, on full cpnfideration and 
ferious refle£lion, you came to thia happy refolution,^ 
that whatever others might do, you would fervc the 
Lord(d). 

}. 6. Such an inftrument, you may, if you pleafc 
draW'Up for yourfelf j or if you rather chufe to have 
it drawn up to your hand, you may find fomething 
of this nature below, in which you may eafily make 
fuch alterations as fhall fuit your circumftances, where 
there is any thing peculiar in them. But whatever yoiu 
life, weigh it well, meditate attentively upon it, that 
you may not be rafli with your mouth to utter any. 
thing before God (e). And when you determine to exe- 
cute this inftrument, let the tranfaclion be' attended With 
fome more than ordinary religious retirement. Make it 
if you "conveniently can, a day of fccret fafting and 
prayer 5 and when your heart is prepared with a be- 
coming awe of the aivine majefty, with an humble con- 
fidence in his goodnefe, and an earneft deCrc of his 
favour, then prefent ypurfelf on your knees before God, 
aud read it over deliberately and folemnly ; and when 

y au» 



you have figned it, lay it by in fpme fecure place/ 
whece you may review it whenever you pleafe ; and ' 
make it a rule with youiifeif, to review it, if poffibla 
dtceHain festfons of the ydar, tliat you may keep up the 
remembrance of it* 

•J. 7* At lead, take this courfe, 'till you ice your ^' 
way clear to the table of the Locd, where you are to ' 
renew the fame covenant and lo feal it, with more a&* 
feeing folemnitiet. - And God grant, thai you may 
(be enabled to keep it, and in the whole of your con- 
vcrfation to walk according to it ! May it be an anchor 
to your foul in every temptation, and a cordial to it in 
every afiIi£tion ! May the recolledtion of it embolden 
your addreffes to the throne of grace now, and give ad- 
.ditional flrength to your departing fpirit, in a confciouf^ 
nefs that it is afcending to yojur covenant God and .Far- 
ther, and to that gracious Redeemer whofe power and '\ 
faithfulnefs will feciirely keep what you commit t6 him - 
untiUhat-day (f)l. 

Anesiixmph of ScIf^Dcdication, ^f** « filemn'Jorm of rt f 
nnuing Qur Covenant with Gcd» • 

^^T^^TERNAL and unchangeable Jehovah! thou 
P^ gr^at creator of heaven and earth, and adorable 
Lon! of angels and men ! I de(ire with the deeped hu- 
miliation andabafementof foul, to fall down at this time 
in ihine awful prefencej and eameftly pray, that thou ' 
wilt penetrate my very heartwith a fuitable fcnfe Of thine ^ 
unutterable and inconceiveable glories! ' 

<' Trembling may jultly take hold upon me' (g) when ^^ 
1 a (infu( worm profume to'lift up my bead to thee, pre* 
fulne to appear in thy majetiic prefence on fuch anocca- • 
fion as this. Who am, I, O Lord God, or what is my "' 
houfc h) ?, what is my nature or defcent, my charadlcr^ * 
and defert, that I fbould fpeak of this^ and dvfire that I ' 
maybe one party in a covenant, where thou, the king 
of/kings and Lopd of Lords, art the other i I blufh and 
O 3 am ^ 

(0- 1 Tim. i. i^- {%) ^obxxi. ^ f^^li^^^ ^ 
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am confoandcd, even to mention it before thee. But, O 
Lord, great is thy majefty fo alfo is thy mercy. If thou 
•wilt hold convcrte with any of thy creatures, thy ftipeiw 
latively exalted nature muft ftoop, mud (loop infinitely 
]ow. And I know, that in and thro' Jefus, the fon o€ 
thy love, tjiou condefcendeft to rifit fmful mortals, and 
to allow their approach to thee^and theirCovenant^inter- 
courfe with thee, nay, I know, thatthe fcheme and plan 
is thine own ; and that thou haft gracioufly fent to pro- 
|)ofe it to us ; as none untaught by thee would have been 
able to £orm it, or inclined to enU>race it even when ac<« 
tually propofcd^ 

" To thee therefore do I now come, invited by the 
name of thy Ibn, and truft in his righteoufnefs and grace*. 
Laying myfelf at thy feet with ihame and confuiion of 
face, and fmiting upon my breaft, I fay with the humble 
Publican, God be merciful to me a fitiner (i) ! \ acknow* 
}edge, O Lord, that I have been a great tranfgrcflbr. 
My fms have reached unto heaven (k), and mine iniqui- 
ties^ are lifted up unto theflcies(I), The irregular pro* 
penfities of my corrupted and degenerate naturehave, la? 
ten thoufand aggravatedinftances, wrought to bring forth 
firuit unto dfath (m); And if thou (houklft be ftrjft to 
mark mine offences, I muft be filent under the load of 
guilt, and immediately fink into dcftruftion. But thou, 
haft gracioufly called me to returnunto thee, tha' I have- 
been a wandering iheep, a prodigal fon, a backfliding 
child g(n). Behold therefore, O Lord, I come unto thee., 
I come, convinced not only of mylGn, but of my folly^- 
I:come from my very heart afhamed of myfelf, and witk 
an acknowledgement in the. fincerity and humility o£ 
iiiy foul, that I have played the fool, aod have erred 

exceedingly (oj. 1 . am confounded myfelf 'at 

the rjemembran^e of thefe things ^ But be thou.merctful: 
to my unrighteoufnefs, and do not remember againft mm 
jnyfins an^my tranfg.rcffions (p) i permit me, O Lomj»- 
to bring bailE unto thee tbofe powei:s andfaculties which 
Ihave uiigrateftUly and facriiegioufly alienated from thy 

fervioe j 
(>) Luke xviii. 13, (k) RcT. rviii.^. flj Jer. Ii. $r. (tn) Rom. 
■»ii. J. [nJ Jer.-iiif 4W. (o), i Swa. Xki^ Q^ (p} Wcb» viii, 1%^ 
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feryicc ; and receive, I befecch thee, thy poor reverted 
creature, who is now cotivinced of thy right to him, and 
deOres nothing in the whole world fo much as to be 
thine! 

<« Bleffed Gk)d, it is with the utmoft folemnity that I 
snake this furrender of myfelf unto thee. Heat, O hea- 
tens,^ and give ear^O earth/ 1 avouch the Lord this day. 
to be my God (q) ; and I avouch and declare myfelf this 
day to be oneofhisCovenant children and people. Hear^ 
O thou God of heaven, and record it in the book of thy 
remembrance (r), that henceforth I am thine, entirely 
thine. I would not merely confecrate unto thee fome 
of my powers, or fome of my poffeffions 5 or give thee a 
certain proportion of my fervices, or all I am capable of 
for a limited time ; but I would be wholly thine, and 
thine for ever. ' From this day, do I folemnly renounce 
all the former Lords which have had dominion over me 
(s), every fin and every loft j and bid in thy name an 
eternal defiance, to the powers of hell, which have mod 
unjuftly ufurped the empire over my foul, and to aH the 
corruptions which their fatal temptatidns have intro- 
duced into it. The whole frame of my nature, all the fa- 
culties of my mind, and, all the members Df my bo- 
dy, would I prefent before thee this day, as a living fa- 
crifke,holy andacceptaWe untoGod, which Iknowtobe 
^ my mod reafonable fervice (t). To^hee I confecrate all 
my wordly poffeffions ; in thy fervice I dcfire to fpend 
all the remainder of my time upon earth, and beg thou 
wouldft inftruft and influence me, fo that, whether my 
abode here be longer or ftiorter, every year and month, 
every day andhour,may bctifedinfuch amannerasihall 
ijioft eflisaually promote thine honour, and fubfcrve the 
fcbemes ofthy wife and gracious providence. And lear*. 
ncftly pray, that whatever infhicnce thou giveft me over 
others, in any of the fuperior relations ot life in which I 
may ftand, or in coniequence of any peculiar regard 
which maybe piiid to mc, thou wouldlt give meftrength 
and courage to exert myfelf to the utmoit for,thy gloryj 
Refolving not only that i will myfelf do it,butthatallo- 

thers 
i^ iHui, jvrU I7t (r) Mid* Jitji. {*) UmxsU X3. (t) &oin» xu* i* 
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thers, fo far as I can rationally and proj^erly influjsncc ^ 
them, fliall Icrvc theXord (u). In this coiirfe, O blcffed " 
God, would I fteadijy .perfcverc to th« very «nd of my 
life 5 earneftly praymg, that every future day of it may 
iupply the deficiencies, and correft the irregularities of 
the former ; and that I may by divine grace be enable(i» 
not only to hold on in that happy wayj^ but daily to grpir - 
more a£livcinlt f 

« Nor do I only confecrate all that I am^and havcto^ 
thy fervice ;. but lalfo moit humbly refign, and fubmit 
to thine holy and fovere^n will, -myfelf, and all that I 
can call mine. I l^ave, O Lord, to thy management; and 
direftion all I poffefs, and all I wifh ; and every enjojr*- 
ment and every intereft before thee, to be difpofedof^a - 
thou pleafefti continue^ or remove, what thou haft^iven ^ 
me ; beftow, or lefufc, what I imagine I want^ as thou^ 
Iiord fhalt fee good! and tho' I dare not fay, I never will 
repine \ yet I hope I may venture to {ay, that I will la- 
.bour, not only ta fubmit, but to acquipfce ; not only to 
bear what thou doeft in thy mod afiliftive difpenfationa> , 
but toconfent tp it, alid topraife thee for it; content- 
edly refolving^ in all that thou apppintest for me, my will - 
intothine^ and looking pnmyfelf as nothing, and on thee 
O God, as the great eternal All, whofe-wprd ought to ^ 
determine every ^hing,,and whofe Government ought to 
be the joy of the whole rational creation^ • 

" Uieme, O Lord I befeech thee, as the inftrument of 
thy glory, and honour .me fo far^as, either by doing or - 
fuliering what thou (halt appoint, to' bring fome Tevcnoe 
of praifc to thee, and of benefit to the world in which I ^ 
dwell ! and may it pleafc thee, from. this day forward, to 
number me amonj thy peculiar •people, that I may no * 
more be a ilrat^ger and foreigner, but->a feilow-citizen ^ 
with the (aints, and of the houftold of God (w)! receive 
:0 heavenly, father, thy returning prodigal I walh me in * 
the blood of thy dear fon j clothe me with his perfcit 
yighteoufhefsj^nd fan£^ify me throughout by the power 
of thy fpirit ! deiiroy I befeech thee, more and more the • 
.power of fin inmine beart I transform ni« more intotbiae ^ 

owa 
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*: own image, and fafhion metotherefemblanceof Jefu9, 
- -whpm hence- forward I would acknowledge as my teach- 
er and facrifice^ my^interceflbr^nd my Lord ! communis 
cate to me, I befeech thee, all needful influences of thy^ 
purifying, thy chearing, and tliy comforting fpirit ! and 
lift up that light of thy countenance upon me, which wiU 
put the fublimeft joy and gbdnefs into my foul (x) ? 

<» Difpofe my affairs, O God, in a manner which may 
be mod fubfervient to thy glory and rfiy own trued hap- 
pinefs ; and when I have done and borne thy will upon 
earthicall me from hence,or at what time, and in what 
manner thou pleafeft ; Only grant, tnatin my dying mo- 
ments, and in the near profpefts of eternity, I may re- 
member thefe my engagements to thee and may employ 
my lateft breath in thy fervice ( and do thou, Lord, 
when thou feed the agonies of diffoking nature upon 
me, remember this covenant too, even tho' I fhould then 
be incapable of recoHcfting it \ took down, Omy hea- 
venly father, with a pitying eye upon thy languiftiing, 
thy dying child rplace thine everlafting arms underneath 
m^ for my fupport 5 put drength and confidence in|o 
my departing fpirit \ and receive it to the embrace^ of 
thine everlading love \ welcome it to the abodes of theijgt 
that Seep in Jfcfus^y}, to wait with them that glorious 
day, when the last of thy promifes to thy i:ovenHnt pco* 
pie ftiall be fulfilled in their triumphant refurretftion, 
and that abundant entrance, which fliall be adminstred 
to them into that everlasting kingdom (2), of which thou 
hast affured them by thy covenant, and in the hope of 
which 1 now lay hold on it, defiring to live and to die^ 
as with mine band on that hope \ 

<< And when I am thus numbered among the dead, 
and all'the interests of mortality are over with me for e» 
Yer, if this folemn memorial fliould chance to fall into 
the hands of any furviving friends, may it be the mcana 
of making icrious impreflions on their mind I may they 
teadijr, not only as my language, but as their own van4 
learn to fear the l.ord my God, and with me to put their 
tiust under ^ diadow of his wings for time and for eter« 
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nity ! and may they alfo learn to adore with me that 
grace, which inclines oi# hearts to enter into the cove-^ 
nanty and condefcends to admit us into it when b in. 
clined ; afcribing with me, and with all the nations of; 
the redeemed, to the father^ the fon, and the holyghoft, 
that glory, honour, and praife, which is fo juftly due 
to each divine perfon for the part «he bears in this illuf-*- 
trious work ! Amen.** 

N. B. For the fake of thofe who Aay think the pre- 
ceding form offelf-dedication too long to be tf an* 
fcribed,(as it is probable many will,) 1 have at the 
defire of a much efleemed friend added the follow- 
ing abridgment of it, which {hould by all means 
be attentively weighed in every claufe, before it is 
executed ; and any word or phrafe which may^ 
fi^enl liable to exception changed^ that the whole 
heart may confent to it ail. 

*< Etnnal and ever blefled God f 1 defire to prefent 
myfelf before thee, with the dcepeft humiliation and a- 
bafement of foul ^ fcnfible how unworthy fuch a finfur 
worm is, to appear before the holy majcfty of heaven^ 
the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, andefpecially on - 
fuch anoccafion as this, even to enter into a Covenant 
tranfaftion with thee. But the fcheme, and plan, is thine 
own. Thine infinite condefcenfion hath ofi^red it by 
thy fon,andthygrace hath inclined my heart to accept of it. 

" I come therefore, acknowledging myfelf to have 
been a great offender ; fmiting on my bread aAd faying 
with the humble Publican, God be merciful to me a fioi 
ner ! I come invited by the name of thy fon, and wholly 
trufting in his perfe£l righteoufnefs ; intreating, that for 
his fake thoii wilt be merciful to rtiy unrighteoufncfs, 
and wilt no more remember my fins. Receive, I 
befcech thee, thy revolted creature, who is now con- 
vinced of thy right to him, and defires nothingfo much 
as that he may thine ! 

" This day do I, with the utmoft folemnity, forren- 
ier myfelf to thee. I renounce all formcie Lords that 

I ' Jigitizgdby VjOOQIC hdVC 
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have had dominion over me ; and I confecrate to thee 
all th^t I am, and all that I have ; the faculties of my 
mindy the members of my body, my worldly pofleffions, 
my time, and my influence o«pr others s to be all ufed 
entirely for thy glory ; and refolutely employed in obe- 
dience to thy con^mands, as long as thou continued me 
in life ; with an ardent defire and humble refolutioit to 
continue thine, thro* all the endlefs ages of eternity : 
Ever holding myfelf in an attentive pofture to obfervc 
the firft intimations of thy will, and ready to fpring for- 
ward with zeal and ]oy, to the immediate execution of 
it. 

«< To thy dire£lion alfo I refign myfelf, and all I am 
and have, to be difpofed of by thee infuch a manner, 
as thou (halt in thine infinite wifdom judge moft fub- 
fervient to the. purpofe^ of thy glory. To thee I leave 
the management of all events, and fay without referve^ 
not my will, but thine be done ! rejoicing with a loyal 
heart in thine unlimited government, as what ought to 
be the delight of the whole creation. 

« Ufe me, O Lord, I befeeqh thee, as an inftrument 
of thy fervice ! Number me among thy peculiar people ! 
luct me be wafhed iu the blood of, thy dear fon ! Let 
me be clothed with his righteoufnefs ! Let jne be fanc- 
tified by his fpirit ! Transform me more and more in- 
. to his image ! Impart to me, thro' him, all needful in- 
fluences of thy purifying, chearing, and comforting fpi- 
rit ! And let my life be fpent under thofe influences and 
in the light of thy gracious countenance as my father 
and my God ! ^ 

♦< And when the folemn hour of death comes, may 
I remember this thy covenant, weHordered in all things 
and fure, as all my falvation, and all my defire (a), tho* 
every other hope and enjoyment is periling ! And do 
thou, OJL.ord, remember it too ! Look down with pity, 
Dmy heavenly Father, on thy languifliing, dyirtg cWld I 
Embrace me in thine everlafting arms I Put ftrength and 
confidence into my departing fpirit ! And receive it to 
;the abodes of them that^eep in Jefus, peacefully, and 

joyfuHf 
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joyfully to wait the acompKfhment of thy gte^t pro- 
miie to all thy people, eten that of a glorious refur-^ 
re£lion|and of eternal luippinefsin thine heavenly pre« 
-fcttfc ! And if any furviving friend ihould, when I am 
in the dust, rneet with this memorial of my folenan tran- 
faAidns with thee, may .he make the engagemeht his 
own ; and do |bou graciously admit him to partake in 
all the bleffin^ of thy covcnartt, thro' Jcf us the gr^at me- 
diator of it J CO whom, with thee, O Father, and thy 
Holy Spirit, be everlasting praifes afcribedj by all the 
millions who are thus faved .by thee, and by all thofe 
other celestial fptrits, in whdfe wotk and bleflednels 
tbpu fhalt call them to ftare ! Amn^ 
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Of entering into the Church-communion by an Atten- 
dance upon the Lord's bupper. 

^he reader^ being already fuppofed to have entered into cove^ 
. hant with God f §. i. is urged publichly to feal that engage^ 
went at the table of the Lord t f. 2. (!)• From a vienv of 
the ends for Hvhich that ordinance ivas infiituted: J. 3. 
nvhence its u/^lnefs is flrongly inferred. J.- 4. Jlnd^(2») 
from the authority of Chri/}'s appoint fnent ; which isfcH 
lemnly prejfed onthe confcienee, J ^, OhjeBions-from ap^ 
prehenftons of unfitnefs. §i 6. Weakneft of graccy &C* 
briefly anjkvered, J. 7. At leqfly ferious thoughtfulnefs on 
this fubjeB is abfolutely inf fled -upon. J. 8. The ctjapter 
is clofed with a prayer for one^ who deftres to attend^ ifet 
finds Inmfeif prefjed with nmcnnihg doubts, 

'J. I. T HOPE, this chapter will find you by a mo*t 

J[^ exprefsfconfent become one of God's covenant 

people, folemnly and cordially devoted to his fcrvice ; 

i and it is my heaft^ prayer, that the covenant you have 

• made on earth may be ratified in heaven. But for your 

farther instru^^lion and ^ifitation give me leave to re- 

^ i^ mind 
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tnind you^ that our Lord Jefus Chrift has appointed ft 
peculiar manner ef expreffing our regard to him, and of 
Solemnly renewing our coTenaiit with him 4 which, rho* 
it does not forbid any Other proper way of doing it, muft 
by no means be fet aCde, or negledte^l, for any human 
mediods, how prudent and expedient fbever they m^y. 
appear to us* 

J. 2. Our Lord has wifely ordained, that the advan^ 
tages of fociety fhould be brought into religion ; and 
as by his command profeffing chrilUans -aflemble toge^ 
ther for other ads of public worlhip, fo heu has been 
pleafed to tnilitute a focial ordinance, in whiclKa whole 
affembly of them is to. come to his table, and there to 
«at the fame bread, and drjnk the fame cup. And this 
they are to do, as<« token of their affeftionate remem- 
i}ranqeofhis dying love, of their folemn furrender of 
themfelves to God, and of their iincere love to one ano^ 
thee and to all their fellow-chriftians. 

$. 3 That thefe are indeed the great ends of the 
Lord's fupper, I fhall not now day to argue at large. 
— You need o«Iy read what the Apoflle Paul has 
written in the tenth and eleventh chapters of his fit ft 

- epilUe to the Corinthian^, to convince you fuUy of this. 
He there exprefly tells us, that our Lord command^cd the 
bread to be eaten, and the wme to be drank, in remem«- 
branceof him (a), or as a commemoration or memo^ 

* rial of him^ fo that as often as we attend this inftitu- 
tioii, we (hew forth our Lord's death, which we arc to 
do even until become (d). And it is particularly afT^rt- 
edj that the cup is the New Tedamentin his blood (c); 
that is, it is a fealof that covenant which was ratined by 
his blood. Now it is evident that in confequence of 
this, we are to approach it with a view to that cove- 
nant, dofiring its blefllngs, and refolving with divine 
^race to comply with its demands. On the whole there- 
fore, as the Apoftle fpeaks,- we have' communion in the * 
body, and the blood of Chrift (d), and partaking of his 
table and of his cup, we converfe with Chrift, and join 
P ourfcives 

(a) X Cpr. xi. ^4, %$• (t) Vcr. a6. ' (c) Vcr. %$. 
. fdJlCor.x. x4 rnno]p 
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our(el^es to him as his people ; as the heathens in their 
idolatrous rites, had communion with their deitits, and 
joined themfelves to them; and- the Jew«f'by es^ting 
their facrifices, converfed with Jehqvah, and joined - 
themfelyes to him. He farther reminds them^ that the' 
many, they were one bread and and one bodyi being all 
partakers of that one bread (e), and being all made to 
drink into one fpir it (f) 5 that is, meeting together as. 
if they were but one family, and joining in the com- 
memoration of that one blood which was their commoii 
ranforti, and of the Lord Jtfus their common head. ' 
Now itis evident, all thefe reafonings are equally appli- 
cable to chriftians in fucceedingages. Peunit me there- 
fore, by the authority of our divine mafter, to prefe up- 
.on you the obfcrvatiqn of this precept. 
. $. 4. And let me alfo urge it, from the apparent ten- 
dency which it has to promote your truell' advantage* 
You are fetting out in the chriilian life; and I have«e* 
minded you at large, of the oppofition you muft cX- 
peQ to meet with in it. It is the love of Chriil which 
muft animate you to break thro*^ all. Whar then can be 
more deGreable, than to bear about with you a lively 
fenfe of it ? And wlxat can awaken that fenfc mere, than 
the contemplation of his death as there rcprcfentcd?- 
"VVho can behold the bread broken, and the wine pour- 
ed ouY, and not refleft, how the body of the blefled 
Jefus was even torti in pieces by his fufterings, and 
his facrcd blood poured forth like water on the ground? 
Who can thirik of the heart-rending. agonies of the Son 
.cf God, as the priqe of our redemption and falvatipn^ . 
and not feel his foul melted with tendernefs, and in- 
flamed with grateful afFeftion ? What an exalted vitw 
doth it give U5 of the blcifings of the gofpel-covenant, 
when we confidcr it as « eltaWilhed in the blood o£ 
God's only begotten Son ? And when we makfe our 
rpproach to God as our heavenly Father, and give up 
ourfelves to his fcrvice in this folemn manner, what an 
awful.fendency has it to fix. the convi£iion, that « we 
are not our own, being bought with fuch a price (g) ?' 

^ X. 17. (l) I Cor. xii. 13. ^) i C^| Ji;(i?^^gk 
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What a tendency has it, to guard agamft every tempta- 
tion to tbofe fins which wchavefofolemnlyreftouncecf, 
and to engage our fidelity to hiin to whom we have 
* bound our fouh as^with an oath ?' Well may * our 
hearta be knit together in mutual love (h), when we 
coniklcr ourfelves as one in Chrift (i): ifis blood be- 
comes the cement of the fociety, joins us in fpirit, aoc 
only to each other, but < to all that in^very place call 
upon the name of Jefus Chrift our Lord, both theirs 
and ours (k) • And we- anticipate, in pleafing hope, that 
bleCed day, when the aflembly fliall be complcatj -and ' 
we (hail all, «be forever with the Lord (I). Well may 
thefe views engage us to f deny ourfehres, and tp take 
up our crofs to follow our crucified Mafter (m):*— • 
Well may thpy engage us tb do dur utmoft, by prayer 
and all «ther fuitablc^ endeavours, to ferve his folldwgrs 
^nd bis friends \ to ferve tbofe^ whom he hath purchafed 
>lk^itb his blood, and who are to be liis afibciates, and ^ 
ours, in the glories of an happy immortality. 

J* 5 It is alfo the^xprds inflitution and command' 
of our bleffcd Redeemer, that the members of fuch 
ibcieties ibould bij tenderly iblicitdus for the fpiritual 
welfare of each other: And that, on the whole, his 
churches may be kept pure and. holy, that they fhould 
^withdraw tfjemfeivcs from every brother that walketh 
tliforderly (n):' that they ihould • mark fuch as caufc 
ofi'cnces or fcandaisamongd them, contrary to the doc- 
trine which they have learned, and avoid them (o) ;* 
that f if any obey not the word of Chrift, by his A- 
poftles, they fhould have no fellowlhip or communion 
with fuch, that they may be alhamed (p) •,' that they 
* (honld not eat with fuch, as are notorioufly irregular 
in their behaviour, but on the contrary fhould putaway 
from among themfelves fuch wicked perfons (q): It is 
evident therefore, that the inftitution bf fuclf focie- 
ties is greatly for the honour of chriitianity, and for 
tlie advantage of its partlculy profeflbrs. And con- 
Pa fequentljr 

(h) Col. ii. 4. Yi) Gal. 111. 7,%^ rk^ rCor. i. a. pi I Thelf. iv. 17. 
(m) Mar. xvi* 44. fni a Thcff. \u, 6. * [oj Rom. xvi. 17. 
[p] a Tkcfl; iu. 14. (<iJ I Cor; v. w. 13. Gocgk 



1^4 * ^Prayer for orUi ^wbodefires to ultt^nd^ Chap. x8» 



A Vrzje^tfor one^ *wh9 earpefll^ dejires to approach to the 
table oi the Lord,)?// harfome remaining dmhts concern^ 
ing his r^ht to that jokmn ordinance. 

«« T>LESSED LORD, I adore thy wife and gracious 
JI3 sippointmeiUSy for.theedificatioDXtf thy church 
in holinefs and love. I thank thee, thai thou haft jgom- 
manded thy fervautp,- itoform thcinfciwesinto focietieftj 
and I adore my gracious Saviour, who hath inflitiitedt 
as with his dyi;ig brcatjj, the holy folcmnity of his fup* 
pex, to -be thro' all ages a menvorial of his dying love, 
and a bond, of that union which it is his fovereign plea- 
fure that his people (hould preferve. I hope, thou. 
Lord, art wijnefs to the fincerity, with which I defire 
to give my(df up^ta thee-; and that I may call thee G> 
record on my foul, that if I now heGtate about this 
particular manner of doing it, it is. not becaufel wouhl 
allowmyfelf to break any of thy commands, or to flrght 
any of thy favours. I truft, thou knoweft, that my pre- 
fent delay, arifes only fr6m an uncertainty as to my duty, 
and a fear of prophaning holy things by an unworthy ap- 
proach to them. Yet furely, O Lx>rd, ifthdu haft given 
me a reverence for thy con^mand, a defire of cominuni* 
on with thee, and a willingn'e& to devote myfttf wholly 
to thy^rvicf, I may regard it as a token for good, that 
ihoxTjart difpoledtp receive me,.and that I am not wholly 
unqualified for an ordinatKe, which 1 fo highly honour, 
and ioearneftlj <te&re. ^I therefore make it my humble 
requeft unto thee, O Lord, this day, that- thou woiildft 
gracioufly be pleafed to inftru£i me 1h m<y duty and to 
teach me the way ,whi(:)^ I ftioald tidce ! Examine me, 

Lord, and prove me, trytrny reins, and my heart fr) \ 
Is there any (ecret fin, |o the love and pradice of which 

1 would indulge ? Is then? any of ihy precepts, in the 
habitual breachof which I ^^Quld allow myfelf 2 I truft 
I can appeal to thee as a witnefs, that these is not. Let 
me not then wrong mine own fi^iil, by a caufelefs and 
dnful abfence from thy facred'table ! But grant, OiiOr4' 

I 
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, Chap. 18.-^ hut yet hdsfime remmning douits. 1 75 

r I befcech th^e, that thy word, thy providence,- ami thy 
fpirit may fo concur, as to make my way plain befifre 

: me{s)! Scatter my reijiaintng doubts, if thdufccftthey 
btivfi no juft foundation ! Fill me with a more aiTured 
faith, with a more ardent love 5 add ple^d^ thihc own 
caufe with hiy heart in fuch a manner, as that I may 
not be able any longer to delay ihatapproach, which if 
I am thy fervant indeed, is equally my duty and my 
I^rjvilcgel In the mean time, gram, that it may never 
belongoutofrfiy tht>ughts; But thaif nwy give all dili- 
gence^) if there be any remaining occaGon^ of doubt> to 

! xemove it by a more affeftiqnate concern to avoid what- 
ever is difpleafing to th^ eyes of thine holinefs, and to 

; praftife the full extent of my duty ! May the views of . 
Chrift crucified be fo familiar to my mind, and may a 
fcrife of his dying love fo powerfully con ft rain my foul, 
that my own growing experiepeci may put it out of all 

' queftion, that I am oneof ttiofefor.whom heintende<t 
this feaft of Ipvc ! ' 

' <-» And ev^n now, as joined to thy churches in fpirit 
.iand in love, tho* not in fo exprefsand intimate a bond as 
I could wifh| would I heartily pray, that thy blefling 
may be on all thy people : That thou wouldft feed thine 
heritage, and liftjhem up for ever'(t)! may every chrif- 
tian fociety flouriih in knowledge, in holinefs, and in 
love I . may aU thy priefts be clothed with falvation, that 
by their means thy chofen people may be made joyful 
(u) ! and may there be glorious accefBon to thy churches 
every li^here, of thofe who n^ fly to them, asr a cloud,* 
and as doves to their windows(w) ! may thy table, O 
Lord, be'furniflied with gueits(x); and may .all that 
love thy falvation fay, let the Lord be magnified, wha 
hath pleafure in the profperity of his^fervants (y) ! and I 
cameftly pray, that all who profefs to have received 
Chrill Jcfus the Lord, may be duly careful to walk ia 
him (z) ; and that we may all be prcparipg for the gene- 
ral affembly of the firft born^ and may join in that nobler 
and more immediate worfliip, where all thefe types and 

. fliadowg 

(•J Prov. 'xv/19. |tj PiaLxxviii. .9 (u) Pfal. cxxxli^id, (w) naJx.8* 
t»; Ma;, ixii. xo* " [yj Pi^al. »xv« zj* (») CoU iir 6« 



%^6 A prefer fir we who'dt/nrejio otfMy &c«'t!hap. tlBl 

^ ihaiifos^s^tan be laid ifide ; where wen thefe mehdritils 
fliall be no longer necfeffkrjr, but a Irving, prcfent- Ve- 

^deemer ibftU br the evertaftrfi^ joy t)frh6fe, who here 
in his abfetKeharve ddt^ted to eon^meihorfttt &i$ 
^tth f-a— irf#«?«." * 



I «>i >iti;riiui ¥ir i 



^ N. B. r)>u^fedte%ftt'etdd%dfoktiaKhigh€re, ^obc^r«i% a rtgit* 
lar a|»prMich^o the Lord's Tal^, a iA*«per bttea^^ce ofon it, apd 
fiittaUe reflexions after it : But I &id t^is tvork wiU iwell Andcr my 
1\artd^ bcyorid what T a^ fitft cx^^eiSled ;' ?Yid therkft^rer^J flTcife irtidet' 
lia^e b^eb Iratidlid by IbiiiMy valiiible Wr^i^rs, 1 l^hni<S to fflbrto 

'4hem^ and particularly co^Dr Earl's ^craneBtal £xeidfes, (^nd }iAe. 
Grove's £>evotiona1 Exercifes relating to the Lord's Sutiper.. Bools, 

•^hf'chf^hinkrcniarkiblrtxc'dlAtlrfWiHir kWd, tod vthf^l^tndy be 

Jliafd at vh7(ftaiy tates. ' Yet.fdr Iflie fetther IdBflaUce of ^kvout corii- 
tnvl4iGaBt6,i have foQ^e.t^o^ehts^f publifliin^ a fmall yoltnti^ of iaci^-; 
' 'tnenta>meaitations on feledtezts of Scripture, if God fpare rae to 

'fmifemy Icxpofhion dn the^dr Tblhiiixent/aM'fctoic ^tr plccirs- 

tviliiehiluitcrto^witttRuidw . . / 
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Chap. 1 8. Dtrt^Bions Jbr walking with God. : ,177 
C H 'A P. XIX. 



Some more particular ditefiions for maintaining con- 
tinual comrtiiftUoj with God, orbeing in bis fear 
all the day long, ^^'^ ^^-^^-^..^^^ 



A letter to a phut friend on tbisfuhjeSl inttodtited here, f . i • 
A' general plan of, direEiions» J . 2 . { I . ) Por ' the begin- 
ning of the day : $• 3 .{!-) Lifting up the heart to God 
at our firfl awakening: §. 4. (2-) Setting ourf elves t9 
ihefecret devotions of the morning ; with refpeB to which 

particula r advices are given, § . ^ . —s 1 c . (II.) For the * 

progrefs of the day 5 §* r i » Dire^ons art' given concern-^ 
rttgi (i.) Serio^fnefr in devotion. §» 12. (1.) Diligence 

^ wbuftnefs: f. \'^. ('>^^ J Prudence in recreations y §» 14. 
(4*) Ohfervation of rrovidences. ^ 15* f 5*7 Watchful* 
nefs againfr temptations: § i6, (6, ) Dependence on di- 
vine influences. j*JJ'{j'J Cover fmeut of^the thoughts 
when in folit tide. ^.18 (^>) Managemant of difcourfiin 

* company. §. 19. \\\l^) For the condufon of the day: 
J. 20, ( I.) With thefecret devotions of the evenings J. 2 1 . 
DireBions jof felf'-examination at large, §• 22, 23. ^2.^ 
Lying down wit^ a proper tamper, §. 24. Condufton of 
the letter, §. 25. and of the chapter : ^ 2/)* With ajeri* 
ous view of deaths propet^o -be taken at the clofe of the 
. day.^ - • 

J. !• T WOITLD hope, that upon ferious confidcr- 
j[ tion, feif examination, and, prayer, th<5 reader 

. may by this-time be come to a refoJution to attend the 
table of fhe Lord, andtofealhis vows there. I will 
npw fuppofe that folemn.tcanfaftion to^ be over,X)r fome 
other deliberate a6l to have pafTed, by which he has given 
himfelf up to the i'ervice of God ; and th^t his concern^ 
now is to enquire, how he may afl according' to: the vows 
•f God 'which are upon- him--?— ^ Now for his farthers 

^ .. • affiftai^i^* 

V. * pigitizedby VjOO^IP 



: 178 A inter w^fulymrfafoduied. ' Chap,; ip* 

affiftancehere, bcfidcs the*gcneral view I have already 
given of the chriflian temper add eharafler, I will-pro- 
pofe fome more particular dire£lions, relating to main-^ 
taining that devout, fpiritual, and heavenly char^fter, 
-which may, in the lingtiagc of fcripture, be callkd a 
iiaily wfllking^kh God, Orbfiin^ in I^s ftarail the day 

, long (a). And I^ know not how I can txplrcft the idea 

'^ 1ltt(k^hir,''w1iich I have formed pf this, in a more clear 
and diftind manner, than I did in a letter, which I wrote 

I many ycara^ ;lgo'*, to a young perfon of ^ eminent jficty, 
with wh6m I bad then an iimmat^ frieitdfliip \ arid Who^ 
to the great grief of all that knew bim, died, a few 

. momha after he' received "it. Yet I hojpelie Kved long 
Enough to reduce the diteflions into pradtce, which I 

^wifliand pray4hatevcry^f«ader inaydo, fo far as they 
. >«iay^rQper]y fiiit hrs capicities>)anddrcg^ft^nGe»in life, 

•«€Cinfid€fring it aS'addre^d^ohimfelf.— 'Ifiy^^and^cfirc 
ft 'may be ol>fervedy)^4hat I wifli my reader inayafl on 
thefe diredlions fo far as they xsx^y prop^iy^oit bxs^ ca- 

^pacities and circnifiilaiKies^n life ; for I would be far 
from laying ^own the foilaWjing particulars as univerfal 
rules for all, «r for any one perfon in the world- at all 
times. Let them be pracftifcd by tliofe that are aUe, and 
when they have leifure : And-whett: you cinnot reach 
tb^ :all,coiaie asnear ^he moft in^ptwrtant^f them as 
you conveniently can.*— Witktbis'precatrtSon I proceed 
to the better,, which I Would hope, after tbis- previous 
care to guard.againft the danger of miitaking ft,2will not 
difcourage any the weakelt chrillian. Let us4iQmbly 

. and cKearfully do our beft, and rejoice that we havcfo 

\ gracious a fatfeerwho knows a^i^our iiifirftiities, and fo 
companionate an high pried to-recommend to divine ac- 
ceptance the feeWcll efforts of iinccrcr dwty and love I 

<My dear' Friend^ - ^ 

Since yov| defire my thoughts in wrJcing/nnd at iar^, 

' on the fcibjeft oTour late converiatio%'vi2. * Bywhat 

particular methods in eur daily <^ndud9 a^Hfe<&t«dbvd« 

tion 

(a) ProY. xxiii. 17' . • N. B. It was in the Year 1727. 

. ^ - • ' itizedbyV^OOgle 



Chap, i^. Dlr^S^fir-ih^h^&f^nuig.of^heddy.^^ 1 79 . ' 

tion And ufi^fulnsfs may; be n^ happiiy-maintaisicdiand 
fecund 2 I fbtmyfelf 'wit^ cl^arf itbiefiH* to joecolled and . 
digest the*iimtsi;which Ithengavc you j< hoping^ it may . 
be of fomfr fe?vice ta you in yoor most irapovtant inteM 
rests.; and may ^Ifa^xoumy own mind a dccpe^fcnfe. 
of my obligation«9tO' govern* <njt own life by th6< rules I 
ofi^r4^^o.otbef8. . I '€steem>Att3rimp>ts of this kindramong:, 
the pleafaiit«A frmtssy and the.fureft-cementsiofvfriendi- 
fhips and as^X hope ouss. wilHaii^r evcr^ I am periuad^iv 
ed a mutual oare/k>«checiik Cell timents of this Xind> will'. '^ 
add,ieverlaftiff)g endearementeto it^ 

{1 2. Thfe 'ditieaiiDhs/you will expcAfrorarmefOn'this.- 
occafiotvy naturally divide^ tbemfel v^s intO' three heads*.— ^ 
'How-w€^^re*to regard God,-r'-^n the beginnings— -— 

the progrefs, and the clofe of the day* ^ I will open : 

my b^^t freely to you .^itb regard to each) and will <)eaye. ' 
you tO'judge^vhowfarthcie hints mayfuit your circum-^ 
flanges ^t aiming at leaftto keep betwcfcn the extremes^ . 
of a fuperftiiiouS' ftviOneiis in tri^fles, and of an Indolent . 
remiifnefs^Bwhieh, if :admictedin little things^ may draw> ' 
after it criminal negle£tsj and at length yet more crimi- 
nal indulgenceSi^ 

f., 3. {X);- In^theibegipjiing of the day 5 > It Ihould oer- . 

tainly be our care, to lift up our hearta'to God^ as 

foon* as we awake/ and while we are rifing^— — -and ' 
theii)- to.fet0ufieivcs ferioufly and Immediately to the 
fecrc^dcvotions-of thc^morning. ^ iT 

§. 4. For the firft of thefe^ if feems exceedingly nat4i>- 
rial. There-are fo many things that- may fuggeft agreat 
variety of pious reflexions arid ejacu]atipns> which are 
f9 obvious^^ that one; y^ould think a ferious^mind could 
-hafdiy mi^ them^. The eafe^nd cbearfulnefs^ of our 
mind^t our firft>awakenlng ; the re£rc(hment wetfind 
from fleep \ • thfe fecurity we have enjoyed in that dc- 
fencelefs.. (late^ theprovifion of warm and decent ap- 
pareli thechearful light of the returning fan v or even 
(what is rot unfit to mention to you,) the contrivanCe^'.j^,Y^ 
of art,tafUght and furiti(hed by the greatauthor of all olir ' 
convenieni:es, to fupply us with many ufeful hours of 
Jife in the ahfence of the fun \ the hope of returning to 

jitizedbyGe ^he 



1 8o Particular advices given, nuith refpeB^ Chap« 1 j. 

the dear focicty of our friends ; the profpedi of fpending 
anpthcr day, in the fervice of God, and the improvement . 
of our own minds ; and abov.c ail, the lively hope of -a 
joyfulj rcfurreftion toi an eternal day of happincfs and 
glory : Any of thcfc particulars, arid many more which 
I do not mention^ may furniih us with matter of plea- 
fing refleftion and chearfuri^^fi^ wWe we ate rifing* 
And for our&gtwrrfffillance, when we are alone at thij 

^^J^«W^inhay"notbe ijnproper to fpeak fometimes to our- 
-wlvcs, and fometimes to our heavenly father, in this na- 
tural expreffions of joy and thankfulnefs. Permit me, 
Sir, to add, that if we find our hearts in fuch a frame at 
our firft awakening, eveh that is juft matter of praile, 
and the rather,- as perhaps it is an anfwer to the prayer 
with which we lay down. ' 

*J. J. For the exercife of fecfret devotion in a morning 
which I hope. will generally be our firft work, I cannot 
prefcribe an exaft method tx> another You muft, my 

, dear friend, c6n£ult your own tafte in,fome.meafu|re.— — 
Theconftituent parts of the feryice are in the general^ 
pl^in. Were I to propofe a particular model for thofb, 
who have half, or three quarters of an hour at command^ 
(which with prudent conduct i fuppofe ojoft may have) 
it (hould be this. 

§. 6. To begin the ftated devotions of the day with a 
folemn aft of praife, offered to God on our knees, %nd 
ge<|crally with a low, yetdiftinft voice; acknowledging 
the mercies, we had been rpflefting on while rifing : 
never forgetting to mention Chrift, as the great founda- 
tion of all our enjoyments and our hppes, or to retura 
thanks for the influences of the bleffed fpirit, which have 
led our hearts to God, or are then engaging- us t^ feek 
him. This, as well as other offices of devotion after- 
war«ils mentioned, mutt be dona^ attentively and,finccre- 
ly.; for not to offer our praifes heartily, is in the fight of 
God liot to praife him at all. This addrefsof praife piay 
properly be concluded with an expfefs^ renewal of our co- 
venant with God, declaring our continued, repeated re*- 
folution of being devoted to him, and p^uc^^larly,of li- 
ting to his glory the enfuing day. r- ^ 




Chap* l<). to thjifacred devoti&h of the morning. 1 8i 

f. 7. It may be proper, after thi§, to take- a profpeft 
of the day before us, fo far as we can probably forefee in 
the general, -where and how it may be fpent ; and feri- 
oufly to refleft,* hoW| fhall I employ mjfelf for God this 
• day ? What bufinefs is to be done, and in what order ? 
What opportunities may I ^xpeft, either of doing^, or of 
receiving good? What temptattens am I like to be af- ^ 
faulted with, ia any place, company, or drcumftanccs, 
which may probaWy occur? In what inftances have I 
lately failed ? And how fhall I be fafeft now ?' 

§. 8. After this rfcview, it will be proper to offer up a 
ihort prayer, begging, that God would quicken us to 
each of thefe forrefeen Duties, that he would fortify us 
^ainft each of |hefe apprehended dangers; that he 
would grant iw fiiccefs in fuch or fuch a bufinefs under- 
taken for his glory; and aHb that he would help us to 
difcover and itiiprovc: unforefeen opportunities, to refill 
unexpeflcd temptations, and to bear patiently, and re- 
ligioufly, any a^idtions which may furprize us in the 
day on which we are entering. 

^ f 9. I would advife you afterthis^to read f6me por- 
tion of fcripture ; not a great deal, nor the whole bible 
in its coui;^e ;; but fome feleft leflbns out of its moii ufe- 
ful parts, perhaps ten or twelve verfes ; not troubling 
yourfelf much about the exafl conneftion, or other criti- 
cal niceties, which may occur, (tho* at other times I- 
would recommend them to your enquiry, as you have 
ability and opportunity ;) but confidering them merely 
in a devotional and prailical view. Here take fuch in- 
ftruftions as readily prefentthcmfelves to your tlioughts^ 
repeat them over to your own confcience, and charge 
your lieart religioufly to obferve them and a£t upon 
them, under a fenfe of the divine authority which ar- 
tibnds them. And ify«u pray over the fubllance ofthTs 
^fcripture, with your biWe open before you, it msy im- 
prefs your memory and your heart yet more deeply, and 
may form you a copioufncfs and variety, both ot thougl)t 
and expreffion in prayer. 

§. 10. It might be pioperfto clofe thefe devotions, 
with a Pialm or Hymn: And I rejoice with you, thrac 
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thro' the pious care of Dr. Watts^ and £bme other facred 
poets, wc aire provided with fo rich a variety for the aii- 
^fiitance of the clofet and family on thefe occafions, as 
"well as for the fervicc of the fandluary. ^ 

$.11. (II.) The mod material directions which have 
occured to me, relating to theppogrefs of the day, are 

thefe :■? ^That we be ferious in the devotions of the 

day; That we be diligent in thebnfinefs.of it, that, is^ 

in the profecution of our .worldly, callings ; that we be 

temperate and prudent in the recreations of it \ that we 

carefully remark the providences of the day.; that we 

cautioufly guard againft the temptations of it; tl^t we 

/keep up a lively and humble dependence upon the divine 

influence, fuitable to every emergency of it ; that we 

govern our thoughts well in the folitude of the day,-- — 

and our difcourfes well in the converlations of it-? Thefe, 

^Sir, were the heads of a fermon which you lately heard 

me preach on this occadon, and to which I know yoit 

^referred in that r^queit which I am now endeavouring 

to anfwcr. I vn 11 therefore touch upon the moft mate* 

rial hints, which feJl under each of thcfe particulars. 

}. 12. (f.) For ferioufnefs in devotion^ whethe^^pub- 
lic or domeilic : Let us take a few moments, before wc 
enter upon fuch folemnities, to paufe, and refledi, on the 
pcrfedlions of the God we are addreffing to, on the ira« 
portance of the bufinefs we are coming about, on the 
{)leafure and advantage of a regular and devout atten-^ 
dance, and on the guilt and folly of an hypocritical for- 
mality. When engaged, let us maintain a ftrift watch- 
fulnefs over our own fpirits, and check the firlt wandei- 
ings of thought. And when the duty is over, let us 
immediately refleft on the manner in which it has been 
performed, and afk our own" confciences whether wc 
have reafon to conclude, that we ars^accepted of God in 
it ? For there is a certain manner in going thro* thefe of- 
fices, which our own hearts will immediately tell us, it 
is iirpofljble for God to approve: And if we have inad- 
vertently fallen into it, we ought to be deeply humbled 
/ ;bcfoie God for it, led our very prayer become fin (b), 
§• 13* (2') As for the hours of worldly buGnefb; 

whctlier 
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whether hbc, as with you, that of the hands 5 or whe- 
:thcr it be the labourof a learned life, not immediately re- 
.lating to religious matters .Let us fct to the profecution 
of it with a fetife of God's authority, and with regard 
to his glory. Let us avoid a dreitming, fluggiih, indolent 
temperi which nods over its work>ahd does only the bu- 
finefsof one hour in two or three. In oppofition* to thijs» 
which runs thro' the the life of fome people, who yet 
tlunk they are never idle,4et us endeavour to difpatch as 
much as we well can in aiittle time; confidering, that 
it is but a little we have in all. And let us be habitually 
fenfible of the need we have of the divine bleffing, to 
make our labours fuccefsful. 

4- 14- (3«y Forfeafonsof diverfion : Letustakecare, 
riurt ourreereationB be well ichofen; that they be purfu- 
'.^ with a good intention, to fit us for a renewed appli- 
cation to the labours of li^ ; and thus, that they be only 
iifed in fubordination to the honour of God, the great 
end of all our a£iions. Let us take heed, that our hearts 
be not tftranged from God by them; and that they do 
not take up too much of our tima: Always remembering, - 
that the faculties of the human nature, that the advanta-. 
ges of the chriftian revelation, were not given us in vain; 
but that we are always to be in purfuit of fome great and 
honourable end, and to indulge ourfelvesin amufements 
and diverfions no farther, than as they may make a part 
in a fchenje of rational and manly, benevolent and pious • 
conduft.- 

§. 15. (4.) For the obfervation of providences: It- 
will be ufeful to regard the divine intorpofition, in our 
comforts and in our affli£tions. In our comforts, whe- 
* ther more common or extraordinary: That we find our- 
felves in continued health ; that we are furnilhed with 
food for fuppdrt and pleafure ; that we have fo many a- 
greeabie ways of employing our time; that we have fo ' 
many friends, and thofe fo good, and fo happy; that our 
bufinefs gpes on profperoufly, that wc go out and come 
in fafely ; and that we enjoy compofure and chearfulaefs 
of fpim, without which nothing elfe could be enjoyed. 
^ ' Q^a Ail- 
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1 34 Temptations Jhoald be nvatched agaln/i. Chap; ip 

All thefe (hould beregarded as providential favours, and 
due acknowledgements fhouldbe made to^God on thefe 
accounts, as we pafs thro'fuch agreeable fcenes* On the 
other hand, providence is to be regarded in every difap- 
pointment, in every lofs,.in every pain, in every inftance 
of unkindnefs fjom thofe who hav,e profefTed friendfliip: 
And wc (hould endeavbur to argue ourfelves into a pati- 
ent fubmifFion, from this confiderationjthat the baud of 
God is always mediat^ly> if not immediately in each of 
them ; and that if they are not properly the work of pro* 
vidence, they are at leall under its direftlon. It is a re- 
flexion, wiich we fliould particularly make with relation 
to thofe little crofs accidents, "( as we are ready to call 
them,) and thofe in'frrmities and follies in the temper and 
conduft of our intimate friends^ which elfe may be rea- 
dy to difcorapofe us^ And it is the more neceffary to 
guard our minds here, as wife and good men oft^n lo£e 
the command of themfelves cm thcfc comparatively little 
occafions \. who calling up reafon and ^religion to their 
afliftance, (land the (hock of great calamities with forti- 
tude and refolution* - '' 

{. 1 6. (5). For watchful nefs againft temptations : It^ 
is n^ceffary,. when changing our place, or our employ- 
ment to reflect, ^ What friares attend' me here ?* And 
as this fhouki be our habitual care, fb we (hould efpeci- 
ally guard againft thofe fnares which in the nvorning we 
fcrefaw. And when we are entring on thofe circum-^ 
ftances in which we expedled the aflfault, we (hould re- 
fle£l, efpecially if it be a matter of great importance^ 
* now the combat is going to begin : Now God and the 
blelTed angels are obfervingy what coriftancy, what for- 
titude there is in my foul ; and how fax the divine autho- 
rity, and the remembrance* of my own prayers and rfefo- 
liitions, will weigh with me, when it comes to a trial, 

J. 17. (6.) As for dependence on divine grace for in^ 
fluence 5 it mud be univerfai : And fince we always need 
it, we muft never forget that nece(lity. A moment 
fpentin humble fervent br^atjVings after the co/nmunica- 
tions of the divine a(riftance may do. rpore good, than 
many milMites fpent in. mere rcafonings ; And tho* in- 
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^ap* tp* and divine qffifiance atwaysi fought. i'^j' 

deed this {houldn6t-be neglefted, fincc the light of rcaS- 
fonis a kind oF divine illumination > yet (lili it ought to 
be purfued in a due fcnfe of our 3ependerice on the fa- 
ther of lights, or where we think ourfelves wifeft, we 
may become vain in our imagination (c). Xet us there- 
fore always call upoQ God •, and fay, for inllance, whea 
we are going to pray*, * Lord, fix niy attention ! awaken 
• my holy affeAions, and pour out ypon me the fpirit of 
grace and of fupplication (d) V When taking up the bi- 
ble, or any other good bode, *'opcn thou mine eyes that* 
I may behold wondrous things out of thy^ law (e)!* en- 
lighten mine tfnderftanding ! warm my heart f may my" 
good refolutions be cot^firmed, and aH the coufrfeof my" 
life in a proper manner regulated K whenr addreflrng our-' 
felvesto any worldly bufinefs, * Lord, profper thou ihe 
work of mine hands upon me(f); and give thy bluffing 
to my honeit endeavours } when going to any kind of* re- 
creation, Lord, bkfs my refrefhments ! let me not forget 
thee in thexq, but (IrH keep thy glory in view ! when 
coming into company, Lord, may I do, and get good ! 

• let ho corrupt coinmunrcation proceed out of my 
mouth, but that whieh is good to ufe of edifying, that it 
may minifter gtace to the hearers (g) !* when entering 
upon difficulties, Lord give me *that wifdom, which is 
pirofitable to dire£l (h) ! teach me thy Way, and lead me 
in a plain p;ath(iy wiien encountering with temptati.»ns, 

* let thy itrength, i) gracious redeemer,* be made pex*s. 
feft in my weaknefs (k) P Thefe inftances may illullrate 
the defign of • fhis jiiredion, tho' they be far from- 
a- compleat en-urae'ration of all the circ umltances irt' 
which it. is to be regarded. - 

J. 1 8. (7.) For the government of our thoughts in f<^- ' 
litude •• Let us aecuitom ourfelves, on all occafions, to 
exercife a due command over our thoughts. Let us take 
care of thoie entanglements of paffion, and thofe attach- 
menr^ to'any prefent interelt and view, which would de- 
prive us x)f our power over ihem. Let us fet before us 
0^3 ,fome 

(c) Itom. i. 21, aV (d) Zech. xii. 10. fe] Pfiil. cvx. ig. (f) 
PlaL xc. 17. (grEplu IV. a^. [hj Eccl. x. 10, ^i; i^tul. x:.>a. 
M.- fkj i Cor, sii. 9. n,^,^r^], 



y 8 (5 Tie thughts anddifemrfes ioH^owrneS, .Ghap. I9>. 

fiwneprofitabic fubjcfl of thought : ^u<;ha^y the, perfec- 
tions of the Weffcd God, the loyeof Chrift^thcvaluetOf 
time^ the x:crtainty and iropprtan^e pf dea^h and j*idg* 
meiit,and the ctejrr^ity of happinefaor inifery whi^h is-to 
follow. Let. OS alfb at fpch .witerv^U.reaea„pnswhat.we 
have obfervcd as to the ftateof our own fouls^^th re- 
gard to the-adipaoce or decline of religion \ ,or on the Jaft 
/ermon . we have heard, or the.lafl; portion ,of fcriplurewe- 
tave read. You may perfcf^p ^j in, this, conrneftk)|i. Sir,. 
iecolle£l M^hat I have (if I remember right,) prppofed to* 
you in converfartion ^ that it might be very vfeful to fe- 
ie£l Ibmc one yerfe of fcriptMxey which twe had inet^with 
in the morning, and totreafurc it up in our miQ<}|.jrefolv-^ 
ing to think of that at any time*r«(hen we are^at a lofs for 
matter of pious reflexion, in any intcrvds of leififcrefor 
.entering Mpon it* This, will often be as a fpfiiifig, f^oia^ 
.whence many profitable and delightful thoughts maya^ 
rife, which perhaps we did iiiot.before fee in that cfta- 
jne^ion and force. Or if it fljould not be fo,.yet I a«i 
perfuaded Jt ,will be muoh better to repeat the fj^me fcrip- 
ture in our .mind ati hundred times a d%yi with ic^me^ 
pious ejaculation formed upon it, than, to leave our 
thoughts at themcrcy of all thpfe varicnus^ trifles,, which, 
may otherwife intrude upon, us \^ tljCv variety of which, 
will be far from making amends for their lenity. 

'{• l^\%*)\^'Mi^yioxx\iz government of our- difqoAirfe 
ia -company i We ihould take great care, that nothing: 
m^ efcape us, whidvcan expbfe us,,©roux chrifti?»n,pio«- 
fefljon, tocenfu^e and reproach 5. Nothing injjoi^ious to 
. thofe that, arc abfent, or to thofe that, are pxcfent j no— 
ihing- malignant, nothing infiaccrci nothipg.whichxoayt 
corrupt,nothing which may provoke/nothing. which may: 
miflead thofe about us. Nor ihould w<c^,by any means,-, 
he content, that 'whaftwc fay is innocent : it ihould he- 
our defirc, thatit may be edifying,.. to puxfelves and o- 
tliers.. Irvthisviow, wdhould cadeavour*toiiaye fome. 
fubje£l of ufeful.difcourfe always -ready; in which we :* 
may be affifted by the hints given, about furniture for^ 
thought, under ine former head. We^ould watch for - 
c'ecent opgortirnitics ofintroducing ufcfuL reflexions/ - 
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. C3iap. xp. Dirtff ions for iht chfe of the daj* < 1 87 

/.andif a pious friend attempt to dd it, weflioUld endea- 
vour to fccond it immediately. When the conveiifatbn 

* does not turn direfUy on religiousfubje^Si we fiiould 
; endeavour to tnake it improving fome other way : * Wc 
^ fiiould 4refl^^ on the charaficr aiid capacities of our^om- 

V pany, that wc may lead thtm to talk of what they un- 
X deriland beft ; for their difcoi)iTfes on thofe fubje6t8 will 

probably be moft pleafing to thcfufelves, as well as moft 
J ufeful to us. , And in paufesof difcourfe, it may not be 
f improper to lift up an\holy ejaculation to God, that his 

grace may aflift us andourfriends in ourend^aveurs'ta 
'do- good to each other ; -that all we fay, and^do, may be 

worthy the chara^er- of reitfonajble creatures and of 
- chriftians. 

f. 20. (in.) The dircftions for a religious clofmg of 
' the day, which I (hall here mention, are only two.^ -Let 

us fee to iti that the fecret duties of the^ evening, be well 
J performed y ^ andkt us ly down on our beds ima 

* pious frame. 

§.ai;(x.)For fecret devotion in the evening, I would 
-propofe a "method Ibmething different from that in the 

* morning; but dill, as then, with due allowances for cir- 
' cumftances, which may make unthbught of alterations 

proper.^ I fbould,. Sir, advife to read a portion<)f Scrip- 
ture in the firil place,swith Suitable reieftions, and pray- 
er, aS' above •, Then to rfcad a hymn, or pfahn : After this 
•to enter on felf-examioation, to be followed by a longer 
prayer,tban that which followed reading, to be formed 
en this review of the day.. In this addrefs to the throne . 
of grace it will be highly proper, to intreat that Gbd 
. would pardon die omiiitonsand offences of the day ; to 
ipraifehim for mercies temporal and fpiritual \ to^recom- 
snend ourfelves to his proteftion for the enfuing night j 
with proper petfHons for others, wbon^ we ought to bear 
on our hearts before him *, and particularly, for thofe 
itiend^ with whom we have converfed or correfponded, 
an the preceding day. Many other concerns will occur 
both in the morning and evening prayer, which I have 
am here hinted at j , but 1 did not apprehend, that a full 

enumeration 
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enumeration of thefe things belonged^ by any means^ to 
our prefent purpofc* 

j.,22* Before I quit thi^hcad, I mud take the liber- 
ty to remind you, that felf-examination is fo important 
a duty, that it will be^worth our while to fpend a few- 
words upon it. And this branch of it is fo eafy^ that 
when we have proper queftions before us, afty perform 
ef a common underftand^ng may hope to go thro* it 
with advantage under the divine bleffing. 1 oflFcr yott- 
therefore the following queries, which i hope you will, 
with fuch alterations as you may judge requifite, keep " 
near you for daily ufe — ^ ■ ■ . ** Did *I awake as with 
God this morning, and rife with a grateful fenfe of his 
goodnefs ? How were the fecrft devotions of the mora- 
ning performed ? Did I o^r my folemn pfaifes, and re« 
new the dedication of myfelf to God, with becomings 
attention and fuitable afieftions ? Did I lay my fcheme 
for the buGnefs of the day wifely and well ? How did 
i read the fcripture, and any other devotional or prac- 
tical piece, which I might afterward^^ cortveniently re-- 
view ? Did it do my heart good, or was it a mere a- 
mufement ?-— How have the other dated devotions o£^ 
die day been attended, whether in the family or in pub-^ 
lie? Have I^purfiied the common bufineis of the day. 
with diligence and fpirituality; doing every thrng. in fea- 
fen, and with aU convenient difpatch, . and as unto the- 
liOrd(i)! What time have I loft this day, in the morn- 
ing or the forenoon, in the afternoon, or the evening i^" 
(for thefe divifions will afift your rccoUediion \) * and* 
what has occafioncd the lofsof it I Withr what temper, . 
and under what regulations, have the recreations of' 
this day been purfued ! Have 1 feen the hand of God ^ 
>n my mercies, health, chearfulnefs, food, clothing, > 
books, prefervation in jourmes, fuccefs of bufincfs, con»^- 
vcrfation and kindnefs of friends, &c.i Have 1 feen it 
in affliftions, and particularly in little things which had - 
a tendency to veic and dilquiet me? And with regard 
to this interpofition^have I received my comforts thank- - 
follyi and my.affliilions fubmiflively? How have Iguari-^- 

ed' 
l?JC»Liii» »> n \ 
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Chap* 19. * felf^xamhtation in iheevetiiAg. rjp 

ed againil the temptations of the day,particularly againfl: 
this or that temptation, which I forcfaw in the morn- 
ing? Have I maintained an humble dependance on di- 
vine influences ? Have I lived by faith in the Son of 
God (m), and regarded Chrift this day, as my teacher and 
governor, my atonement and intcrceffor, my example 
and guardian, my flrength and forerunner ) Have I been 
looking forward to death and eternity this day, and con- 
fidered myfelf as a probationer for heaven, and thro*" 
grace an expeftant of it? Have I governed my thoughts 
well, efpecially in fuch or fuch -in interval of folitude ? 
How was my fubj>ft of thought this day chofeo, and 
how was it regarded ? Have I governed my difcourfca 
well in fuch and fuch company? Did I fay nothing 
paffionate,mifchievous,flanderou{',imprudent, impertin- 
ent ? Has my heart this day been full of love to God, 
and to all mankind ; and have I fought, and found, and 
improved opportunities of doing and of getting gobd ? 
"With what attention and improvement have Tread the 
fcripture this evening ? How was felf-exiimination per- 
formed the lail night \ and how have I profited this day 
by any remarks I then made on former negligences and 
miftakes ? With vhat temper, did I then lie down, and 
compofe myfelf to ileep ?" , 

J. 23^ You will eafily fee. Sir, that thefe queftidns 
are fo adjufted, as to be an abridgement ef the mod ma- 
tetjai advices J have given in tjiis letter ; and I believe 
I need not, toaperfon of your underftanding, fay any 
thing as to the ufefulnefs of fuch enquiries. Confcience 
will anfwer them in a few minutes ; but if you think 
them too large and particular, you may make a ftill 
fliorter abftraft for daily, ufc, and refervc thefe, with 
fuch obvious alterations as will then be neceflary, for 
feafons of more than ordinary exaftnefs in review, which 
liiope will occur at lead once a week. Secret devo- 
tion being thus perfbrn;ied, before drowfinefs render us 
unfit for it, the interval between that and our going 
to reft muft be conduced by the rules mentioned un- 
der the next head. And nothing will farther remain to- 
be confidered bere^ but ' ' §24 
\m\^ GaL a. ao. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



t^o WefioM lie ddwnvntb afreperUmper^ Chap.- 15J.*- 

$.24. (2.). The fetitunentSy with Mrhich we fhould 
liedown, andcompofe ourfelves toikep. Nowhere it 
18 <^vioufly fiikabk^ to think of the. divine goodnefs^. 
in adding another dajTy and the mercies of it to the for- 
mer days and mercies of our life ; to take notice of the* 
indulgence of prondence, in giving us commodious ha- 
bitations and^eafy beds, and continuing to us foch health, 
of body> thatwe can lay ourfelves down at eafe upon^ 
them^ and fuch ferenity of mind as^ leaves us any K>om 
to hope for refrefliing fleep : A refrefluncnt to be ibughr^ 
not merely as an indulgence to animat natm-e, but ^a 
what our wife preator^ in order to keep us humble in 
themidft of fo^any in&rmitiesi has been pleafed to 
make neceflary -to our being able to purfue his fervice 
with renewed alacrity. Thus may our fleeping, as well' 
, as our waking hours, be in fomefenfe devoted to^God. 
. And when we are juft going to refij^ ourfelves to the 
image of death, (to what oneof the ancients beautiful- 
ly calls its lefler myfteries,) it is alfo evidently proper, 
to think feriouily of that end of all the living, and to- 
renew thofe a€lmgs of repentance attd faitlrjvhich -we " 
; fhould judge ' neceffary, if we w^re^ ta wake no more- 
. here. You have once. Sir, fcen a meditation of that 
Icind in my hand : I will tranfcribe it for you in the poft« 
fcript 5 and therefore (hall add no more to this hcadi but 
here put a clofe to the directions youdefired. 

§. 25. I am perfuaded, the mod important of them' 

have in one form or another, been long regarded by 

you, and made governing maxims of your lite. I ihall 

greatly rejoice if the review of th«fc, and the exami- 

. nation and trial of the reft, may be a means of leading. 

you into a more intimate communion with God, and fo 

of rendering your life morepleafant and ufeful, and your 

I eternity, whenever that is to commence, more glorious. 

There is not a human -creature upon earth, whom- 1 

. ihouldnot delight to ferve in thefe important interefts 5 

^ but I can faithfully aflure you, that I am* with pafrlicular 

-.refpeft. 

Dear Sir, 
Your very affedlionate^ friend and fervant. 
\ J. 26. 
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''^Qiap. tp* A view ofJudk^ ai^tbf dofi ofthriof. ipi . 

5. ^6. Tbfe, reader, witb the alteration of a very few 
jwordsy is the letter I wrote to a very worthy friend^ (now^ 
I doubt not, with God,) about fixteen y^s ago: And 
I can afliiredly fay, that the experience of each ofthefe 
years has confirmed jne- in tbefe views and eftablllhed 
me in'the perfuaiion, << that one day thus fpent is pre- 
ferable to whole years of Jenfuality, and the negle^ of 
religion/' I chofe to infert the letter as it is, becaufit 
I thought the freedom and particularity of the advice. 
I had given in it, would appear moft natural in its ori- 
ginal form; And as I propofe to inforce thefe advices 
in the next chapter, I (hall conclude this with that me* 
ditation,* which I promifediny friend as a pofcript \ 
and which I could wi(h you, to make fo familiar to 
yourfelf, as that you might be able to recoiled the 
fubftance of it, whenever you compofe yourfelf to fle^« 

Aferioits View of Death, proper to he taken as we lie 
down, on our Beds* 

<•: /^H "JJ ^^^ ^ook forward a little with feriouf- 
* . V^ "c^ si^d attention, and learn wifdom by the 
coyfidcration of thy latter end (n). Another of thy 
mortal 4ays is now numbered and finifhed : And as 1 
have put off my clothes, ^nd laid myfelf upon my bed 
for the repofe of the nighty fo will the day of life quick- 
ly come to its period, fo mud the body itfelf be put 
off, and laid to its repofe in a bed of duft. There let 
it reft ; for it will be no more regarded by me, than 
the clothes which I have now laid afidc. I have ano- 
ther far more important concern to attend; Think, 
Oh my foul, when death comes, thou art to enter upon 
the eternal world, and to be fixed eitlier in heaven or 
in hell. All the fchemes and cares, and hopes and 
fears, the pleafares and forrows of life, will come to 
their period, and the world of fpirits will open up- 
on thee. And Oh, how fopn may it open J Perhaps 
before the returning fun bring on the light of another 
day. To-morrow's, fun ipay not enlighten mine eves 
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If2 jtper/uqfive U follow fhefe direBions* Chap, ^ip* 

but only (hinc round a fenfelefs corpfe, which may Ijr 
in the place of this animated body ; at leafl the death 
of many in the flower of their age, and many who Were 
fuperiorto me incapacity, piety, and the profpeflsofufe- 
fulnefsi mayloudly warnmenot todepend on a long life, 
and engage me rather to wonder that I am continued 
here; fo many years^ than to be furprized if I am fpeedily 
removed. 

" And now, Oh my foul; anfwer as in the fight of 
God 5 Art thou ready ? Art thou ready ? Is there no 
fin unforfaken, and fo unrepentcd of to fill me with 
anguiih in my departing moments, and to make me 
tremble on the brink of eternity ? Dread to remain un- 
cer the guilt of 4t, and this^ery moment renew thymoft 
earned applications to the mercy of God, and the blood 
of a redeemer, for deliverance from it- 

" But if the great account be/already adjufted, if 
thou haft cordially repented of thy numerou3 ofl^onces, 
if thou haft fincerely committed thyfelf by faith into 
thefhands of the BlefTed Jefus, and haft not renounced 
thy covenant with him by returning to the aHowed prac- 
tice of fin,; then ftarc not at the thoughts of a fepara« 
tion \ it is not in the power of death to hurt a foul 
devoted to God, and united to tlie great Redeemer. It 
may take me from my wordly comforts } it may difcoh- 
cert and break my fchemes for fervice on earth : But 
Oh my foul, diviner entertainments, and nobler ferviccs 
wait thee beyond the grave. For ever bluffed be the 
name of God, and the love of Jefus, for thefe quieting, 
encouraging, joyful views ! I will now lay me down 
in peace, and fleep (o) > free from the fears of what 
(hall be the iflfue of this night, whether life or death 
fliall be appointed for me. Father into thine hands I 
commend my fpirit (p) ; for thou haft redeemed me, O 
God of truth (xj), and therefore I can chfearfully refer it 
to thy choice, whether I iliall wake, in this world, or 
another. 

CHAP. 

(o) Pfel/ iv. 8 [pj Lokc xxiii. 46. fq] Piah xxxi. /. 
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a^% lO#^ jI peffoa^vt iofolhnitthefe direilbns. tpj 
CHAP. XX. 



' A feridus parfuftfiire to fiich a method of fpcnding our 
day^, as is rcprcftnted in the former Chap- 
ter. 



K^ri/Hafis fx their viHvs too lonOy Hnd indulgi too indolent h 
dlfpojition^nohich makesiimorenecvffary^ottrgefucha life^ as 
thdt undet confidefation. ^. 1.2. It is thefefore infoi'ced^ 
{\*) Front its being apparently reafonable^ conjidering 
our/elves as the creatures of God^ and as redeemed by the 
blood of Chri/ff f. 3 f2.J From its evident tendency fj 
conduce to our comfort in life. $ 4. ^3.^ From the injiu* 
^nce it liiillhavi to promote our ufefulrtefs to others. §. 5, 
( ^.) From its efficacy to make affiiEfions lighter. \. 6, 
(j.) From its happy afpeEl on deaths §. 7, And^ (.6.^ 
■On eternity. $. 8. Whereas not to difire improve me/it 
nvould argue a foul deflitute of religion. J. 9. A prayer 
fuit^to thejhte ofafiul^ who longs to attain jhe life re* 
contmended above^ 

J. I. T HAVE befen afligning, in the preceding chap^ 
* ter, what I fear will feem to fonrie of my read- 
ers fohard a taflc, that they will want coufVage to attempt 
it ; and indeed it is a life in niany refpedls fo far above 
•that of the generality of chriftians, that I am not with- 
out apprehenfions, that many, who deferve the name> 
m^y think the direftions^ after all the precautions with 
which I have propofed them, are carried to an unnecef- 
faiy degree of nicety and ftriftnefs. But I am pcrfuad- 
•cd, much of the credit and comfort of chriftianity is 
loft, in cotifequence of its profeffors fixing their aims 
too low, and not conceiving of their highland holy- 
calling in fo elevated and fublime a view, as the nature 
of religion would recjuire, and the word of God would 
dire£!, I am fully convinced, that the cxprefTions of 
, walking with God, of being in the fear of the Lord all 

K ^ T th.- 
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-the Hay long fa), and, above all, that of loving the Lord 
our God with ail our hearty and ibul^ and mind, and 
ftreTJgth(b), rouft require, if not all thefe circum(lance5i» 
yet the fubUance of all that I have been recommend- 
ing, fo far as we have capacity, leifure, and opportuni- 
ty ;. And I cannot but think, that many might com- 
mand more of the latter, and perhaps improve their ca- 
pacities too, if they would take a due care in the govern- 
ment of themfelves ; if they would give up vain and un- 
iieceiTary diverfions, and certain indulgences, which on- 
ly fuit and delight the lower, part of our nature, and 
(to fay the. bed of them) deprive us of pleafures much 
better than themfelves, if they do not plunge us , into 
guilt. Many of thefe rules would appear eafily pra£li« 
cable, if men would learn to know the vahieoftime, 
and particularly tojredeero it from unneceflary fleep^ 
which wafles many gold^en hours of the day^ Hours in 
which many of God's fervants are delighting themfelves 
1(1 him, and drinking in full draughts of the water of 
life, while thefe thcirbrethr^iXare flumbering upon their , 
betis, and loll in vain dreafn^, aa furbelow the commoa 
entertainments of a rational creatuce, as, the plcaTureui 
of the fublimeft devotion are above thenu 
' J. 2. I know likewife, that the mind Is very fickle 
and inconltant j and that it is a hard thing to prefervc 
fuch a governmerit and authority over our thoughts, as 
would be very deii rcabk, and as the plan I have laid 
down will rcjcjuire. But fo ir.uch of the honour of God, 
and fomuch of our own true happinefs, depends upoa 
it, that 1 beg you will givje me a patient and attentive 
hearing while I am pleading with you,and that you will 
lerioufly examine the arguments, and d)en judge, whe- 
ther a care and conduit like that which I have advifed» 
be notin itfelfreafonable; and whether it will not be 
highly conducive to your comfort and ulefulnefs in life, 
your peace in yd eath, and the advancement andincreafe 
4?f your etarn;il glory. ' ^ 

J. J. Let cbnfcience fay, whether fuCh a life, as I have . 
^elcnbed above, be not in itfclf highly reafonable. Look 

over 

taj Prov. xxiiL I V . (b)Majkxii. m , 
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CHlap. 2bf. frbmjuut ^ohltgatitmrio God and Chrlft. l yj 

over the fubftanceof it again, and bring it undcraclofc 
examination; for I anv' very apprehenGve, that fomc 

'weak objeflrions nray arife againit the whole, which may 
in their confequences affe<a particulars, againft which no 
reafonable man would prefume to make any ob)e<aion 
at all. Recolka, O chriftian, and carry it with you 
in your memory and your heart, while you are purfuing 
this review, that you are the creature of God, that you 
are purchafed with the Wood of Jefus ; and then fav«^ 
Whether thefe relations- in which you Hand, 6x> not de^ 
mand all that application and refolution whichi would 
engage you to. Suppofe all the counfels I have given j 
reduced into praftice : Suppofe every day begua and 
concluded with fuch devout breathings after QoAy and 

• fuch holy retirements foe morning arrd evening con- 
vcrfe with htm and with your own heart : Suppofe a 
daily care, in contriving, how your rime may be ma^ 
staged,, and iir reflecting how it has been employed : 
Suppofe this regard to God, this icxdt of his prefencCi 
and. zeal for his glory, to run thro' yoUr a£ls of wf>r- 
fliip, your houre of buiinefs and recreation : Suppofs' 
this atieation to providence, this guard againd tempra-* 
(ions, this dependence mpon divine influence, this go« 
vcrnmenc of the thoughts in folitude^and of the dif" 
eourfesin company: Nay, I will add farther, fuppofe 
every particular ^tire^ion given, to be purfued, except* 
ing when particular cafes occur, with refpe£): to whlca 
you (hall be able in copfcience to ^ay. *• I wave it^ 
Hot from indolence and carelcflTnefs^bnt becaufc I think 
itwiilhejuit now more pleafing to God to be doing: 
fomething elfc*," which may ©ften happen in humau' 
Hfe, where general rules are beft concerted : Suppofe, 
I fay, ail ihia to be done, not for aday> or a week^ bur 
thro' the remainder of life; whether longer orlhorter ; 
and fuppofe this to be reviewed at the clofe of life,' in 
the full exercifeof your rational, faculties : Will there 
bereafon to (ay^in the refleflion, "I have taken jroo 
much pains in religion; The author of my being did 
not deferve all this from me: Lefs diligence, lefs fide- 
lity, kfs zeal than this^ might have been an equivalent 

R a- ^ ^ . fcr 
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^g6 It will iordidce to your cpm^rt ir^fe% Qiap. iS 

for the blood which was flied for my rodemptjoQ. A 
part of my hf art, a part of my timey.a pact ^ roy J*- 
. bourSy might have fafficed for bim> .who hajth j^ven.iae 
all my po.wer& ^ for him, who hathdcliirered.me fxiom 
that deftru£Uon, which wouki hav€ made them my 
cvcrlafting torment 5. for him who i$ raiGn^ me to tte 
regions of a blifsfuliajmoitality." Can ygu with any 
face fay this ? If yoa cannot, then furely yoAir . c^nfci- 
ence bears witt^efs, thatjall I have .recomtnended un<ter 
ihe limitations above, is reafonabie ; that duty and gra- 
titude require it; and confequehtly, that by every al- 
lowed failure in it, you bring guilt upon your awn 
foul, you offend God^ and \x£i unworthy your cbriiUaa 
•profeffion. v">, -^ 

}. 4. I intreat you farther to cbnfider. Whether Cudi 

a conduct as i have now been recommjending, would 

not conduce much to your comfort and ufefulnefs in 

life. Refleft (crioufly what is true happine&? £)pe$ 

itconfill in diftauce from Cod, or in Aearne&tol^ipai 

tSurelyyoa cannot be a chriftian, fureiy you cannot be 

a rational man, if you doubt, wiiether communion with 

thegreat Father of our fpirits he a pleafure and feK»- 

city : And if it be, then furely they enjoy .rnoft pf it, 

wba keep him moll: conftantly ia view. You eannot 

but know in your own confcjence, that it is this wbiob 

makes the happinefsc^ |ieaven \ a^d therefore tihe i^ore 

of it any man enjoys upon earth, the mor^e .of iieav^n 

comes down into his foul. If you hav£ {nade aTiy trial 

of religion^ tho' it be but a few months or weeks Cnce 

you firft became acquainted withit, youm^ be fome 

judge of it upop your own experience, which har^ 

been the rooft pleafant days of your life. Hav« they 

not been thofci| in which you iave aftcd moil upon 

thefe principles 5 thofe, in which you have moft ftea^ 

diiy and refolutely carried them thro' every hour of 

time, and every circumitance of Hfe i The check, which 

you mud in many indances give to your own inclina« 

lions mightf^m difagreeabie ; biitit would furely be 

overbalanced in a moil happy manner, by the fatiafac- 

tion you would find in a confcio^ifnefi^ of felf-goven[i* 

,mcnt} ^ 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Chap. 20. ani^hefpto mak pu ufeful to othelru 197 

jncnt } in having inch a commend of your thoughts, af- 
feftions, and a£lions as is lihuch more glorious than any 
authority of others can be, 

$. 5; I wx>uld alfo intreat you to confider the influ- 
ence, which fuch axondu£l as this ^ might have upon* 

. the happinefs of others. And it iseafy to be feen, it 
muft b« very great ; as. you wonkMind your heart always 
difpofed to watch every opportunity* of doing good, 
and to Ceize it with eagernefs and delight. It would 
engage you to make it the fliudy and bufinefs of* your 
life, to order things in fuch a manner that the end of 
one kind and ufeful aftion might be the beginnirlg of 

.another; in which you wouMga on as naturally, as 
the infenbr animals do in thofe productions and actions 

' by which mankind are relieved or ioriched ; or as the 
earth bears her fuccef&ve crops of different vegetable 
fupplies. And tho* mankind be, in this corrupt (late, 
fo unhappily inclined to imitate evil examples rather than" 
good; yetJt may be expe£led, that while your light fiiines 
before men, fomc feeing your good works, will endea- ^ 
TOur to transcribe them in their own lives, and fo to 
glorify your Father which is in heaven (c). The charm 
of fuch beautiful models would furely imprefs fome, 
and incline them at lead to attempt an imitation; and 
every attempt would difpofc to another. And thus 
thro' the divine goodnefs|- you might be intituled to u 
-ftare in the praifc, and the- reward, not only of the 
good you had immediately done- yourfelf, but Hlcewife 
^that which you had engagedpthers to do. Awd no eye,. 
but that of an alUfearching God, can fee, into 
what diftant times or places the blefled confequences 
may reaeh* In every ^ inftance in which thefe cOnfe- 
<^ences appear, it will put a generous- and fubli^ic joy 
into your heart, which no worldly profperiiv could af- 
ford, and which would be the livelielt embleai ot that 
high delight which the blefTed God feels, in feeing and 
inaking his creatures hr^py^ . 

§. 6. It is true indeed, that,^amidil all thefe pious 

and benevolent cares, afHiif:t»ons may come, and in ib.rve 
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mcafur? iptefrupt you in th^ mi4ft of yQ^r prpjefted 
fchemes. ^^t iTur^ly tl^f^ aStifiiops wUl fit o^iiKch 
lighter when your heart is gladdened sif\th, t^e- peace- 
ful and joyful refleflipns o/ your pvffn min4» ar^d with 
fo honomral>Ie atciftimony of cpnfctence before God ^nd 
xn,^n : delightful it M^ill b>fe;> to gq h9Qk to paft £cenea 
in your pleapii^ rey^\^» aq4 to tbmk, that jisftn h^ne 
not only bpe^i (^nceircly hutr|blj|;^g jo»xk]S &>r ihoie 
pall offences,, \yhich afflictions may/ bring t^ yojur re- 
membrance; b»tt that youh^ve gi^en fubftaptiai proofs 
Qf the &ncerity pf th^t hutngmia,tip?i/ by a seal reioro^- 
tion of >9^h^t has been amifs^ and by ailing with ftrenu*, 
ous and vigofpt]^ refolution on the contrary prineipie*^ 
And while co^vcpfe with Gp4>aftd dcting good |oi menr 
are made ^he great bufinefa and plcafuve of life> yotr 
will find ^ tbou&nd opportunities of en^gynoent \ e^n 
IB the lipidtt of thofe affli^ionsj whicb would reotdfit 
you fo incap:able of rcliihing the pteafure* q4 fenft,^ 
that the very mention of them, migbl in thpfe ckdun- 
ftances feenp^ a^ infult and a reprpaeh. 

j. 7. At lengthy death will come \ thajt fp}eom an/& 
important hour^ which hath been paffed thcoi^g^ by fo 
many thpu(ands who have in the main lived (iich a ijfe^ 
and by fp many millions who have ne^cAcd it, Ami 
let confcience fay, if there was ever one of all thefe 
xnillio^i^, who had then any i;eafon ta rejoice is that nc^ 
g)e£l V or any one, among the moft ftri^l and eseoi^: 
p^lary chriftians, who then" lamented that his heart andr. 
life had ben too zealouffiy devoted to Gtjd ? Let coBb^ 
fgience fay, whether they have wilted to haw a pact 
of tha^t tjme,. which they have thus employed^ giveiv 
back ta them again, that thej might be more copformedA 
to this world -y that theyjD^hrpluiige themfelves.deep- 
er into its amufcmeats, orpuifue its honours,, its pofr^ 
leflions, or its pleafures, with greater eagernefStthaa^ 
ihey had done? If you were yourfclf dying, anda dear 
friend or child flood near you, and this book and thc-- 
l^ft chapter of it 'Ibould chance to come into^your 
thoughts, would youcaution that friend or child againlt 
-uoiitiucliniT himfelf by fueli rules as I have - advanced ?^ 
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CHap? 5^0* fmie 4^atb #^, <i«f etffni4f gUrhni. Ip^ 

The queftion may p€rbap$ fe^m uai^ceflkry, whefe Uie 

anfw^r is fo-plair> and fo certain. Well tihen, let m« 

biefcecl) yw, |q learn how you (hould live, by refle^'^ 

lug hov you would die, and jvh^ a courfc you would 

wifli to look back upon„ when you are juft quitting thi$ 

WQrId, and entering ypon another. Think fertoufly i 

yffh^ if de^ih (hould furprizc yoi; on a fudden, and 

you fhottld be called in^ eternity at an hour's or a m{% 

nute's warning, would you not wi£h» that your lad day 

ihoi^ld been thus begun; and the couife of its if it were 

^-day of health and a£iivity, fhouid have been thus ma* 

naged ? I . .Would you not wifli, that your liord 

(bould find you engaged in fuch tlK>ughts, and in fuch 

fiurfuitsi Would not the pailage, this flight from earth 

to heaven>be moft eafy, moft pleafant, in this yiew and 

€Q9ine^ion ? And on the other hand, if death fhouid 

m^e more gradual approaches* would^not the remem«> 

bjrance of fuch a pious, holy, humble, diligent, and u£e« 

f ul life, make a dying bed moeh fofter and eafier, than 

it would otherwife be? You would die, depending upon 

ihefe things: Godforbidi, that you fhouid 1^ SenGble of 

your many imperfections, you would, do doubt, defirq 

to throw yourfelf> at the feet of Chrift, that you might 

appear before God, adorned with his righteoufneie, 

and w^fbed from your fins in his blood. You would 

aJfo with your dying breath afcribe to the richea of Us 

grace every good difpofition you bad fouiid in your heart, 

and every worthy a6tion you had been enabled to per«> 

form. But would it not give you a delight woarthy o£ 

being purchaied wijth ten thouiand worlds, to refle^^ ' 

that his grace beftowed upon you had not been m vain; 

^y^ hut thax you had. fipm aj) humble principle o£gra^* 

~ 6il love, glorified your heavenJy Father on earth, and 

in fome degree^ tho' not with the pcrfedJion you could 

defire, finifhed the work which he had given you to do 

(;p)i That you had been living for many pad years as 

on Uie borders of heaven,, and endeavouring to fbrmr 

90ur heart and life^to the tem^ev andmaxuier&oCitsin- 

nabitants». 

§t &> And once move^ let me intreat yow to refle£) 

. tijgdbyGooQle^o 
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on the ticw yott will have of this matter, when you 
come into a world of glory, if (which I hope will be 
the happy cafe^) divine mercy condufl you thither. Will 
not your reception there be afFefted by your care, or 
negligence, in this holy courfc i Will it appear an in- 
different thing in the eye of the bleffed Jefus, who dif- 
tributes the crowns, and allots the thrones there, whe^ 
ther you have been among the^mofl zealous, or the moft 
indolent of his fervants ? Surely you muft wifli, to have^ 
an entrance adminiftered unto you abundantly, into the 
kingdom- of our Lord and Saviour (f) r And what can 
more certainly conduce ta it than to be always abound- 
ing in his work (g) ? Tou cannot thinic fo meanly of 
that glorious ftate, as to imagine, that you (hall there 
look round about with a fecret difappointment, and 
fay in your heart, that you overvalued thi inheritance 
you have received, and purfued it with too tbuch earneft-^ 
nefs. Tou will not furdy complain, that it had toa 
manv of your thoughts and cares : But on the contrary^, 
you nave the highelt reafon to believe, that if any thing 
were capable of exciting your indignation and your 
grief there, it would be^ that, amidd fo manymotives^ 
and fo. many advantages, yoti exert^ yourfeuno*more^ 
in theprofecution of fuch a prize. 

^ 9. But I. will not enlarge on fo clear a cafe, and? 
therefore conclude the chapter with reminding you. That 
to allow yourfelf deliberately to fit down f4tisfied with 
any impcrfe£t attainments in religion, and to look up- 
on a mote confirmed and improved (tare of it as what 
you dd not defire, nay, as what you fecretly refolve 
that you will not purfiie, is one of the moft fatal figns 
we can well imagine, that you- are- an entire ftranger: 
lo the firft principles o£ it. 

AVx2^)trfuitedio ihejlati ofafiuU V>^o defines to Qtiaia 
the life recommended above* 

¥ T^LESSED GOD, I cannot contradia the force 
11 . of thefc reafonings : Oh thatvl might feel more . 
thai .. ver the lafting effeds of them I Thou art the great 
fountain of being, aiid of happinefs ; and as from thee 
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Chzp^XO* nifhQ 'mould. :^ktin<fy^,M la^uf^t^ i^Jife. r^ol 

imy being was da»vexi» fofrom thee jmy i^ppkidfs'di- 
jre£^Iy flo^ ; mid the nearer I sm to ihee, the purer 
jand the more deliisiQus is the ArtsAm* With thee Is the 
fountain of life;. in: thy 'light >may4l:&cJi|[ht(h)'! The 
great objed of my final hope isc Ijo dvr<fll for ever with 
thee. Giire me new fome ferotafte of that dettigbt I 
Give -raei Ihe&ech theeio ;ex^eFience the bleffednefs 
of that man who feareth theliOrd, and who detigfateth 
greatly in his eotnmandnMTnts 1(1)4 ^a«d /o form my heart 
by thy grace^ that I may 4>e in,:the . fear lof the X^ord 
all die day lor^ (k) ! . , v 

*« To thee maymy arwabsning^Imughtshe dur^^^ds 
drad with the ifif ft Tay trflrgbt that -wfita ^miqp.QpeiU^ 
^es, lift up^ D liOixl tl^iight of thy ciQMntefi^ncp Aip- 
K>n me^ (1)1 When my faculties are Toufed from that 
J^roken iiate, in which they Jay, .while bu^ie^jgnd as }$. 
iwcdre^annihilatcd^in: fleopi may tmy fif{^;^^i<]^|i he coq^ 
grated, to thee, O G^, ^who ^giveft 2pe lis^tJ who 
^t^ed .me^ as it wofte^ ^very .inornit^g a newjif/e gnd g 
ikew>rBjdbn ! Enable oiy hes^t to pour ritfelf om( l>^for^ 
;thee, with a filial. jr«ve:ft:n£e4 freedom apd qi:HUarmpnt I 
And may fl hearken to Goti, M.I d&6r^ th^ he iliould 
lieariccn.umo me I . May thy wprd.be reiad witha£t^ntiox| 
and ple^fure I May my foul be delivered into the mold 
•of it, and may: I h»de at in mine heart that> I. may not 
fin againft thae(m)! Animated by thegreat motives tlvir^ 
iuggefted, may Lcvery maraiq^ bejei>ewi«g th^ dedi* 
cation of myfeJf to thee, thro' Jefus thy beloved Son; 
and be deriving from him new fupplies of that ble^ed 
ipirit'of thine, whoije inftu^ces axe the life of my 
foiil! . r 

<* And being ^hus prepared* do thou, Lord, lead me 
ioxAi by theiiand to all the duties and events of the dayi 
in that calling, wherein thou haft been pleaftd to call me, 
iuay I abide with thee(n) ; not being flothful in bufuiefs, 
hut fervent dn fpirit, ferving the Lord (o) ! may I know 
the value of lime, and always improve it to tho heft ad^> 
ivantagei in fuch duties as ^oii hait aiTigned mes how 

low 
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16w focvcT they may fccm, or how painful foever thcjr 

£ ay be I to thy glory, O Lord, may the labours of life 
' purfucd ; and to thy glory may the refrefhments of 
'|t be fought 1 whether \ catf or drinks or whatever I do 

) may that end b? .ftill kept in view, and may it be 
;tained 5 and may every refrefliment, and releafc from 
buHnefs, prepare nw to fenre^thee with greater vigour 
and refolution ( 

<• J({ay mine eye be watchful to obferve the defceht of 
mercies fK>m thee;, and may a grateful ienfe of thine 
hand its, them add a favour and a reliih to all ! and when 
afflt^ions come, which in a' world like this I would ac-» 
cuftom myfelf to expe£lvniay I remember thatthey come 
from thee \ and may that fully reconcile mc to them, 
while I firmly believe, that the fame love which gives 
iis our daily breads appoints iss our daily crofi^s \ which I 
would learn to take up,' that I may follow my dear 
Lord (q), with a temper like that which ie manifcfted^ 
when afcending Calvary for my fake ; faying like him>, 
the cup which my father hath given me, ihall 1 hot drinks 
it (r)? And when I enter into temptation, Ao thou^ 
Lord,deliver me from evil (s) I make me i^nfible, I in- 
treat thee, of my own weaknefs, that my heartmay be 
raifed to thee for prefent communications of proportion- 
able ftrengthi when I am engaged in the fociety of o- 
thers, may it be my defireand care, that I may do, and 
receive as much good as polfible ; ax^d may I continual* 
ly anfwer the great purpofes of life, by honouring thee, 
and difFufmg ufeful knowledge and happinefs In the 
world I And when I am alone, may I remember my hea* 
venly father is with me } may I enjoy the pleafure of 
thy prefence, and feel the animating power of it, awa- 
kening my foul to an earned deiire to think, and a£t,.as 
in thy fight I 

<< 1 hus let my days be fpent ; And let them always 
be clofed in thy fear, and under a fenfe of thy gracious 
prefence I Meet me, O Lord, in mine evening retire- 
ments! May J chufe the mod proper time for them; 

may 

[p] I Cor. X. 31^ [^j M^k viii* 3^. . (r) John aviii II* («1 
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' may I diligently atteod to reading and prayer ; and 
when I review my coiidudt, m^y I do it with an impartial 
eye ! Let not felf-love fpread a falfe colouring over if % 
but may I judge ihyrelf, as one that expe£ls to be judgccl|^ 
of the Lordi and is very foiicitous he may be approvec^ 
by thee, who fearcheft all hearts, and canil not forget any 
of my works (t) ! let my prayer come daily before thee 
as incenfe, and let the lifting up of my hands be as the 
morning and the evening facrifice (u) ! May I refign tsvf 
powers to fleep in fweet calmnefs and ferenity ; confci- 

- ous that I have lived to God in the da^, and chearfully 
perfuaded that I am accepted of thee in Chrift Jcfus my 
Lord, and humbly hoping in thy mercy thto' him, Mrhe- 
thcr my- days on earth be prolonged, or the re(idue of 
them be cut off in the midft (x) ! If death comes by a lei- 
furely advance, may it find me thus employed ; and if I 
am called on a fudden to exchange worlds, may my 'laft 
days and hours be found to have been conducted by fu^h 
maxims as thefe ; that I may have a fweet and eafy paf- 
fage from the fervices of time to the infinitely nobler fer- 
vices of. an immortal ftate! I afk it thro' him, who while 
on earth was the &ireft pattern and example of every^ 
virtue and grace^and who now lives and reigns with thee, 
able to fave unto the uttermotl (y) 5 To Kim having done 
all I would fly, with humble acknowledgement that I am 

' an unprofitable fervant (z}i to him be gloi^, forever and 

ever. AfnenJ* 



<: H A P. 

|t) AmD8 viir 7. f u] Pfal. cxli. ft. [lU Ifa, zzxvUi. M. (y) Hck 
vii. 2J. \{^z) Lukexvii. !•* 




y Google 



204^ Tityiung/i^mfertucmitigmtk Cbsip. 2i« 



CHAP. XX!. 



AGiution againft vavioDS'Teniptatien^ by whicK the 
young Conirert may be drawn afide Aotai the CotirTe 
recommended abote« 



Hangars eontifme^ after the jitfidfffieuhies ( corfiiettd Chap^ 
xvi) art hnkin thn* p l Particuhr cauthfis^ (i.j 
Againfi a^nggijb andindohnt tender. }. 2. (2.) Againjf 
the e^cejffvoe knHoffenJil^'Otpleafktre^ |. '^^ {Leading to a 
negkS of httjifiefs and nteditfo exptnce. $. 4. (3.).^^J^ieDfi|^ 
the fffares^cf 'Odin company > $• 5. (4O Againfi exdtf]^ 
hntries of nxmrldiyhufsn^s'y J. 6. Whtch is inf^ced hj 
. the fatai confequences thrfs }:fave had in many cafes, J. 7. 
yA^ cheater concludes nvkh an exhortation to die to this 
nmrld and live to another i J. 8. And the young con^ 
verfs prayer for divine prate^on againfi the dae^ers arif 
ingfrom thHeftMres. 



$• I. HP HE rcprefentation I have been making of 
•*" the pleafurc and advantage of a life fpent in 
devotednefs to God and communion with I)im| as I hare 
defcribcd it above, will I hope engage you, my dear rea- 
der, to form (bme purpofes, and make fome attempt to 
obtain it. But from conHdering the nature and obferv- 
ing the courfe of things, it appears exceeding evident, 
that beCdesthe general oppofition which I formerly men- 
tioned as like to attend you in your firft entrance on a re- 
ligious life, you will find, even after you have refolutely 
broken thro' this,a variety of hinderances in^any attempts 
of exemplary piety, and in the profecution of a remarks 
ably ftri£l and edifying courfe, will prefent tjicmfelves 
daily in your path. And whereas you may, by a few 

refolute 
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jrefolutc efforts, baffle fomc of the former fort of ene- 
mies \ thefe will be perpetually rervewiog their onfets, 

* .and a vigorous druggie muft be continually maintained 
among them. Give me leave now therefore^ to be pjtr- 
ticular in my cautions againft fome of the chief of them. 
And here I would iniift upon the difficultly^ whii:h >will 
arife from indolence and the love of pleafure, frorn vain 
company, and from worldly ^ares. Each of thefe may 
prove infnaring to any, and efpecially to young per- 
fons, to whom I would now have fome particular re- 

^ard. 

§. 2. I intreat you therefore,, in the firft plac^, that 
you would guard agaitifl a fluggifh and indolent temper. 
The love of eafe infinuates itfeif into the heart, under a 
variety of planfible prjctences, which Ire often allowed to 
j)afs,when temptations of a groiTer nature would not be 
admitted* The mifpending a little time fcems to wife 
and'gopd men but a fraall matter j yet this fomctimes 

runs them into great inconvenicncies. If often Jeads 

ihem to break in upon the'feafons regularly allotted to 
devotion, apd to defer bufinefs, which mjght immediate- 
ly be done, but being put off from day to day is not done 
at all J and thereby the fer vices of life are at lead dimi- 
iiiftied, and the rewards of eternity diroinifhed propor- 
^ionably: Not to infill upon it, that very frequently this 
Jays the foul open to farther temptations, by which it 
falls, in confequence of being found unemployed* Be 
iberefore fulpicious of the firft approaches of this kind. 
Kemember, that the foul of man is an a<Sliv€ being, and 
that it mufl find its pieafure in adlivtty. Gird up there- 
lore the loins of your mind (a). — ^ — Endeavour to kpep 
yourfelf always well employed. Be €xa£^, if I may ivitU 
hymble reverence ufe the exprefTion, in your appoint- 
inents with God. Meet him early in the morning; and 
fay not with the fluggard, when the proper hour of rif- 
ing is come, a little more lleep, a little more flumber (b). 
That time which prudence wiU advife you, give to con- 
verfation^ and to other recreation^. But when that is 
dapfed^ and no unforefeen and important engagement 
S ^ prefcnts 

Ja] X Peter i. ij. (b) Prov. vi, xo* 
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ptefchts, rife and be gone. Quit the company of your 
^learcfl friends, and retire to your proper bufinefs, whe- 
ther it be in the field, the fhop or the clofet. For by 
ading contrary to the fecret di£latesof yourmind» as to 
what it isjud at the prefent moment bcft to do, tho* it be 
but ixuthe manner of fpending half an hour, fomc de- 
gree Qf guilt is contraifted, and a habit is cherifhedj 
-which may draw after it much worfe confequenccs.— 
Conddcr therefore, what duties are to be difpatched, and 
in what feafons. Form your plan as prudently as yoa 
can, and purfue it refoluteJy ; unlefs any uncxpeftcd in- 
cident arifes, which leads you to conclude, that duty 
calls you another way. Allowances for fuch unthouglut 
iof interruptions mull be made ; but if in confequenxre of 
this, you are obliged to omit any thing of importance 
Which youpropoled to have done to day, do it if poffiUe 
to morrow.: And do not cut yourfelf out new work, 
till the former plan be difpatched J unlefs you really 
• judge it, not merely more amuiing, bcrt more impor» 
tant.' And always remember that a fervant of Chrift 
ihou4d f(?e to it, that he determine, on thefe occafions^ 
as in his onafter's prefence, 

J. 3. Guard alfo again (t an exceflive love offenOtivc 
aiid animal pleafure, as that which will be a great hind- 
rance to you in that religious courfe, which 1 have now 
been urging. You cannot but know, that Ghrift has 
told us, that a man muft deny himfelf, and take up his. 
crofs daily, if he de^re to become his difciple (c).-^— 
,Cbrill the fon of God, the former and heir of all things, 
pl^?rfed~not himfelf (d)^ but fubmitted to want, to diffi- 
xuities, and hardihips, in the way of duty, and fbrae 
ef them of the extreameft kind and degree, for the glory 
of i^cA and the falvation of *ilen. In this way we arc to 
fellow him ; andcis we know not how foon we may be 
called, even to refift unto blood, driving againit fin (e), 
it is certainly bed to accuftom ourfelves to thatdifcipline 
which we may be poflibly called out to exercife, even in 
fuch I igoTous heights. A foft and delicate life will give 
/orce to temptations, which might eafily be fubdued By 

one 

(c^^Luke 11. 2j. j;dj Rqm. XT. 3. (e J[^Hcb. xii. 4, 
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one, who hashabtiruate^,ymfelf to endure harcKhips ag 
a good foldier of Jefus CbrHl (f). j >■ I t alfo pror ' 
duces an -attachment to^his world, and an unwilling- 
nefs to leave it; which ill become thofe who- a:e 
ftrangers and pilgrims on earth, and who cxpedi: 
ft foon to be called away to that better country , 

which they profefs to feek (g . ^Add to thr,^ 

that what the world calls a life of pleafure, is neceffiirily u 
life of experice too, and may perhaps lead you, as it,h:js : 
done many-othcrs,andefpecially many wha have been fet« 
ting put in the world,beyond the limits which prorvikienc^ 
has afligned ; and fo after a ihort courfe of indulgence 
Hiay produce proportionable want. And while in other 
cafes it is true^ that pity ihould be flaewn to the poor, this 
is a poverty that is ju.ftly contemptible, becaufe it is. the: 
cffe^ofa man'sownfoHyj^ and when yonr want thus 
comes upon you^as an arrtied/man{h),you'wili notoialy^ 
fii^d yourfelf ilrippedof the ca^aciljr youmight otherwifc 
fcavc fecured for performing thofe works of charity 
whichare fo ornan(ient^l tp achriftian profeflion, but- 
pirobably .will be under ftrong temptations to fome low 
artiEce or m^an cpmpliancej quite beneath the chridian • 
charaftcr, and thatof an upright man. Many who once 
made a high profeflion, after a feries of fuch fonry and 
ftandabubfhiftshavingfaUeniiito the infamy of bankrupts^ 
and of the word kind of bankrupts; I mean fuch as' 
have laviflied away on themfelves what was indeed the 
•property of others, and fo have injured, and perhaps 
ruined, the indiiilrious, to feed a foolifh, luxurious, or 
oftentatious humour, which while indulged was ihc^ 
Ihame of their families, and when it can be indulged no 
longer is their torment. I'his will be a terrible reproach ^ 
to religion : Such a reproach to it, . thalt a good man 
"would rather chufe to live on bread and water, or in* 
deed to die for want of them, than to occafion it, 

J. 4. Guard therefore, I bcfeech you, againft any 
thing which mrght tend that way, efpecialty by diligence 
in bufinefs,;and by prudence and frugality, in expence ; - 
which by the divine blefling, may have a very happy ins * 
' ^ ' S 2 fluence 
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fiuence to make your aiKiirs profperdtis,70ur health vr- 
gOTOus, and jrour-mifid easjrv But thi^cannot be attain- 
ed without keeping a refolate witch'Dver yourfclf, and 
ftrenaouAy fcfu^^ngtocomp^y withmranyprppofals, which 
indolence or fenftiality will ofl^r in very plauilble forms, 
and for which it will plsad, *^ that^it aflcs but very little^*" 
Take heed, left in this refpe£t you iinitate thofe fond pa- 
rents, who by indulging their children in every Kttle 
thing they have a mind to, encourage them by infenlibic 
degrees togrowftiH more itreroaching,* and imperious ire 
their deinand^^ as if they chofe to be ruined with them 
rather thane to* dieck them in what fecmrs a trifle. Re- 
member, and confrder that excellent remark fealed by 
the ruin of fa many thaufands r * He that delpifeth 
fmall things fhaM. fall by little and Kttle/ 

§. J* In this view, give n« leave atlfo finrioufTy and 
tenderly to ca vu ion' you^ my ckar reader, againft the 
fnares ot vain company* i fpeak not, as before, of that 
company, which is openly K<!emious and profane. 1 
hope, there h. fomethingnowin your temper and viewa^ 
which woiiJd engage you to turn away from fuch Mrithr 
deteftation aad horror^ But I befeech you to conlider, 
that thofe companions may be very dangerous, who 
might at fir ft give you but very little alarm- : I mean thofe 
who tho' not the declared enemies of religion, and pro- 
feiTed follovrers of vic^ and diibrder, yet neverthelefs' 
have no pra£iical fenfc of divine things on their hearts,, 
fo far as can be judged by their convcrlatibns andheha- 
riour. You muft often of nccediiy be with fuch pfef- 
fons, and chriftianity not only allows, but requires, that 
you fhould„ on ail expedient occafions of intercourfe^ 
with thent, tre^ them with civility and refpe<ft : But 
chufe not fuch for your morf intimate friends, and do 
not contrive to fpend moft of your leifure moments a- 
mong them. For fuch converfehas a fenfible tendency^ 
X9 alienate the foul from God, and to render it unfit fbr 
^11 fpiritual communion with him. To convince you of 
this, do but refleft on ybur experience, when you have 
been for many hours together among perfons of fuch a 

- ' chara^let 
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chaTa£ler. l)o you not find yourfelf more indifpofed 
for devotional exercifes ? Do you not'find your heart by 
infenfible degrees, more and more inclined to a confor- 
mity to this world, and to look with a fecret difrelifli on 
thofe objects and employments, to which reafon directs 
as the nobleft and the bed ? Obferve the firfl fymptoms, 
and guard againil thefnare in time : And for this pur- 
pofe, endeavour to form friendfhips, founded in piety, 
and fupported by it. Be a companion of them that fear 
God, andof chem that keep his precepts (i). You well 
know/ that in the fight of God they are the excellent of - 
the earth; let them therefore be all youf delight (k). 
And that the peculiar benefit of their friendfhipUnay not 
be loft, endeavour to make the bed of the hours you 
fpend with them. The wifeft of men has obferved, that 
when counfel in the heart of a man, is like deep waters,, • 
tkat is when it lies low and concealedr a man of under* 
ftandingwill draw it out (1), Endeavour therefore on' 
f\lch occafions, fo far as you can do it with decency and 
convenience, to give the converfation a religious turn. 
And when ferious ainl ufeful fubjefls are ftarted in your 
prefence, lay hold of them and cultivate them ; and for 
that purppfc let the word of Chriil dwell richly in you 
(m), and be continually made the man of your coun- -* 

§. 6. If it be fo, it will fecure you, not only from • 
the fnares of idlenefs and luxury, but from the con- 
tagion of every bad example* And it will- alfo engage 
yoii to guard againft thbfc exceffive hurries of worldly 
bufinefh, which would fill up all your^ime and thoughts, 
and thereby choke the good word of God,, and render 
h in a great meafure, it not quite unfruitiul(p). Young 
people are generally of an enterprizing difpofition : hav- 
ing experienced comparatively little of the fatigue of • 
bufinefs, and of thi difappointments and incumbrances 
of life, they eafily fwallow them up, and anilulatc iticax 
ia their imagination, and fancy that their fpirit, tiieir 
application and addrcfs, will be able to<ncoamer and 
S 3 furmoant ' 
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furmount every obftacle or hindrance. But the event 
proves it otherwife- Let me intreat you therefore^ ta 
be cautious, how you plunge yourfelf into a. greater va- 
riety of budnefs than you are capablis of managing as 
you ought, that is in confiftency with the care.of your 
fouls, and the fervfce of God v which certainly ought 
not on any pretence to be neglected. It is true indeed 
that a prudient regard to your worldly intereft would re- 
quire fuch a caution ; as it is obvious to every careful' 
obferver,rhat multitudes are undone^by grafping at more 
than they can conveniently manage. Hence it has frc* 
quently been feen, that while they have fecmed refolvcd 
to be rich, they have pierced themfelves thro* with ma- 
ny fqrrows (q), have ruined their own faoiilies, and 
dtawn down many others into defolation with them- 
Whereas, could they have been contented with mode« 
rate employments and moderate gains, they might have 
profpefjed in their budnefs, and might by furc degrees^, 
under a divine bleffing, have advanced to great and ho- 
nourable increafe. But if there were no danger at all 
to be apprehended on this head, if you were Ss certaia 
of becoming rich and great,, as you are of perplexing, 
and fatiguing yourfelf in the attempt, confider,. I be- 
ftcch you, how precarious thefe enjoyments arc. Con- 
fider, how often a plentiful table becomes a fnare, and 
that which fhould have been for a> man's welfare^ be- 
comes a trap (q). Forget not that ffiort leflbn, which is. 
fo comprchcnfive of the higheft wifdom,. one thing i& 
needful (r). Be daily thinking, while the giiy and great 
things of life are glittering before your eyes*. how foon. 
«kuth will come, ant! impqvcrifh you. at once.^ how. 
foon it will ilrip you of all pofleflions, butthofe which; 
a* nak^-d foul can carry' along witli it intp eternity^ when, 
it drops the body into the. grave. Eternity ! Eter«- 
liity! .Eternity ! Carry tHe view of it about with* 
you, if it.bc.pofhble, thro' every hour of wakeing iifc^ 
and be fully perfuaded, that you have no bufinefs,. no ija* 
tcreft in life, that is inoonfiilent* with it : For whatfo- 
%vcr would be Injurious to this view,,is^ not yout bufii- 

nel's^ 
t2)li.Tiiii,.vLia; ' (^ i*ikL liux, vs^ M Lukcx, 4,. 
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nefs, Is not your intcrcft^ You fee indeed, that the 
generality of men a£lr as if they thought the great 
thing which God required of them,. In ordei to fecure 
his favour, wa« to get as much of thc^ world as pof- 
, fible ;: at lead as.much as they can without any gro{$ 
iinmorality, and without rifquing the lofs of all, for 
making a little addition* And as if it were to abet 
this deng^,.they t^U others, and perhaps telf them{elves. 
They only feck opportunities of greater ufefidnefs.'— — 
But in ei&£l, if they mean any ^ins more by this, 
. thlin a capacity of ufefulnefe, which when they have it, 
they will not esiert,, they gener-ally deceive themfelves ^ 
and one way or another, it is a vain pretence. In moft 

inftances, men feek the world, either that they may 

hoard up riches, for the mean and fcandalous fatisfacr 
tion of looking upon them while they are living, and 
of thinking that when they are dead it wil^ be faid bf^ 
them, that they have^ left fo many hundreds or thoa* 
iands of pounds behind them ^ very probably, to infnare 
their children, or other heirs^ (for the vanity is not pe-* 
' culiar to thofe, who have children of their own :) — Or 
elfe, that they may lavi(h' away their riches on their 
lulls, and drown themfelves |in a gulf of fenfuality, \n 
- which^ if reafon be not loft,, religion u foon fwallowed 
iip^ and with it all the nobleift pleafures which can en- 
^ ter into the heart of many In this view, the generality 
of rich people appear to me objedts of much greater 
compaffion than the poor ^ Efpecially af when both live 
(^which is frequently ^e ca^,) without any fear of 
God before their eyes, the rich abufe the greater varie- 
ty and abundanceof his favours, and therefore will pro* 
bahly feel, in. that world of future ruin which awaita 
impenitent finn^s* a^ more exquifite {enfe of their mi** 
(cry. ^^ ^ 

{. 7. And let me obferye to^ you, my^ dear reader,, 
leit you (hould think youfelf fecure firom any fuch dan* 
ger| that we have great reaibn to apprehend, there are 
many now in a very wretched Hate,, who- ouce tlioughf 
fcrioufly of religion, when they were firft letting out,. 
ia.lawer^circuniftaace»ofUfe^but.the2; fa^ve iincc for- 
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faken God for mammon, and are now priding them- 
felvesiii thofe golden chains, which in all prc^ability^ 
before it to be long, will leave them>to reninin in thofe 
of darknefs* When therefore an attachment to the world, 
may be followed with fuch fatal confequences, let not 
thineiieart envy finners(s) j and not, out of a^ ^defire- 
of gaining what they have, be guiky of fuch folly as to 
expofe yourfelf to this double danger, of "foiling in the 
attempt,or4Df being undone by the fuccefs of it. Con- 
traftyour dcfires j endeavour to bo eafy and content 
with a little: And if providence call you -out to aft in ; 
a larger (^here, fubmit tok in obedience to providence ; . 
but number it among the trials of life, which it wilt - 
sequire a large proportion of grace jo ^iear well, tot 
beaflured, that as affairs and interefts multiply, cares: 
and duties will certainly increafe, and probably difap^r 
^intment&and forrows wiilincreafe in an equal pro*^ 
pprtiom 

$• 8. On the whole, learn by divine grace to die to ^ 
the prefent world \ to Ipok upon it as a low (late of 
being, which God never intended for the final and com- - 
pleat happinefs, or the fupream care of any one^ of his 
children : A world, where fomething is indeed to be 
enjoyed, but chiefly from himfelf; where a great deal 
is to be born with patience and refignation ; and where 
ff^e important dutiesare to be performed, ami a eourfe 
of difcipline to be paiied thro*, by which you ar^e to be 
formed for a better ft ate ; to which as a chriftian you 
are near, and to which God will call you, perhaps on ' 
a fudden, but undoubtedly, if you hold on your way^ '. 

in the fittcH time and mod convenient manner. 

Refer therefore all this^ to him. > Let your hopes and 
fears, your expeditions and defires^ with regard to this 
world, be kept as lowaspoffible \ and all your thoughts 
l^e united, as much as may be, in this one center, what - 
it is, that God would, in prefent circumftances, have 
you to be-, and what is that method of condud, by 
which you may mod cffedually pleafe and glorify him t 

Tke 
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^he young eonverfs 'Przycr/or diviqe proteffion^ agmi^ thi 
danger of thefefnares, 

«* TILESSED GOD ! in the midft of ten thoufand 

J3 fnares and dangers, which furronnd me from ^ 
without and from within. Permit me co look up un- 
to thee with my humble intreaty, that thou wouldil de<« 
liver me from them that rife upagainil me (t), and th^t 
thine eyes may, be upon me fpr good (u) I When floth 
and indolence arc ready to fcize me, awaken me from" 
that idle dream, with lively and affeftionate views of 
that invifible and eternal world, to which I am tending ! 
remind me of what infinite importance it is, that I di* 
ligently improve thofe tran&eiit momenta, which thou 
baft allotted to me as tbe time of my preparation for 

**Whcn finners entice me, may I not* confent (x) I 
may holy converfe with God give me a difreliihfor 
the convcrfe of thofe, who are (Irangers to thee^^ and 
who would feparate my foul from thee ? may I honour 
them that fear the Lord (y), and walking with fuch 
wife and holy men, may I find I am daily advancing in 
wifdom and holinefij^ (z) ! quicken me, O Lord, by their 
'means; that by me thou mayed ;tro quicken others I 
Make me the happy inffrument of inkindling and ani- 
mating the flame of divine love in their breads / and 
may it catch from heart to heart,, and grow every mo- 
ment in its progrefs I 

** Guard me, O Lord^ from the love of fenfual pfea- 
fure ! may I ferioufly remember, that to be carnally 
minded is death (a) ! may it pleaCe thee therefore^ to 
purify and refine' my foul by the influences of thine 
. holy fpirit, that I may always (hun unlawful gratifica* 
tions, more folicitoufly than others purfue them; and 
that thofe indulgences of animal nature^ which thou 
haft allowed, and which the eohftitution of things ren- 
ders neceflary, maybe foberly and moderately ufed ! 

may 

\t\ -Pfal. lir. I» \\x\ Tcr. xxiv. 6. (x) Prov. i. lo. 

\j) Pfal* xvv4. (p) Prov. atiii. ao. (a^ Rom, viii. d* 
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may I ftill remember the fupcrior dignity of my fpiri- 
tval and iDtelligenC lutuie, and may the plesifures oC 
the man and the cbriftian be fought as my nobleCt hap- 
pinefs ! May my foul rife on the wings ofholy. contqm* 
pkUion, to the regions of Invifible glory ; and may I be 
endeavouring to form myfelf^ under the influences ofdi^- 
vinegrace, for the entertainments of rho& angelic fpi- 
rits, that live in thy prefence in a happy incapacity of 
thofe grofs delights, by which fpirits dwelling in flefli 
are fo often enfnared, and in which they fo often lofe 
the memory of tKeir high original, and of thofe noble 
hopes which alone are proportionable to it I 

<* Give me, O Lord, to know the flation in- which' 
thou hail fixed me^ and (leadily to purfue the duties of 
it! But deliver me from thofe exceffive cares of this^ 
world, which would fo engrofs my timeand my thoughts, 
that the one thing needful Thould be forgotten I may/ 
niy defires after worldly pofleflions be moderated, by 
conHdering their uncertain and unfatisfying nature; and 
while others are laying up treafures on earth, may I be 
rich towards God (b) ! may I never be too bufy, to at-*^ 
tend to thofe great affairs, which lie between thee.and^ 
my foul; never be fo engroffbd with the 'concerns of 
time, as to negle£i the interefls of eternity ! may I pafs 
thro' earth with my h^art and hopes fet upon heaven, 
and feel the attraftive influence ftrooger and ftronger 
as I approach iliil nearer and nearer to that delireable 
centre ; till the happy moment come, when every earch« 
lyobjeft (hall difappear from my view, and the fhining 
glories of the heavenly world (halt fill my improved and 
llrengthened fight, which (hall then be cheared with that 
which would novv overwhelm me I Amen^ 

\ ^ CH-AE- 

[b] Luke zil. 2}.. 
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CHAP. XXIL 



The Cftfe of fpiritual Decaj and Languor in Re- 
ligion. 



Deckn/ions in religion^ and relapfes intoftn^ with their for* 
rowful cpnfequencesj are in the general too probable. \.i. 
The cafe of declenfion andlangour in religion defcribed^ ne* 
gatively : J. 2. and po/itively : $. 3.^x difcovering itfrlf% 
( I.) By a failure in the duties of the clofet. §. 4. (2»)-&j^ 
a negleiloffocial wor/hip. f. 5* (3O -8[y want of love to 
4furfelloku^chrifliam* {. 6. (4.) By an undue attachment 
toftnfualpleafuresy or fecular cares. }• ? ♦ (3-) By preju* 
dices againft fonte important principles in religion : §. 8. • 
.A fymptom ptculhrly fad and dangerous, j.p, 10. 2)/- 
refiions for recovery^ $• II. immediately to be purfued% 
J. 1 2. A prayer for one under fpiritual decayi. 

•^. I. TFI am fo happy as to prevail upon you in the 
-*' exhortations and cautions I have given, you will 
probably go on with pleafure, and comfort in religion ; 
and yOur path will generally be like the morning light, 
which (hineth more and more until the perfeft day (af). 
"Y et I dare not flatter myfelf with an expe£lation of 
fuch fuccefs, as (hall carry you above thofe varieties in 
temper, condu^l, and fiate, which have been more or 
lefs the complaint of thebcft of men. Much do I fear, 
that how warmly foever your heart may now be impref- 
ied with the reprefentation I have been making, the* 
tlie great objefls of your faith and hope continue un- 
.changeable, your temper towards them will be changed. 
Much do 1 fear, that you will feel your mind languifh 
and tire in the good ways of God ! n^ that you may 
be prevailed upon to take fome ftep out of them, and 
may thus fall a prey to fome of thofe temptations, which 

you 
(a) ProTjv. 18. 
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you now look upon with a holy fcorn. The probable ' 
cohfequence of this'will be, that God will hide his face 
from you ; that he will ftretch forth hi3 affli£ling hand 
againft you ; and that you will fiill fee your forrowful 
moments, how chearfully foverer you may now be rqoy- 
cing in the Lord, and joying in the God of your falvation 
(b). I hope therefore, jt may be of fome.fenrice, if this 
too probable event fbould happen, to confiderthefe cafes 
a little, more particularly : And I heartily pray, that God 
would make what I ihall fay concerning them, the means 
^ of reftoring, comforting, and ftrengthening your foU],if 
he ever fuffers you in any degree to deviate from him. 
§. V. ^^ "^1^1 fii'ft confider the cafe of fpiritual de- 
clenfillis, and languor in religion. And here I defire, 
that, before I proceed any farther, you would obfervc, 
that I do not comprehend under this head every abate- 
ment of that fervour, which a young convert may find 
wlien he firft becomes experimentally acquainted with 
divine things. Our natures are fo framed, that the no- 
velty of objc£ts ftrike^ them in fomething of a peculiar 
manner: not to urge, how much more eafily our paf« 
fion^ ard imprefled in the earlier years of life, than when 
we are mprc advanced in the journey of it. This per- 
haps, is not fufEciently conCdered. Too great, aftrefsis 
commonly laid on the flow of afTeAions } and for want 
of this a chriftian who is ripened in grace, and greatly 
advanced in his preparation for glory, may Sometimes 
be ready to lament imaginary rather than real decays, 
and to fay, without any juft foundation, Oh that it 
were with me as in months paft (c). Therefore you can 
hardly be too frequently told, that religion confiftschidt 
ly, « in the xefolution of the^ will for God, and \n a 
con (Ian t care to avoid whatever we are perfuaded be 
wo^ld difapprove, to difpatch the work he has affigned 
us in life, and to promote his glory in the happihefs 
of mankind." To this ^^ are chiefly to atterid, looking 
in all to the fimplicity and purity ofthofe motives from 
which we aft, which we know are chiefly regarded' by 
that God who fearches the heart j humbling ourfetves 

before 

[b] Hab ill. 18. (c) Job.xxix. %, 
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before him at the /ame time under a fenfe of our ma- 
ny imperfeftionsj and flying to the blood of Chrift and 
the grace of the gofpel. 

§. 3. Having given this precaution, I will now a Httle 
more particularly defcribe the cafe, which I call the 
flate of a chriftian wHo is declining in religion ; fo far 
as it does not fall in with thofc, which I (hall confider 
in the following chapters- And I muft obferve, that 
it chiefly confifts " in a forgetfulnefs of divine objeds 
and a temiflhefs in thofe various duties, to which wc 
ftand engaged by thatfolemn furrender, which we have 
Hjade of ourfelves to the fervice of God." There will be 
a variety of fyraptoms, according to the different cir- 
cumftancesand relations in which the chridian is placed; 
but f6rae will be of a more univerfal kind. It will be' 
particularly proper to touch on thefe \ and fo much the 
rather, as thefe declenfions are often unobferved, like 
the grey hairs which were upon Ephraim, w4ien he 
kneliv it not (b). 

j. 4. Should you, iny good reader, fall into thisftate, 
it will probably firft difcover itfelf, by a failure in the 
duties of the clofet. Not that I fuppofe they will at 
firft, or certainly conclude that they will at all, be 
wholly omitted^: But they will be run over in a cold 
and formal manner. Sloth, or fome of thofe other 
fnares which I cautioned you again fl in the former 
chapter, • will fo far prevail upon you, that tho* per- 
haps you know and recoUedV, that the proper feafon for 
retirement is come, you will fometimcs indulge yourfelf 
upon your bed in the horning, fometimes in converfa- 
tion or bufinefs in the evening, fo as not to have con- 
venient time for it. Or perhaps, when you come into 
your clofet at that feafon, fome favourite book you are 
defirous to read, fome correfpondence that yon chufe 
to carry on, or fome other amufement will prefent itfelf, 
and plead to be difpatched jfirft. This will probably . 
take up more time than yoii imagined 5 and then fr- 
cret prayer will be hurried over, and perhaps reading 
the-fcripture quite negle6ted. You will plead perhaps, 
T , that 
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th^t it is but for once $ but the fame allowance will be 
made a fccond and a third time ; and it will grow more 
.eafjr and familiar to you each time> than it was the la(L 
And thus God will be mocked^ and your own foul will 
be defrauded of its fpiritual meals, if I may be allow- 
ed the cxpreffion ; the word of God wiM be flighted, and 
felf-examination quite difufed ; and fecret prayer itfelf 
will grow a burtheni rather than a delight ; a trifling 
ceremony, rather than a devout homage fit for the ac^ 
ceptancc of our Father who is in heaven. 

$. 5. Jf immediate and refolutemeafuresbenot taken 
for your recovery from thefe declenfions,they willfpread 
farther, and reach the a£ls of focial worfliip. Tou wiU 
feel the effe^k in your families, and ^ public ordinances* 
i\nd if jou do not feel it, the fympton)s will be fo tnach 
the worfe. Wandering thoughts will .{as it were) eat out 
the very heart of thefe duties. It is not, I believe, the 
privilege of the moft eminent chriilians, to be entirely 
free from them : But probably in thefe circum(lances» 
.you will find but few intervals of drift attention, or of 
any thing that wears the apearance of inward devo- 
ttion. Aiid when thefe heartlefs duties are concluded^ 
ihere will fcarce be a refleftion made, how little God 
hath been enjoyed in them, how little he hath been ho- 
jjourcd by them. Perhaps the facrament of the Lord's 
f upper, being fo admirably adapted to fix the atten- 
tion of the foul, 'and to excite its warmeft ex!ercife of 
holy afi^eftion?, may be the lafl: ordinance \\\ which 
thcie dcclenfions will be felt. And yet, who can fay, 
that the facrcd table is a privileged place? Having been, 
iinneceflarity ftraitned in your preparations, yOu will 
attend withlcfs fixednefs and enlargement of heart than 
iifua). And perhaps a dilTatisfaflion in tlie review, when 
there has been a rei>iarkable alienation or infenfibility 
of mind, may occafion a difpofuion to forfake your 
place and your duty thtte. And when your fpiritual 
enemies have 'once gained this point upon yQU, it is 
probable you will fall by fwifter degrees than ever, and 
your refillance to their attempts will grow weaker and 

Digitized by Google ^' 



CDhap* 22* and an undue attachment to the world. 219 

j. 6. When your love to God our Father, and to the 
X«ord Jefus Chrift fails, your fervour of chriftian affec- 
tion to your brethren in Chrift will proportionably de- . 
cline, and your concern fot.ufefulnefs in life abate; 
efpecially, where any thing is to be done for fpiritual 
edification. You will find one excufe or another, for 
the neglefl: of religious difcou9(e» perhaps not only a-- 
mong neighbours and chriftian friends, when very con- 
venient opportunities offer ; but even with regard to 
\hofe, who^ if you are fiixed in the fuperior relations of 
life, are committed to your care. 

^ 7. With this remifihefs, an attachment, either to' 
fenfual pleafure, or to worldly bufipefs, will incr^afe. 
For the foul mu/l have fomethingto employ it,and fome* 
thing to delight itfelf in : And as it turns to one or the 
other of thele^ temptations of one fort or another will 
prefent themfelves.In fome inftances, perhaps the ftrifl:* 
eft bounds of temper^ce, and the regular appointments^ 
of life may be broken in upon, thro* a fondnefs for com- 
pany, and the entertainments which often attend it.— ' 
In other inftanees^ the interefts of life appearing great- 
er'than they did before, and taking up moreof the mind^ ^ 
contrary, interefts of other perfons may throw you into 
difquietude, or plunge you in debate knd contention; ift ' 
which k is extremely difficult to preferve, either the fe- 
renity, or the innocence of the foul. And perhaps, if 
minifters and other chriftian friends obierve this, and en- 
deavour in a plain and faithful way to reduce you from 
your wandering, a falfe delicacy of mind, often contract* 
ed in fuch a ftate as this, will render thefe attempts ex- 
tremely difag^reeable. The ulcer of the foul (if I may 
be allowed the expreffion,) will not bear being touched, 
when it moft needs it; and one of the mo ft generous 
and felf-denying inftances of chriftian friendmip fhall 
be turned into an occafion of coldnefs and diftafte, yea, 
perhaps of enmitj. 

$. 8. And poiubly, to fum up all, this difordered ftitc , 
of mind may lead you into fome prejudicesagahift thofc 
very principles, which might be moft effcftual for your 
recovery : Aad your great enemy may fucceed fo far in 

T a . his 
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his attempt againft you,* as to perfuadc you, that you 
hav^ loft nothing in religion, when you have alraoft loft 
nlK He may very probably lead y6u to conclude, that 
your former devotional frames were mere fitsofenthu- 
liafm ; and thatthe holy regularity of your walk before 
God was an unneceffkrry ftridlnefs and fcrirpulofrty. Nay, 
you may think it a great improvement in underft^nd- 
ing, ihit you have learnt from feme new matters, that 
if a man treat his fellow-creatiues with humanity and 
good nature, judging and reviling only thofc who would 
difturb others by the narrowncfs of their nbtions/ (for 
thefe are generally exempted from other objefls of the 
moft univerfal and difinterefted benevolence fo often 
boafted of,) hemuft neceflarily be in a very good ftate, 
tho' he pretend not to converfe much with God, pro- 
vided that he think refpedtfully of him, and*do not pro- 
roke him by any grofs immcralitieg. ' - 

J. ^, I mention this in the laft ftage of religious de- 
clenfions, becaufe I apprehend that to be its proper place; 
zi\A I fear, it will be found by experience toftand upon 
the very confines of that grofs apoftacy intp deliberate 
and prefumptuous fin, which will claim our confidera- 
tion under the next head : And becaufe too, it is that 
fymptom, which moft effedlually tends to prevent tHer 
luccefs, and even the ufe, of any proper remedies, in 
confequence of a fond and fatal apprehenfion, that tliey 
are needlefs. It is, if I may borrow the fimile, like 
tlK)fe fits of lethargic drowfihefs, which often precede 
apoplexies and death. 

§. lo. It is by no means my.defign at this time to 
reckon up, much lefs,to confider at large, thofe dan- 
gerous principles, which are now ready to poffefs the 
mind and to lay the foundation of a falfe and treacher- 
ous peace. Indeed they are in difierent inftartces va- 
rious, and fomctimes ru-n into oppofite extremes. But 
if God awaken you to read your bible with, attention 
and give you to Jeel the fpirit with which it is written, 
^Imoft every page will flafh in convi<5lion upon the 
mind, ^mX fprcad a light to fcatter and difperfe thefe 
fiiadcs of darknefs. x 

J. ix. 
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§- II. What I chiefly iniend in this addrefs, is to 
engage you, if poflible, as foon as you perceive the firft 
fymptotns of thcfe declenfions, to be upon your guard,* 
and to endeavour as fpecdily as poflible to recover your- 
fclf from them. And I would remind you, that the 
remedy muft begin, where the firft caufe of complaint 
prevailed, I mean, in the clofet. Take fome time for 
recolledion, and aflc your own confcience ferioufly, 
how matters ftand between the blefled God, and your 
foul ? Whether they are as they once were, and^s you 
could wifli them to be, if yoti faw your life juft draw* 
ing to a period, and were to pafs immediately into the 
eternal (late ? One ferious thought of eternity Ihames 
a thoufand vain excufes, with which in the forgetful- 
nefsofit, we are ready to delude our own fouls.- Ami- 
when you feel that fecret raifgiving of heart, which 
will naturally arrfe on this occafion^ do -not endeavour 
to palliate the matter, and to find out flight and art- 
ful coverings, for what youcannot forbear fecretly con-i 
demning ; but honeftly fall unxier the conviftion, and 
be humbled for it. Pour out your heart before God, 
and feek the renewing influencesof his fpirit and grace. 
Return with moreexaiftnefs to fecret devotion, and to 
felf-examination. Read the fcripture with yet greater 
diligence, and ^fpecially the more dcvoiional and fpiri- 
tual parts of it. Labour lo groumi it in your heart, 
and to feel, what you have rcafon* to believe the facred 
penmen felt when they wrote, fo far as circumltancei 
may agree. Open your foul with all fimplicity, toe-, 
very lellbn which the word of God would teacii^fyou;.. 
and guard againll thofe things, wliich you perceive to 
aKenare your mind from inward religion, tho* there be 
nothing criminal in the things thenilcilvcti, Tiicy mT^y 
perhaps in the general be lawiulj to iom^ polhbiy uiey 
may be expedienfj but if ti)ey pvodiice fuch .::i cifccl aV 
Wats mentioned above, it is certain they are notcoiivenieuc 
for you. In ihefe cirtumitances, above uii lce;c t^hc con* 
verfe of thofe chrillians, whofe-progrwfs i;i religion L-cins • 
moft remarliablej and who adurn tijcir pjofelhoa i.i' zhe 
moft amiable manner. Lajour to obt.tin their twrnp-- 
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and fentimerits, and lay open your cafe and your hearf 
to them, with all the freedooa which prudence will per- 
mit. Employ yourfelf) at feafons of leifuref in riding 
praflical and devotional books, in which thefqipd, an$l: 
heart of the pious author is transfufed int^ the wedc^^ 
and in which you can (asJt were) tafte the genuiiie^ 
f piri t of chriftianity. And to conclude^ take the .fir ft op- 
portunity that prefents, of m^ng an approach to tl^ 
table of the Lord, and (pare neither timei nor: paiusy. 
in tlie mod feriouspreparationfor it. There renew yoiu: 
covenant with God \ put your foul anew, kltor the han4 
of OKrift, and endeavour to view the wond^r^B of, his; 
dying love, In fuch a manner as may. rekindle th^.Jaii- 
guifhing flame, and quickenyouto^more vigor(H4Strer(>-^ 
lutions than ever, to live unto him who died forjpitCo)* 
And watch over your own. heart, that the good iinpr^ 
fjons you then feel, may continue. Red not^ till yoift^ 
have obtained as confirmed a (late, in. religiptif as you^ 
ever knew. Reft not till you have made a greater, pjro- 
jgrefs than before : For it is certain, more is yet behind.; 
and it is only by a zeal to go forward, tl\jt you ca0 . 
befecurefrom the dangerofgoii^ backwards apdTC- 
Tolling more and more : * 

J. 12. 1 only add, that it is neceflary to, take thefe 
precautions as foon as.poflible^ or you^ will probably, 
iinda much fwifter progress than you are aware in the 
^wn-hill road $ and you may pombly be left of God,. 
to fall into fon^ grofs and aggravated fin, fo.astofill 
your confciente with an agony and horror, wjuch the 
pain of broken bones (f) can but imperfeftly ei^pTjefs. 

A Vtzyttfor one under Spiritual ieca^* 
<^ T^TERNALand unchangeable Jehpvah! thy^ 

JLi perfe£tions and glories are, like thy being, in*- 
mutabk* Jesus thy fon is the fame ycfterday, ^o-day 
and for ever (g). The eternal world to which I am • 
haftening, is always equally important, and preffes upon ' 
the attentive mind for a more hxed and folemn regajr<)^ 
in proportion to the degree in which it comes Hcarev 
9irx^ hearer* But alas, my views, and my affe^ona^ »nd 
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jiiybefl relblutions are continually varying, like this 
poor bpdy, which gocs^hro* daily and hourly alterations 
in its (late and circumftances« Whence, O Lord, whence 
this fad change^ which I now experience, in the. frame 
:and temper of my mind towards thee ? Whence this 
alienation of my (oul from thee? Why can I not come 
^6 thee with all the endearments of filial love, as I once 
-could? Why is thy fervice fo remifsly attended, if at- 
tended at all! And why, are the exercifcs of it, which 
^were once my greateft pleafure,, become a burthen to 
inc ! whereto Oodf, is the bleffednefs I once fpake of 
-(h), when my joy in. thee as my heavenly Father, was 
ib conQjicuoua, that ftrangors might have obferved it ;. 
aiid. when my heart did fo overflow with love to thee^ 
-and with Zjsal fqr thy fervice, that it was matter of felf- 
denigl to, me, to lamt and redrain the genuine expref- 
fiQnsx>f thofe ftrong «motion$ of my foul^even where 
prudence and duty required it.i 

" Alas, Lord, whether am I fallen ! thine eye fees. 
ane ftill; but Oh hpw unlike what.it once faw me ! 
•cpld and in£enfible as I am, I mud blufh on the re<^ 
^eftion. Thou fecft.me inXecret (i), and feed me, per- 
haps often amufing myfelf with trifles in thofe feafons^ 
which I uied folemnly to devote to thine immediate 
fervice. Thou feeft me, coming into thy prefence as 
by confliraint i and when I am. before thee, fo ftraiten- 
«din my.fpirit9 that I hardly know what to fay to theei . 
tbo' thou art the God with whom I have to do, and . 
tho' the keeping up an humble and dutiful correfpon*. 
dence with thee is beyond all comparifon the moft kn-^ 
portant bufinefs.^ my. life. And even when I am. 
fpeaking.to thee^^ with how much coldnefs and forma- 
, Hty is.it ? ' It iSi perhaps the work of the imagination, 
the labour of the Ups : But where are thofe ardent de- 
fires, thofe int^nfe hreathings after God which I once: 
felt? Where is that pleafmg repofe in thect which I 
was once confcious oi, as being near my divine .reft, as 
b^ng happy in that nearnefs, and refolving that if pof- 
£bie X wouid no more be removed from it ? But Oh, 
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hbwfaram I now removed? When ihefe fhort devo- 
tions, if they may be called devotions, are over, in wlwt 
long intervals do I forget thee, and appear fo little ani- 
mated with thy love, lo little devoted to thy fervicc, 
that a ftranger might converfe with me a confiderablc 
time, without knowing that I had ever formed ^ny ac- 
quaintance with thee, without difcovering that I had 
fo much as known or heard any thing of God ! — thou . 
callell me to thine houfe, O Lord, on thine own day; 
but how heartlcfs are my fervices there ? I offer thee 
no more than a carcafe. My thoughts and affedliona 
are engroffed with other obje<fls, while I draw near 
thee with my inouth, and honour thee whh my lips 

(k). Thou called me to thy table \ but my heart is 

lo frozen, that it hardly melts even at the .foot of the 
crofs; hardly feels any efficacy in the blopd of Jcfus. 
P wretched creature that I am I Unworthy of being 
called thine, t^nworthy of a place among thy children, 
or of the meaneft fituation in thy family ; rather wor- 
thy to be caft out, to be forfaken, yea, to be utterly de- 
ftroyed ! 

*• Is this. Lord, the fervice^ which I once promifed' 
and which thou haft fo tnany thoufand reafons to ex- 
pert ? Are thefe the returns I am making, for thy daily 
providential care, for the facrifice of thy fonr, for the 
communications of thy fpirit, for the pardon of my 
numberlefs aggravated fins, for the hopes^ the unde- 
ferved and fo often forefeited hopes of eternal glory ^ 
Lord, I am alhamed to ftand, or to kneel before thec- 
But pity me, I bcfeech thee, and help me : For I am 
a pitiable objedl indeed ! my f^ul cleaveth unto the 
dud, andlaysitlelf asiuthe dull beforrthee 5 but Oh, 
'quicjcen me according to thy word(l)! let me trifle no 
long^r,^ for I am upon the brink of a precipice ! I am 
thinking of my ways, Oh give me grace to turn my 
feet unto riiy teftimonies; to make hafte withorut any 
farther delay, that I rbay keep thy commandments (m)f ' 
fcarch me, Oh Lord,, and try me (n) ! Go to the iiift 
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root of this diftemper, which fpreads Itfelf over my foul ; 
and recover me from it ! rcprcfent fin unto me, O Lord» 
I befeech thee, that I may fee it with abhorrence ! ^nd 
reprefent the Lord JefusChrift to me, in fuch a Hght^ 
that I may look upon himr and mourn (o), that I may 
look upou him and love ! may I awaken from this ftu- 
pid lethargy, into which I am finking ; and may Chrift 
give me more abundant degrees offpiritual life and ac- 
tivity, than J have ever y^t received ! and may I be fo 
quickened and animated by him, that I may more than re- 
cover the ground I have lod, and make a mere fpeedy 
and exemplary progrefs, than in my bell days I have ever 
yet done' ! fend down upon me, Q Lord, in a more rich 
and abundant eflFufion, thy good fpirit ! may he dwell 
in me, as in a temple which he has coiirecrated to him- 
felf (p) ; and while all the fervice is direfted and governed 
by hina,JX)ayholy and acceptable facrificeebr contiftual- 
ly offered (qj ! may the incrnfebc conllant and may it 
be fragrant ! may the facred nre burn and blaze per- 
petually (r)^ and may none of its veflels ever be pro- 
faned, by being employed to an unholy or forbidden 
ufe! Amen!^ 

(o] Zcch. xii. lo, (p) iCor.iii. 16. (b) Rom. xii. i. 
(r) Lcv.vi. 13. 



CHAP. 



y Google 



226 Tbi cafiofartlayeintolmwnjin. Chap. 23* 
CHAP. XXtll. 



The fad Caft of a Relapfc into known and deliberate 
Sin, after folemn Aftsof Dedication to God, -and 
fome Progrefs made in Religion. 

Unthought ofrelapfes may happen^ §. i. and bring the fid 

into a mjerahU cafi. §. 2. Tet the cafe is not deJ^eraU. 

f. 3« The boekjlider urged immediately to return : (i.) 

By deep humiliation before God for fo aggravated an of* 

fence. J. 4. (a) By renewed regards to the divinsnurej 

-i^C&ri^^s $• 5* (3)« By an open profefflon of repentance 
where the'crhlU iotb given puHif (^iv^* $• ^* W 
Falls to be reviewed for future' caution. }. 7. The^h^ 
ter concludes. $•- 8. With a prayer for the ufe ofoHe who 1 
hdth fallen into grofsfins^ afUr reli^om refolistions and ' 
engagepnentu '^ 



f. I. nnHE d<^cIenfions which I have defcribed in 
-'- the foregoing chapferf mud be acknowledg- 
ed worthy of deep lamentation % But happy will you bC| 
my dear reader, if you never know, by experience^ a cir- 
cumftance yet more melancholy dian this.— —Perhaps, 
when you confidcr the view of things which you now 
have, you ^magine that no confiderations can ever bribe 
you, in any iingle inftance, to a£t contrary to the prefent 
diflates or fuggeftions of your conference, and of the 
fpirit of God as fetting it on work. No : You think, it 
would be better for you to die. And you think righdy. 
But Peter thought, and faid fo too : though I fhouid die 
with thee, yet will I not deny thee (a) : And yet, after 
all, he fell : and therefore be not high minded, butfeir 
*(b). It is not impofiible, but you may fall into that very 

fin, 

/a) Mat. zxvi. 35. (b) Ronu^xl. ao 
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fin, of which you imagine you are lead in dan|;er, m 
- into ^hat againft wliich you have moft fol^mnly refolved, 
and of which you have already moft bitteicly repented— 
Tou ms^y relapfe into it again and again. But Qh if you 
<ioy nay, if you (ho^ld deliberately and prefumptuouQy 
fail but once, how deep will it pierce your heart ? How 
dear will you pay for all the pleafure, with which the 
temptation has^bjcen baited? How will this feparate be- 
tween Go4 and you? what a defolation, what a dread- 
ful defolation, will it fpread over your foul? Itisgrie« 
VOU8 to think of it. Perhaps in fuch a ftate you may 
feel more agony and diflfefs in your own confcience» 
when you come ferioufly to reflefl:, than you*ever felt 
^hen you were firft awakened and reclaimed ; becaufe 
"the fin will be attended with fome very high aggrava- 
tions, beyond thofe of your unregenerate ftate. I well 
knew the perfon, ^hat faid, <« The agonies of a finner 
in,the firfl: papgs of his repentance, were not to be men- 
tioned on the faqie day, with thofe of the backflider in 
hearty when he comes to be filled with his own 
way (c).'* 

§• 2. Indeed it is enough to wound one's heart to 
think, how yours will be wounded : How all your com- 
forts, all your evidences, all your hopes will be clouded^ 
what thick darknefs will fpread itfelf on every fide, fo 
that -neither fun, nor moon, nor ftars, will appear in your 
heaven. Your fpiritual cbnfolations will be gone^ and 
your temporal enjoyments will alfo be rendered taftelei^s 
and infipid. And if afBi£lions be fent, as they probably 
may in ord^rto reclaim you, a confcioufnefs of guilt 
will (harpen and envenom the dart. Then w^ll the ene- 
my of your foul with all h?s art and power rife'Up againft 
you, encpuraged by your fall, and labouring to trample 
you down in utter hopclefs ruip. He will perfuade you 
that you are already undone beyond recovery. He will 
tfoggcft, that it fignifiesnothing to attempt it any more ; 
for that every effort, every amendment, every aft of re- 
pentance, will but make your cafe fo much the worfcg 
and plunge ypu lower and lower into hcU* 

(C) PlOT. »». 14. ^ . 
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. $• 3. Thus will he endeavour by terrors to keep you 
from that fure remedy, which yet remains. But yidd 
not to him. Your cafe will indeed be fad ; and if it be 
now your cafe, it is deplorably fo ; and to reft in it 
would be ftill much worfe. Your heart would be har- 
dened yet more and more j and nothing could be expec- 
ted, but fudden and aggravated deilruSion. Yet bicfled 
be God, it^is not quite hopelefs. Your wounds are cor- 
rupted, bccaufe of your fooIi(hnefs(d); but the gang- 
rene is not incurable. I'here is a balm in Gilead« there 
is a phyfician there (e). Do not therefore render your 
condition indeed hopelefs, by now faying, there is no 
hope(f), and draviing a fatal argument from that falfe 
fuppoiition for going after the idols you have loved.— 
Let me addrefs you in the language of God to his back- 
Aiding people, when they were ready to apprehend that 
to be their cafe, and to draw fuch a concluGon from it: 
Only return unto me faith the Lord (gj. Cry for Re- 
newed grace; and in the ftrength of it labour to return. 
Cry w iih David, under the like guilt ; I have gone aftray 
like a loft (heep, feek thy fervant; for Ido not forget thy 
commandments (h); and that rcmembrancejof them is, I 
hope a token for good. But if thou wilt return at all, 
do it immediately. Take not one ftep more in that fatal 
path, to which thou haft turned afide.. Think not to 
add one fin more to the account, and then to repent ; as 
if it would be but the fame thing on the whole. The fe- 
cond error may be worfe than the firftj it may make 
way for another and another, and draw on a terrible 
train ofconfequences, beyond all you can now imagine. 
Make hafte therefore, and do not delay. Efcape, and fiy 
as for thy life (i), before the dart ftjake thj-o' thy liver 
(k). Give not fleep to thine eyes nor flumber to thine eye- 
lids (1) ; ly not down upon thy bed u nder unpardoned guilt, 
left evil overtake thee, left: the fword of divine jufticc 
ihould fmit^ thee i and whilft^ thou purpofeft to return 

to- 

fd] Pfal. xxxviii. 5. ft) Jcr viii. a». (f^ Jcr. 11. aj. [gj Jcr. 
iii. I, 13. (h) Pfol. cxix. 176, [i] GcJtt. M. x;, [kj Pr^v, vii. 23. 
[)j ProY. vi. 4. 
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4. 



to morrow, thou fhouldft this night go and take poflefG 
on of hcfl. » 

§. 4« Retutn immediately ; and permit me to add, 
return folemnly. Some very pious and excellent diving* 
have expreffed themfelves upon this head, in a manner 
-which feems liable to dangerous abufe; when they urge 
men after a faH, "not to Hay to furvey the ground, nor 
couiideT how they came to.be thrown doum, but imme- 
<Jiately to get up and renew the race. In flighter cafes 
the advite is good : But when the confcience has fufFer- 
cd fuch violent outrage by the commiffion of known wil- 
ful, and deliberate fni, (a cafe which one would hope, 
fiiould but^feldom happen to thofe who have once fin- 
cerely entered on a religi^s coqrfe,} I can by no means 
think that either reafon or fcripture encourage fuch a 
method. Efpecially would it be improper, if the adlioii 
itfelfha^ been of To heinous A nature, that even to have 
faHen into it on the mod fudden furprize of temptation 
mfift greatly have aftiamed, and terrified, and diltrefled 
the fouLSuch an affair is dreadfully folemn, and fhould 
be treated accordingly. If this has been" the fad cafe 
with you, nvy then unhappy reader, I will pity you, 
and mourn over you 5 arnd would befeech you, as you ten- 
der yourpeace,yourrecovery,theheaHhandthev^rylifeof 
your foul, that you would not loiter away an hour. Re- 
tire immediately for fcrious reflexion. Break thro* o- 
ther engagements and employments, unlefs they be fuch 
as you cannot in confcience delay for a few hours, which 
can feldom happen in thecircumftance I nowfuppofc. • 
Thia is the one thing needful. Set yourfelf to it, there- 
fore, ds in the prefencc of God, and hear at large pati- 
ently and humbly what confcielice has to fay, though it 
chicTe and reproach fcverely. Yea earneftly pray, that 
God would fpeak to you by confcience, and make you 
more thoroughly to know and feel, what an evil and bit- 
ter thing it is, tiiat you have thusforfaken him (m.)...i. 
Think of all the aggravating circumftances attending 
your offence; and efpecially thiiik of thofe, which ariie 
from abufed mercy and goodnefs^ which arife, not only 

U from 

f«r Jcr. ii. 9 
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from your folemn vows and engagements to God, but 
from the views you have had of a redeemer's love, fealed 
even in blood. And are thefe the returns ? Was it not 
enough, that Chrift fhould have been thus injured by^ his 
.enemies? mud he be wounded in the houfe of his friends 
too (n)?' Were you, delivered, to work fuch abominati- 
pns as thefe (o) ? Did the blefied Jefus groati and die for 
you, that you might fin with boldnefs and freedom, that 
you'might extraft, as it were, the very fpiritand eifence 
of fin, and offend God to a height of , ingratitude and 
bafenef?, which would otherwife have been in the nature 
of things impofllble ? Oh think how juftly God might 
call you out from his prefence I how juftly he might 
number you among the moft fignal inftances of his ven- 
geance ! and think, how youriieart will eqdure, or your 
bands be ftrong, if he fhocld deal thus with you (p) ! 
<ilas! all your former experiences would enhance your 
»fenfe of the ruin and mifery, that muft be felt in an 
eternal banifliment from the divine prefence and' fa- 
vour. • 

§. 5. Indulge fuch reflexions as thefe. Stand the 
humbling fight of your fins in fuch a vicw^as this. The 
iTore odious and the more painful it appears, the grea- 
ter profpedl there will be of your benefit by attending to 
it. But the matter is not to reil here. ^ All thefe re- 
flexions are intended, not to grieve, but to cure ; and 
to grieve no xnore, than may promote the cure. You 
are indeed to look upon fin ; but you are alfo, in fuch a 
rircumftance, if ever, to look upon Chrift^ to look upon 
him, whom you have now pierced deeper than before, 
antl to mourn for him with fipceri^y and tendernef*(q)^ 
The God whom vou have injured and affronted, whofc 
laws you have brStcn, and whofejuftice you have (as it 
were) challenged By this foolifh wretched apoltacy,is ne- 
verthelefs a mod merciful God (x). You cannot be fo 
ready to return to him as he is to receive you« Even 
tfo^\*does.he, as it were, folicit a reconciliation, by thofe 
tender impreffions which he is making upon your heart. 

But 

(n) Zech.xiii. 6. (oj Jen vij. 10. fpj Ezck. xxii. 14. 
(qj . Zcch. xii. JO. (rj D^ut. iv.'sj. ^ t 
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• 
But re member how he isto be reconciled. It is in the very 
•fame way, inwhich you made your firft approach to him; 
.in the name, and for the fake, of his dear fon. Come 
therefore, in an humble def^ndanct: upon him. Rc- 
Bew your application to Jcfus, that his blood may (as it 
■were) be fprinklcd upon your foul, that your foul may 
thereby be purified, and your guilt removed. This very ■ 
fin of yours, which the bleffed God forefaw, increafed 
the weight of your redeemer's fufFerings ; It was con- 
cerned in fhedding his blood. Humbly go and place 

your wounds, as it were, under the droppings of that 
precious balm, by which alone they can be healed. That 
compaOiionate faviour will delight to reftore you, when 
you lie as an humble fuppliant at his feet, and will gra- 
cioufly take part with you in that peace and pleafure 
which he gives. Through him renew your covenant 
■with God, that broken covenant, the breach of which 
divine juuicc might. teach you to know by terrible things 
in rightcbufnefs (s); But mercy allows of an acccmmo- 
diuion. Let the confcioufnefs and remembrence of th& 
breach engage you to enter into covenant anew, under a 
deeper fenfc than ever of your own weaknefs, and with a 
inore cordial dependance on. divine grace for your fecuri- 
ty, than you have ever yet entertained. I know, you 
will be aihamed to prefent yourfelf among the children 
ef God in his fanfluary^and efpecially at his table, under 
a confcioufnefs of fo much guilt : But break thro' that 
ihame, if providence open you the way. You will be 
humbled before your offended father : but furely there is 
no place where you are more like to be humbled, than 
when you fee yourfelf in his houfe, and no ordinance ad- - 
mi niftered there can lay you lower than that in which' 
Chrift isevidently fet forth as crucified before your eyes. 
(t). Sinners are the only perfons who hav^ bufmefs 
there. — *™The beft of men come to that facred table, 
as finners. As fuch make your approach to it ; yea, 
as the greateit of finners ; as one who needs the ^lood 
of Jekis, as much as any creature upon earth. 
^. 6. And let mc remind you of one thing more; if 
U 2 your^ 

[>] Pikl,.Uv. 5, ^ (t; Gal. in. i. 
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2^2' Repentance to iepuilicy if the Jin he fo^ Chsrp^ 23. 

your fall has been of fuch a nature as to give any fcaiy- 
«ial to others, be not at all concerned.to fave appearand 
ees, and to moderate thofe mortifications which deep 
}\umiliation before them would occafion. The depth 
and pain of that mortification is indeed an excellent me^ 
dicitlCy which God has in his wife goodnefs appointed 
for you in fuch cir cum (lances as thefe. In fuch a cafe, 
confefs your fault with the greateft franknefs : Aggra« 
vatc it CO the utmoft : Intreat pardon, and prayer^ from 
thofe whom you have offended. Then and never till 
then, will you be in the way to peafe v Not by-palliating 
a faulty not by making vain excufes, not by obje£ling to 
the manner in which others may have treated you; as if 
the lead excefs of rigour in a faithful admonition werea 
crtme equal to fome great immorality that occafioned k. 
This can only proceed from the madnefs of pride and 
ft.*lf love ; It is the fenfil>ility of a wound> which is h^ir- 
dtwtdj fwelled, and inflamed y and it mud.be reducecf, 
and cooled andfuppled^ before it can poflibly be curect. 
To be cenfured, and condemned by men, will be but a 
Kttle grievance, to a foul thoroughly humbled and bro- 
ken under a fenfe of having incurred the condemning 

fentence of God. Such a one will rather defi re to 

glorify God, by fubmitting to deferve blame j and will 
fear deceivmg others into a.more favourable opinion of 
him, than he inwardly knows himfclf to deferve. Thefe 
are the fentiments which God gives to the fincere peni- 
tent in fuch a cafe ; aad by this means he reftores him to 
that credit and regard among others, which he does not 
know how to feek, but which neverthelefs, for the fake 
both of his comfort and ufefulnefs, God wills that, he 
ilipuld have ; and which it is, humanly peaking, impof- 
fible for him to recover any other way. But there is 
lomething fo honourable in the frank acknowledgement 
of a fault, and in deep humiliation for it, that all who 
fee it, muft needs approve it. They pity an oftender^ 
who is brought to fuch a difpofition-f and ende^our to 
comfort him with returning exprcflions, not only of their 
love, but of their efteem too. 
j. 7. Excufe this digreffion, which may fuit fome 
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CJifes; and which would fuit many more, if a regulaf 
difcipline were to be exercifed in churches : Tor oxi fuch 
a fuppofitlon, the Lord's SuppercoUld not be approached 
after vifible and fcandalous f^l^, without folemn confef- 
fion of the ofFence, and declarations of repentance. 
On the other handj there may be inftances of fad apofla- 
Cfi where the crime, tho' highly aggravated before God 
may not fall under human notice. In this ciafe, remem- 
ber, that your bufinefsjs with him, to whofe piercing eye. 
every thing appears in its juft light : Before him there- 
fore proftrate your fpul, and feek a folejnn reconciliation ' 
with himVconfirmed by the memorials of his dying fon. 
And when this is done, imagine not, that becaufe you 
have received -the tokens of pardon,* the guilt of your 
apoftacy is to be forgot at once. ' Bear it dill in your 
memory :for future caution : Lament it before God, in^ ' 
. the frequent returns of fecret devotion efpecially : And 
view with humiliation the fears of thofe wdunds whidi 
your own folly occafioned, even when by divine grace 
they are thoroughly healed. -For God eftabliihes his co- 
venant, not to remove the fenfe of efvery paft abbmina-, 
tion, but that thou mayeft remember thy ways, and be 
confounded, and never open thy mouthany more becaufe 
of thy (hamcy even when I am pacified towards thee foe 
all that thou haft done, faith the Lord (u). 

J. . 8-. And now, upon the whole, if you defife to at- 
tain fuch a temper, and to return by fuch fteps.as thefc, 
then immediately tall down before God, and poar out 
your heart in his prefence, in language like this. 

^-Prayexyjr one who has fallen into grofsfin^ after religi^ 
ous rejblutions and engagements* 

* f^ MOSFHoIy, Holy, Hory, Lc^d God I when! 
/ \jj feriouilyrellcdlon thy fp^jtlefs puriry, and oa 
the ftncl and impartial methods of thy lleady aJinini-. 
ftracion, together with that almighty power of thiiie, 
which is ahle to carry every thought of thiae heart ima 
immediate and full execution, I may julily appear beforv^ 

U 3 thee 
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tlree this day with flume and terror, in confufion and 
conftcrnation of fpirit. This day, O my God, fhis dark, 
mournful day, would I take occafion to look back to that 
fad fource of our guilt, and our mifcry, the apoftacy of 
our common parents, anJ fay with thine offending fcr- 
vant David, behold, I was fhapen in iniquity, and in fin 
did my mother conceive me (w). This day woald I la- 
ment all the fatal confequences of fuch a defcent, with 
regard to myfelf. And O how many have they been \ 
The remembrance of the fins of my unconverted ftate, 
and the failings and infirmities of my after- life, may 
jultly confound me ( How much more fuch a fcene, as 
now lies before my confcience, and before thine all-fee- 
ing eye ? For thou, O Lord, knoweft my foolifluiefs, and 
. mx fins are not hide from thee (x). Thou telleft all my 
wanderings from thy ftatutes (y). Thou feed, and thou 
recordeft, every inftance of my difobedience to thee, 
and of my rebellion againft thee : Thou feeft it in eve- 
ry aggravated circumiTance which I can ditcem, and in 
many more which I never obferved or refle£ted upon. — 
How then (hail I appear in thy prefencc, or lift up my 
face to thee (z) \ I am full of confufion (a), and feel a 
fecrct regret in"the thoughts of applying to thee : ButO 
Lord, to whom fliould I go, but unto thee (b) .• ITnto 
thee, on whom depends my life, or my death 5 unto thee 
•who alone canft take away the burden of guilt, whieb 
jiQW prefTcs me down to the duft 5 who alone canft re- 
ilorc to my foul that reft and peace which I have loft^ 
and which I deferve for ever to lofe ? 

<« Behold me, O Lord God, falling down at thy feet f 
Behold me pleading guilty in thy prefence, and furren- 
dcring myfelf to that jt^ice which I cannot efcape \ I 
have not one word to oflir in my own vindicatioii, in 
myownexcufe. Words, far from being able to clear 
up my innocence, can never fwfficiently defcribc the c- 
normityand demerit of my fin. Thou, O Lord^ and 
tliou only knoweft to the full^how henious and how ag- 
gravated it is. Thine infinite underftanding alone, can 

fathom 

4w) Vh\, li. 5. (x) Pfal. Ixix. 5. (y) Pfal. ivi, 8- (a) E»dwix. 
6. (a) Job. X. 15. ;b) j«hnvi.6j. * 

" igitized by Google 



Chap. 23. after former religi&us engagements. 235 ^ 

fathom the infinhe depth of its malignity. I am, on 
raany accounts, mod unable Jto do it. I cannot con- 
ceive the value of the blood of thy dear Ton, which I 
have ungratefully trainplcd under my feet -, nor the dig- 
nity of thatbleffed fpiritof thine, whofe agency I have, 
as far as I could, been endeavouring to oppofe, and 
vrhok work I have been, as with all my might, labour- 
ing to undo, and to tear up (as k were) that planta- 
tion of his grace, which I (hould rather have been wil- 
ling to have guarded with my life, and watered with 
:my blood. Oh the bafenefs and madnefs of my con- 
tluft ! That I ftiouid thus, as it were, rend open the 
wounds of my foul, of which I had died long ere this^ 
had nof thine own band applied a remedy, had not 
thine onlySon bled to prepare it ! That I (hould violate 
the covenant I have made with thee by facrifice (c), 
by the memorials of fixch a facrJfice too, even of Jefus, 
my Lord, wnereby I am become guilty of his body 
and blood (d) ! That I (hould bring fuchdi (honour upon 
religion too, by founfuitable a walfc, and perhaps open 
the mouths of its greatcft enemies to infi^lt it upon my 
account, and prejudice fome againft it to' their evcrlaft- 
ing deftru£lion I " 

•< I wonder, O Lord God, that I am here to own 
all this. I wonder, that thou haft not long ago appear- 
ed as a fwift witnefs againft me (e) : ibat thou haft not 
difcharged the thunderbolts of thy flaming wrath againft 
- me, and cru(hed me into hell j making me there a ter- 
ror to all about me, as well as to myfelf, by a vetigeance 
and ruin, to be diftingui(hed even there, where all are 
miferable, and all hopelefs. 

^ O Gk)d, thy patience is marvellous ! But how much 
moye marvellous is thy grace, ' which after all this in- 
vites me to thee \ While I ani here giving judgment a-, 
gainii myfelf that I deferve to die, to die for ever, thou 
art fending me the words of everlafting life, and cal- 
ling me as a backfliding chird, to return unto thee (f). 
Behold therefore, OLordj invited by thy word, and en- 
couraged 
[cj PfeL 1. 5. (d) I Cor, xi, *;• (c] Mai iu. j 

\£; Jer, iii. a*. 
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couragfd by thy grace/ 1 come; an4 great as my tranf* 
grefEons are I humbly befeech thee freely to pardon 
them: Becaufc I know, that tho* my fins nave reached 
unto heaven (g), and are Ufted up even unto the ikies 
(h), thy mercy, O Lord» is above the heavens (I). Ex- 
tend that mercy unto me,Oheaverily Father ;. and difplay 
in this illuftrious inftance, the riches of thy grace, and 
thef prevalehcy of thy Son's blood ! For fureJy, if fuch 
crimfbn fins as mine, may be made white as fnow, and 
as wool (k), and if fuch a revolter as I am be brought 
to eternal glory, earth muft, fo far as it is known, be fit 
led with wonder, and heaven with praife { and the great* 
eft fiiiner may ch^arfully apply for pardon, if I, the 
chief of finners find it. And Oh that, when I have lain 
mourning, and as it were bleeding, at thy feet, as long 
as thou thinkeft proper, thou wouldft at length heal this, 
foul of mine which hath finned againft thee(l} ; and give 
me beauty for afhes, the oil of joy for mourning, and 
the garment of praife for the fpirit of hcavinefs (m) i 
Oh that thou wouldft at length reftore unto me the joy 
of thy falvation, and make me to hear fongs of gladnef*, 
that the bones which thou haft broken may rejoice (n)-! 
Then, when a fenfe of thy forgiving love is flied abroad 
upon my heart, and it is cheared with tlie voice of pap- 
don, I will proclaim thy grace to others ^ I will teach 
tranfgreffors thy waysj and finners (hallbecprtverted un- 
to thee (o) : Thofe that' have been backfliding from thee 
fhallbe encouraged to feek thee by my happy experience 
which I will gladly proclaim for thy glory, tho' it be to 
my own ftiame and confufion of face. And may this 
joy of the Lord be my ftrength fp) fo that in it I may 
ferve thee henceforward with a vigour and zeal far bc^ 
yond what I have hitherto known ! 

" This I would aik with all humble fubmlfUon to 
thy will J for I prefume not to infi'ft upon it. If thou 
ihouldft (ee fit to make me a warning to others, by ap- 
pointing'that I Ihould walk all my days in darknefs, and 

at 

• Lgl Rev. xviii. $. f h] Jer. li. 9, , 1 1] Pfal. cviii, 4.. 
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at laft die under acloud, thy will be done ! But O God, 
extend mercy for thy Son's fake, ta this finful foul at 
laft ; and give me fome place, tho* it were at the iect 
of all thine other fervants, in the regions of glorv ! 
Oh bring mJ at length/ tho* it IhouW be through the 
'gloomieil valley that any have ever pafled, into that 
bleffcd world, where I {hall depart from CSod no more, 
where I {ball wound my own. confcience, amd diflio- 
nour thy holy name no more ! then thall my tongue be 
loofed, how long focver it might here be bound under 
the confufion of guilt ; and immortal praifes ihajf be 
paid to that viftorious blood, which has redeemed fuch 
an infamous Have of fin, as I muft acknowledge myfelf 
to be, ,and brought mc, from returns into bondage and 
repeated pollution, to {hare the dignity and holincfs of 
thofcj who are kings and prie{ls unto God (q). Amen*\ 

(q) Rqt. t. 6. 
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The Cafe of the Chriftian under the biditigs of God's 
Face. 

The pbrafe fcriptural^ }. i . lifgnifies the withdrawing 
the tokens of the divine favour i ^. 2. chiefly as to fpi ritual 
conftderations. $• 3. This may bfcome the cafe of any 
cbriftian }. 4. and will be found a very forroivful one; 
}• 5. The following direElions therefore^ are given to 
thofe whofuppofe it to he their own : L To enquire nvhe* 
iher it be indeed a cafe offpiritual dijlrefs, or ivhetier a 
difconjolaie jrame may not proceed from indifpofition (^ 
bodyi J. 6. or difficulties^ as to worldly circumflances. 
|. 7. If it be found to be indeed fuch^ as the title of tht i 
chapter propofes^ be advifed^ II. To confider it as a mer* 
cvful dtfpenfaiion of GOD, to awaken and befir the foul \ 
and excite to ajlridt examination of confcience^ and refor- 
tnation of what has been amifs, J. B. 9 III. 9^ 3^ 
humble and patient while ihe trial continues i §. lo. IV. 
To go on Jieadily in the way of Duty. $. 11. V, Tort* 
new a believing application to the blood of Jefus^ §* 1 2. 
Afi bumble fupplicaiion for one under thefe mournful e> 
ercifes of mind, when they are found to proceed from df 
fpiritual caufe fuppofed, 

$•1. r I iHEREis a cafe which often occurs in the ^i\ 
\ tianlife, which they who accuftom themfelvd 
to the cxercife of devotion, have been ufed to call tbi 
hidings of God's face. , It is a phrafe borrowed frol 
the word of God, which I hope may (helter it froii 
contempt at the firft hearing. It will be my bufinefs 
this chapter, to Hate it as plainly as I can, and the 
to give fome advice as to your own condu£l, when yj 
fall into it, as it is very probable you may before yi 
. have finifhed your journcv thro' this wildernefs. 
J. 2. Thevmcaning ot it may partly be undcrftoi 
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by the oppofite phrafe, of God's caufing his face to 
(hine upon a perfon, or lifting up upon him the light 
of his c^ntenancc. This feems to carry in it an allu- 
fion to the pleafant and delightful apjpearance which the 
face of a friend has, and efpecially if in a fuperior rela- 
tion of life, when he converfcs with thofe whom he 
loves and delights in. Thus job, when fpeaking of the 
regard paid hirti by his attendants, fays, if T fmiled 
upon them, they believed it not, and the light of my 
countenance they caft not down (a) 5 that is they wer^ 
careful, in fuch an agreeable clrcumftance, to do nothing 
to difpleafe m«, or fas we fpeak) to cloud my brow. — 
And David, when eipreffing his defire of the manifcf- 
tation of God's favour to hiro, fays, Lofd lift thou up 
the light of thy countenance upon me \ and, as the ef- 
fe£l of it, declares, thou haft put gladnefs in my heart, 
more than if corn and wine increafed (b). Nor is it im- 
poffible, that in this phrafe, as uftd by David, there 
niaybe feme allufion to the bright fliining forth of the 
Sheliuahy that is theluftre which dwelt in the cloud as 
the vifible fign of the divine p^efence with Ifrael, Which' 
God was pleafed peculiarly to manifeft upon fome pub- 
lic occafions, as a token of his favour and acceptance. 
On the other hand therefore, for God to hide his face, 
iriuft imply the >Vith-hoIding the tokens of his favour, 
aind niurt be eftecmed a mark of bis difpleafure, Thus 
Ifaiah ufes it : • your iniquities have feparated between 
you and your God, and your fins have hid his facefroni 
you, that he will not hear (e).* And again, < thou hatt 
hid thy face from us, as not regarding the calamities^ 
we fuffer, and haft cohfumed us, becaufe i)f our iniqui- 
ties (d;.' So likewife, for God, to hide his face from 
our iins (e),' fignifies to overlook them, to take no far« 
ther notice ofthen;i. The fame idea is, at other times, 
exprcfled by God's hiding Jiis eyes (f).from perfonsof a 
charad\er difagreeable to him, when they come to addrefs 
him with their petition, not vouchfafing (ask were) to 
look towards them. This is plainly the fcriptural fenfe 

' of 

(a) Job. XXIX. 24. (b) Ffal. iv. 6, 7. W I(a. lix. a. 
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of the word ; and agreeable to thiS| it is generally ufed 
by chriKians in our day, and every thing which feems 
a token of divine difpleafure towards them is exprefled 
by it. 

§. 3« It is farther to be obferved here, that the things 
which they judge to be manifeftations of divine {9^ 
Tour towards them, or complancency in them, are not 
only, nor chiefly of a temporal nature, or fuch as mere- 
ly relate to the bleflings of this animal and perifhing 
life. David, tho* the promifcs of the law had a con- 
tinual reference to fuch, yet was taught to look farther, 
and defcribes them as preferable to, and therefore plain- 
ly di(lin£l from, < the bleflings of the corn-floor or the 
wine-prefs (g)/ And if you, to whom I am now ad« 
drefling, do not know them to be fo, it is plain you 
are quite ignorant of the fubje£t we are enquiring in- 
to, and indeed are yet to take out thq firft lefllbns of 
true religion. All that David fays, of beholding the 
beauty of Ihe Lord (h), or beiog latisfied as with mar- 
row and fatnefs, when he remembered him on his bed, 
(i), as well as with the goodnefs of his houfe, even of 
his holy temple (kj, is to be taken in the fame fenfe, 
and can need very little explication to the truly expe- 
rienced foul. But thofe that have kndwn the light of 
GodV countenance, and the fliinings of his/acc, will, 
in proportion to the degree of that knowledge, be able 
to forni fome notion of the hiding of his face, or the 
withdrawing of the tokens he has given bis people of 
his prefence and favour, which fometimcs gveatly im- 
bitters profperity j as where the contrary is found, it 
fweetens afflictions, and often fwallows up the fenfe 
o it. ' 

$. 4, And give me leave to remind you, my chriftiao 
friend, (for under that charader I now addrefs my rea- 
der,) that to be thus deprived of the fenfe of God's love, 
and of the tokens of his favour, may foon be the cafe 
with you, tho' you may now have the pleafure to fee 
. the candle of the Lord (hining upon you, or the* it 

may 
fg] Pfal. iv. 7. (h] PfU. xxvu. 4. fij PfaL cidu. 5, 0. 
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may even fcem to be fun-fliine and high noon in your 
foul. You may lofc your lively view of the divine per- 
fcftions and glories, in the contemplation of which you 
now find that inward fatisfa£iion. You may think oi* 
the divine wifdom and power, of the divine mercy and 
fidelity, as well as of his righteousnefs and holinefis, and 
feel little^ inward complacency of foul in the views. It 
may feem to you, as if you had lofl an idea of thofeim^ 
' portant words, tho* the view has fometimes fwall6wed 
up your whole foul in tranfports of aftonifliment, ad« 
miration, and love. You may lofe your delightful ienfe . 
of the divine favour. It may be a matter of great and 
fad doubt with you, whether you do indeed belong to 
God ; and all the work of his blefled fpirit may be f<» . 
veiled and (haded in the foul, that the peculiar cha- • 
rafters, by which the hand of that facred agent might 
be diftinguiflicd, (hall be in a great meafure lolL^ and 
you may be ready to imagine, you have only deluded 
yourfclf in all the former hopes you have entertained, 
in confequence of this, thofe ordinances, in which yoa 
* now rejoice, may grow very uncomfortable to you, evca 
^hen you do indeed deGre communion with God in 
them. You may hear the mod delightful evangelical 
truths opened, you may hear the piivileges of God's 
children mod a^efiionateiy reprefented, and not be a* 
ware that you have any part or lot in this matter; and 
from that very coldneis and iafenflbility mav be draw- 
ing a farther argument, that you have notlung to do 
with them. And then your heart may meditate terror 
(1), and under the didrefs that overwhelms you, your 
dearell enjoyments may be receded upon as adding to 
the weight of it, and making it more fcnfible, while » 
you confider that you had once fuch a tatle for thefe 
things, and have now lod it all. • So that perhaps it 
may Icem to you, that they, who^uevcr felt any thing 
at all of religious imprefTions, are happier than you, or 
at lead are lefs mifcrable. You may perhaps in thefe 
melancholy hours, even doubt, whether you have ever 
prayed at M^ and whether all that you called your 
X enjoy if^t-ut 

(1) Ua. xxxiii. i8. n \ 
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crjoyment of Gocl, were not fomo ftlfc delight, excit* 
cdby the great enemy offouU^ to ms^kcypu ^ppreheiid 
that your Uatc was good, th^t fo yatt miglit contijQiie 
his more fecure prey* 

§,3. Such as this may fee your cafe for a^condder^ 
able time; and oriiinances may be attended in. vaio, 
and the prefence of God may be in vaio fought in tbe^u 
ycumay pour out your foul iu private^ ^nd (hfja come 
to the public worlhip, and find liftle fati^faf^ion in ei- 
ther ; but be forced to take up the ]?fajmift'8 complain t; 
My God, I cry in the day-tiiu^, bpt thou hearcft noi ; 
and in the night feafon, and a^i qot filent. (ni)j or that 
• of Job, Bc'hQid I go forward, but he i$ not lh^re,^nd 
backward, but Icannpt perceive birp^^andpn thejeft ba^ 
Vititxt he doth work, but I c%n^ot behold him \ bie 
hidetl^.himf<{^lf on the right h,and|thatl c^nqotjc^ hiin» 
(n): So that all, which looked hkereIjgrouinyp^i;mind 
Ihall feem, as it were, to.Ue melted ii^tq grief, or. chil- 
led into fe:jr, or cru(bed into a deep fcnfe of your un* 
worthinefs; in confequence of wh^eh, you 6>all t^% 
dare fo much as to lift up your ^yes before Gqu, aad 
be almoft afhamed to take y<?ur p)ac<9 i.9 a worffeip- 
ing aflembly among any^ that yoy think -his fervants. - J 
have known this to be the cafe of fonae cxjjellent.chri* 
ftians, whofe impro^femeiiJits in religion have b^en dif- 
tinguiflicd, and whom GcdJiaih hoaJKH»red above naaity 
oftheir brethren in what he hath done for thqq), and 
by them. Give me leave therefore, having thijisdeArrib* 
cd it, to offer you fome ' pjain advices with r?gai:d ta 
it; and iet not that be imputed ^o enthMfiadic fancy, 
•which proceeds from an intimate and frequent vie^^ 
of f;i£ls, on the one h9i>d> and from a fiqcerQa^^cOion^ 
ate neCre, on the other, to reliev^e the tender piou$ heart 
into dcfolate a ftate. At lead, I am. perluaded, the 
attempt will not be overlooked or d.ifapprov^dby the 
great fhephcrd of the flicep (o)^ who hath charged us 
'to ccmfort the feeble miodc^ (p). 

4. 6. And here I would hrlt advife ypu njpft care. 

* flUJy 

(m; Pla:. xm «. \n) Job, xxiij. 8, g, (o) Hcb. xiii. ^9. 
/>>;iTheff.v. 14. 
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fully to inquire, WhctlKir your prefent diflrefs, does 
indeed arife from caufes which are truly fpirlttwl ? Or 
whether it may not rather have its foundation in fomc 
difordcr of body, or in the circumllances of hfe^ in 
vrhich you are providentially placed, which may break 
your fpirits and deje£l your mind ? The influence of 
the inferiot part of our nature, on the nobler, the im- 
mortal fpirit, while we continue in this eoibodied 
ft^te, is fo evident, that no attentive perfon cai>, in the 
general fail to have obferved it \ and yj;t, there arc 
cafes, in which it feems not to be fulBciently confirfer- 
cd J and perhaps your own may be one of them. The 
ftatcT)f the blood is often fuch as neceflariJy to fuggell 
.gloomy ideas even in dreams, and to indifpofe iF«e foul 
for taking plcafure in any thing: And when it is fo, 
why (hould it be imagined to proceed from any pecu- 
liar divine difpleafure, if it does not find its ufual de- 
light in religion i Or why (hould God be thought to 
have departed* from us, becaufe he fuflers natural caufes 
to produce najtural effetls, without.oppofing by miraclel 
to break the conhedion ? When this n the cafe, the 
help of the phyficlan is to be Jbught,- rather than that 
of the divine, or at lealk, by all means, together with 
it; and mtrdicine, diet, exerciie, and air^ may in a few 
weeks efFcci that, which the ikrongeft reafonings, the 
moil pathetic exhortations or confolaiionsy might for 
many months have attemptcii in vain, 

§. 7. In other initanceS) the deje£lion and feeble- 
nefs of the mind miy arife from fomeihing ujicomfort- 
aWe in our worldly circumllances ; thefe may cloud as 
well as didrafl the thoughts, and imbitter the temper, 
and thu4 render us in a grtat degree unfit for religious 
fervices or pleafures ; and when it is fo, the remedy 
is to be fought in fubmiffion to divine providence, in 
abllra£ling our afFe^ion§ as far as poffiWe from the 
prefent world, in a prudeiu care to eafc ourfelves of 
the burthen fo far as we can, by moderating unnecef- 
(iiry expences, and by diligent application to bufinefs 
in humbJe dependence on the divine blelling ; in the 
mean^Xime^ endeavburin* by faith to look up to him, who 
X a fomctimes 
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fometimcs fufFcrs his children to be brought info fach 
ciifficulties, that he may endear himfelf morefenfibljr to 
them by the method he fhall take for their refief. 

^. 8. On the principles here laid down, it may per- 
haps appear on enquiry^ that the diftrefs complained 
of, may have a foundation rery different from what 
was atfirft fuppofed. But where the health is found, 
and the eircumllances eafy , when the animal fpirits arc 
difpofed for gaiety and entertainn>ent, while all tafle for 
religion^ pleafurc is in a manner gone; when the Toul 
is ftrized with a kind of lethargic infenHbilityj or, what 
I had almoft called a paral)tic weakn^^fs, wjth refpeft 
to every religious cxercife, even tho' there fliould not 
be that deep terrifying diltrcfsor pungent amazementy 
which I before reprelented asihceffeft of melancholy ; 
•imr that anxiety about the accommodations of life, 
-which Urait circumQances naturally produce: I would 
•in rijat cafe vary my advice, and^ urge you, with all 
poffible attention and impartiality, to fearch into the 
i:aufe which has brought upon you that great evil, un* 
i!er which you juHly monrn. And probably in the ge« 
neral thf caufc is fin ; fome lecret fin, which has not 
been difcovered or obferved by the eye of the wOrld; 
for enormities that draw on/them the obfervation and 
ceiifu're of others, will probably fall under the cafe men« 
tioned in the former chapter, as they mud be indances 
of known and deliberate guilt. Now the eye bf God 
•hath feen ihefe evils which have cfcaped the notice of 
-your fcllow-crcatures ; and in confequence of this care 
to conceal them from others, while you could not but 
know they were open to him, God has feen himfelf 
in a peculiar manner afTronted, and injured, I had al« 
moll faid infulted by them : And hence his righteous 
difpleafure. Oh i let th^t never be forgotten, which is 
fo plainly faid, fo comitionly known, fo familiar to ai- 
med cv^ry religious ear, yet too little felt by any of 
cur hearts, your iniquities have fcparated between you 
and your God, and your fins have hid his face -from 
you that he will not hear (q). And this is on the whole, 

{%) Ifa. lix. i, %. 
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amerci(\il <!ifpenfatTOj;i of God, tho* it may feem fetetc ; 
regard it not therefore, merely as your calamity, but as 
intended to awaken yon, that you may irot content 
yourfelf, even with lying in tears df humiliation before 
the Lord, but like Jolhua rife and exert yourfelf vigo- 
ITOufly, to put away from yoa tha^ accurfed thing what-i 
ever it be. Let this be your nnmediate and earnell 
care, that your prkle may. be humbled, that yonir 
watchfulncfs may be maintained, that your afFe^ion^ 
to th^ world may be deadened, and that on the whole, 
-your fitnefs fojr heaven may in every refpecl^be in- 
creafijd. Thefe are the defigns of your heavenly Father, 
^ndlet it b^ your great cdnccrn to co-ojicrate with 
them. 

J. 9. Receive it therefdre on the whole, as thf mod 
Important advice that can be given you, « immediately 
tt) enter on a ftridl examination of your conference. — 
Attend to its gentleft whifpers. . If a fufpicion arifes 
in your mind, that any thing has not been right, trace 
that fufpicion, fcarch inro every fecret folding of your 
heart \ improve to the purpofes of a fuller difcovery, 
the advices of your friends, flie reproaches of your ene- 
niies ; rccolIe6l for what your heart hath fmitten you 
at the table of the Lord, for what it would fmire you, 
if you were upon a dying bed, and ^^ithin this hour 
to enter oti eternity, . When you have made any dif- 
tovery, note it down, and you can go on in your 
fearch till yoqt can fay^ thefe are the remaining cor- 
ruptions^ of rtty he-jrt •, thefe are the firts and follies 
of my life >- this have I negl'efted ^ this have I done 
amifs. And when the account is as complete as you 
can make it, fct yourfelf in the ftrength of God to a 
ftreniiOUs reformation, or rather begin the teformation 
6f every thing that feems amifs as foon a^ ever you 
difcover it; < return to the Almighty and thou fhalt be 
boilt up, and put iniquity far from thy tibernacle, then 
{halt thou have thy delight in the almighry, and (lialt 
lift up thy face unto God. Thou fiialt makp thy pray* 
ccunto him; and he fhall hear thee; thou ihalt pay 
X 3 !hy 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



0,4^ Be humble and go on in the way of duty. Chap. %\ . 

tby vows unto him, and his light (hall fhine upon thy 
ways(r).' 

J. ic. In the mean time be waiting for God with 
the deepeft humility, and fubrait yourfelf to the dif- 
ciplinc of your heavenly Father, acknowledging hia 
jullice, and hoping in his mercy \ even when your coh- 
fcience is leafl fevere in its remonftrances, and difco- 
.vers nothing more than the common infirmities of God'5 
people } yet dill boiv yourfelf down before him, and 
own, that fo many are the evils of your beft days, to 
.many the imperfeflions of your beft fervices, that by 
them you have deferved all, and more than all that you 
fufFer ; deferved, not only that your fun (hould be cloud- 
-cd, but that^it (hould go down, and arife no more, 
iut leave your foul in a rtate of evcrlafting dafknefs. And 
.while the (hade continues, be not impatient. Fret not 
yourfelf in any wife,but rather with a holy calmnefs and 
gentlenefs of foul, wait on the Lord (s). Be willing to 
ilay his time, willing to bear his frown, in humble hope 
that he will at kngth * return and have compa(non on 
you (t). He h'a^ not utterly forgotten to be gracious, 
nor refolved, that he will be favourable no more (u) 
For the Lord will not caft oflFfor ever j but tho* he 
caufe grief, yet will he have compaffion accordii>g to 
the multitude of his mercies (x)/ It is comparatively 
but * for a fmall moment that he hides his face from 
you ; but you may humbly hope, that with great mcr- 

^ ciesiie will gather you,"and that with eyerlalling kind- 
nefs he will have mercy^ on you (y).* Thefe fuitable 

. words are not mine, but his ; and they wear this> as in 
the very front qjF them, * t^iat a foul under the hidings 

' of God's face, may at leaft be one whom he will ga- 
ther, and to whom he will extend everlafting favour.' 

J. II. But while the darknefs continues, * go on in 
the way of your dury/ Continue the ufe of means and 
ordinances: Read, and meditate i Pray, yes, and fing 
the praifes of God too, tho' it may be witb a heavy 

heart* 

{rj Job Txii. 23. 26, 27. (s) Pfal.xxxvii. 8, 15. (t) Jcr. la. 15^ 
;u} PJaUlxxvii. 7.8. (x;Lam..iii. 31,31. (j) Ifa.liY..?* 8* 
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heart. Follow the footfleps of his flock (z) ; you may 
perhaps meet the (hepkerd of fouls in doing it. Place 
yourfelf at leaft in his way. It is pofBble you may by 
this means get a kind look from him ; and one look, one 
turn of thought which may happen in a moment, may 
as it were create a heaven in your foul at once. G^ 
to the table of the Lord. Ifypu cannot rejoice,- go 
and mourn there. *< Go and mourn that Saviour, 
whom by your fins you have pierced (a) % go and la- 
ment the breaches of that covenant, which you have 
there fo often confirmed. Chrift may perhaps make 
himfelf known wnto you iii th^ breaking of breaj 
(b)," and^you may hnd^ to your furprize, that he hath 
been near you, when you imagined he was at the 
greateft diftance from you; ne<uyou when ybu thought 
you were caft out from his prefence. . Seek your com- 
fort in fuch employments as thefe: and not in the vain 
amufements of this world, and in the pleafures of 
fenfe. I (hall never forget that afFe^ionate exprefiion, 
which I am well aflured broke out from an eminently 
pious heart, then almoft ready to break under its for- 
rows of thii kind ! " Lord, if I may not enjoy thee, let 
jne enjoy nothing dfe; but go down mourning after thee 
to the grave!" I wondered not to hear, that almoft a$ 
foon as this fentiment had been breathed out before 
God in prayer, the burthen was taken ofF, and the joy 
of God's falvation rellored. 

$. 12. I Oiall add but one advice more ; and that is, 
*« that ydu renew your application to the blood of Je-^ 
fus, thro' whom the reconciliation between God and 
your foul has been accomplifhed. It is he that is out 
peace, and by his blood it is that we are made nigh 
^c)*,*' It is in him, as the beloved of hisfoql, that God 
declares, he is well pleafcd (d^; and it is in him that 
we are made accepted to the glory of his grace (e).— - 
Go therefore, O Chriftian, and apply by faith to a cru- 
cified Saviour: Go and appjy to him as to a merciful 
bigh-prieft, ** and pour out thy complaint before him, 

and 

(%) Cant, i 8. |al Zcch. xW. 10, (b^ Luke xux, 35. 

{cj Eph. ii. F3, 14. [d) Mat, lii. 17. IcJ Eph* i. 6, 
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i^ho fhew before him tiiy tronWe /f). Lay open the 
dillrcfs and artj»uifti of thy foul to hini, Who once kne^ 
\«4i»t it was to fay, (O a(loni(hing ! that he oi all 
ethers ihciuM ever have faid it,) « My God, nty G^, 
H^hy haft thou fbrfaken nve (g) r" Look tip for pity^^mi 
TcHcf to hitn, who himfeif fuffered, being not only 
te*T)pfed,but with regard to fcnfible msnifeftations, de- 
ftrtcd ; that he might thus know how to pity thbfir 
tfcat? ate in fuch a mebnchoTy cafe, and be rea<?y, a^ 
well as able, to fuccour them (h). He is ImmaniKl 
Crbd with us (i); and it is only in and thro* him, that 
fets Father (hincs forth upon us v<'ith the mildeft beains 
of mercy and of love* Let it be therefore yo«r i«» 
mediate care, to renew your acc][uaintance with him. 
Review the records of his life and death : Hiar his 
Words J. behold his a^ions^; And when yoO dt> fo, 
furely yciu will find a fccred fweetrttrs diffufing itfelf 
dter your foul. Yo« will be brought into a calm^ 
gentle, filent frame, in which faith a^id lo^ will ope- 
rate powerfully, and God may probably caufe the flift 
ffwall voice of his comf(>rting fpirit to be heard (k)j tiM 
your foul bUrHs out into a fong of praife, and you 
Way be made f»hd according to the days in which yoil 
have been aftifted (1). in the mean time, foch lan- 
guage as the following fupplication fpeak^j maj be 
Cukable. 

An hnnXk Supplication fir^wt un^er tie Hulmgs of 
Gfits facim 

w T>LISSED GOD ! with thee k the fountain of 
W\ life (-my and of happinefs. I adore thy name, 
that i have ever tafted of thy ftreams; that I Bave 
etcr fek the peculiar pl^fure arifiog froni^ the light 
of thy countenatKe, and the (liedding abroad pf thj 
love on the foul. But alas, thefe delrghtfni feafon^ 
are now to me no more^ and the remembrance of 

them 

[f] Pfal. exlil a. r^l jMat, xxyl 46. [h] Hci. U. iS. 

[ij Mat. i. 13. [k I Kingf xix. iju Ij Pfal. ac. 15. 

( (m) Pfal. XXX. vi. 9. 
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them engages me to pour out my foal within me(n), 
I would come, as I have fomcrly done, and call thee, 
.with the Came endearment, my Father, and my God: 
But afaSf I know not how to. do it. Guilt and fear a- 
rife, and forbid the delightful language. I feck thee, 

Lord, but I feek thee in vain. I would pray, and 
.my lips are fealed up. I would read thy word, and 

all the promifes of it are veiled from mine t^t%^ I 
frequent thofe ordinances, which have been formerly 
moit nourifhing and comfortable to my foul ; but alas, 
they are only the Ihadows of ordinances ; The fubftance 
is gone : The animuing fpirit is fled, and leaves them 
now at bed but the image of what I once knew them, 

" But, JLord, hafl thou call off for ever, and wilt ihoo 
be favourable no more (o) ? Hall thou in awful judg* 
iDcntdttCTmint'd, that my foul mull be left to a perpe« 
tual winter, the fad embicm of eternal darknefs? indeed 

1 defcrve it Ihould be fo. I acknowledge, O Lord, I 
deferve tobecalt away from thyprefcnce withdifdain \ 
to be funk lower than I am, much lower : I delervc to 
have the (hadow of death upon mine eye-lids (p), and 
ts^n to be furrounded with ciie thick eloom of the infer- 
nal prifon. But halt thou not raifcd multitudes who 
have deferved like me to be delivered into chains of dark-* 

\ n$f8(q), to the vifions of thy glory above, where no cloud 
can ever interpofe berween thee and thfir rejoicing fpi« 
tits ? Have mercy upon me, O Lord, have mercy upoa 
me(r) ! and tho' mine iniquities have now juiUy caufed 
thee to hide thy face from me (s), yet be thou rather 
picafcd, agreeably to the gracious language of thy word, 
to hide thy face from my iins, and to blot out all mine 
iniquities (t) chear my heart with the tokens of thy re- 
turning favour, and fay unto my foul, I am thy faiva* 
tioii(u)l 

•• Rememhcr, O Lord God, remember that dreadful 
day, vci which Jefus thy dear fon endured what my fins 
have deferved I remember that agony, in which he pou« 

red 

(a) Pfal ilu. I. (.0) Pfal. Ixxtii. 7. (p) Job. xyi. 16. fql » P^t.ii. 4. 
(t) Pfal. cxxiii. I. (•) lia. Ux. 3. («> Pfal. li. 9. ^u; Pial. xxxv. 3. 
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re(! otit Wsfdul before thee, and ftid, my God, my <5o(f, 
why haft thou forfalten me(x) ! did he not, O Lord, en- 
dure all this, that humble penitents might thro* him be 
brought near unto thee, and nright behold thee with 
pleafute, as their father, and their God \ Thus do I Az" 
fire to come unto thee : Bleffed faviour aft iliou not ap- 
pointed "to give unto thehithat mourn in Zion, bcautf 
for afhes, the oil of joy for mourniftg, and the garment 
of praifefor thefpirit of hearincfs (y) : O wafh away my 
tears, anoint my head with the oil of gladnefs, and 
clothe me with the garmerfts of falvation (z) ! 

«• Oh that I knew where I might find thee (a) ! Oh 
that I knew what it is, th^t has engaged thee to depart 
'from me I I am fearching and trying' my way's(b}: Oh 
that thou wouldft fearch me, and ktiow my heart, try 
me and know my thoughts and if there be any wicked 
Way ih me, difcdverit, and lend me in .the way ever- 
la4ling(c)-, in that \^ ay, in which I may find reft and 
pe^ for my foul (a), and feel the difcorcric*4 o/thy 
love in Chriit ! \ \ 

<^ O God, who didfl command the light to fhnie out 
of darknefs(e), fpeak but the, word, and light fhall dart 
into my foul at once .'open thou rry lips, and my mouth 
(hall (hew forth thy praife (f) fhall burft out into a 
chearf ul fong, which fliail difpfay befbi^ thofe, whom I 
my prcfent dejetlions may have difcouraged> the plea- 
fures and fupports of religion f 

*• Yet, Lord, on the whole, I fubmit to thy will. If 
it is thus that my faith mud be ^xcrcifed, by walking in 
darknefs for days and mohths, and years to come, how 
'long fotver they may feem, ho<v long foever they, may 
be, I will fubmit. Still will I adore thiec, as the Go<l of 
Ifrael, arid thefavionr, the' thou art a God that hideft 
thyfelf(g): Stiil will 1 truft in the, name of the Lord, 
and' Uay myfelf upon my Godi(h) •, trufting in thee, tho' 
thou flay me (i);. and waiting for thee, more than they 

that 

(ij Mat. Kxvli. 46. -fy i Ifa. Ixi. 3. (z) Ifa. Ixi. 10. fa) Job. xxiii. 3. 
(^bj Lam. iii. 40. (q.j Pfal. cxxxix. 23. 24. (^) Jer.vi. 16 (ej % Cor, 
jv. 6. \l) FJ^. ix. I J. (g; Ifa, xiv. i j. (h; Ifa. i. 10. \ji) Job xiii. ij. 
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that watch for the mornmg, yea, more than they that 
watch for the moFouig(k) Petadveutur^ in the even- 
ing time it maybe light (I). -I know, that thou haft 

fometime^ manifefted thy compaflions to thy dying fer- 
vants, andgiyenthep^^ in the lowed ebb pfibw Qatn- 
ral fpirits, a full tide of divine glory, thus turning dark- 
nefs into light before them [m]. So may it pleafe thee 
to gild the valley of the ihadow of death with the light 
of thv prefence, wheji I. am. pacing thro' it^ apd to 
ftrcjcnfprththy rgd ^ud thy ftaffto comfort ine(n),rh^t ' 
iny tremblings may ceafe,^nd the glpoiic^ may echp witji 
fongs. of praife ! Bgt if it bc thy /bverejgfx pJerafur^, th^t 
diftijefs and cj^rkn^fjftpuld ftjll cpntin^e to the lall nio- 
tion of my puljfe, gjid t;he laft gafp qf my breath, Oh kt 
it Geafe.with. t,be parting ftruggle, and bri^ig me to th^t 
Jight which is fawn for the righte^ys, and to that glad- 
nefe wbkh ick referyed fpr the uprjght ip heart (ou t^ 
th€ uuclouded regions of everlafting fpiendor an.d joy, 
where the full anointings of thy fpirit ijiali be.ppureji 
out on all thy people, and thou wilt no -more hide thy 
f a<?e from ai|y of tlvem (p) f 

«< ThisLprcJ^ is thy falvatipn, fpr \yhich I 4m wait- 
ing (q); and wbilft I feel the defires of ^rrjy foul drawn 
out after it» I will never defpalr of pbtavoing it. Con- 
tit? ue aad. ipcreafe thofe defiresi and.^t length f^tisfy,an4 
exceed thqm.al), thro' the righp§ pf. Jb^.^C^CC i|i CJhrift 
Jefus ! 



QHAP- 
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25a -The ciri/Han JhuU ^pcpeS afflil&m. Chap. 25, 
CHAP. XXV. 



The Chridian ftruggling under great and heaTy 
Affiillions. 



Here tt is aJvifed^ (l.) That affliSlwns fhould be expeSed^ 
f. I. (2.) ^hat the righteous hand of God Jhould be ac^ 
kncHvitdged in them^ when they come, j 2, (3.) ^hat 
tieyfiould be borne ivitb patience. J. 3. (4.) 1 hat, the di^ 
vine cot.duB in themjhouldbe cordially approved. }. 4. (5.) 
^kat tkanhfulhejs Jhould be maintained in the widft if 
trials. J. 5. (6.) ^hat the defign of offliBions Jbould he 
diligetitly enquired info^ 'ana all proper»aJ/iJ}ance taken in 
di/coverwg it. }. ().(^ )That lohen it is dijcovered^ it 
Jhould humbly be complied with and an/uered. J. 7. ^ 
prayer fuited to fuch a cafe. 

J. I. OINXE man isborn untotrouble> as the fparks 
1^ fly upvard8(a), and Adam has entailed on all 
his Tiice tlie fad inheritance of calamity in their way to 
•de^th, it v^ill certainly be prudent and ncceffary, that we 
fiiould allexpeft to meet with^tiials and afBiftions ; aud 
^that you, reader, whoever you are, flionldbe endeavour- 
ing to gird on your armour, and put yourfelf into a pof- 
ture to encounter thofe trials, which will fall to your lot, 
as a man, and a chriftian. Prepare yourfcif to receive 
your affliOicns and to endure them, in a manner agree- 
able to both thofe' charadlers. In this view, when you 
fee others under the burthen, confidcr how poffible it is, 
that you may be called out to the very fame diifacuUies, 
orlo others equal to them.— Put ,your loul, as in the 
place of theirs. Ihink, kow you could endure the load 
under which they lie \ and endeavour at once, to com- 
fort them, and to ftrengthen your own heart ; ur rather 
pray that God would do it. And obferving iK)w liable 
mortal life is to fuch forrows, moderate your cKpeAacions 

£rooi 

la] Job. v. 7. ^ I 
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'tromit'y raifc yotir thoughts above it 4 and form your 
'Ichtmts of happmefs, only for that world, wheire th^ 
^cannet bf tfifeppointcd : In the meaq time, blefling God, 
' that your prof perky is lengthened out thus far, ztid a- 
fcribing it to his fpecial providence, that you contintiefo 
•long un^wounded, when fo many ihowers of arrows arc 
-flying ^rround you, and fo many arc falling by tfaem|On 
the right hand, and on the left. 

J. 2. 'When at length your turn comes, as it certainly 
'^ill,frora the firft hour in which an afBiftion fcizes 
you, leaHze to yourfelf the hand of God in it, and lofe 
not the view of him in any fccond caufe, which may have 
proved the immediate occafion. Let it be your firft care 
« to humble yourfelf binder the mighty hand of God 
that he may exalt you in due time (b),* Own, that < ho 
is juft in all that is brought upon you (c),' and that in 
all thefe things, < hepunifties you lefsthan your iniqui- 
ties deferve (d).* Compofe yourfelf to bear hi* hand with 
patience, to glorify his nam.e by a fabmiffion to his will 
and to fadl in with the gracious defign of this vifitation, 
as well as to wait the ifTne of it quietly, whatfoever the 
event may be. 

J. 3 Now that patience may have its perfeft work 
(e), rdflcfl frequently, and deeply, upon your own mean- 
ncfs and finfulnefs. Confider, how often every mercy 
has been forfeited, and every judgment defcrvcd. And 
conlider too, how long the patience of God hath born 
with you, and how wonderfully it is ftill exerted towards 
you } and indeed, not only his patience, but his bounty 
too. Affii£>cd as you are, ( for I fpeak to ypu now as ac- 
tually under the prcfTure) look round and furvey your re- 
maining mercies, and be gratefully fcnfible of thcm.^ — 
Make the fuppofition of their being removed : What if 
God fhould itretch out his hand againd you, and add po- 
verty to pain, or pain to poverty, or the lofs of friends to 
both 5 ot the death of furviving friends to that of thofe 
■whom you are now mourning over ; would not the 
wound be more gricTOUS ? Atlorc -his goodnefs, that this 
is not the cafe j and t<tkeheediieft your umhankfulnefs 
Y •. fhould 

JbllPct.v,^ (c)Ncb.ix.33. lajXjfa.ix. X3« f c] James i. 4* 
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(Iiottld provoke him to multiply yourforrows* Confider 
alfo the need vou have of difciplihc » how wholefooie 
It may prove to your fou]> and what merciful defignso^ 
heavenly father has^ in all the corredlions he fends upon 
his children* . . 

$• 4 Nay I will add^ that in confequence of all thefe 
cqnfidtriitioxis it may be veil expelled, not only that 
you {houid fubmit toyouraffliflionsas whi^ you cannot 
avoids but that you ihould fweerly acquiefce in them and 
approve thc;m ; that you ihould not only juClify, but 
glorify God in fending them ^ that you (hould glorify 
him with your heart, and with your lips too. Think 
notpraife unfuirable, on fuch an occaGon ; nor tbiuk 
tUzx praife alone tote fuitable, which takes its rife from 
remaining comforts : Butknpw that it is yourduty, not 
only to be thankful in your affliftions, hut to be thankful 
on account ^f them. 

$. 5. God himrelf has fald, in every thing give thanh 
(f '; 'y and he has taught his f rvants to fay, yea, alfo w€ 
glory in tribulation (g). And moll certain it is, that to 
true believers they art inilaliccs of divme mercy ; for 
■whcm the Lord Joveth he chaflencth, and fcourgeth eve- 
ry fon, whom he receiveth with peculiar and dillinguifh- 
ing enc-earment (h) View your prcfent affli£lions in this 
light, as chatlifcments of love; and then let your own 
l«;art fay, whether love does not demand praife. Think 
with youriclf, *' it is thus that God is making me con- 
formable to his own fon ; it is thus that he is training n:c 
-up for compleat glory. Thus he kills my corruption; 
thusheflrengtl>ensmy grace ;" thus he is wifely contriv- 
ing lo bring me nearer to himfelf, andto ripen me for the 
honours ol his heavenly kingdom. It is if need be, that 
I am in heavinefs (i) 5 anj^ he fureiy knows what that 
need is, better tl an 1 can pretend to ttach him 5 ard 
knows w hiu peculiar propriety there is in this affliction, 
to anfwer ipy prcfent neceflity, and do me that peculiar 
good ^^hich he i^.graciouHy intending me by it. This 
tribulation fliali work p?tience, and patience experience, 
a«jd expefience-amoreafl'uxcd l)ope j'ev.cn a hope which 
/' ' "*^ •- * fhall 

/f^ I ThcX. V. 18. ,(i) Rom. x. 3. {)}) Ucb. xii. 6. , (i) I Pet. i. 6. 
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t 

(hall not make afliamcd, while the love ^of God h (hed 
abroad in my heart (k), and fhines through my affliftion,« 
like the fun through a gentle defcending cloudi^darting 
in right upon the fhade) and mingling fruitfulnefs with 
weeping." 

§. 6 Let it be then your earned care, while yoa thus 
look on your affli6lion, whatever it may be, ias coming 
from tlie hand of God, to improve it io the purpofes 
for which it wasfcnt. And that you miy fo improve 
\tf let it be your firft concern, to know what thofepur- 
pofe^ are. Su^nmon ^up all the attention of your^oul, 
to hear the rod, and him who hath appointed it (I); 
and pray carneflly, that you may underftand its voice. 
Examine your life, your words, and your heart; and 
pray, that God would fo guide your enquiries^ that yoa 
may return unto the JUord that fmiteth you (m). To af- 
(id you in this, call in the help of pious friends, and par- 
ticularly of your minidtrs : intreat, not only their pray- 
ers/^ buk their' advice . too, as to the probable defign of 
- providence; and encourage tliem freely to tell you any 
thing which occurs to their minds upon this head. And 
if fuch anoccafion (liould lead them to touch upon fome 
of the impcrieflions of your chara£ter and conduft, 
look .upon It as a great token of their frienriihip, and take 
it-notoaly patiently,, bpt thankfully. It does but ill 
beconne. a chriliian, iit Any time, to rcfent reproofs and 
aclmonitions ;. and lea^dof alldocs it become him, when 
the rebukes of his heavenly father are upon him. He 
ought rather to feck admonitions, at fucii a trmeas tl;is, . 
and voluntarily offer his wounds to bo fearched by a 
faithful and ikillfu I hand. ■ . , 

.^. 7. And' when, by one means or another, you have 
gpt a ray of light to direift you in the aneaning and 
language of fuch difpenfatioDS, uke h^ed, that you do 
npt, in any degree, harden yourfelf againft God, and 
walk contrary to him (n). Oolhnate refuiiiince to the 
apprehended dc/fign of any providential ilroke is incx-- 
prelhbly provoking to him. Set yourfelf therefore to an 
iijirtiediate reformation of Whatever you difcover amifs ; 
Y 2 and 
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atid labour to learn the general lefibns of greater fiibmi& 
ii6n to God^s wi)l» of a more Calnd indifi<crent:e to the 
world, ami of a clofer attachment to dmoc comrer&asi 
to* the views of an approaching. invifiUe tbate; And 
whatever particular proportion or correfpondi^ncc ytm 
jn«.y obfcrve, between this or that-circumilance in your 
aftiftion^ and your former tranfgreifions, be efpeciallr 
cir-eful toadl according to that more peculiar and cxpnefe 
voice of the rod, fhen ydu naay perhaps havefpee^ 
and remarkable reafon to fay, that it hath bceagood" for 
jFOu that you have been* afflicted (o)) and with a* molti^ 
tudc of others, may learn to number the tiafi«Sx>fi your 
fh^rped triaJf«, among the fweeteft and^the moib exaJted 
moments of your life. For this purpofe, let prayer be 
your frequent employment \ and let fuch featiments a* 
thefe, if not in' the very fanoe terms^ be often and:a^dbi» 
onately poured out before G<xL 

An humhlt Addrefs to Qod under thtpreffafB ofbsaioy 

" /^ Thou fupreme, yet all righteous and gracR»ii» 
\J governor of the whole univcrfe! mean an^in* 
coofiderablc^as this little province of thy fpacious empire 
may appear, thou doft notdifrcgard the earth and its in- 
habitants; but at ten deft to. its concerns with the mafl: 
condefcending and gracious regards* Thou relgneft, and 
I' rejoice in it, as it is indeed matter of univcrfal joy (prj. 
J believe thy univerfel providence and care; and I firmly 
believe thy wife, holy, and kind imerpoCtion in- every 
thing which relates to me, and to the circumftances of 
my abo<lc in thir world. I wouid look thro* all inferior 
caufes unto thee, whofe eyes^areupon all thy creatures^ 
to thee who formeli the light, and creat«ft darknefsy 
who makeft peace, and creatcft evil (q) ; to thee, Lord, . 
who at thy pleafure canlt exchange t ho one^or the other, 
can ft turn the brigheft noon into midnight^ and the 
dark<?ft midnight into noon, 

<« O thou wife and merciful governor of the wofldi 

(p) BTaLcxuu tu ip) PM4 xcwiu r« (q) Iffttvxlv. 7. 



GTisip. a 5^. An humble addrefs to Godj 2$ J 

I have often faid Thy will be >!onc : And now, thy will 
is painful to me. Bat ihall I, upon that accotint unfay 
M^hat I have fo often'fard? God, forbid ! I come rather 
to lay mvfeJf down at thy feet, And to declare my full and 
frte fubmilfion toallth? facred plcafureV OLord, thoa- 
ait juit and righteot^ in all ! 1 acknowledge, in thy vene- 
rable and awful prefence, that I have ^eferved this, and' 
ten tlioufand times nnore (r)i I acknowhedge, that it is 
of thy mercy, that lam not utterly confumed {i)p and^ 
that any the leaft degree ofcomfort yet remains. O Lord, * 
l5iiiM>ft readily qonfcfsij that the fins of one dty of my, 
life have merited all thefe chaftifemems ; a«d that every 
diy of my Jifc hath beertmore or lefi> finfuk Smite 
therefore, O thou- righteous judge! -an d-I will ftill adore 
thee, that inftead of the fcourge, thou haft not given a 
commiQlon to the fworrf, to do alt the dreadful work of 
ju(tice» and to pour out my blood in thy prefertce. 

i<« But (hall t fpeak unto thee,'only-as myjadge? O^ 
librd, thou hf^ft taught meatendereCnartier Thou con- 
defccndeft to callthyfelf rrty f^chef,and to'fpeak ofcor- 
redtionas theeiFcd of thy Wve. O welcome, welcome 
thofe afflii^ions^ which are the tokens of thy paternal af- 
fttflion, the marks of my adoption into thy- family! thou 
kiwvveit:, what difciplkie I need. Thou feed, O Lord, 
that bundle of folly, vdiich there is in the heart of thy^ 
poor froward And ihoughtlffs child 5 and knowcft, what 
rods, and what ftirokes &re needful to drive it away. I 
wjouUl therefore be in humble fu'bjcdion to the father x>f- 
fpirits, who ctialteneth me for my profit 5 would be ia 
fubjedioH to hini, andJm (t). 1 would bciirthy ftrokes, 
not merclyj bccaufe I cannot refift them, but bccaufe I- 
lQve.»nd tfuil in tho^w I would fwee^ly acquieke and- 
reiliin thy will, as well as it oop^ to it 5 and would lay 
g6od 18 the wbrd'of thecLord (u). And I dcfire, thac 
net. only:rayilip^;'bat'm-y foCil may acquic(ce. Yea, 
Lord, .1 would praifetbee, that thou wilt it.ewfo much 
r«j^ard to me, -as to apply- fuch re^nedies as i^cfe to thd 
difcafcof my mind, ,aftd a^t *thus careful id train me up < 
* Y 3 fori. 
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for glt>ry. I have no obje£lion ag^nft b«iiig; aSi^led^ 
againft being afflided in this particuJar wa^* The cup 
which my father puts into min^ hand, fhalM not drink 
it (x) ? By thine affiilance and fupport I wit). OnVf be 
plea(ed» O Lord, to (land by me, and fometinACs to graot 
me a favourable look in the midft ol my f^ifferings i 
fupport my foul} I befeech thee, by thy confolatiens 
mingled with my tribalattons ; and! {ball glory in thofe 
tribulations that are thus allayed ! it has been the experi- 
ence of many) who have reSeded on afflicted day« with 
Sleafure, and have acknowledged that their comforts 
ftvti fwallowed up their forrow.. And softer all that 
thou haft done, are thy mercies re(ltaiiledi(y)? Is thy 
hand waxed ihott' (a) r Or; canft- thou not« ftill dc^ tbe^ 
tame for me ? * 

<< If my heart be lefs* tender^ lefs fenfiUe, theu canft 
cure that difordet} and canft n»ike this affi^io^ the 
means of curing it. Thus let it be; and at len^ in 
thine own due timC) and in the way which thotk ftak 
chufe, work out deliverance for me -, and (hew me thj 
marvellous loving^ kindnefsj O thou that fav^ft by tbjr 
right hand them that put their truft in- thee (g) i for I 
well know, that hdwdark foever thi^ night of affli Aloft 
feems, if thoufsiyeft, let their beiight there (hali4)e 
light. But I would urge nothings before the time thy 
wifdom and goodnefs (hall appoint. I am much more 
concernedi that my raffli£tions may be feuAified^. than 
that they ntafbe removed. Number me^O God) aFOiong, 
the happy perfons^.whom wbilA thou cbafteneft, Thou 
teachelt out of thy law (b)! fliew' me, \ befeech thee,, 
wherefore thou contended with me Qc) ;. and- purify me 
by the firci which is fo painful to me^ while I am pafling: 
tbro^it ! doft thou not chaften thyxihilclfen for ttds very 
endy that they may be partakeits of thine holinefs (d)*! 
thou knoweft, O Godi,.it is this my foul is breathing a^ 
ter. I am^ partaker of thy bounty^ every ^ay^ and nfto<* 
merit of life : I am partaker of thygpfpelyamll hopey.in 
fome meafure toO| a partaker of the graoc' of it opers^ng: 

oxt 
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on my heart: Oh may it operate more and more, that 
I may largely partalde of "thine: boliners- too ; that I may 
come nearer and nearer in the temper of my mind to 
thee, O blefl*ed God, the fupreme model of perfeAion ! 
lot in^^ foul be (kr it were) melted,ltbo* with the intenfefll 
heat of the furnace, if I may but thereby be made fit for 
l)eing delivered into the mold of thy gofpel, and bear* 
ing thy bright and amiable image i 

" O Lofd^.. my foul longeth* for thee : it cricth out 
for the living: God (e}l in thy pretence, and under the 
fupport of thyslove, i can bear at»y thing ; and ^n wiU 
ling to bear it^ if I may grow more knrdy in thine 
cyes^andmofe meet for th^ykingdiom^ The. A9^ of 
my aAi£Hon' will have an ^nd ; the hom will at length 
come,when thoo^ will wipe aiway all my teart (f)« Tho* 
it tarry,. I would w^it for itfg). My fooHQi h^art) in 
tkomidft of ail its trials^ is ready to grow^ fend of this 
eatth,. difsKppointing and grievbus asit t9r. And gracao«f« 
ly, O God, doll thottde^l'^h mei ia breaihing thefe 
1>ond8that would tie me fafter to it. Oh let my foul 
bergirdingkfelf u^,'and (as it were) ftretchkig itff wings,/ 
laexpefbtion of that bk&dhour, when it ihaJldrop 
aUitfr fcrrrowrandancumbranceB^at! once^. and fbar a-* 
viray^to expatiatrwithnnfintte? delight in^tbe regions of 
liberty, peace, and joy^l jtmn.** 

(bj: Ffiili lifKiti,«. [fJ.Kcev. sail 4^ f«d Hab< ii. j, 
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CHAP.' XXVL / ' 

The Chriftian affifted Ip examining imo bia Growth ii» 
Grace* 



Tlii ixaminatioa imfnrtant^ f . i. Falfi tnar\t*of groivtb if 
he'^^voided. §. 2* True marks propofed : fuch^, (i.) /fi- 
* crenfingiove ic God.^, 3. (z*) BenevoJenceta enen. {. 4, 
(3.) Candour of difpofttion. 5« 5- '4») Meeknefs under tn" 
tu/uries^j. 6. (^.)Seremtj amid/f tke M'fcertatftties of /i/ir 
J, 7 . (6.) Uumiiity^ {. 8. efpecially MS exprejfed in jSvan^ 
geftcaj^exerdfes of mind towards Cbrjfi and tbe'Jpirit. 
J., 9. ( 7. ; Zeal for the dhuine homun. J. i ci (8-) Habitual 
and cbearfui^inllingnefrtoi eKchattgg mnirldsi > lubenever 
God /ball appoint. J. 11. QoncUifou. Jjta. The cirif^ 
iiati breathing after growth ihgrMCi^ "r .j • 

$• I. TF by divine grace you' bare beoi bonragain^ 
JL ^^^^ corruptible feed, but of insdnr^ptible 
(a), even by^ the word of God, wiiichJJiveth' and abid- 
etl^ for ever,, not only in the world! and th^ church,- 
but in particular fouls hi»»whu:h It is (oAiriv^ yCFU . wiii,^ 
as new born barbes defire the Cncere milk of the word, 
that you may^row thereby (b).. And tilo' ^ W'the tnoft 
advanced ftate of religion on earth, we are but infants 
in coj^iparifon ofwhat we hope to be, when in the heii- 
vcJily wqrldj we arrive unto a perfeft man, unto the 
meafiireoHhe ftatureofthe fulnefs ofChrilt(G)i yet 
as we have fome excrciic of afanftified rcalbn, wc flwll 
be folicitous that wc be growing and thriving in- 
fants. And you, my reader, if fobc that you have tail- 
ed that the Lord i&gratious(d), will, 1 doubt not, fed 
this folicitude. I would thcrciorc endeavour to aili^ 
you inn^aking the enquiry whether religion be on the 
advance in your fouls. . And here, I (hall warn you a* 

gainft 
tsf} I Pet, i. 13, . fhj I Pet. ii. 5. (c) Eph. iv. 13. [a] i Pcuii. 3. 
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ga^nftfgimf.liEd&niaffcfr^efgvowth; and tlieiit (hall eki* 
d^svour to Jay dowfl ochcrs^on^ wliiofa you may dependr 
as*marcfofid*— rlnthis vicw.I would obferve^ that yon 
are not to mcafure.your growth in grace, only or chiefi* 
lybjr your adrancefi in knowledge^ or in zeali or any 
Oliver paflionateinopreffion of the mind;. no^ not by the. 
fcTKOUT of dcTOtion alone ; but * by this habitual detrr- 
msnauonof the will for G^d> atid<by your prerailingdiA 
pofittion to obey hb commands^ to Yubmitto bis diipoialSf 
add to fub&rrehifrfohemesin the .world/ 

;^ 2^ ilt.muft be- allowed^ that knowled^ and'afi*ec«» ^ 

ti6ii in religion, are incieed defireable* Without fome.. 

degree of the former, religion cannot be rational ; and 

it<is vcryreafonable to believe, that without fome d&- 

gpee of the latter, it cannot be ikicere, in creatures 

whole nature^ are conllituted like ours. Tet there 

may? be a gfeat'deai of fpeculatire knotfipledgej and a 

gifeat deal of rapturous affedt ion,, where there is no true 

reJigion at all; ami tkerefore muchmore^ where there 

is^nn' adrancied itateiniti* The exercife of our rationi^ 

abfacultieS) upon the cvidenoet of ditine rerclation^ * 

aod upontfae declaration. of it aacofitatned in. fcrip^' 

tore, may fumifh a very wicked man witir a. weH di«i 

geRcd- body of. orthodox divinity in his head, whetiv 

.noi: one fingle do£brine of it has ever reached his heart. 

AineJoquent dcfcriptioni of the fnfferings of Cfarin-, o£ 

the folcmtiities^ of judgment, of the joys of the bHefled, 

of the miferies of the damned, might move the breaft 

evjen of a man who did not firmly believe them ; as 

we often find ourfelve^ flnongly moved by welUwcoii^ht 

narrations^ or difcourfes, which at the fame time we 

know to have their foundation in fi£lion» Natural 

constitution, or fuch accidental caufes as^ are fome of 

them too low to 'be here mentioned, may foppiy the 

eyes with a flood of tears, which may difcharge itielf 

plenteoufly upon almost any occafion that (ball first a». 

rife. And a proud impatience of contradidlion, dw 

redly oppofi^ asit is to the gentle fpiric of cbrtstia*^ 

nity, may make a man's blood boii, when he -hsarS' 

tb» Actions he has entertaiuedjand efpecially thofe which 
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he has oi^en}y and vigoroufly efpoufeit, diiputedy knit 
ofjpofed. This may poffibly lead him, in fctriis of 
ftiong indignarton« to pcmr out his ;Seal and his rage * 
before God, in a fond conceit, that, as the God <gi - 
trttthi, he is the pattern of thofc favourite doftrines, by 
Mrhofe fair apppacances perhaps he hirnrelf is mifled.— 
A^id if thefe fpeculatire refinements, or thefe aflPcftion- 
aie fallieS'Of the mind, be confiftcnt with a.t(ital abfenoer 
o( trxiejDcHgion^ they aire much morjc apparerndy conk f 
fiftent with a ver^ low elUte of in I would defirc fioflcad - 
y©a, my friend:, into fublimer notions and juder'marJca;; 
and refer you to other practical writers and above ait: 
tdthe book of Goii^ to prove bow material they are* 
I -wouki therefore intreat you, to bring your heart to 
aofwer, as in the pnefcnce cf God, to fuch enquiries 
ai thefe. - - < I 

jf. 3. Da you find «< divine love, on the whole, ad-, 
vancingin your foul?'* Do you feel yoarfelf more and 
more fenfible of the prefence of Gpd; and does that 
fenfe grow more delighttul to you, than it formerly^ 
was ? pan you^ evea when your natural fpiritaave weak. . 
au4 iow,i and you are not in any frame for the ardor» 
and ektaiies of devotion, neverthcriefs finda pleafingo-^ft, 
aicalm r^^fi^ of 'hearty in the thought' that God is near 
you^ anift^iat he fees the (ettret :fentiment5 of your foul 
wsfaile you are, as it were, labouring, up the kdi^ and 
cafting k longing eye towards him, tho' you cannot 
fay.*you enjoy any Cenfible communications from hina ? 
Is it agreeable to you to open your iieart to his in- 
fpe£^ion and regard, /to prefent it to him laid bare of 
every difguife, and> to fay with David^ fhooj Lord, 
knowcil.thy fervant (e) ? Do you .find a growing e- 
(teem and approbdtniwi of that facred law? of Qod j which 
is the tranfcript .o£ hia moral perfeftidiis i Do yc?u in- 
wardly elleem all Ijis precepts conccraing ail things to 
be right (f)?. Do you difcern^ not only the rtfeccQicy^- 
b4t jl^e . reafonablenefs, the beauty, the pleaifure of obc- . 
dicncc' f aed feel a growing > fcorn aad ;conte«vpt jof 
ibofe ;tWngs, .whi(;h may be qfi^ered as thcj price of 
t • ." ' ^ ■ \ ^'.i'-.iwnyimc; 
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your innoccnQci at)d woiiW tempt , you fo £icrifice or 
J XQ hazard yturrmtcreft in the di?iiie favour ^nd friend- 
. ibipi Uo yoi^^ndlaq ingenuous:^ dc^rc toipleafe God ; 
: not only, becjiuie,Iic is fo poweifttl and fcasfo many 
: ^ood and fo many evil things ^entirely at his command, 
but from a veneration of his moft aiiniable nattire and 
-c> araftcr; and do you find your heart habitually recon- 
ciled to a, moil humble f*4bje£i:ioi3u^oth to his comm;azid- 
, Jeg, and tohis difpofing will? I)o you perceive, that 
;] yourjown >^ill is now more reaiiyjandtiifpofcd, in evfcry 
tcireumftance, to bear the ^oke,. and to lubmi't to the 
divine determination, whatever Jie appoint to ^e born 
or forborn ? Can you in patiefice pofTcls your foul (g) ? 
Can you maintain a more ileady caimnefs and fcrcnity, 
. when Qod is ftriking at your deareft enjoyments in this 
■ world, and adling moft diiedlly contrary to your pre- 
fcnt iiitei ells, -to your natural pafl'ions and defues ? If 
youxan, it ia a moll certain/and noble (ign that gtace 
is grown up in you 10 a vety vigorous ft ate. . " • 
§.4. Examine alfo, • what affections you find in your 
* heart towards tl.ofc v ho are round about you, and to- 
wards the reft of mankind in general/ Uo you find 

your heart overflow with undiftembled and unrcftrained 
benevolence? Are you more fcnfible than you once 
- were, of thofe many endearing bonds, which unite all 
men, and eCpecially all chriftians, into one communi* 
,. ty* which make them brethren and fellow-ciiizens ? 
]Jo all the unfriendly paffioos die and wither in your 
I foul, while the kind loclal affcdlions grow and (Irength- 
- en? And tho' felf-love was never the reigning- paf- 
Con, fit)ce you became a true chriftian ; yet as fome 
remainders of it are iliil too ready to work inwardly, 
and to ftiew thepifeives, efpecia»ly as fuddcil occafions 
arife, do you perceive that you get ground of them? 
Do you thjnk of yoUrfelf only a>onc of a great num- 
ber, whofe particular intercfts and concerns are of little 
importance w hen compared with thofe of the commu-* 
«ity, and ought by all means, on all occafions, to be 
f^crificed to them I 

J. 5- 

*. /gy Liikexxi. 19. 
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^towards thoiey ^whom 4in - unfan^ified (Jirarr n^ght ^be 
ready ta imagine, irha^ foipejuft e^cufe ibr cvcepu 
ing out 4>f the> lift cf ihojfc k Idv^s* -and ^oMratds wli^m 
you. arc read^ to iieel a fecret av<>ii&€>n, or at^eaft an 
»tenacton from «bein.'-^-^»-How does your mind ^and 
'affr£Ved towards (hofe who .differ from you intlKfir te* 
ligious fentimefRts and praAkes ? I do not ^y, that 
Chilian chai4ty will rtqnite y(>u, to think- eirery -^eftor 
liarin]«r6. It «¥gue$ po w3tH 6f Joi^e to a 'foiend in 
ibme cafes, to &ar lell bis diforcleif fhould prove: 'Oiore 
fatal than • he feems to Imagine ; nay 'ibmetimesi the 
very tendcrnefs of friendfhip may jncreafe that ^ppre* 
bcnfion. But to hate perfons becaufe we rinnk they 
arc midaken, and to aggravate every dMerencc in 
judgment or pradice, into a fatal and damnable error 
that d^ftreys all obrJftian cqmmunion and 'love, is a 
fymptom generally much worfe rhati the evil it con- 
demns. Do you love the image of Chrift in a pcrfbn 
'w^ho thinks himfclf obliged in confcience to profefs and 
worfhip in a manner different from yourfelf ? Nay^ fur- 
ther, can you love and honour that whicK is truly ami- 
able and exceHent in thofe, in v^^hom nvuch is defec- 
tive J in ihofe, in 'whom there is a mixture of bigotry 
and narrownefs of fpirit, which may lead fhem perhaps 
to fligl>t, or even to cenfure you i Gan you lo^c rhemj 
as the difciples and fervants of Chriit, ^o thVo* a 
miflakenzeal may be ready to cail out your name as 
evil ih)y and to warn others agaihft you as a dangerbus 
perfon ? This is none of the Icaft triumphs of charity, 
. iior^ny defpicabic evidence of an advance in religion. 
f. 6. And, on this head, reflcft farther, < how can 
you tear injuries ?'^—— There is a certain Jiardincfft'of 
foul in this refpcQ, which argues a confirmed ftatc 
in piety and virtue. iJoes every thing of this kind %^&r» 
ry and ruffle you, fo as to put you to contrivances, hov^ 
you may rccompenfcorat least how you maydifgraceiind 
cxpofehim,whohasdoneyouthe wrong? Or cany oii (Hind 
theihock calmly, and eaiily divert yofir mirui to otl^er ob- 

jeaa 
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jefts, onlv (when you recoiled thcfe ihings,) pitying anS 
praying tor thofc, who with the word tempers and 
views are afiaulting you ? This is a Chtift^ike tempeV 
indeed 9 and he will own it as fuch ; ^ill own ydu aa 
one of his ColdietSj a^ one of his heroes 9 efpecially X 
it rifes fo far, as inllead of being overcome of evi], to 
overcome evil with good(i) Watch over your fpirit, 
and over your tongue, when injuries are offered ^ 
and fee whether you be ready to meditate upon then, t6 
aggravate them to yourfelf, to complaiti of them to o- 
thersi and to lay on all the load of blame that you in 
juftice can : Or, whether, you be ready to put the kind- 
eft conilru£lion upon the offence, to excufe itas farad 
reafon will allow, and (where after all, it will wear a 
black and odious afpefl) to- forgive it, heartily to for- 
give it, and that even before any fubmiffion is made, or 
pardon aiked ; and in token of the fincerity of that for- 
givenefs, to be contriviifg what can be done, by fome 
benefit or other towards the injurious perfon, to teach. 
him a better temper. 

$. 7. Examine farther, « with regard to the othet 
evils and calamities of life, and even with regard to its 
uncertainties, how can you bear them ?* Do you find 
your foul is in this refpeft gathering ftrength ? Hav^ 
you fewer foreboding fears and difqaieting alarms, than 
yon once had, as to what may happen in life ? Can 
you truft the wifdom and goodnefs of God, to order 
your affairs for you, with more complacency and chear^ 
fulnefs than formerly ? Do you find, you are able to unite 
your thoughts more in furveying prefent circumftances, 
that you may coll^dt immediate duty from them, tho* 
you know tiotwhat God wilknext appoint or call yoa 
to ? And when you feel the fmart of affliftion, do you 
make a lefs matter of it ? Can you transfer your heart 
more eafil'y to heavenly and divine obje^ls, without an 
anxious folicitude, whether this or that burthen be re- 
moved, fo it may but be fan£lified to promote your ^ 
communion with God and your ripenefs for glory ? 

J. 8t Examine alfo, * whether you advance in humi* 
li'ty.'This i« a fiknt^ but molt excellent grace ; and th^y 
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vrho are mod eminent in it, are dqareft to God, an4 
mod fit for the communication^ of his prefence to them. 
Do you then fieel your mind more emptied of prou4 
and haughty imaginations V not prone fo much to Joojp 
back upon pad fervices, which it has performed^ a5 for- 
ward to thofe which are yet before you, and inward up- 
on the remaining imperfeflioris of your heart ? Do yoif 
more tenderly obferve your daily flips and mifcarnageS| 
and find yourfelf difpofed to mourn oyer thofe thing8l>ej 
fore the Lord., that once pafled with you as flight ipatr 
ters ; tlio' M'hen you come to furvey them, a$ in the prcr 
fence of Goicl,you find they were not wholly involuntary, 
or free from guilt? Do you feel in Jour bread a deeper 
apprehenfion of the infinite majedy of the blefled God, 
and of the glory of his natural and mor^l perfeftions ; fo 
as, in confequence of thefe views, to perceive yourfelf (as 
it were) annihilated in his prefence, and to Qirink into 
, lefsthan nothing, and vanity (k)? If this be your tem- 
per, God will look upon you with peculiar favour, and 
will vifit you more and more with the didinguiflied 
blefllngs of his gnice. 

j. 0. But there is another great branch and eflr<a of 
chridian humility, which it would be an unpardonable 
negligence to omit. Let me therefore farther enquire: 
Are you more frequently renewing your application, 
your fincere, deady, determinate application, to the 
rightcoufncfs and blood of Chrid, as being fen (ible how 
unworthy you are to appear before God, otherwife than 
in him ? And do the remaining corruptions of your 
heart humble you before him, tho' the diforders of your 
•life are in a great meafure cured ? Are you more ear- 
ned to obtain the quickening influences of the holy 
Spirit J and have you fuch a fenfe of your own weak- 
ncfs, as to engage you to depend, in all <he duties you 
perform, upon the commumcationsof his grace to help 
your,infirmities(l) i Can you, at the clofe of your mod 
religious, exemplary, and ufcful days, blufli before God 
for the deficiencies of them, while others perhaps may 
be ready to admire and e:^tol your coiidu(n:'? And while 
you give the glory of all that has been right to him, from 
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v?hom the ftrength and grace has been derived, are you 
coming to the blood of fprinkling, to free you from the 
guilt which mingles itfelf even with the bed of your 
fervices? Dbyoulcainto receive the bounties Of pro- 
vidence,^ not only with thankfufnefji as coming from 
God, but with a miJcture of ftiame and confufion looj 
under a confcioufnefs that you do not dcferve them, 
and are continually forfeiting them ? Anddo you juf- 
tify prbVidende in your affliftions and difappointments,. 
even while many ate flourifliipg around you in the fulf 
blooiti of ptofperity, whofe offences have been mote 
vifible at leaft, and niore notorious than yours ? 

§, 1 6. Do you alfb advance in ** zeal and aiEtivity, 
-foi^ thefervice of God, ^nd the happitiefs of mankirld r* 
l3oes your love (hew itfelf fblidaiid fincerfe, by a con- 
tinual flow ()f good ^ofks from it ? Cati fo\i view the 
forfows of others witlj tiinder corhpaiEon, and With^ 
projeft$ and contrivances what you may do tb fcHeve 
them ? Do you ffeel in your bfeaft, thkt ydu are more 
frequently devifing liberal things(m), and r^ady to Wave 
ybur own advantage or pleafure that ybu may accorh- 
pJiflithem? Do y<Ju find your imagination -teeming (as 
it were) with coficeptiorift and fcheraes, for the advance- 
ment of the caufe and intereft of Chtift in the. World, 
for the propagation of his gofpel, and for tlie happinefs 
of yoUf fdlow-creatures ? And do you not onJy pray, 
. but aft for it} aft in fuch a manner, as. to fliew that 
you pray irt eatAefl, and feel a re^dinefs td do what 
little you can in this caufe, even tho' others, who might, 
if* they pleafed, very conveniently da a vaft deal more,, 
will do nothing ? 

f. II. And, not to enlarge on thi^ copious, head, re- 
fleft once more^^* how ydur afteftions Itand, with re- 
gard to this world, and another ? Are yoa more deeply 
and praftically convinced of the vanity of thefe things 
which are feen and are temporal (n)? Do you perceive 
your expeftations from them, and your^attachmentsto 
therti, to diminifii ? You are willing to Hay in this world, 
a3 long as your Father pleafes ; and it is right and well :: 

* (9x) ^fa. xxxii. 8^ (d) aCorwiv»t«^i^v^OOgle 
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Sut do you find your bonds fo loofened to it^ that yott 
are willing,' heattily willing, to leave it. at the fhorteft 
warning ; fo that if God (hould fee fit. to fummon^you 
away on a fudden, tho' it (Bould be in the midil of your 
enjoyments, purfuits, expectations, and hopes, you 
urould cordially confent to that remove ; wiihout faying^ 
• Lord, let me ftay a little while longer, to enjoy this 
or that agreeable entertaii^ment, to finifh this or that 
Ccheme ? Can you think with an habitual calmnefs and 
hearty approbation, if fuch be the divine pleafure, of 
Mraking no more when you lie down on your bed, of 
returning home no more when you go out of your 
houfe ? And jetton the other hand, how great focver 
the burthens of *life are, do you find a willingnefs to 
bear them, in fubmiflion to the will, of your heavenly 
Father, tho' it (hould be to many future years ; and 
tbo' they (hould be years of far greater affliction, thaa 
you have ever yet feen ? Can you fay calmly and (lea- 
diJy, if not with fuch overflowings of tender afiFe£liobs 
as you could defire, < Behold, thy fenrant, thy child, is 
i^ thine hand, do with me asfeemeth good in thy fight 
(o) I My will ismelted into thine, to be lifted up or laid 
down, to be carried out or brought in, to be hero or 
there, in this, or that circumftance, jufl as thou pleafeftj 
z% (hall b«ft fuit with thy great extenfive plan, which it 
is impo(Bble that I, or all the angels in heaven (hould 
mend/ v 

§. J 2. Thefe, if I under (land matters aright, are fomc 
of the mod fubdantial evidences of growth and eftab- 
lilhm^ot in religion. Search after them : Blefs God 
for them, fo far as you difcover them in yourfelf ; and 
ftudy to advance in them daily, under the influences of 
divine grace, to which I heartily recommend you, and 
to which I intreat you frequently to recommend your- 
fclf. 
^ie ChriJIian breathing eameftly after Growth in Gract. 
V. ^^^ Thoii ever bkfTed fountain of natural and fpi- 
\Jr ritual, life I 1 thank thee that I live, and know 
tbci c^ercifes and pleafures qf a. religious life> I Ud^ 

thee 
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thee^ that thou haft infufed into mc thine own vitil 
breath} tho' I was once dead in*trefpafle8 and fins (p) i 
€0 that I am become, in a fenfe peculiar to thine own- 
children, a living foul (q). But it id'my earneft de- 
fire, that I may not only live, but grow; grow in graces 
and in the knowledge of my Lord and Saviour Jefusr 
Chrift(r), upon an acquaintance with whom my pro- 
grefs in it fo evidently depends T In this view I humbly 
intreat thee, that thou wilt form my mind to right no* 
. tions in religion, that I may not judge of grace by .any 
wrong conceptions of it, nor mcafure my advances in- 
it by thofe tlungs which are merely the efFe£ts of na- 
ture, and poffibly its corrupt effects ? * ^ 

" May Lbe (eoking after, an increafe of divine love 
to thee, my God and Father in Chrifti of unreferved 
refignation to thy wife and holy ^ill, and of extenfivc 
benevolence to my, fellow-creatures! May I grow in> 
patience and fortitttde of foul, in humility and zeal, in 
fpirituality and a heavenly difpofition of mind, and 
ia aconcem, that whether prefentor abfent I may be 
accepted otchf Lord . (^), that whether I live or^die it 
may be for his glory ! In a word, as, thou knowcft I 
hunger and thirlt after righteoufnefs, make mc whatever 
thou.wouldft delight to lee me I Draw oa my foul, by 
the gentle influences of thy gracious fpirit, every trace 
and every feature,, which thine eye, O heavenly Father, 
may furvey with pleafure, and which thou: may ell ac- 
knowledge as thine own image ! 

«< I am fenfible, O Lord, I have notas yet attained ! 
Tea, my foul is utterly confounded to think, how fat; 
J am from being already perfedV-: .But this one thing, 
(rfterthe great example of thine Apoflle, and the much 
greater of his Lord) I would eiideavour- to do-, forget- 
ting the things which are behind, 1 would prefs forward' 
to thofe which are before (t), ' O that thou wouklit ' 
f^cd my foul by thy word and fpirit 1 having bceni as 
HiumbJy hope and tru^i, jegenerated by it, being born 
again, not of corruptibly feed, but of incorruptible, 

Z 3 cve:^. 

' tp) Eph. ii. u (<i; Gen. ii. 7. (r> % Pet, iii le.j, 
,[^-Cor.Y.^ • (t)4>hil.iu. u,i3. 
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even ty thv word which liveth and abideth for ever (u> 
as a new born babe I dcfire the fincere milk of tlie 
word, that I may grow thereby ^x)^ And may my pro- 
filing appear unto all men (y)» till at length I come un- 
to a perfea man, unto the meafure of the ftature of the 
fulnefs of Chrift (x) ; and after having enjoyed the plea- 
fiire of thofe tbat flourifh eminently in thy courts be- 
low,, be fixed in theparadife above I I aft and hope it 
thro' him of whofe fulnefs we have all received, evci> 
grace for grace (a) : To him be glory, both now andfbf 
ever i^)\ Amen.^^ 

[uj I Pet. iv. %%. fx J I Pet. ii. %. fy] X Tim. ly. i «. 
(2j Eph. iv. 13. £a3;^lm i, 16. (bl «. Pet, iu. xAi 

CHAR XXViR 

The advanced Chriftian^^minded of the Merciescf God;. 
and exhorted to the Exercifes of habitual Love to hiin^, 
andjpyin him. 

An holyJDj in God^ our privilege as well as our duty.^^ 
{. I . The ehriftiatt invited to the epeereife of it: {. 2« 
fj,J By the reprefentation of temporal mercies^ §, 3- 
(%.) By the cortfideration of Jpirit Hal favours^ {• A*'~^ 
('^.J B 19 the views of eternal hafipinefs. Jv 5^ Afid^ 
( ^*) Of the merdes of God to^ others, the living, andtht 
dead, J. 6. The chapters clofpsnuith an exhortation to thits 
heavenly exer^ije, J. *], and tmth an example of tie ge^ 
nuine workings of this grateful joy. in God. 

J, I. T would now fuppofc my reader to find, 00 atit 
^ e^tamination of his^ fpirit^ial ftare^ ^that he \^ 
growing in grace. Attd if you defire„that this growth 
may at once be acknowledged and promoted, let nie 
call yopr foul to that more aiieftionate cxerdfe of love 
to God and joy in him^ ^' Wch- fuits,^ and ftrenghthens. 
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and exalts thechara£ler of the advanced chriflian ; and 
which I befcech*you to regaTd, not only as your privi- 
legey but as your duty too. Love is the mod fublime 
generous principle of all true and acceptable obedience^ 
and with iove, when fo wifely and happily fixed, when 
fo certainly returned, joy, proportionable joy, muft natu- 
rally be conncdied. It may juftly grieve a man that^n- 
ters into the fpirit of chriftianity, to fee how low a 
life the generality even of finccre chrillians commonly 
Kve in this refpeft. Rejoice then in the Lord, ye 
righteous, and give thanks at the remembcrance of his 
holinefe (a), and of all thofe other perfections and glo- 
ries, which are included in that majeflic, that wonder- 
ful, that delightful name, the Lord thy God f Spend not 
your (acred moments merely in confefEon,or in petition, 
tho' each mud have their daily (hare i But give a paf t, a 
ttonfiderable part, to the celeflial and angelic work of 
praife* Tea» labour to carry about with you continually 
an heart overflowing with'fuch fentiments, warmed and 
inflamed with fuch affeAions. 

J. 2. Are there not continually rays enough diffufed 
£rom the great father of light and love,. to kindle it in our 
bofom ? Come,^^ my chriftian friend and brother,, come - 
and furvey with me the goodnefs of our heavcniy father: 
And Oh that he would give me fuch a fenfe of it, that 
T^ might repre&nt it in a fuitabie manner ;. that while I 
am mufing the fire may burn in my own heart(b}| and 
l>e communicated to yours! and Oh that it might pafs 
with the Tmes I write, from foul to foul i awakening inl 
the bread of every chridian that reads them, fentiments 
more worthy o£ the childien of God, and the heirs of 
gloryj who are tofpend an eternity in thofe facred exer- 
cifeSf.to which I am now endeavouring to excite you t 
$. 3« Have yottijiot reafon to adopt the words 01 Dz^ 
vid,andfay, * how many are thy gracious thoughts unto 
me, O Lord !• how great is the fum of theml: w:hcn I 
would count them^.thcy are more in number than th^ 
fend (c)t' Tou indeed know where-tb begin the furvey ^ 
for the favours-of God to you begun with your being,—, 
* . » ^ Comihemoratc^ 
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Camfnemorate it therefore with a grateful heart, that the ' 
eyes which faw your fubftance, being yet imperfefly be- 
held you with a friendly care^ when you were iiiadein fe- 
cret, and hare watched over you ever fince ; and that the 
hand, which drew the plan of your members, when as 
yet there w^s none, of them (b), not only fa(honed them 
at firfty but from that time has been concerned in keep- 
ing all your bones, fo that not one of them is broken (e}^ 
and that indeed, it is to this you ^ owe it, that you live.^ 
Look back upon the path you*have trod, from the daj^ 
that God brought you out of the womb, and fay, whether 
you do not, as it were, fee all the road thick fet with the 
marksand memorials of the divine goodnefs. Recolle£l 
the places where you have lived, and the perfons with 
whom you have moft intimately converfed | and call to 
mind the mercies you have received in thofe places, and' 
frotn thofe perfons, as the in&ruments of the,divine care 
and goodsefs. RecoIle£k the difficulties and dangersi^ 
with which you* have been furrounded \^ and refleA at- 
tentively on what God h^h done to defbnd you from, 
them,, or to carry you thro' them. /Thin^, how often 
there has been but a ftep between you and death ; and 
How fuddenly God hath fometimes interpofed to fet you. 
in (afety,.even before you apprehended danger. Think o£ 
thofe chambers of illnefs, in which you have Been confin- 
ed,, and frcTnil .whence perhaps you once thought yoo^ 
Ibould go forth no morej but faid (with Hezckiah) in 
the cutting off of my days I fhall go to the gates of the 

{rave, I am deprived of the rcfidue of my ycarSi(f). GoJ 
as, it may be, fihce that time, added many years to.yoU£ 
life 5 and you know not how many may. be in referve,L. 
or how much ufefulnefs and happinefs may attend each. 
Survey your circumftancesin relative life^ how many kind 
friends are furrounding you daily^and fludyinghbw^they 
may contribute to your comfort. Reflexion thofe re«* 
markablecircumftancesin providence, which occaGoned 
the knitting of fbme bonds of this kind,, which next to 
Ihofe which join your foul to God, you number among 
the happieft. And forget not, in how many inftances. 

whtiti 
* lkiPfia.«xxiux«ij.. x6- (c]p&k j(xit*.aa, LOJ^*nviiu xo^. 
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when thefe dear lires have been thre2rtened) lires perhaps 
more fenfibly dear than your own, God hath given them 
, back fron> the borders of the grave, and fo added new 
endearments ariGng from that tender circumtlance to all 
your after converfe with them. Nor forget, in how 
gracious a manner he hath fupported fome * others in 
their lad moments, and enabled them to leave behind a 
fweet odour of piety, which hath embalmed their me* 
mories, revived you when ready to faint und«r the (br- 
io ws of the firft reparation, and, on the whole made e« 
ven the recollection of their death delightful. 

§. 4* But it is more than time, that I lead on your 
thoughts to the m^ny fpiritual mercies which God hath 
bellowed upon you. Look back, as it were, to the rock 
from whence you were hewn, and to the hole of the pit 
from whence you were digged (g). Reflet ferioufly on 
the (late, wherein divine grace found you : Under how 
much guilt ; under how much pollution I. in what dan- 
ger ; in what ruin ! think ,what was, and Oh think with 
yet deeper reflcdion, what would have been the cafe I 
the eye of God, which penetrates into eternity, faw 
what your mind, amufed with the trifles of prefent time 
and fenfual gratification, was utterly ignorant and re- 
gardlefs of: It faw you on the borders of eternity, and 
pitied you \ faw, that you would in a little time have been 
tuch a helplefs, wretched 'Creature, as the finner that is 
juft now dead, and has to his infinite furprize and ever« 
lading terror met hhs uncxpetled doom, and would like 
him Itand thunder-llruck in aftoniihment and defpair. 
This God faw, and he pitied you: and being merciful to 
you, he provided in the counfels of his eternal love aikl 
grace a redeemer for you, and purchafed you to himfelf 
with the blood of his Son : A price, which if you will 
paufe upon it, and think feriouiiy what it was,mu(l fure- 
ly afF^Sl you to fuch a degree, as to make you fall down 
before God in wonderand (hame, to think that it (houl4 
ever have been given for you. To acoompUfli thcfc, 
bleiTed purpofes,he fent his grace into your heart fo that 
tko' you were once darknefs^ you are now ligh( in the 

lK)r4 
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Lord (h). He made that happy change which you now 
ftel in your foul, and by his holy fpirit which is given to 
you he (hed abroad that principle of love (i), which is 
inkindled by that review, aud now flames with greater 
ardor than before. Thus far he hath fupported you in 
your chriftian courfe ; and < having obtained help from 
him it is, that you continue^ven to this day (k)» He hath 
not only blefled you, but made you a bleflfmg (I) : And 
tho* you have not been fo ufeful, as that holy generofity 
of heart, which he has excited, would have engaged you 
to defire i yet fome good you have done in the (iation in 
which he has fixed you. Some of your brethren of man* 
kind have been relieved, perhaps tOofome tholightlefs 
creature reclaimed to virtue and happinefs,by hisbleiEng 
On your endeavours. , Some in the way to heaven are 
praifing God for you ; and fome perhaps already there^ 
are longing for your arrival, that they may thank you 
in nobler and more expref&Ve forttis for benefits, the 
importance of which they now fufficiemly underftandi 
tho' while here they could never conceive it. 

$. 5* Chriftian, look round on the numberlefs blefBngs 
cf one kind and of another, with which you are already, 
encompafled ; and advance your profpeft ftill farther, to 
what faith yet difcovers within the veil. Think of thofe 
now unknown tranfports,with which thou (halt drope« 
very burthen in the grave, and thine immortal fpiriC fhatl 
mount, light and joyful, holy and happy, to God, its ori<- 
ginal, its fupport,and itshop^, to God, the (oxXttt of be- 
ing, of holinefs, and of pleafure ; td Jefus, thro* whoiti 
^11 thefe mercies are derived to thee, and who will ap« 
point thee a throne near his own, to be for ever the fpec- 
tator and partaker of his glory. Think of the rapfurc>- 
with which thou (halt attend his triumph in the refttrrec- 
tion day, and receive this poor mouldering dorruptible 
body transformed into his glorious itnage^ and then 
think, ** Thefe hopes are not mine alone, but thehoptfs 
of thoufands and millions. Multitudes, whom I number ■ 
among the deareftof my friends upon earth, are rejoicinjf.. 
with me in thefe apprehenfions and views : And God 

^ y g»vcs 
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? rives me fpmetimes to fee the fmiles on their cheeks, the 
weet humble hope that fparkles in their eyes> and {hines 
thro* the tears of tender gratitude ; and to hear that little 
o£ their inward copnplacency and jof > which language 
can exprefs. Yea and multitudes more, who were once 
equally dear to me with thefc, tho' I have laid them in 
the grave, and wept over their duft, are living to Grod» 
living in the pofTef&on of inconceivable delights, and 
drinking large draughts of the water of life, which How^ 
in perpetual dreams at his right hand.'* 

^ 6. O Chridian, thou art ftill intimately united and 
^lied to them. Death cannot break a friendfhip thus ce- 
mented, and it ought not to render thee infenfiible of th^ 
- happinefs of thofe friends, for whofe memory thou re- 
tained fb jud an honour.' They live to God, as his fer- 
vants \ they fervc him, and fee his face (m)j and they 
make but a fmall part of that glorious afTembly. MilliJDns 
equally worthy of thine edeem and afieflion with them- 
felvesy inhabit thofe blisful regions ; And wilt thou not 
rejoice in their joy? and wilt thou not adore that ever- 
laiTing fpring of holinefs and happinefs, from whence 
each of thefe dreams is derived ? yea, I will add,^ while 
the bleffed Angels are fo kindly regarding us, while they 
are minidringto thee, O Chridian, and bearing thee in 
their arms, as an heir of Salvation (n), wilt thou not re- 
-joice in their felicity too; and wilt thou not adore that 
Qod, who gives them alJ the fuperior glory of their more 
exalted nature, and gives them a heaven, which fills 
them with b'.eflednefs, even while they feem to withdraw 
from it, tjfat they may attend on thee? 

\ 7. This, and inbnitely more than this, the blefled 
God, is, and was, and fti all ever be. The felicities of the 
bleffed fpirits that fur round his throne, and thy felicities, 
Q chridian, areimmprtal. Thefe heayealy luminiaries 
ihall glow with an undecaying flame ; and ihou (halt 
fhine and burn among them, when the fun and the dars 
are gone out. Still ihall the unchanging father of lights 
pOur forth his beams upon them; and the ludre thcyr-e- 
flcil from him, and their happinefs in him, diall be ever- 
lading, , 
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kfting (hall be ever growing. Bow down O thoa child 
of God, thou heir 0? glory, bow down and let all that 
18 within thee unite in one a£l of grateful love \ and let 
atl that is around thee, all that h before thee in the pro- 
fpeAs of an unbounded eternity, concur to elevate and 
tranfport thy foul : that thou mayeft as faft as poffible, 
begin the work and blefTednefs of heaven, in falling down 
before the God of it, in opening thine heart to hi^ gra- 
cious influences, and in breathing out before him that in* 
cenfe of praife, which thefe warm beams of his prefence 
and love have fo great a tendency to produce, and to en- 
noble with a fragrancy refembling that of his paradife 
above. 

TChe grateful foul rejoicing in the hlejftngs of providence ani 
grace f and pouring out iff eif before God in vigorous and 
affecfionate exercifeioflow^ and^xzikm 

OMy God, it is enough I I have mUfed, and the 
fire burneth (o) ! But oh, in what language (hall 
the flame break forth ! What can I fay but this, that my 
heart admires thee, and adores thee, and loves thee I my 
little vefTel is as futl as it can hold; and I would pour out 
all thatfulneis before thee, that it may grow capable of 
receiving more and more. Thou art my hope, and my 
help ; my glory, and the lifter up of my head (p). My 
h^art rejoiceth in thy Salvation (q) \ and when I fet my^' 
felf under the influences of thy good fpirit, to convcrfc 
with thee, a thoufand delightful thoughts fpring up at 
once J a thoufand fources ot pleafure are unfea|ed, and 
flow in upon my foul with luch refrcfliment and joy, 
that they feem to croud into every moment the happincfs 
of<lays, and weeks and mouths. 

I blefs thee, O God, for this foul of mine, which thou 
haft created 5 which thou haft taught to fay and I hope 
to the happieft purpofc, where is God my maker (r) I I 
blefs thee for the knowledge, with which thou haft a- . 
domed it. I blefs thee for that grace, with which, I 

truft 
r«l Pf»^« "Jtir. 3, (p) P|iJ, iu. 3, rq] pfaU xUi \s., 
{t) Job XXXV. 1 
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truft I may {not without humble wonder) fay, thou haft 
fandlified it •, the' alas, the celeftial plant is fixed in too 
barren a foil, and does not flourifh to the degree I 
could wifh. 

«* I blefs thee alfo for that body which thou haft given me, 
and which thou preferveft as yet in its ftrength and vi- 
gour ; not only capable of rejifhing the entertainments 
which thouhalt provided for its various fenfes,but (which 
I efteem far more valuable than any of them for its own 
fake) capable of afting with fome vivacity in thy fervice* 
I blefs thee for th^t eafe and freedom, with which thefe 
limbs of mine move themfelves, and obey the dkfbates of 
my fpirii, I hopeas guided by thine. I-blefs thee, that 
the keepers of the houfe do not yet tremble, nor the 
ftrong men bow themfelves ; that they that look out of 
the windows are not yet darkened, nor the daughters of 
in uGc brought low: I bfefs thee, O God of my life, 
that the filver cords are not yet loofed, nor the golden 
bowl broken (s) :* For it is thine hand that braces all my 
nerves, and thine infinite fkill that prepares thofe fpirits 
which flow in fo freely, and when exhaufted recruit fo 
foon and fo plentifully. 

*< I praife thee for that royal bounty,, with which 
thou provided for the daily fupport of mankind in gene- 
ral, and for mine in particular; for the various tabic 
which thou fpreadeft before me, and for the overflowing 
cup which thou putteft into my hands (r). I blefs thee, 
that thefe bounties of thy providence do not ferve, as it 
were, to upbraid a difabled appetite, and are not like 
mefl!esof meat fet beforcthe dead. I blefstheetoo, that 
• I eat not my morlel alone (u), But fhare it with fo ma- 
ny agreeable friends, who add the relifli of a focial life 
to that of the animal at our feafons of common repaft. 
I thank thee for fo many deat relatives at home, for fo 
• many kind friends abroad, who are capable of ferving mc 
in various inftances, and difpofed to make an obJig^mg 
ufe of that capacity. 

" Nor would I forget to acknowledge thy favour, in 
rendering me capable of ferving others, and giving mc 

A a in 
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in any inftances to know^ how much more bkfied it i» 
to give than to reccire (x). I thank thee for a heart 
vbich feels theforrows of the neceffiiotUi and a mind 
which can make it my early care and refreOimcnt to con- 
trive, accordiitg to my littlc'ability, for thdr relief : For 
< this alfo Cometh forth from thee, O Lord {y\* the 
great author of erery benevolent inclination, of every 
prudent fchcme, of every fuccefsful attempt to fpread 
l^appinefs around us, or in any inftance to ieflen di£- 
trefs. 

«« And furely, O Lord, if I thus acknowledge the 
plcafures of (ynrpathy with the affli£led, much more 
mud I biefs thee for thofe of fympathy with the happier, 
with thofe othat arc coropleuly blefled. I adore thee for 
the (Ircams that water paradife, ajid matntain it in cver- 
flourifhing, ever-growing delight. I praife thee for the 
rcll, the joy, the tranfport, thou art giving to many that 
were once dear to me on earth ; whofe forrows it was 
my labour to footh, and whofe joys, efpecially in thee, 
it was the delight of my heart to promote. I praife thee 
fqr tbe.bJeflcdncfs of every faint, and of cyery angel, that 
furrounds thy throne above; and I praife thee with ac^ 
cents of diftinguiftied pleafure, for that reviving hope 
whicn thou hall implanted in my bofom, that I fhall'ere 
long kno.w by clear ^ghr, and by cyerlafting experience, 
what that felicity of theirs is, which I now only difcover 
atadi(lancc,thro' the comparativclyobfcureglafs of faith. 
Even now, thro* thy grace do I feel my felf born fbrward 
by thy fupporting arnj to thofe regions of bleflednefs. 
Even now 1 am waiting for thy falvatfon (z), with that 
ardent defir.e on the one hand, which its fublime gteat* 
liefs cannot but infjpire into ^hc believing foul, and that 
calm reCgnation on the other, which the immutability 
pf thy promife eftablilhes, 

" And now, O my God, what^all Ifay untp thee! 
what, but that 1 love thee above all the jjowers of lan- 
guage to exprefs^ that I love thee for what thou art to 
thy creatures, who are in their various forms, every mo- 
ment deriving being, knowledge and happinefs, froni 

thecp 
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thee, m numbers and degrees, far beyond what my nar- 
row imagination can conceive. But O I adore and love 
thee, yet, far more, for what thou art in thyfelf, for thofe 
(lores of perfeftion which creation has not diminiftied, 
and which can never be exhaufted by all the cff.<Ss of it 
which thou imparted to thy creatures v that infinite per- 
feflion, which makes thee thine own happinefs, thine 
owh end; amiable, infinitely amiable and veneraUe^ 
weire aU4erived excellence and happinefs forgot. 

" O thou firil, thou greatelt, thou faireft of all 
pbjc£ls ! thou only great, thou only fair, pofTefs 

all my foul I and furely thou doft poflefs it. — ' 

While I thus feel thy fatred fpiritbreathingon my ireart, 
and, exciting thefe fervours of love to thee^ I cannot 
doubt it any more,, than I can doubt the realty of this 
animal lif^, while I exert the aftings of it, andieel its 
fcnlations.- Surely if ever Tknew the appetite of hun- 
ger, my foul hungers^aftet rightcoufneft (a), and longs 
for a greater confownity to thy blefled nature and holy 
will. If ever my palate felt thirft, my foul thrifleth for 
God, even for the living God (b), and panteth for the' 
more abundant comniunication of his favour. If ever 
this body, when wearied with labours and journies,knew 
wbatit^was to wilh for the refreftiment of my bed and 
rejoiced to reft there, my foul with/fweet acquiefcence 
reds upon thy gracious- bofom, O my heavenly father, 
and returns to its repofc in the embracesofits Gk)d, wIm) 
hath dealt fo bountifully: with it (c). And if ever I faw- 
the face of a beloved friend with complacency and joy, I 
rejoice in beholding thy face, O Lord, and in calling thee 
my father in Chrift.r Suth thou art, and fuch thou wilt 
be, for time and for eternity. What have I more to d6, 
but to commit myfelf to thee for both ? Leaving it to 
thee to chufe mine inheritance, and to order my affairs 
for me (d), whileall my bufioefs is to ferve thee, and M 
my delight to praifc thee. My foul follows hard after 
God, becaufe his right hand upholds me (e). Let it ftill 
. bear me pp, atut Ilhall prefson towards thee, till all my 
A a 2 defires-' 

(a) Mat. V. 6. ^b) Pfal. xHi. a. fcj Pfal* civi. 7. fdj PfaU- 
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de/ires be accompIiQied in the eternal cnjoynaent of 
thee ! Amen'* 



CHAP. XXVIII. 



The eftabliflied Chriftian urged to exert himfclf for 
Purpofcs of ufefulnefs. 



Aftncerelove to God-ivill exprefs iffelf^ not only: In denxtton^ 
hut in benevolence to men. J. i, 2. This is the command 
c/Godyj, 3. The true chrifiian feels* his foul wrought to 
a hoi) conformity to it i-§. 4. and therefore will de/ire tn^ 
Jlrutlinns on this head. §. 5. Accordingly dire^ions are 
given for the improvement of various talents '.Particular" 
ly^ (i.) Genius and learning. §. 6. (2.) Power. §. 7. 
(3.) Dome/lick authority. §. 8. (4.) Efieem^ %. 9. (5.) 
Riches y §. i o. Several good ways of employing themTyint' 
ed aty f. II. Prudence in expenceitrgedyjor thefupport 
tf charity y J 12, 13. Divine direBion in this refpeh to 
he fought. § 14. The chriftian breathing after more 
extenfive ujefulnefs. 

§. I. O UCH as I have defcribcd in the former chap- 
1^ ter, I truft, arc and will be the frequent exer* 
cifes of your fouls before God. Thus will your love 
and gratitude breathe itfelf forth in the divine prefence, 
and will, thro' Jefus the great mediator, come up before 
it as incenfe, and yield an acceptable favour. But then^ 
you mud remember, this will not be the only effeft of 
that love to God, which I have (uppofed fo warm in your 
heart. If it be fincere, it will not fpend itfelf in words 
alone ; but will difcover itfelf in ad^ions, and will pro- 
duce, as its genuine fruit, an unfeigned love to your fel- 
low-creatures, and an unwearied defire and labour to do 
them goo'd continually, 

J. 2. , 
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J. 2. " Has the great father of mercies," will yoa 
fayi " looked upon me with fo gracious an eye \ has he 
not only forgiven me ten thoufand offences, but enriched 
me with f uch a variety of benefits : Oh what (hall I ren- 
der to him for them all ! inflrudl me, Oh ye oracles of 
etertial truth! inftru£l me, ye elder brethren in the fa- 
mily of my heavenly father ! Inftruft me above all, OK 
thou fpiritofM^ifdoni and of love, what I may be able to 
do, to iexprefs my love to the great eternal fountain of 
love, and to approve my fidelity to him, who has already 
done fo much to engage if, and who will take fo much" 
pleafurein owning and rewarding, it !'* 

§. 3; This, O chri{lian,.is the command which we 
have heard from the beginning, and it will ever continue 
in unimpaired force, that he who loveth God, (houM 
^16ve his brother alfo (a} ; and fhould exprefs that love, 
not in word send profeflion alone, but in deed and ia 
truth (b)t ' You are io Jove youir neighbour as yourfelf ' 
to lov^e the'whole creation of God ; and, fo far as your 
influence can extend,, muft endeavour \a 'make it 
happy.' 

J. 4* " Yes,*' wlir you fay, *« and Tdo love it. I feel 
tfie golden chain of the divine love incircling tis all and 
binding us qlofe to 6ach other, joining us in one body, 
and diffufing (as it were).one foul thro' all, May happi- 
nefs, true and fublimc, perpetual and evergrowing hap- 
pinefs, reign thro' the whole world of God's rational aud 
. obedient crearurds ih heaven and on earth ! and may e- 
vcry revolted creature, that is capable of being recovered 
and rcftored, be made obedrem I yea, may the necciTary. 
punifhment of thof<?,' who afe irrecoverable, be over- 
ruled by infinite wifdom and love to the good' of the 
wholes ^ ' 

- J. 5. Thefeareriglitfentimfents J and if they arc In-. 
deed the fentiments^of your heart, O' reader,, and not an 
empty form of vain words, they will be attendcii with a 
ftrious concern <o a£l'in fubordination to ihis graac 
fchemc of divine providence, according to your abilities 
- in their utmoll extent. And to thispurpofc, they will 
A a 3. put 

(»J Johft iv. ai. (b) Jvhn 'iX^^^^^\^ , 
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fmt you on furrcying the peculiar circumftano^s of your 
ifc and being ; that you may diTcover what oppoxtuni!- 
tics of ufcfulncfs they now afford, and how thofc oppor- 
tunities and capacities may be improved* Enter there- 
fore into fuch a furvey vnot that you may pride yourfel/ 
in the di(lin£li'ons of divine providence or grace towards 
you, or having received, may glory as if you had not re- 
ceived (c) \ but that you may deal faithfully witU the 
great proprieior, whofe (IcwarcJ ypu arci and by whom 
you are intrufted with every talent, which, with refpeA 
to any claim from your fellow-creatures, you ovay c^ 
your own. And here, having gifts difering according 
to the girace which is now given unto us (d), let us bold 
the balance with an impartial hand, that fowe may de- 
termine what it is that God tequires of u&^ which is no- 
thing lefs, than doing the rood we can invent, contrive, 
sind effefl, for the general good. But, Oh how feldom is 
this eftimate faithfully made ! and how much does the 
world around us, and how much do our own fouls fuffer 
for want of that fidelity I 

{• 6. Hath God given you genius and learning ? It 
was not, that you might amufe^ or deck yourfelf with 
it, and kindle a blaze which . Ihoiild only (erve to ai- 
tradl and daz2le the eyes of ifnen. It was intended, to 
be the means of leading both ypurfelf and them to the 
father of lights. And it will be yowr duty, according 
to the peculiar turn of that genius and capacity, either 
to endeavour to iiriprove and adorn human life, or, 
by a more dire£l application of it to divine fubjedls, to 
plead the caufe oi rtligion, to defend its truths, to en- 
force and recommend its prafkice,. \^ deter men from 
courfes which would be difhpnoufable to God and fatal 
tothemfelves, and to try the ut mod efforts of all the: 
folemniry and tendcrnefs with which you can clothe 
your addrefTrs, to lead them iuto the patha of virtue 
as]d happinefs*. 

}. 7. riub ood inverted ybu with power,r whether it 
be in a larger or fmalJer fociety ? £emember,that this 
gower was given you^ that God might be honoured, and 

thofc. 
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tl^oie placed uader yo.ur goveramcnt, whether doiweftic 
cir public migh^ be ma4^ happy. Be concciriied there- 
fore, whether yaUj be iptrqfted with the rod, or the fword, 
it a^ no( be 4>om in vain (e). Are yovi a niagi(trate ? 
Xiave you 9uy (hare .in the great and trtimei»doii& charge 
.qf^n^^inglawsi? Reverence the authority of the fupreaoi 
legiflator, the gr^at guardian of focicty : PponaQte none, 
confent to none, which you do not in your own €Oi>- 
^lefi^^ dXp^t^t in prcfen^t circiMJaftafnccs, an intimation 
iff bi^ will V 49d iQ:theei^abli(haie^t of whicli you Ao 
jjot firi^lj Mi^veiyw. ftiiU b« hj« jfninifter for good(/). 
J^vc you tln^. charge of executing, la ws,| put life into 
ftliem by a vigoroik^, and ftrenuQu» execution, according 
40 the natme pf tHe particular office you beafi Re- 
itain aot a;i e^napty nan^ of authprity, Pepmit pot your- 
^If, afrit.^ere, ]to fati afleep 00 ^e tribw^U o^ ac- 
tive, be wakeful, be obfervafit of what pafleth- ^rouod 
^you. Pr^tetSlb th; >iprighjt, and the. iooroceni* Break 
in.pi^c«s the pojvercrf itbe . oppreifcr. TTaveil evwy 
.diihQQeft ;^rt.' Pi%rac^j as^ w^l aa defeat the wretch 
,that m^kes-his 4iUingRiib^d gbilitie^ thedifguife orpro- 
te^ion of the wicked n^is, which he ought rather to ea-^ 
.^eavpur to e^pqfe^^ aad tp dfiye Q^% of the world with, 
fabhcjrcnce^ ...... . 

$.8. Are yon^aced onlyiat ^ head of a printo fa- 
mily I Rule it for Godt Adiniaiftejf thecoacerns of that^ 
Httle kingdpm with the fame views» add ob the fame 
principles^, which I hav« been iacujcatingon the power- 
ful and the gr^t y if by an unexpeiUd accident any o£ 
|}ie(n ibould fu^r jthe^r eyes to glance upon the ^pafiage 
above^ You^ <$hi^dv^^ and (ervants are your natural 
. fubje£t$. Xet gcKXit order be t^iUbliAed ain>png theoi^ 
an,d keep^then^ undet a regi^iiar difcipiine. Let them 
be inftruAed ¥i tjv^ pfint^ipJes of reiigk»Q^ that they 
n)ay know how reaioiiabl;^ fueh a difcipiine isv ^d let 
them be accufton^od tA aft accordioglj!, ¥ou cannot: 
indc:^d change their hcaru, but you nj*y very much in« 
fiiieiKe^heH ^Q9^uj6,^. au4 by. tJtiat means may prefejve 
them £rom .mapy Jb^ates^ mvf do a great deal to make 

them 



2S4 ^wrf bU riches fhwli he thus iti^roved. Chap; 28w 

them good members of fociety, and mayfet-thero as 
it wercjn the way of God's Ikps (g), if peradventurtf 
pafliog by he may blefs them with the riches* of his 
grace. And fail not to do your urmoft to convince 
Ujem of their need of thofc bleffings \ labour to engage 
them to an high eftcem of them, and to an earnefb de- 
Cre after theroy as incomparably more valuable than any 
thing elfe. 

^.p. Again) has God been pleafed to.raife you to 
e(hfem among your fellow-creaturcs, which -is not aK> 
ways in proportion to a man^s rank or pofTedions in bu* 
man life ? Are your counfels heard with attention? 
Is your company fought ? Does God give you good 

•acceptance in the eyes of men, fo that they do not 
only put the faired conftrudtion on your words* but 

-0¥erlt>ok fauhs of which you are confcious -to your^ 
felf, and confider your anions and perforrtiances in 
the mod indulgent and favourable light ^ You ought 

'to regard this, not only as a- favour, of providence, ' 
and as an encouragement to you chearfully "to pur- 
fue your duty, in the feveral braiiches of it j for 
the time to come^ but alfo, as giving you much 
greater opportunities of ufefulnefs, than in^your pre* 
fent ftaiion you could otherwife have had. If your 
charaflicr has any weight in the worl^, ihfow it into 
the tight fcalc. Endeavour to keep virtue^ and good- 
nefs in countenance* Afeflionately give up. your hand 
to modeft worth, where it feems to be depreSed or over- 
looked 5 tho* fliining, when viewed in its proper light, 
with a luftrei which you may think much fuperior to 
«your own. Be an advocate for* truth \htz counfellor 
of peac^ ; be an example of candour ; and do all you 
can to reconcile the hearts of men, and efpecially of 
good mcDr to each other, however they may difler- in 
their opinions about matters which it is polGble for 

» good men to difpute. And let^ the caution and humili- 
ty of your behaviour in circumftances of fuch fuperi- 
or eminence, and amidft ib many tokens of general 
cfteem, filcntly reprove the ra&iiefs and hiughtinefs of 

thofe^, 
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thofe, who perhaps are remarkable for little elfc ; or 
who, if their abilities were indeed confiderable, mud 
be defpifed, and whofe^alents muft be in a great mea- 
fipre loil to the public, till that raftinefs and haughti- 
nefs of fpirit be fubdued. Nor fufFer yourfelf to be in- 
terrupted in this generous and worthy courfe, by the 
little attacks of envy and calumny, which you may meet 
■with in it. Be ftill attentive to the general good, and 
fteadiiy refolute in your efforts to promote it ; and leave 
it to providence, to guard or to refcue your chara6ler 
from the bafe affaults of malice and faliehood ; which 
will often, without your labour, confute themfelves, and 
heap upon the authors greater fliame, or (if they arc 
inacceflible to that,) greater infamy, than your humani- 
ty will allow you to wifti them. 

J 10. Unce more, has God bled you with riches ? Has 
he placed you in fuch cirCumftanccSjthat you have more 
than you abfolutely need for the fubfiftence of yourfelf 
and your family ? remember your approaching account. 
.Remember what an incumbrance thefe things often 
prove to men in the way of their lalvation^^ and how 
often, according to Our Lord's exprefs declaration, they 
render it as difficult to enter into the kingdom of God, 
as it is for a camel to go thro' the eye of a needle (h), 
Let it therefore be your immediate, your earneft, and 
your daily prayer, that riches may not be a fnare and 
a fhame to you, as they are to by far the greater part of 
their poffeffors. Appropriate, I befeech you, fome cer- 
tain part and proportion of your eftate and revenues to 
charitable ufes ; with a provifional increafe^as God (hall 
profper you, in any extraordinary inftarice. By this 
means you will always have a fund of charity at hand : 
And you will probably be nvore ready to communicate, 
when you look upon what is fo depofitcd, as not in any 
fenfeyour own ; but as already a^ually^iven away to 
thofe ufes 5 tho',not yet affixed to particular objeds. — 
It is not for me to fay, what that portion ought to 
be. To thofe who have large revenues, and no child- 
ren, perhaps a third or one half may be too little : To 

thofe 
(h) Matth. xix. 34. Digitized by Googlc 
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thofe whofe incomes are fmall, and their charge con* 
fiderable, the' they have fomething more then is abfo* 
lutely neceflary, it is po(Gble a tenth may be too much* 
But prayj that God would guide your mind; make a 
trial for one year, on fuch terms as in your confciencc 
you think will be mod pleafing to him \ and let your 
obfervation on that, teach you to fix your proportion 
for the next j always remembring> that he requires juf- 
tice in the.firfl place^andalms deeds only fo far as may 
confift with that. Yet at the fame time take heed of that 
treacherous, dcluGte, and in many indances de(lru<iilivc 
imagination, that juilice to your own family requires 
that you (hould leave your children very rich ; which 
has perhaps cod fome pariimonious parents the lives of 
thole darlings for whom they laid up the portion, of the 
poor ; and what fatal confequen^ces of divine difpleafure 
mav attend it to thofe that yet furvive, God only knows; 
and I heartily pray, that you or yours naay never learn^ 
ty experience. 

J. 1 1. And that your heart may be yet more opened, 
and that your charity may be direfted to the bell pur^ 
pofe*, let me briefly mention a vs^ricty of good ufes,. 
which may call for the confideration of thofe, wliom 
'God has in this refpe£l didinguiflied by an ability to do 
good. To afliil the htnts i am to offer, look round on 
the neighbourhood in which you live. Think how ma- 
ny hone&t and industrious^ perhaps too I might add re-- 
ligious people, are making very hard fhifts to struggle 
thro' life. Think what a comfort that would be to 
them, which you might, without any inconveniencej 
fpare from that abundance which God hath given you. 
Hearken alfo to any extraordinary calls of charity which 
may happen, efpecialiy thofe ot a public nature % and 
help them forward with your examplCj and your interest 
which perhaps may beof much greater importance than 

thefum whjch you contribute, confidered in itfelf. 

Have a tongue to plead for the neceiIitous» as well as 
a hand to relieve them; and endeavour to difcountc- 
nance thofe poor ihamefur cxcufes, which covetoulnefs 
often di(ttates to thofcj whofe art may indeed fet fomc 
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irarftifli on what they fuggcft, but fo flight a one that 
^hfc coarfe ground will appear thro* it. — —Sec how ma- 
nj poor children are wandring naked and ignorant a« 
bout the ftreets, and in the way to all kinds of vice 
and mifery ; atid confider what can be done, towards 
doathfng fome of them at lead, and inftrufting them 
in the principles of religion. Would every thriving fa- 
mily in a town, which is able to afFord help on fuch 
4>ccafion8, caft a pitying eye on one poor family in its 
neighbourhood, and take it under* their patronage, to 
affill in feeding, and cloathing, and teaching the child- 
retf, in fupporting it in affliflion, in defenditig it from 
v^rongs, and in advifing thofe that have the management 
of it, as ctrcunvftances may require, how great a difFc- 
fence would foon be produced in the appeara^nce of 

things amongft us? Obferve who are fick, that if 

there be no public infirtnary at hand to which you can 
introduce them, (where your contribution will yield the 
Isirgeft increafc,) you may do fomething towards rel'ev- 
ing them at home, and fupplying them with advice :^nd 
^medicines, as well as with proper diet and attendance. 
*■ * ■ Confider alfo the fpiritual neceflities of men 5 in 
providing for which, I would particularly recommend 
to you the very important and noble charity of aflift- ' 
ing young perfons of genius and piety, with what is ne- 
cefTary to fupport the expence of their education fojr 
the miniftry, in a proper courfe of grammatical or ac- 
cademical (ti^dies And grudge not fome proportion 
, of what God hath given you, to thofe> who refigning 
all temporal views to minifter to you the gofpcl of Chrift, 
havefurclyan equitable claim to be fupported by you, 
in a capatity of rendering you thofe fervices, however 
laborious, to which, for your fakes, and that of our com- 
mon Lord, they have devoted their lives. Antl \a hilc 
you are fo abundantly jatisfied with the goodnefs of 
God's houfe, even of his holy temple (1^, iiavc om- 
paffion on thofe who dwell in adefert land ; and rejoice 
to do fomething towards* fending among the diltani na- 
ti0XU> of the hjeatben world,* that glorious gofpel which 

hath 
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hath fo long continued unknown to multitudes, tho' 
the knowledge of it, with becoming regard, be life e- 
verlafting. — fhefe are a few important charities, which 
I would point out to thofe, whom providence has en- 
riched with its peculiar bounties ; and it renders Gold 
more precious, than it could appear in any other light, 
that it is capable of being employed for fuch purpofes. 
But if you fhould not have gold to fpare for them, con- 
tribute your filver : Or as a farthings or a mite; is not 
overlooked by God, when it is given from a truly ge- 
nerous and charitable heart (k), let that be chearfully 
dropped into the trcafury, where richer offerings can- 
not be afforded. 

j. 12. And, that amidft fo many preffing demands 
for charity, you may be better furnifhed to anfwer them, 
ferioufly refleft on your manner of living. I fay not 
that God requires, you fhould become one of the manj 
poor, relieved out of your income. The fupport of fo- 
ciety as at prefent eftahliihed, will not oitty permit, but 
require, that fome perfons fhould allow themfelves in 
the ekgancies and delights of life ; by furnifhing which, 
multitudes of poor families are nvuch more creditably 
and comfortably fubfifted, with greater advantage to 
themfelves and fafety to the public, than they could be, 
if the price of their labours, or of the commodities in 
which they deal, were to be given them as an alms : 
Nor can I imagine it grateful to God, that, his gifts 
"fhould be refufed, as if they were meant for fnares and 
curfes, rather than benefits. This were to fruflrate the 
benevolent purpofes of the gracious father of mankindi 
and if carried to its rigour would be a fort of confpi- 
racy againft the whde fy ftem of nature. Let the boun- 
ties of providence be ufed ; let us carefully fee to 
it that it be in a moderate and prudent manner, left, 
by your own folly, that which fhould have been for 
your welfare, become a trap (I). Let confciencc fay, 
my dear reader, with regard to yourfelfj what propor- 
tion of the good things you poffefs, your heavenly fa- 
ther intends for yourfelf,. and what for your brethren; 

and 
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and live not, as if you had no brethren^ as if pleafing 
youffdf in all the magnificence and luxury you can de* 
vife, were the end for which you were fent into the 
world. I fear this is the cxcefs of the prefent age, 
and not an excefs of rigour and mortification. Examine 
therefore your expenccs, and compare them with your 
income. That may be fhamefully extravagant in you, 
which may not only be pardonable, but commendable 
in another of fuperior eftate. Nor can you be fure, that 
you do not exceed, merely becaufe you do not plunge 
yourfelf in debtj nor render yourfelf incapable of laying 
up any thing for your family. If you be di fabled from 
^oing any thing to the poor, or any thing proportionable 
to your rank in life, by that genteel and elegant way^ 
of living which you afFeft, God muft difapprove of fuch 
a conduct ; and you ought, as you will anfwer it to him^ 
to retrench it. And tho* the divine indulgence will un- 
doubtedly be exercifed to thofe in whom there is a fin- 
cere principle of faith in Chrill, and undilTembled love 
to God and man, tho' it aft not to that height of be- 
neficence and ufefulncfs which niight have been attain- 
ted J yet be aflured of this, that he who rendereth to evc'- 
ry one according to his works, will have a drift regard 
to the degrees of goodnefs in the diflribution of final re- 
wards : 80 that every neglcfted opportunity draws after 
it an irreparable lofs, which will go into eternity along 
with you. And let me add too, that every inilance of 
negligence indulge4 renders the mind more and more 
indolent and weak, and confequently more indifpofed 
to recover the ground which has been loli, or even to 
maintain that which has hitherto been kept. 

§- 13. Complain not, that thisiiimpofing hard things 
upon you- I am only direfting your pleafures into a 
nobler channel 5 and indeed that frugality, which is rhe 
fource of fuch a generofity, far from being at all inju- 
rious to your reputation, will rather, amongft wife and 
good men, greatly promote it. But you have far nobler 
motives before you, than thofe which arife from their 
- regards.. 1 fpeak to you, as to a child of God, and a 
member of Chrift; as joined therefore by the moll in- 
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timate union to all the pooreft of thofe that believe in 
him. I fpeak to you, as to an heir of eternal glory, who 
ought therefore to have fcntinientsereatand iublime in 
fome proportion tothatexpedled inheritance: 

6. 1 14. Cad about therefore in your thoughts^ what 
good is to be done, and what you can do, eithe? 
in your own perfon, or by your intereft with others ; 
and go about it with refolution, as in the name and pre* 
fence of the Lord* And as the Lord giveth wifdom^-and 
out of his mduth cometh knowledge and underftanding 
(m), go to the footftooi of his throne, and there feek 
that guidance and that grace, which may fuit your pre* 
fcnt circumflances, and may becffcauaLto produce the 
fruits of holinefs and ufefulnefs, to his n>ore abundant 
glory, and to the honour of your chriilian profeflion* 

The ejlahltjhed Chriilian hreathitig after more epotenjivt 
IJfefulneftm 

** /^^ Bountiful Father, and fovcreign author of all 
\^ goo^i whether natural or fpiritual ! I bliefs thee 
for the various talents, with which thou halt enriched 
fo undefervihg a creature, as I mult acknowledge my*- 
felf to be. My foul is in the deepeft confufion before 
thee, when I confidcr to how little purpofe I have hi- 
therto improved them. Alas ! what have I- done, in 
proportion to what thou miglttett reafonably have ex- 
petted, with the gifts of nature which thou hail be- 
ilowed upon me, with my capacities of life, with my 
time, with my poflelGons, with my influence over others! 
Alas ! thro' my own negligence and folly, I look back 
on a barren wildernefs, where I might have feen a fruit- 
ful field, and a ipringin^ harveil ! juitly do I indeed 
deferve to be ilripped of all, to be brought to an im- 
mediate account for all, to be condemned as in many 
refpe£ls unfaithful to thee, and to the world, and to 
jny own foul j and, in con fequence of that Condemna- 
tion to be cad into the prifon of eternal darkncfs I 
But thou, Lord haft freely Wgiven the dreadful debt 
of .ten thouiand talents. Adored be thy name for it 1 

^) Prov. ii. 6 . °^ *'^^^ ^y Google ° * 
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accept, O Lord, accept that renewed furrender, which 
I would now make of myfelf, and of ail I have unto 
thy fervice ! I^cknowledge that it is. of thine own that 
I give thee (n), make me, I befeech thee, a faithful 
fteward for my great Lord ; and may I think of 
no feparate intereit of my own^ in oppofition to 
thine ! 

<« r adore thee, O thou God of all grace, if wliile I 
am thus fpeaking to thee, I feel the love of thy crea- 
tures arifing in my foul 5 if I feel my heart opening to 
embrace my brethren of mankind ! Oh make me thy 
faithful almoner, in diftributing to them all that thou 
haft lodgedin mine hand ^for their relief! and in de- 
termining.whatismy own fliare, may I hold the ba- 
lance with an equal hand, and judge impartially be- 
tween myfelf and them ! the proportion tfiou allowed 
knay I thankfully take for myfelf, and thofe who are itM> 
mediately mine! The reft^, may I diftribqte withwif- 
dom, and fidelity, and chearfulnefs ! Guide mine hand^ 

ever merciful Father, while thou do(i me the ho- 
nour to make me thine inftrument in dealing out a few 
of thy bounties J that I may beftow them where they 
are moft needed, and where they will anfwer the beft 
end ! and if it be thy gracibus will, do thou n^uhiply 
the feed fown (0) ; profpcr me in my worldly affairs, 
that I may have more to. impart to ihem that need it; 
and thus lead me on to the legion of everlafling plenty, 
and ever lafting benevolence I There may Imeet with ma- 
ny, to whom I have been an afFeftionate benefaftor on 
earth •, and, if it be thy bleffed will, with many,' whom 

1 have alfobeen the means of conducting into the path 
to that blifsful abode!' there m^y they entertain me in 
their habitations of glory ! and in time and eternity, do 
thou. Lord, accept the praife of ail, thro* Jefus Chrift ; 
at whofe feet I wiJtild bow 5 .and at whofe feet after the 
moft ufeful courfe, I would at laft die, with as much 
humility, as if I were then exerting the lirft a£l of fctith 
upon him, and had never had any opportunity, by one 

fi b 2 tribute^ 

(n) ^ Qbron» ixix. 14^ fa] .Cor. ix, io« 
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uibute of obedience and gratitude in the fervices of 
life, to approve its fmccrity !" _ 



CHAP. XXIX. 



The Chriflian rejoicing in the Views of Death and 
Judgment, 



Death andjuclgment are near : But the chri/ltan has reajbn 
to ivelcGtne both : §.• i. Tet nature recoils from the folem^ 
mtyofthem. J. 2. An attempt to reconcile the mind^ fh) 

wf ^othe profpeB of death. §. 3. from the conftderation^ (1.) 
Of the matiy evils- that furround us in this mortal life^ 
\. 4 (ly) Of the remainder of ftn nvhich ivefeelnvitbin 
us, 5. 5. And, (2') Of the happinefs which is imynedi" 
otcly to fucceed death }. ^> 7. All which might mah the 
chrijlian willing to die, in the mofl agreeable circumftancei 
of human life. §. 8 (l\^) "The chrJ/liati hasreafonto re^ 
joice in the profpecl of judgment : . §. 9. Since however 
awful it fe^ Chrifl will then come, to vindicate his ho» 
nour] to difplay his glory ^ and to triumph over his enemies 
J. I c. As alfo to compleat the happinefs of every believer^ 
\, II. and oj the whole church. §. 1 2, 1 3. ^he medita* 
, iion of a chridiaii, whofe heart is warm with tbefeprof^ 
pcBs. 

J. !• TXTHEN the vifions of the Lord were clof- 
▼ V '"S "po" John, the beloved difciple, in 
the iilana of Patmos, it is obfervable, that he who gave 
him that revelation, even Jcfas the faithful and true 
witnefs,. concludes with thofe lively and important 
words : He who teiliiicth thefe things faith, furely I 
come quickly : And John anfuers with the greateft 
jT^adinefs and plcafure, amen, even fo come, Lord Je- 
us {a}i come, as thou halt faid, furely, and quickly } 

and 
fa) ReT. xik a* 
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find remember, O chriftian, whoever yoa arc that are 
now reading the fe .wordsj* yiur divine .Lord fpeaksln 
the fame language to you: Behold, I coaie quipyy.. — 
Yesi very quickly wiH he come by deatn, to furn'the 
key, to open the door of the ^rave for thirie admittance 
thither, and- to lead thee thro' it into the now unknowa 
regions of the invifible world: Nor is it lortg before 
theji^dge who ftandethat the Joor (b), will appear alfo 
to the unlverfalludgmbnt : And tho^ perhaps not only 
fcores, but hundreds of; years may lie between that pe* 
riod and the prefent mdmentf, y^t ii'i§ biit ^ verv fmall 
point of time to hlmi \vho views ait once all the un- 
, meafurable ages of a pall and future eternity. A thou- 
fand years are with him but as one day, and one day 
as a thoufand years-(cj. In both thefc fen fes then does 
Be come quickly : And I Iruft, you (ian anfwer, with a 
glad Amen^ that the warning is not terrible', nor linplea- 
fanttoyour ears, but ruther, that his coming, his cer- 
tain, his fpeedy coming, is the obje£l of your delight-- 
ful hope, and x)f your longing expeifbation.- ^ 

{. 2. I am fure it is re ifona^ie, it fhbuU befo: And 
yet perhaps nature, fond of life and unwilling to part 
with a long, known abode, ^ to enter on a RUt^ to Whiclv 
n isentirely a Granger, may recoil from the thoughts 
of dyrng; or ftruck wifh'fhe awfuTpomp of an ex- 
piring and^dilfdlving world,* may look*;on thejudgmenc^ 
day with fonre mixture of terror*' And therefore my" 
dear brother in the L^rd, (forasfuchf-caii now elleem 
you,) I would reafon With you a little on tliii head,' 
and would intreat you to' look moi'e atteirJv^ly oh thi^ 
fdemh objQfl*, Which' will,/! truff, grow I^Ts^JiTa^ee' 
able to you, as jt* is'more familiarly. vie we'd.* Nay, I' 
Kope,^ that intle'ad'tit ftiirtlng buck jfmiiitVjydu wiU ri-^ 
ther fpring forward towardsit vvithjby arid delight. 
• $.' 3. TaiukjOchriltian, wherfvJhrilt cotncs to call 

yt3u away by death, he comes, -10 fet you at ll'4crty. 

irom your prefent furrows, — ^ — -to d<;liver you^ Uoixv 

ypar llruggles with remaining corruption, --xl\^ to 

receive you t*o ' dvvelf wi'th 'hutii'eff -in co-npieut o ju- 

f [1?1 James V. 9. (c) a Pwt.ill.e^ Google 
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nefs and joy. Too (hall be abfent from the body, and 
be prefent with the Lord (d)* 

J* 4. He will indeed call you away from this world. 
But oh, what is this world, that you (hould be fond 
of it, and cling to it with fo much eagernefs ? How long 
are all thefe epjoyments that are .peculiar to it 1 amd 
bow many its vexations, its fnares and its forrowsf 
Keview your pilgrimage thus far ; and tho^ you mult 
acknowledge, that goodnefs and mercy have attended 
you all the days of your life (e), yet, has not that very 
mercy itfelf planted fome thorns in your paths, and 
given you fome wife and neccflary, yet painful inti- 
mations, that this is not your reft (f) ? Review the 
monuments of your withered joys, of yourblafted hopes; 
if there be yet gny monuments of them remaining, 
more than a mournful remembrance they have left be- 
hind in your affii6led heart* Look upon the graves, 
that have fwallowed up many of your deareft and moft 
amiable friends, perhaps in the very bloom of life, and 
in the gVeateft intimacy of your converfe with them 1 
and reflefl> that if you hold it out a few years more, 
death will renc^w its conquefts at your expence, and 
devour the moft precious of thofe that yet furvive.— • 
View the living, as well ^s the dead \ behold the ftate 
of human nature, under the many grievous marks of 
its apoftacy from God ; and fay, whether a wife and 
good man would wsCh to continue always here. Me- 
thinks were I myfelf fecure from being reached by anf 
ciihc arrows that flv around me, I could not but mourn 
to fee the wpiinds tbat^re given by them,^nd to hear 
the groans pf thofe that are continui^ly falling under 
^lem. The difeafes and calamities of mankind are fo 
many, and which is moft grievoits of all, the diftempers^ 
of their mind are fo various^ and fo threatning, that the 
world appears almoft Itke an hbfpkal . And a man^ 
whofe heart is tender,, is reaiiy to feel his fpirits broken,, 
as he walks thro* it, and furveys the fad fcene ( efpe« 
cfaJIy when be fees,^how little he can do for the recoverf 
of thofe whom he pities. Are you a chriftian, and^ 

docs 
<d) sr Cor, T. 8. (e; I^ mtMu 6, 
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-docs it not pierce your heart, to fee howr human na- 
ture is funky in vice, and in (hame ? To fee with what 
amazing infoTence, fome are making themfclves openly 
▼ilc, and how the name of Chrift is diflionoured by 
inany too that call them felves his people? to fee the 
unlawful deeds and filthy pra£lices of them that live 
ungodly, and to behold, at the fame time, theinfirmi* 
ties at leafl:, and irregularities of thofe, concerning 
whom we have better hopes ? And do you not wifh 
to efcape from fuch a world, where a righteous and 
compaffionate foul muft be vexed from day to day by fo 
many fpeflacies of fin-and mifery (g) ? 

§.5. Yea, to come nearer home, do you not feel 
fomething within you^ which you long to quit and 
would imbitter paradife itfelf i Something, which, were 
it to continue, would grieve and diftrefs you evenia 
the fociety of the bleffed ? Do you not feel a remain- 
der of indwelling fin \ and the fad confequence of the ori« 
ginal revolt of our nature from God ? Are you not 
ftruggling every day with fome refidue of corruption, 
or at leail mourning on account of the weaknefs of 
your graces i Do you not often find your fpiritd dull 
and languid, when you would defire to raife them to 
the grcateft fervour in th^ fcrvice of God ? Do you 
not find your hearts too often infcnfible of the richeft 
inftances of his love, and your hands feeble in his fer« 
vice, even when to will is prefent with you (h) ? Does 
not your life, in its bed days and hours/ appear a low 
unprofitable thing, when compared with v^hat you are 
(enfible it ought to be, and with what you wifh that it 
were ? Arc you not frequently, as it were, < ftretching 
the pinions of the mind, and faying. Oh that I had 
wings like a dove that 'I might fly away and be at reft 

$. 6. Should you not then rejoice in the thought, that 
Jefus comes to deliver you from thefc complaints ? 
That he^ comes to anfwcr your wiflies, and to fulfill 
the largeft defircB of your hearts i thofe defires, that 
hi hinuelf has infpired ? That he comes to open upon 

you 
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you a world of purity and joy, of aflive, qxalted, ancf 
, unwearied ferviccii ? 

{. 7. O chriftian, how often have you caft a. longing 
eye towards thofe happy (hores, and wifhed to pafs the 
fea, the boiflerous, unpleafant, dangerous Tea, that fepa- 
rates you from them ? When your Lord has condefcend- 
ed to make you a Qiort vifit in his ordinances on earthy 
how have you bled the time^ and the place, and pro- 
nounced it amidft any other difadvantage of fituation, to 
be the very gate, of heaven (k) ? And is it fo deh'ghtful to 
behold this gate, and will it not be nuich more to enter 
into it ? Is it fo delightful to receive the yifits of Jefus 
for an hour, and will it not be infinitely more fo to 
dwell with him for ever ? Lord, may you well fay, 
^ when I dwell with thee, I (hall dwell in holinefs, for 
thou thyfelf art holiiiefs •„ I fhall dwell in love, for thou 
thyfelf art love; I fhall dwell in joy, for thou art the 
fountain of joy as * thou art in the father, and the father 
in thee (I).* Bid welcome to his approach therefore, to- 
take you at your word, and to fulfil to you that faying of 
his, on which your foul has fo often refted with heavenly 
peace and pleaftire •, < father I will that they whom thou-- 
hast given me, be with me where I am^ that they may 
behold my glory which thou haft given me(m)»f* 

§. 8, Surely you may fay in this view, "the fooncr 
Chrift comes, the better/* What tho' the rcfidue of 
your days be cut offin the raidft \ What tj|o' you leave 
many expefted pleafures in life untaftedi and many 
fchemes unaccompliihcdPIs it not enough, that what is 
taken from a mortal life fliall be adxled to a glorigus eter- 
nity ; and that you (hall fpend thofe days and years in 
the prefcnce and fervice of Chrill in heaven, which you 
might otherwifehave fpent with him and for him in the 
impcrfedl enjoyments and labours of earth ? 

§. 9. But your profpedts reach, not only beyond 
deathi but beyond the feparate ftatCi ' For with regard 
to his final appearance to judgment x)ur Lord fays, furely 
I come quickly, in the fenfc iilullrated before : And fo' 
it will appear to us, if we compare this interval of time* 

' - r ... with 
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with the blifsful eternity which is to fucceed it ; And 
probably, if we compare it with thofe ages which ha^vc 
already pafTed, iince the fun began to meafure out to 
earth its days and its years. And will you not here 
alfo fing your part in the joyful anthenrii Amen ; even fo 
come. Lord Jefus ! 

§• ID. It is true chriftian, it is an awful day : A day ; 
in 'which nature (hall be thrown into a confuGon as yet 

unknown. No earthquake, no eruption of burning 

mountains, no defolation of cities by devpuring flames^ 
or of countries by overflowing rivers or feas, can give 
any just emblem of that dreadful day 5 when the heavens 
being on fire (hall be difTolved, as well as the earth and 
all that is therein, (hall be burnt up(n) ; when all nature 
fhall fly away in amazement before the face of the uni- 
verfal judge (o), and there ihall be a great cry, far beyond 
what was known in the land of Egypt, when there was 
not a houfe in which there was not one dead (p). Your 
flefh may be ready to tremble at the view •, yet your fpi* 
rit muft furely rejoice in God your fav]our(q). You 
may juftly fay, " let»^his illuftriousday come, even with 
all its horrors !'* Yea, like the chriflians defcribedby the 
Apoftle(r), you maybe looking for, .iui hailing to that 
day of terrible brightnefs and univcifal doom. For your 
Lord will then come to vindicate the juftice of tiiofc pro- 
ceedings, which have been in many inllanci^a fo mack 
obfcured, andbecaufe they have been obft;urc*d,have jeeii 
alfo blafphemed. He will come, to difpUy his magni- 
ficence, defcending from heaven with a ihout, with the 
voice of the archangel and with the trump of God (s), 
taking his (eat upon a throne infinitely exceeding that of 
earthly, or even of celeftial princes, clothed with his fa- 
ther's glory and his own (t), furfounded with a number- 
lefs hoft of fhining attendants when coming to be glori- 
fied in his faints, and admired in all them that believe 
(u). His enemies (hall alfo be produced to grace his 
triumph : The ferpent ihall be feen there rolling in the 

dust, 

(nj 1 Pet. iii. 10, ir. foj Rev. xx. 11. (p) Exo.xH. yx (^ Luke. 
i* 47. ^r; a Pet. iii. 12. (%j 1 Thef. iv, 16. (t) Luke ix. z6* 
fii]aThef.i. XQ. 
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dud, and trodden under foot bf him and bv^llhis fers^ 
irants : Thofe^ who once condemned him, mall tremble 
at his pref/nce ; and thofe who bowed the knee before 
him in profane mockery, (hall in wild defpaircall to the 
mountains to fall upon them and to the rocks to hide 
them from the face of that lamb of God (x)^ whom they 
once led away to the mod inhuman flaughten 

$.11. O ehriftian, does not your loyal heart bound at 
the thought ? And are you not ready, even while you 
read the^ lines, to begin the yi^lorious ihoiit in which 
you are then to join ? He juftly expeSs, that your 
thought (hould be greatly elevated andimprefled with the 
Views of his triumph : But at the fame time he permita 
you to remember your own perfonal (hare in the joy and 
glory of that blefled day : And even now he has the 
view before him of what his power and love (hall then 
accompliih for your falvation. And what (hall it not 
acc6mpli(h ? He (hall come, to break the bars, of the 
graire, and to re-animate your (leeping clay. Your bodies 
mud indeed be laid in the dud, and b^ lodged there a&a 
tedimony of God's difpleafure againd fin ? Again d the 
fird fin that was ever committed, from the fad con(e« 
quencesof which the deared of his chiKiren cannot be 
exempted. But you (hall then have an ear to hear the 
voice of thefon of God, and an eye to behold the ludre 
of his appearance : And (hall (hine fo"tth like the fun (y) 
arifing in the clear heaven, which is as a briHegroom 
coming out of his chamber (z). Your foul diall be new 
drefled, to grace this folemnity ; and be cloathed not 
with thetags of mortality, but with the robes of glory ; 
for he (hall change this vile body, to fa^ion it like his 
own glorious blody (a). And when you ajre thus royally 
arrayed, he Ihall confer public honours on you, and on 
aU his people before the a(rembled worlds Tou may 
now perhaps be loaded with infamy, called by reproach- 
ful i\ame8, and charged with crimes, or with views which 
your very foul abhors ; but he will then bring forth your 
righteoufnefs as the light (b), and your falvation as a 

kimp. 
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lamp that burneth (c). Tho' you have been diihbnour- 
ed by men, you (hall be acknowledged by God } and 
tho' treated as the filth, of the world, and the off-fcour- 
ing of all things (d), he will (hew that he regards you, as 
his treafure, in the day that he makes up his jewels (e)* 
When he (hall put away all the wicked of the earth like 
drofs (f), you (hall be pronounced righteous in that full 
aiTembly ; and though indeed you have broken the di- 
vine law, and might in (IriA juftice have been condem- 
ned, yet being clothed with the righteoufnefs of the 
great, redeemer, even that righteoufnefs which is of God 
by faith (g), juflice itfelf (hall acquit you, and join with 
mercy in bellowing upon you a crown of life (h), Chrift 
^ill confefs you before men and angels (i), will pro- 
nounce you gdod and faithful fervants, and call you to 
enter into the joy of your Lord (k) : He will fpeak of 
vou with endearment as his brethren, and will acknow-i 
ledge the kindnefses which have been fhown to you, as 
if he had received them in his own perfon (1). Yea, then 
ihall you, O Chriilian, who may perhaps have fat in 
fome of the lowed places of our aifemblies, tho' (it may 
be) nt)ne of the rich and great of the earth would conde- 
fcend to look upon or fpeak to you, be called to be afTef- 
fors with Chrift on his judgment-feat, and t6 join with 
him in the fentence he ihall pafs on wicked men and re- 
bellious angels* 

{•12. Nor is it merely one day of glory and of tri- 
umph, but when the Judge arifes and afcends to his fa- 
ther's court, all the ble^d fhall afcend with him, and 
you amongilthereft: Tou (hall afcend together with your 
fkviour, to his father and your father, to his God and 
your God (m). You fhall go, to make your appearance , 
in the new Jerufalem, in thofe new (hining forms that 
you have received, which will no doubt be attended with 
a correfpondent improvement of mind % and take up 
your perpetual abode in that fulnefs of joy, with which 
you Ihall be filled and fatisfied ill the prefence of God ^ 

(n) 

(c) Ifd. xii. I (d) 1 Cor. IV. 13% (c) Mai. Hi. 17. (fj PfaU cjix. 
'I9. fgj PWl. iH.' 9. (h; % Tim. iv. 8, (ij JLukc xii. 8.. (i) 
Mac xzY. ai.0; Ma^ xxv. 40. (m) John xx. 17. (tij PlaL xyi xi. 
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(n), upon the confummation of that bapplnefs^ which 
the faints in the intermediate ftate have been wifliing 
and i^aiting forli You fliall go, from the ruins of a diflblv- 
• ing world, to the new heavens and the new earth, where- 
in righteoufnefs for ever dwells (o). There all the number 
of God's Eleft fliall be accomplifhcd, and the happinefs 
of each fliall be compleated. The whole fociety fliall be 
prefcntcd before God, as the bride, the Lamb'a wife (p), 
whom the eye of its celeitial bridegroom fliall furvey with 
linutterable delight, and confefs to be without fpot or 
wrinkle or any fuch thing (q): Its charafter and ftate 
being juft what he originally dcfigned it to be, when he 
firlt engaged to give himfelf for it, to redeem it to God 
hy his blood (r). So fliall you ever be with each other, 
and with the Lord ^s) ; and immortal ages fiiali roll a- 
wayand find you Itill unchanged; your happinefs al- 
ways the fame, and your relifli for it the fame j or ra- 
ther evergrowing, as your fouls are approaching nearer 
and nearer to him, who is the iburce of happinefs, and 
the center of infinite perfedtion. 

^. 13 And now, look round about upon earth, and 
fingle out, if you can, the enjoyments or the hopes, for 
the fake of which you would fay. Lord, delay thy com- 
ing J or for the fake of which you any more Ihould hefi- 
tat e to cxprefs your longing for it, and to cry, even fo 
Come, Lord Jefus, come quickly ! 

The Meditation and Vxiytrofa Chriftian, nvhofe heart h 
nudrmed luilb thefe projpeBs 

<' f^ BlefTed Lqrd 1 my (bul is enkindled in thcfc 
\J views, and rifestothee in the flame (u). Thou 
halt icllified, thou coined quickly : And I repeat my 
joyful aiTent, Ameny even fo come Lcrii Jefqs^x/. Come, 
for I long to have done with this low lUe^ to have done 
with its burthens, its forrowi>, and its Inares ! come, for 
I long to afcend into thy piclence and to fee the court 
diou art holding above 1 
; . " Bleflcd 

(a) a Pet. im 13. (p ; Rev. xxi. 9. . (q) Eph. v. 17. (rj Rev. v. o. 
, [sj 1 1 hcf. iv 17. (uj Judg. xiii. ao. [x Rev. xxU. »o, 
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♦ «• Bleflcd Jefus, death is transformed, when I view it 
in this light. The King of terrors is feen no moie as ' 
fuchj fo-near'the King of glory and of grace. I hear 
with pleafure the found of thy feet, approaching ftill 
iieater and n^iarer : Draw afidc the vejl,^ whenever th<?u 
pleafeft ! open the bars of my prifon, that my eager foul 
may fprine forth to thee, aird caft itfelf at thy feet; at 
the feet of that Jcfus, Whom having not feen, I love; and 
in whom, tho- now I fee thee not, yet believing, I re, 
joicc with ]oy utifpeakabie and full of glory (yj ! thou. 
Lord, ftialt (hew me the path of Hfe: Thine hand /hall . 
guide me to thy bKsful abode^ where there is fulnefs r.f 

'joy, arid rivers of everlafting pleafure (2). Thou fhalt 
affign me an habitation with thy faithful fervants, whofe 
fcparate fpiriti are npw-living with thee, while their bo- 
dies fleep in the duft. Many of them have been my 
companions, in thy laborious work, and in the patience 
and tribulation of thy kingdom (a); my dear compani- 

- ons, and my brethren, Oh (hew me, bleffed faviour, how 
glorious and how happy thou haft made them ! (hew me, 
to whs|t new forms of better life thou haft condu<Sled 
them, whom we call the dead I hi what nobler and more 
exteniive fervices thou haft employed them I that I may 
praife thee better than I now can, for thy goodncfs to 
them I and Oh give me to (hare with them in their blef- 
fings and their fervices, and to raife a fong of grateful 
love, like that which they are breathing forth before 
thee ! 

" Yet, O my bleffed redeemer, even there will my 
foul be afpiring to a yet nobler and more glorious hope; 
and frotn this as yet unknown fplendor and felicity, fhall 
I be drawing new arguments to look and long for the 
day of thy final appearance. There fhaU I long more ar- 
dently then I now do, to fee thy conduit vindicated, and 
thy triumph difplayed; to fee the duft of thy fervants 
re-animated, and death, the laft of their enemies and of 
thine, fwallowed up in vidlory (b). I (hall long for that 
fupcrior honour that thou intendeft me, and that corn- 
pleat blifs to which the whole body of thy people fhall be 
O c - conducted 

(y) I Pet. i. 8. [zj Pfal. xvl, II, (a) Rev. i. 9. [bjCor. xv. 26 ^4. 
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conduced. ComCi X>ord Jefus come quickljr, M^ill min- 
gle itfclf witKthe fongsof paradife, and fpund from the 
tongues of all the mililons of thy faints, w^om. thy gc^^e 
has transplanted thither. 

*« In the mean time, O my divine matter, acc^l^the 
homage which a grateful Kearti^ow pays thee, in ^iienfe 
of the glorious hope^ \vith which thou hall inrpired it ! 
it is thou that hail put this joy into it, and haft raifed my 
foul to this glorious ambition *, whereas I might ot&r- 
wife have been no?,v groveling in the loweft trifles of 
time i^nd fenfe, and been looking cwith horror on that 
hour, which is now the objc£t of iny moft ardent 
wiflies. 

<^ Oh be with me always even to the end of this ouf- 
tal life ! and give me while waiting for thy falvation»to 
be doing thy commandments ! may my loins be girded 
about, and my lamp burning (c) : And mipe ears be Aill 
.watchful for the.bieffed fignal of thine arrival: That my 
clowing foul may with pleafure.ipripg to meet thee,aod 
be fttengthcned by death to bear thofe viGons of glory, 
under the ejctafics of which feeble mort^ity waidd now 
expire.'* • 



CHAP. 
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C H A P. XXX* 
The Chriftian honouring Grod by his Dying behaviour. 



Refleiiions on thejinceriiy imth ivhich the preceding advices 
have been given. §, i . The author is deftroUSy that \if 
providence permit) he may ajjijl the chriftian to die honour'- 
ably and comfirtably. §. 2,3. . With this view it is ad* 
vtftd^ fl'J To rid the mind of all earthly eares^ 
J, 4. (2/) To renew the .humiliation of the foul before 
Gods and its application to the blood of Chri^. §. 5 . (y) 
^Toexercife patience under bodily pains and for ro^os. §. 6* 
(^*) At leaving the worlds to bear an honourable te/ii' 
mony to religion }. 7. (5.) To give afolemn charge to 
furviving friendh j# 8. efp^ially recommending faith 
in Chrlfi. $ 9. (6.) To keep the proniifes of God in 
WW* $. 10, II. Andy {'J. ^ To commit' the departing 
fpirit to Godt in the genuine exerci/es of gratitude andre^ 
peninnceffaith and charity: §, 12. which are exemplified* 
in the concluding meditation and prayer* 



fy I. ''pHUS, my dqar reader, I have endeavoured^ 
■*■ to lead you thro' a variety of circumftanc^ ; 
and thofe not fancied and imaginary, but fuch as do In- 
deed occur in the human and chriitian life. And I can 
truly and cheerfully fay^. that I have marked out to you 
the path which I myfelf have trod, and in which it is my 
defire ftill to go on. 1 have ventured my owtveverlaiU 
ing interefts on thatfoundationv on whn:h I have direc-' 
ted you^to adventure yours^ What I have recommend-- 
ed as the grand bufinefs of your life,.! defire to tpake the 
bufineis of myown: And the moll coiirulfc;r/ible enjoy-- 
ments, which I c?:pe<^l or defire in the remi^iuing-iSays 
of my pilgrimage on earth, are fuch as I have directed' 
yott^feek|and endeavoured to «iili^ you ia'at>taining. 

. • Such^ 
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Such love to God, fuch conflant aftivity in hisfervicc, 
fuch pleafurabJe views of T/i'hat'lies beyond the grave, 
appear to me (God is my witnefs,) a ^felicity incompar- 
ably beyond any thing el fp which can ofFer itfelf to our 
.;)fFeflion and purfuit: And I would not for tep tbou- 
fand worlds refign my Ihare in them, or confent even 
to the fufpenfion of the delights which they afFord, dur- 
ing the remaiadcr of my abode here. 

§. 2. I would humbly hope, thro' the divine bleffing, 
that the hours you have fpcnt in the review of thefc 
j)lain things may have turned to fomc profitable ac- 
count, and that in confequencc of what you have read 
you have ehherte^n brought into the way of Jife, and 
peace or l>eeh induced to quicken your pace in it. Moft 
Jieartily ftould 1 rejoice, in being further ufeful to you 
and that even to the lait. Now there is one fcene re- 
ynaiiiing •,., a fcene, thro'- which you muft.itifallibly pafs; 
M hich has fomething in it fo awful, ^hat I cannot but 
sitcmpt doing a little to affift you in it j I mean the. 
<{ark valley of the fliadow of death. I CK)uld earneftFy 
wifli.that for the credit -of your profeflion, the cam- 
fort of your cwn foul, and the joy and edification of 
your furviving friends, you might die, not only fafely 
bi;t honourably too : And therefore, I would offer you 
a few parting advices. I- am fenfible indeed, that provi- 
d ence may determine the circumftances of your death^ 
in fuch a manner, as that you may have no ofportu- 
II ity of afling upon the hints I now give you. Some 
iinexpefled accident from without, or from within, may 
as U were whirl you to heaven before you are aware; 
and you may find yourfelf fo fuddenly there, that it 
may feem a tranflation, rather than a death. Oriti^ 
polli ble the for^ce of a diftemper may ^affe^ your un- 
derft anding in fuch a manner, that you may be quite 
infenfible of the circumftances in wliich you arc 5 and 
fo your diflolution (tho' others may fee it vifibly and 
certainly approaching,) may be' as great a furprize to 
you, as if you had died in full health. 

^J. 3. But as it is on the whole probable, you may 
have a more fenfible paiTagc out of tinic into eternity j 
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and as much may, in various refpedls, depend on your 
dying behaviour ; give me leave to propofe fome plain 
diredions-with i^elation to it, to be praclifed, if God 
give you opportunity, and remind you of them. It 
may not be improper to look over the twenty ninth 
chapter again, when you find the 'fymptoms of any 
thrcatning diforder : And I the rather hope, that what I 
fay maybe ufeful to you, as methinks I find myfelf 
difpofed to addrefs you wi'ih fomething of that pecu- 
liar tendernefs which we feel for a dying friend ; to 
whom, as we expeft tl^at we fhall fpeak to him no 
more, we fend out as it were all our hearts in every 
word, 

§. 4. I would advife then, in the firfl place,- « that 
as foon as poffible, you would endeavour to get rid of 
all future care with regard to your temporal concerns, 
by fettling them in time in as reafonable and chrilliaii 

' a manner you can/ I could wifh, there may be no- 
thing of that kind to hurry your mind when you arc 
leaft able to bear it, or to diftiefs or divide tHofe who 
come after you. Do thar, which fin the prefence of 
God you judge mod equitable, and which you verily 
believe will be moll pleafing to him. Do it in as pru- 
dent and cfFeftual a manner as you can : And th^n, 
confider the world as a place you have quiie done with, 
and it^ affairs as nothing further to you, more than to 
one aftually dead 5 unlcfd as you may do any good to 
its inhabitants, while yet you continue among them ; 
and may, by any circumft-ance Hi yoTir lalt adlions or 
words in life, leave a bleffing behind you to thole who 
have been your friends and fellow-travellers, while you 
havei>cen difpatching that journey thro' it which you 
are now finiihing. 

5. 5. That you may be the more at Icifure, and the 
better prepared for^ihis, * enter into fome ferlous re-* 
view of your own ftatc, and endeavour to pat your 
foul into as fit a poflure as poffiWe, for your foicnin 
appearance befoi;^ God.' For a folemn thing indeed ii 

. k, to go into his immediate prefence*, to (land be- 
forrhim, Hot as a fupplicant at ths thron; o/hi? grace, 
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but ar his bar as a fcparate fpirit, whofc time of proba« 
tioD is overi atid whofe eternal ftate is to be imme- 
diately dctermrned. Renew your humiliation before 
God for the impcrfeilions of your life, tho' it has in 
the main been devoted to his fervice. Itenew^ your 
application to the mercies of God as promifed* in the 
^ covenant of grace, and to the blood of Chrift as the 
blf iTed channel in which they fiow. Refign yourfelf eo^ 
tirely to the divitie difpofal and condud, as vriiliqg 
to fcrve God, either in this world or the other, as he 
fliall fee fit. And fenfible of your finfulnefs on the 
one hand, and of the divine wifdom and gpodnefs on 
the other, fun\mon up all the fortitude of your foul to 
bear as well as you can, whatever his afflicting hand 
«iay further by upon you, and to receive the lad ftroke 
of it, as one who would maintain the moft entire fub- 
je£lion to t^e great and good Father of fprrits. 

J. 6. Whatever you'fufFcr, * endeavour to fliew your* 
felf an example of patience/ Let that amiable grade 
have its perfe^ work (a) ; and fince it has fo little 
pore to do, let it clofe the fcene nobly. Let there not 
be a tnurnfuring word ^ and when you feel any thin^ 
of that kind arifing, look by faith upon a dying Savi- 
our, and aflc your own heart, * was not his crofs much 
more painful than the bed on which I' lie ? Was not 
his fituation among blood thirfty enemies infinitely 
more terrible, than mine amidfl the tendernefs and care 
of fo many a£fe£lionate friends i Did not the heavy load 
of my fins prefs/him in a much more . overwhelming 
manner, than I^am prcflcd by the load of thcfc afflic* 
tions i and yet he bore all as a Iamb tliat is brought 
to the flaughter (b).^ Let the remembrance of his fv^er* 
ings be a means to fweeteii yours : Yea, let it caufe 
you to repice, when you are called to bear the crofs 
tor a little while^ before you wear the crown* Count 
it all joy, that yoahave an opportunity yet once more 
of honouring God by your pat ience^ which is now 2£i^ 
ing its lad part,^and will in a few days, perhaps in a fiev 
liouTs,be fupcrfedcd by compleatevdjailuigblcflcdnefs.. 

And 
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And I arm ^nlling to hope, that in thefe views you will 
not only fuppreh all paffibnatd complaintsj but that 
yotrr mouth will be filled with the praifcs of God ; 
and'that you will be fpeaking to thofe that are about 
yoU| not oifly of his juftice, bui of his good nefs too. 
DO that you will be enabled to comrauni^te your in- 
ward joys ill fuch a manner, as may be a lively and 
edifying coriimentupdh tht)fe words jof the Apoftle, 
^ tribulation vt^orketh patience 5 atid patience, experi- 
ence', aiid experience, hope ; even a hope which makr- 
eth not alhamed, while thd loVc of God is fhed abro^hrf 
In our hearts, by the Holy Ghoft which is given uftWd? 

J. 7. And rtoM^, itt^ d^at friend, ii6w is the tinn^c 
when it is efpeciallyexpeftdd from ydu, that you bear 
sm honourable tcftimony to religion. TcJl thdfe that 
are ^ibout you, as well as you can, (for you will never 
be able fuHy to exprfefs it,) what conifbrt and fupport 
you have found in it. Tell them, htiw it hastrightened 
rile datkeft circumftances of your life ;- tell them, hdvy 
it now reconciles you to the near view^ of dcath.-i. 
Your words will carry with them a peculiar weight at 
fttch a feafon : There will be a kind of doqUence, even 
in the infirmities with v^hich you are ffruggling, while 
you gvft them utterance ; and ydu v^ill be heard with 
attention, vt^ith tendernefs, and with credit. And thcre- 
foi^, when the time of your depatture isr at hand; uath' 
unaffected freedom breathe out your joy, if you then 
feel (as I hdpc ydii willj) an holy joy and delight in God^ 
breathe out however your inward peafce and ferenitjf 
of mind, if yoii be then peaceful and fereiie : Others 
' will matK it, artd be encouraged tb tread the ftcps which 
lead to fo happy an end. Tell them what you feel o£\. 
the vanity of the world j and they may learn tb regard 
it^efs: Tell them, what ypii feel of the fubftailtial Tup* 
ports of the gdfpel; and they may learn to value \% 
more: For they cannot but know, that tney^ mud lie 
down on a dying bed too, atld muil^heil need all thd 
xtlief which the gofpel itfdf can give thera. 

J. 8. 
tl Rom, V. 3» 4>> n '\ 
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} 8. And to inforcr the conviftion the more, *givaf 
a folemn charge to thofc that are about you, that they 
fpcnd their lives in the fervice of God, and govern 
themfelves by the principles of real religion.* You. may 
remember, that Jofhua and David, and other good men 
did fo 5 when they perceived thit the days dre,w near 
in which they Ihould die. And you know not how 
the admonitions of a ^ying friend,„or (as it may be 
with refpeft to fome,) of a dying parent, may imprtfs 
thofe who may have difregarded what you and others 
ipay have-faid to them before^ At lead, make the trial 
ai^^ die la1)ouring to glorify CJbd> to fave fouls, and 
generoufly to fow the feeds of goodnefs and happinefs 
in a world, where you will have no more harvefts to reap. 
Perhaps they may fpring up in a plentiful crop, when 
the clods of the valley are covering. your body: Biit if 
not, God will approve it ; and the angels that wait ag- 
round your bed to receive your departing foul, will 
look upon each other with marks ot approbation ia 
their countenance, and own that this is to expire like 
a cliriilian, and to make a glorious improvement of mor« 
tality. 

§. 9. And in this laft addreft to your fellow-mortals, 
whoever they are that providence brings near you, * be 
fure that you tell them' how entirely and how cheat 
fully your hopes and depsndance in this feafon of the 
lad extremity are fixed, not upon your own merits and 
obedience, but on what the great Redeemer h^s done 
and has fufiered for finners.' Let them fee, that you 
die as it were at the foot of the crofs : Nothing will 
be fo comfortable to yourfelves, nothing fo edifying to 
them. Let the name of Jcfus be therefore in your 
mouth, while you are able to fpeak ; ,and when you can 
fpeak no longer, let it be in your heart, and endea- 
vour that the laft aft of ybur foul, while it' continues 
in the body, may be an a£l of humble faith in Chrifl* 
* Come unto God by him ; Enterintothat which is with-* 
in the vail, as with the blood of Cprinkling frefh upoiv 
you.' It is an awful thing for fuch a finner, (as you, 
my ^hriftian friend, with all the virtues the world may 
- " " * ' ^. T have 
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have admired, know yourfelf to be,) to ftand before 
that infinitefypure and holy being, who hag fecn all 
your ways, and all your heart, and has aperfefl: know- 
ledge of every mixture of imperfe£lion which ha% at- 
tended the bcft of your duties : But venture in that 
way, and you will find it both fafe and pleafant. 
§. 1 o. Once more, * ro^ive you comfort in a dying hour, 
and to fupport your feeble fteps while you, are travel- 
ling rhro' this dark and painful way, take the word of 
God as a ftaffin your hand.' Let books, ancl mortal 
friends, now do their laft office for you. Call if you 
can, *fome experienced chriflian, who has felt the 
power of the word of God' upon his own heart 5 and 
let him bring the fcripture, and turn you t3 forac of 
thofe precious promifes, which have been the food and 
rejoicing of his own foul. It 13 with this view, that I 
may carry the good office I am now engaged in as far 
aspoffiblc, I fliallhere give you a colle^Slion of a few 
fuch admirable fcriptures, each of them infinitely more 
vahiable than thoufands of gold and filver (d). And to 
convince you of the, degree in wliich I cftcem them., 
I will take the freedom to add, that I defire they may' 
(if God give an opportunity,) be read over to me, as I 
ly t)n my dying bed, with ihort intervals between them, 
that I may paufe upon each, and renew fomething of^ 
that delightful reliffi, which, I blefs God, I have often 
found in them. May your foul and mine be then com- 
pofed to a fecret filence (whatever be thd commotion of 
animal nature,) while the voice of God fpeaks to us, in 
language which he fpake tohisfervantsofoki,orin which 
he 4nftrufled thenihow they fliould fpeak to him, ia 
circumftances of the greatefl extremity ! 

§. II. Can any more encouragement be wanting, 
when he fays, « tear not, for 1 am with thee ; be not 
difmayed, for I am thy God : I will ftrcngthen thee, 
yea I will help thee, yea I will uphold thee with the 
right hand of my righteoufnefs (e). And he is not a 
man that he fhonld lie, or^the fon of man that he 
fliould repent j Hath he faid, and ffiall he not doit ? 

Or 

(d) Pial cm. 7a. (c) Ifa. xli. 10. 
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Or hath be fpokeu, and fliall he ~ not make it good 
(f)'? The Lbrd ism/ light, and my falvation, whom 
fflill i fear ? The Lprd is the ftrength of my life, of 
whoih (hall I be afraid (g) ? This God is our God for 
ever and ever : He will be bur guide even unto death 
(h). Therefore tho* I walk thro' the valley of the 
ftidow of death, I will fear no evil; for thou art with 
Ttity thy rod and thy ftaff they comfort me (1), I Ijavc 
waited for thy falvation, O Lord (k). Oh continue thy 
loving-kindnefs unto them that know thee, and thy righ- 
t^oufnefs to the ppr ight in heart ! For with thee is the 
foupt^in 6f life 5 ih thy light fhall' we fee light (1). 
'Thou wilt flicw me the path of life ; in thy prefence is 
fdlnefs of joy, at thy right hand there ate pleafures for 
eVeriTlore(m). As for me, I (hall behold thy face in 
rjghteoufhefs : I. (hall be fatisfied, when I awake, with 
thy lik'^ncifs (h)i For 1 know in whom I have believed^ 
. ahd am perfuaded that he is able to keep what I have 
committed to hini until that day (o). Therefore my 
heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth ; my flefli alfo (hall 
rt'ft in hope (p). For if we believe, that Jefus died, and 
r6fe again ; tHofe alfo that fleep in Jcfus, will God 
bring with him ^q)— — ^I give unto my (he.ep eternal 
life (faid Jefus the good fhepherd,) and they (ball nc- 
Ver perilh, neither Ihall any pluck them out of my^ 
hand (r). This ih the will of hi^i that fent me, that 
cvfery one that beiieveth on me (hould have everlafting 
life \ and I will raife him up at the lalt day (s)» Let 
riot your heart be troubled 5 ye believe in God, believe 
a'lCo in me. In my Father's houfe are many manfions \. 
if it were not fo, I would have told you: I go to pre- 
pare a place* for you And if I go and prepare a place 
for you. I will come again, and receive you to myfelf ^. 
' that where I am there ye may be allo(r)« *(Jo tcU 
my brethren, I afcend unto my Father and your Father, 
ahd to my God and your God (u). Father, I will that 

thofe 

<f ) Num. xxiii. r9. fgj Pfal. xxvii. r. (h) Pfal. xWiii. 14. 

(i j PfaL jcxiii. 4. [kj Gen. xhx. 18. (1> Pfal. xxxvi. ^ 10 

(m) Pial. xvi. it. (ij ; Plal. xvii. 15) [oj % rim. I. ia. 

fpj Pfai. xvi. 9» (p) X rhcff. IV. 14* (r j John x. a8. 

(sj John VI. 40. (t; John. xiv. 1^ ft, 3. ^u; John xx. J J» 
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thofe whom tliou haft giiten me be with • me where .1 
am, that thev may behold my glory which tliou ha(k 
given me; that the love wherewith thou haft Ipved ra^, 

may be in tliem, and I in them£x]i —He that tefti- 

ficth thefe things faith, Surely I come quickly. Amen 
even fo come, Lord Je&is(y)1 O death, whire is thy 
fting ? O grave where is thy vi£lory ? Thanjcs be to 
God, whagivcthus.the viftory thro' our Lard J/elfu8 
Chrift (?k). 

5« 12. Thus may that God, who knows, the fouls. pf 
Jiis children in aU their adverfities (a), aijid in whofe 
fight the death of his faints is precious (bj^chear and 
fiipport you and me in thofe laft extrenaities of nature ! 
may he add us to the happy numter of thofe who have 
hztxi move than conquerors in death ! and may he give 
us thofe fuppUes of his fpirit which may enable us to 
pour out our departing fouls in fuch fentiments, ,as tl^ofe 
I would now fuggeft-, tho* we fhould be no longer able to 
titter words, or to underftand them if they were to be 
ready to us ! Let us at leaft review them with all pro- 
per affeilions now, and lay up one prayer more for th^t 
awful moment! Oh that thisj and all we have ever of- 
fered with regard to it, may then come in remetiji- 
hraitce before God (c) ! 

A Meditation und Vtz^txfutied to the cafe of a dyifjg ChxiCm 
tian. 

^ /^ Thou fupream ruler of the vifible and invifibfc 
^^ worlds! thou fovereign of life, and of death} 

of earth, and of heaven \ blcffed be thy name, I have 

often been taught to feck thee. And now once more 
' <io I pour otit my foul, my departing fouJ, unto thep. 

Bow down thy gracious ear, O God, and let my c!Fy 

come before ihee with acceptance ! . 

•* The hour is come, when thou wilt feparate me 

from this world, with which I have been fo long and 

fo familiarly acquainted^ and lead me tp another, as y^t 

unknown. 

(x) John xvii. a4, a6. fyJ Rct. xxii. «o» [«] I Cor. xx.^j, 57. 

(«} l^id. Kxi. 7. fhj fial. cxvi. zj. fcj Ads z. 4, 31. 
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unknown. Enable me, T befeech thee, to make the ex- 
change, as becomes a child of Abralxaih, who being 

• called of thee to receive an' inheritance, obeyed^ and 
-went out, tho' he knew not particularly wliether he 

- went (d) V as becomes a chi/d ,of 'God, who knows, 
that thro* fovereign grace, ^ it is his Father's good plea- 
fure to give him ,the kingdom (e) ! 

<« I acknowledge, O Lord, the juflice of that fentence 
by which I am ej^piring ; and own thy wifdom and 
goodhefS| in appointing my journey thjrp* this glooiny 
vale whkh^ is now before me. Help nie to turn it in- 
to the happy QccaCon of honouring thee, and adorning 



my profeffioti ! ind I will blefs the pangs, by which 
thou art glorified, and this niortal and finiul part of my 
nature is diiTolved. 

«« Gracious Father, I would not quit this earth of 
thine, and this houfe of clay in which I have fojourned 
during my abode upon the face of it, without my grate- 
ful acknowledgments to thee, for all that abundant good- 
nefs which thou haft caufed to pais before me here 
(f). With my dying breath 1 bear witnefs to ■ thy faith- 
'ful care, I have wanted no good thing (g). I thank thee, 
O my God, that this guilty, forfeited, pnprofi table life 
was fo long fpared : That it hath been ftill maintained 
by fuch ^ rich variety' of thy bounty. I thank thee, 
that thou haft made this beginning of my exilleiice fo 
pleafant to me. I thank' thee, for the mercies of my 
days and nights, of my months and years, which are noyir 
come to their period : I thank thee for the mercies of 
my infancy, and for thofe of my riper age ; for all the 
agreeable friends which thou haft given me in this houfe 
of my pilgrimage, the living and the dead; for all the 
help I have received from others, and for all the op- 
portunities which thou haft given me of being helpful 
to the bodies, or fouls of^my brethren of mankind.- — - 
Surely gpodnefs arid mercy have followed me all the 
days of my life (h), and! have reafon to rife a thank- 
ful gucft from the various and pleafant entertainments 

with 

• rd) Heb. xi. t. (e) Luke xli. 32. [fj Exo4 xx»ii. iO 
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with Mrhich my tabic has been furnifhcd by thee. Nor ' 
fliall I have reafon to repine, or to grieve at qoitcing 
them: For, Omy God, are thy bounties exhaulled ? 
I know, that they afe not. I will not wrong thy good- 
ncfs and thy faithfulnefs fo much as to imagine, that 
bccaufc I am goirtg from this earth, I am going from 
happinefs. • I adore thy mercy, that thou haft taught 
me to entertain nobler views thro' Jefus thy Son. — 
r Wefs thee with all the powers of my nature, that I 
ever hearc) of hi§ name, and of his death : And would 
fain exert a' more vigorous aft of thankful adoration, 
than in this broken ftaie I am capable of, while I am 
extolling thee, for the riches of thy grace, manifefted ia* 
him, for his inftruflions and his example, for his blood- 
and his righteoufncfs, and for thatblefled fpirit of thine 
which thou haft given me, to turn my finful heart un-- 
to thyfelf, and to bring me into the bonds of thy cove- 
iKHnt ; of that covenant, which is ordered in all things 
and fure (i), and which this death*, tho' now feparating 
my foul from my body, ihall never be able to difTolve.- 
" I blefsthee, O Lofd^ that I am not dying in ati 
imregencratc and impenitent ftate ; but that thou didffc 
gracioufly awaken and convince me *, that thou didft re* 
new and fanftify my heart, and didft by thy good fpi- 
rit work in it an unfeigned faith, a real repentance, 
and the beginning of a divine hfe. I thank thee for 
miniftcrs and ordinances: I thank thee for my Sab- 
baths, alad my facramcnt-days j for the weekly and^ 
monthly rcfrcfbments which thev gave me: I thank 
theefor the fruits of Camian, which were fent me in 
the wilderncft, and are now fent me on the brink of 
Jordan. I thank thee for thy blcffed word, and for 
thofc exceeding rich and precious promifes of if, which 
ftow lie as a cordial warm at my heart in thi^ chilling, 
hour 5 promifes of fupport in death, and of glory beyond 
it, and of the refurrcftion of my body to cvcrlalling. 
life. Omy God, I firmly believe them all, great an i 
wonderful as they arc, an<l am waking for the accom- 
plilbmcrit of them thro' Jefus Chrift ; in whom they are 
D d ^ . aU' 

(i) j^Sam. xxiii. 5^ Dgtized by boogie 
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all yea and amen (k). ' Remembe^ thy word unto thy' 
fervant, on which thou haft c^ufed nie to hope (I) ! I 
covenanted with thee not for worldly enjoyments, which 
thy loire taught me comparatively to defpife j but for 
eternal life, as the gift of thy free grace tho*^ Jefus. 
Chrift my Lord (m) : And now permit me in his name 
to enter my humble claim to it ! Permit me to configu 
this departing fpirit io thine hand ; for thou haft re- 
deemed it O Lord God of truth (n)? \ am thine: 
Save rae (o) and make me happy ! 

" But may I indeed prefume to fay, I am thine! O 
God, now I am ftanding on the borders of both worlds^ 
BOW I view things,"^ as in the light of thy prefenceand 
eternity, how unworthy do I appear, that I iliould be 
'taken to dwell with thy angels and faintsin g)ory ! Alas«^ 
I*have reafon to look back with deep humiliatioa on a. 
poor unprofitable fmful life, in whicn I have' daily beea 
deferving to be caft into hell. But I have this one 
comfortable reftedion, that \ have fled to the crofs o£ 
Chrift \ and I now ren^w my application to it. Ta 
think of appearing before God in fuch an impcrfe£t 
righteoufnefs as my own, were ten thouiand times worfc 
than death No, Lord ! I come unto thee as a (inner;, 
hut as a finner who has believed in thy Son for pardon 
and life : I fall dowii before thee as a giulty poUutecL 
wretch j but thou haft made him to be unto thy peo- 
ple for wjldom and righteoufbcfs, for fan£lification and 
ademption (p)* Let me have my lot among the foU 
lowers of Jefus ! Treat rae, as thou treateft thofe who. 
are his friends and his brethren I for thou knoweft,my 
foul has loved him, and trufted him, afid folemnly ven- 
tured itfelf on the fccurity of his goi^el. Aud I know 
in whom I. have believed (q). The infernal lion, majc 
attempt to difmay me in this awful, paflage ; But I re- 
joice that lam in the hands of the good ftiephcrd (r)^ 
and I defy all my fpiritual enemies^ in a chcarful de- 
pendance on his faithful care. I lift up my eyes and 
01 y heart to him^, who was dead and is alive again j, 

and 
(k) 2 Cor. u 20; <!) Pfal. cxix. 49. (m) Rom. xi. 23. 
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and behold, he Kves for e^'ermorcjand hath the keys of 
death and of the unfeen world (s). Blcfled Jefus, I die 
by thine hand, and I fear no harm from thehanciof a 
Saviour ! I fear no^ that death, which is alloted to me 
by the hand of my dearcft Lord, who himfelf died to 
make it fafe and happy. .1 come, Lord, 1 come not on- 
ly with a willing, but with a joyful confent. I thank 

^hee, that thou rememberefl me for good \ that thou art 
breaking my chains, and calling me to the glorious 
liberty of the children of God (t.) I thank thee, that 
thou wilt no longer permit me to live at a diftancc 
from thine arms ; but after- this long abfence^ wilth^vc 
me at home, at home for ever. 

, *' My feeble nature faints in the view of that glory,, 
which is now dawning upon me : But thou knowcft^ 
l^ow, gracious Lord, to let it in upon my foul, by.juft 
degrees, and to make thy^lrength perfeft in my weak*- 
ncfs (u). Once more, for the t^ft time,' would I look 
down on this poor world which I am going to quit, 
and breathe out my\dying vows for its proTperity, and 
that pf thy church in itr I have loved it, O Lord, as 
a living member of the body ; and I love it to the laft. 
I humbly befeech thee therefore, that thou wilt guard 
it, and purify it, a,nd unite it more and more ! fend* 
down more of thy blefled fpirit upon it, even the fpirit 
of wifdom, ofholitiefs, and love*, till in due time the 
wildernefe be turned into a garden of the Lord (w), and 
all fielh fhall fee thy fah-ation (x)! 

*• And as for me, bear me, O my hcaveply Father ; 
on the wings of everlafting love, to tha^ peaceful, that 
holy, that joyous^abode, which thy mercy has prepared 

• for me, and which the blood of my Redeemer hath pur- 
chafed ! bear me to the general aflimbly and chuich of 
thefirft born^ to the innumerable company of angels^ 
and to the fpirits of juft men made perfeft (y) ! and 

. whatever this flefli may fufler let my Iteady foul be de- 
lightfully fixed on tliat glory to which it is rifing \ let 
faith perform its laft oflice in an honourable manner! 
D d 2 let 
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let my. few remaining moments on earth be -fpcnt foi^ 
thy glory; and fo let me afcend, with love in my 
hearty and praife on my faukering tongue, to the world 
where love and praife fhall be com'pleat ! Be this rajr 
lad fbng on earth, which iam going to tune in heaven^. 
Biefiingy and honour, and glory^ and power be untOi 
him that fitterh on the throne^ and to the Lamb for 
ever and ever {z). AmenJ' 

(z) Rcv.v. 13. 

The Sum of our Duty to GOD and Matr^ 

THE knowledge which my heart defircs 
Is but ta learn what God require^* 
Speak then the word, my Father dear. 
For all my foiiFs awikc to hear : . ""^ . 

And Oh, what joy my bread muft move^ = \5^\ 
To hear that all thy law is love! , .J^^ 

Thii4s the fum of ev'ry part j v^^ ' 

To love the Lord with all my heart,. 
With all my foul with all my might. 
And in hisfcrvice to delights 
That I (hould love my neighbour too. 
And what I wi(h from them fliould do. 

How (hort and fweet, how good andplain^ 
Eafy to learn, and to retain ! 
Oh may thy grace my foul renew ! 
And *twill be fweet to praftife too.. 

F I N I s;^ 
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